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THE   KING. 
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Sir, 

Thb  affliction  into  which  Your  Majesty  was 
thrown  by  the  death  of  a  Brother  so  justly  bdoved  as 
the  DuKB  OF  York,  received  considerable  alleviation 
from  the  general  sympathy  which  that  event  excited  in 
the  pnblic  mind. 

Thos  Providence  kindly.  Mends  onr  sorrows  with 
consolations;  and  while  memory  inflicts  wounds  by 
painM  recollections,  it  heals  them  by  turning  those 
remembrances  into  sources  of  permanent  comfort  and 
improvement 

But  it  is  not  Your  Majesty  alone  that  derives  solace 
from  the  contemplation  of  departed  worth.  The  Nation 
at  large,  in  lamenting  the  calamity  that  has  been  sus- 
tained, feels  grateful  for  the  personal  services  of  the 
late  illustrious  Ck>mmander-in-chief ;  and  the  institu- 
tions which  he  established,  to  perpetuate  a  system  that 
has  essentially  contributed,  in  a  season  of  peril,  to  the 
salvation  of  the  country,  will  endear  bis  name  to  the 
remotest  posterity. 


iv  DBDICATIOK. 

The  Duke  of  York  has,  by  his  salutary  and  bene- 
volent regulations,  erected  to  himself  a  monument  more 
durable  than  marble,  and  which  will  never  decay  so 
long  as  there  dhall  be  i^  British  Army  in  existence,  or 

4 

^  a  Constitution  in  this  country  worthy  of  defence. 

Of  a  character  so  truly  excellent,  not  only  by  exter- 
nal rank  but  by  intrinBtc  Tlltm,  ihe  History,  however 
plain  it  may  be  as  a  literary  composition,  if  it  be 
honestly  written,  can  hardly  fail  to  be  interestin|  and 
useful.  To  no  other  ttteiit  than  this  of  sc^rupulous 
fidelity,  does  the.  preMtit  peifomaaee  lay  claim ;  bat 
it  te  a  stttiffiM^tDty  coftMmtioii,  ttat  Mthil^^  iaoM 
in  requited  to  ensure  the  apptobatioa  of  thosd^lcto 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  illustrious  PefiMyiiftg^ 
^hen  litiajf ,  UAd  who  irevef^  )iis  memory  now  h%  te  de- 
p4rled. 

Yottf  Majesty's 

mMt  dtilMtf  and 

devoted  subjtet 

John  Watkinb^ 

9UNK  l«t,  184^. 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

HIS  lATE  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 

FREDERICK  DUKE  OF  YORK. 


CHAP.  I. 

FROM  A.  J>.  1763  TO  1780. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  August,  176S,  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  her  majesty  Queen  Charlotte,  the  august 
spouse  of  G^rge  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
was  delivered  of  her  second  child  at  Buckingham 
House.  There  were  present  on  that  occasion,  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  Dowager  of  Wales,  seve- 
ral lords  of  the  privy  council,  and  ladies  of  elevated 
rank.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  diat  the  baptismal 
ceremony  was  deferred  till  the  fourteenth  of  the  follow^ 
ing  month,  when  it  appears  to  have  been  celebrated 
with  more  splendid  circumstances  than  even  that  of 
the  heir  apparent. 

At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  two  royal 
infiuts  were  brought  in  a  coach  from  the  Qfieen's 
Palace  to  St.  James's,  and  there  shewn  to  the  assem* 
Ued  people  through  the  windows.  Predsdy  at  noon 
her  Majesty  followed,  and  entered  the  palace  by  a  com-- 
municatiim  opened  on  purpose  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  her  going  through  the  garden,  along  the  wall  of 
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which  a  platfonn  was  erected,  matted  at  the  bottom, 
and  covered  all  over  with  crimson  baize.  A  little  after 
seven  in  the  evening,  the  procession  began  in  the  fol- 
lowing order: — the  Princess  Augusta,  sister  to  his 
Majesty,  led  by  her  brother  Prince  William ;  the  Prin- 
cess Louisa,  hy  her  brother  Prince  Henry ;  the  Princess 
Caroline  Matilda,  by  her  brother  Prince  Frederick  ;*and 
the  Princess  Amelia,  aunt  to  the  King,  led  by  her  brother 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  Then  followed  the  nobility 
according  to  their  rank,  who  all  went  into  the  great 
council-chamber,  where  a  most  magnificent  state  bed  had 
been  set  up  for  the  Queen  to  sit  on,  the  coverlids,  valances 
and  curtains,  which  last  were  made  to  draw  up,  being 
all  of  the  richest  crimson  velvet,  adorned  with  deep 
gold  fringe,  and  lined  throughout  with  white  satin :  but 
the  most  superb  article  of  all,  ia  this  state  furniture, 
was  the  counterpane,  which  consisted  whotty  of  lace  of 
inimitable  woiknansUp,  and  cost  three  tiioasand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  though  of  EagHsh  mann^ 
jhotma.  When  the  oompany  had  all  assembled,  and 
paid  tbrir  respects,  the  religious  service  began,  and  the 
venerable  Dr.  Thomas  Seeker,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bnry,  gave  the  n»ya}  iafimt  the  name  of  Frspbbick* 
after  hia  grand£Eithfir. 

The  spona<H»  on  this  occasion  were  Edward  Duka 
of  York,  brother  to  the  King;  the  reigning  Dake  of 
Saxe-Crotha,  his  uncle ;  and  the  Princess  AmeKa^  As 
netthei  of  the  two  former  was  present,  their  places 
mmte  aappBed  by  ptoaies ;  the  Earil  of  Huntingdon) 
910am  of  the  stfde,  ivapresoating  the  one,  and  Earl 
Aiwer,  lord  chamberlain^  th»  other*  It  nwaits  ohser^ 
vafton,  Aat  the  exoeDent  pielate  who  adminiatered  thr 
saefmnent  of  baptism  in  thin^  as  wsU  as  in  the  preceding 
ffistance,  and  again  i»  four  sobaequent  ones,  aetunlly 
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pcrfiNTiiied  the  sAme  office^  whoi  rector  of  St.  Jamts's^ 
to  the  fiither  of  the  royal  children.  Thus  rapidly  flowa 
theatream  of  time,  and  so  lAtimatdy  connected  ia  tew 
fancy  idth  mataiity— the  cradle  and  the  tomb« 

When  the  ceremony  was  orer^  the  company,  whiok 
was  extremely  biiUiant,  retired  into  another  apartment^ 
where  they  partook  of  caudle  and  cake.  On  the  aeooad 
day  after  the  christenings  her  Majesty,  with  the  two 
children,  returned  to  her  own  house,  whidi  now  became 
the  royal  residence,  the  old  palace  being  no  longer 
used  except  for  public  occasions.  Here  the  chtUlren 
were  chiefly  under  the  care  of  the  Queen,  assisted  by 
Lady  Charlotte  Fhich,  of  the  Winchelsea  family,  is 
whom,  most  deservedly,  the  greatest  confidence  waa 
placed  by  tlieir  Majesties. 

Seren  months  after  the  birth  of  Prince  Fredeiitk^  a 
vacancy  occurred  in  the  bishopric  of  Osnaburg,  one  of 
those  secular  dignities,  with  an  eodesiastical  des^^va^ 
tion,  which  are  peculiar  to  Germany.  As  the  right  nfnoK 
mination,for  tliis  turn  dev<dved  upon  the  King  of  ficeait 
Britain,  in  his  separate  capacity  of  Duke  of  Luh^fanrg 
and  Elector  of  Hanover,  he  immediately  caused  his 
Kecond  son  to  be  declaied  Bishop  of  Osnaburg ;  and  a 
writ,  in  the  form  of  a  amgi  iTSIire,  fof  that  purpose  Waa 
accordingly  transmitted  to  the  chapter  of  that  hiecar-* 
ohical  principality.  In  consequence  of  this,  some 
serious  differences  arose,  between  the  chapter,  the 
elector  of  Cologne,  and  die  regency  of  HanOver.  The 
former  asserted  an  unlimited  right  of  adminiateriaig  aH 
afiairs,  spiritual  and  civil,  during  the  minority  of  the 
young  prince*  The  elector,  on  Ae  other  hand,  beiag 
a  Catholic,  strenuously  resisted  these  pretensions^  and^ 
vrithottt  paying  any  regard  ta  them,  appointed  the 
honorary  bishop  of  Ahausen,  with  the  title  of  pontic 
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fical  vicar,  and  the  dean  and  canon,  Charles  de  V6ge-» 
lins,  with  that  of  vicar  general,  to  superintend  the 
ecclesiastical  affairs  of  Osnaboj^,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  principality,  Lutheran  as  well  as  CathoKc,  were 
all  commanded  to  acknowledge  them  as  such,  on  pain 
of  excommunication.  The  regency  of  Hanover  mean* 
while  opposed  the  arrogant  daims  of  the  elector,  and 
refused  to  consent  that  a  minister  of  the  Roman  com-- 
muniim  should  be  charged  with  the  management  of  the 
bishopric,  in  the  minority  of  a  Protestant  prince. 

The  chapter,  under  these  circumstances,  memorial- 
ized the  emperor,  beseeching  him  to  interpose  his  good 
offices  and  powerful  authority,  for  the  preservation  of 
their  privileges,  and  the  prevention  of  innovati<ms, 
which  they  considered  as  of  a  dangerous  tendency. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Catholic  courts  in  Germany 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  keep  down  the 
Protestant  ascendancy ;  and  a  diet,  having  that  object 
in  contemplation,  was  hdd  at  Ratisbon,  during  the 
whole  of  the  year  1764,  but  without  producing  any 
thing  decisive.  While  the  parties  were  thus  conflict* 
ing  on  religious  grounds,  another  source  of  dissension 
was  opened,  by  the  claim  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
in  his  quality  of  father  and  guardian  of  the  young 
prince,  to  take  upon  him  the  administration  of  the 
temporalities  of  the  bishopric,  and  the  presentation  in 
his  name  of  the  comitial  suffirage  in  the  diet  of  the 
empire.  All  these  contentions  were  carried  on  with 
extreme  heat,  and  lasted  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time ;  but  in  the  end  they  terminated,  chiefly  through 
the  intervention  of  the  great  Frederick  of  Prussia,  in 
favour  of  his  royal  relative  and  namesake. 

Among  the  effects  produced  by  this  opposition,  one 
was  a  resolution,  on  the  pi^rt  of  our  monarch,  to  send 
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hia  Btm,  wlio  was  jMurtioiilaxly  interested  in.  .the4x>noeni; 
on  anriTing  at  a  proper  age,  to  reside  some  yeara  in  Ger- 
many, that  he  might  thereby  become  more  thoroughly 
acquainted  irith  the  Jaws  and  customs  of  the  empire^ 
than  he  could  well  be  by  the  most  diligent  study,  under 
the  aUest  preceptors,  at  a  distance*  Another  conse- 
quence incidentally,  and  to  a  certain  extent  fortuitously, 
arising  from  this  local  strife  for  the  government  of  a 
petty  state  in  Germany,  is  one  that  brings  with  it  many 
important  reflections.  At  the  period  when  the  prince 
who  was  the  cause  of  this  struggle  for  the  administra<- 
tion  of  the  affjEiirs  of  Osnaburg  was  perfectly  unconscious 
of  moral  action,  the  people  of  England  knew  so  little  of 
the  continental  powers  with  which  they  were  virtually 
ccmnected,  that  many  persons,  and  those  too  of  no  ordi* 
nary  ability,  considered  the  young  prince  IVederidk 
as  actually  destined  for  an  ecclesiastical  order,  or  at 
least  for  one  blending  the  spiritual  and  civil  ftmctionB 
In  his  person*  It  was  in  allusion  to  this  prevailing 
idea,  associated  with  the  episcopal  title,  that  the  inge- 
nious James  Burgh,  in  1766,  prefixed  to  a  v<dume  of 
essays,  a  dedication  ''  To  the  Bight  Beverend  Fathtf 
in  God,  of  three  years  old.  His  Boyal  Highness  Prince 
JPrederick,  Bishop  of  Osnaburg;" 

Though  the  King,  by  his  perseverance  and  influence, 
carried  his  point  against  the  bigoted  opponents  of 
Us  electoral  rights;,  it  was  not  till  after  some  years 
of  tedious  litigation  before  the  imperial  court  of  judi- 
cature. This  conflict  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
his  nuid  then,  as  it  also  did  several  years  afterwards 
upon  that  of  his  son,  in  convincing  both  of  the  rest- 
less and  intriguing  spirit  which  never  fails  to  actuate 
the  Bomanists  wherever  they  gain  a  footing,  and  aoe 
enabled  to  aspire  to  the  establishment  of  an  ascend* 
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wcy.  From,  thfai  point  of  history^  viiioli^  trivial  na  it 
may  haya  appeared  at  the  tirne^  at  present  tlnowe  aa 
incoiieidefable  light  upon  matters  of  nearer  Intefeat 
and  more  reoent  date^  we  must  now  retain  to  domee- 
tic  scenes,  and  the  royal  nniaeiy. 

Sach  was  the  happy  uniformity  of  temper  which  dis-» 
tinguished  the  King  and  Queen,  that  tiie  increase  of  thetf 
family  contributed  to  cement  their  affection*  Of  this  a 
pleasing  proof  was  given  by  her  majesty  on  the  eoMU* 
ing  birthday  of  her  august  partner,  when  she  tenderiy 
embraced  him,  and  put  upon  his  finger  a  ring  set  with 
brilliants,  but  rendered  inestimaUy  more  predous  by 
an  enamel  containing  the  portraits  of  the  two  princes. 

Arts  like  these^  and  an  unremitted  attention  to  all 
the  graces  and  duties  of  life^  constituted  the  cestus  by 
which  the  amiable  Charlotte  managed  to  riret  the  love 
ef  bar  sovereign  lord.  Never  in  fact  was  there  a  pair 
more  harmoniously  fitted  finr  each  other ;  and  the  general 
wonder  was  how  two  petsons  of  their  youthfid  age  and 
elevated  rank  conld  agree  to  prefer  domestic  soeiety  to 
the  gaieties  and  amusements  so  generally  pursued  by 
tiie  old,  as  well  as  the  young,  at  that  period.  One 
duchess,  who  figured  as  the  leader  of  fashion,  took  the 
liberty  of  expressing  her  surprise  at  this  novel  spectacle^ 
and  that  too  in  the  presence  of  the  Queen,  but  the 
answer  whicdi  the  tifled  dame  received  was  of  a  nature 
that  must  have  mortified  her  exceedingly.  She  was 
asked,  who  had  the  charge  of  her  children  T  and  on 
replying  that  they  were  put  out  to  nurse ;  the  ^ueen 
said,  **  That  is  more  than  I  could  consent  to  with  a  safil 
conscience,  except  in  case  of  sickness.  Children  re* 
quire  a  mother's  care,  and  tiiey  repay  it  by  their  endear-^ 
ments.  The  King,  I  am  happy  to  say,  enters  ccnnpletely 
ioto  the  same  sontiment,  and,  thus  united,  we  find  more 
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axqnwte  ddiglit  in  our  little  ones  than  we  shonid 
derive  from  the  iatipnng^  bnt  friToloiiS)  pleasuies  of 
the  wodd/' 

AAer  the  hirthdiqr>  her  Majesty  left  town,  to  reside 
for  the  sosuner  at  Bichmond  Lodge,  where  the  two 
princes  cangfat  the  hooping-eong^ ;  and  such  was  the 
maternal  soiicitade  of  the  young  queen,  that  she 
attended  them  night  and  day;  the  consequence  of 
whidi  was,  a  miscarriage  to  herself,  attended  with  a 
sevete  though  sliort  ilfaness.  The  disorder  of  the  chilf 
dren  also  abated  as  the  summer  advanced,  and  the 
danger  was  so  far  over  by  the  12th  of  August,  that  an 
entertainment  was  given  at  the  Lodge,  with  a  baU  fisr 
the  young  nobility,  on  which  occasion  more  than  a 
thousand  lamps  were  lighted  up  in  the  gardens,  and 
some  very  brilliant  fireworks  e&hibited  at  night. 

In  the  midst  of  this  felicity  and^caie,  a  cloud  arose, 
which  threatened  the  nation,  as  w«il  as  the  royal  hoaae?- 
hold,  with  evils  of  the  most  teemendous  magnitude*  At 
the  beginning  of  1766  the  moparoh  was  snddwJy  titta<^k> 
ed  by  an  afiection  of  the  brain,  evidently  the  effect  of 
latonaB  anxiety,  origfaiating  in  the  politioal  feuds  which 
contimmd  for  soum  years  to  disquiet  the  kingdom  after 
the  peace.  The  sitnotiott  of  the  rojral  patient,  then  at 
Ke w,  was  cnreAilly  oonoealed  fran  the  puUic,  .in  the 
hopes  entertained  by  the  medical  attendants  ttiat  a  &- 
vourable  crisis  would,  in  a  iittie  thne,  render  it  unneces* 
sary  to  lay  the  case  before  parliament.  The  presage  was 
happily  verified,  and  the  sound  constitution  of  the  King 
gakmd  a  coaqdete  triumph  ov<^  the  mental  disease. 
On  his  moovevy  he  went  to  tho  house  of  lords  for  the 
express  purpose  of  recommending  the  adx^plioB  of  some 
legislative  measures  to  secure  the  publio  peace,  and  the 
safety  of  the  royal  house,  in  the  event  of  a  similar  visi- 
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tation.  la  his  speech  he  said^ ''  My.  Ute  iadisposiliou^ 
though  not  attended  with,  danger^  has  led  me  to  con- 
sider the  situation  in  which  my  kingdoms  and  fimnly 
might  be  left,  if  it  shonld  please  €rod  to  put  a  period  to 
my  liie  whilst  my  successor  is  of  tender  years." 

It  was  then  proposed,  that  a  power  should  be  given 
to  his  Majesty  to  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  under  the 
sign  manual,  either  the  Queen,  or  any  other  pevscm  of 
the  royal  fiunily,  residing  in  Great  Britain,  to  act  as 
ti&e  guardian  and  regent  of  the  reafan,  until  the  heir 
apparent  should  attain  the  age  of  eighteen^  but  subject 
in  some  respects  to  a  statute  that  had  been  already 
passed  in  the  late  reign. 

A  bill  to  this  effect  was  accordingly  introduced,  and 
passed  with  all  jconvenient  speed ;  on  giving  the  royid 
assent,  to  which,  the  King  said,  ^' The  provisions  that 
have  been  made  for  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, in  case  the  crown  should  descend  to  any  of  my 
children  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  whilst  they 
add  strength  and  security  to  our  present  estatdishmen^ 
give  me  the  kindest  and  most  convincing  proof  of  your 
confidence.  The  sense  I  have  of  the  important  tnwt 
reposed  in  me,  and  my  desire  to  repay  this  mark  ok 
your  aflfection  by  discharging  my  part  agreeably  to 
your  intentions,  in  the.  manner  most  beneficial,  to  my 
peo|iIe,  have  concurred  to  make  me  execute,  withoiil 
dday,  the  power  with  which  you  have  invested,  me. 
This  is  already  done ;  and  you  may  rest  assured,  that, 
as  far  as  depends  upon  me,  those  salutary  provisions 
shall  never  be  inefiectual.  It  is  my  ardent  wish,  and 
it'  shall  be  my  earnest  endeavour,  on  this  and  on  every 
other  occasion,  to  perpetuate  the .  happiness  of  my 
sidigeets,  and  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  Uessings  of 
our  invaluabla  constitution*" 
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'  Thns  ^sely  did  the  young  monarch  impiovo  the 
awHd  waminp  wbkh  he  ^ad  received-^^yy  tuning  it 
to  thib  proper  end  of  setting  his  hoase  in  order,  so  that 
hekher  the  people  nor  his  famfly  might  Butfet  any  par« 
tienlar  trouble,  either  by  his  demise,  or  the  suspension 
of  the  regal  flmctions.  Here  also  we.  may  rematlt,  Aat 
tfie  fall  and  nnqualilied  right  of  the  two  honses  o# 
parliament  to  sapply  any  temporary  delicieney  of 
the  execntiTe  power,  was  acknowledged  and  eStafr* 
fished ;  thengh  at  a  subsequent  period  we  shall  find 
thk  sound  constitutional  principle  most  strenuously 
combated  by  men  renowned  for  their  pretensions  ti 
patriotism. 

Hie  condnct  of  Queen  Qiarlotte,  during  this  sei^entf 
trial,  cTinced  uncommon  fortitude,  for  though  in*'  a 
stote  <^  pregnancy,  she  careftdly  kept  the  state  of  ^e 
iKing's  mind  a  secret,  ^ven  from  his  nearest  reliitives. 
But  it  merits  to  be  told  idso,  that  a  similar  exercise  of 
pfudaat  forbearance  distingidshed  one  of  the  menials 
in  ilie  royal  service. 

Some  time  before  this  malady  seised  the  King,  being 
then  at  Windsor,  be  called  to  his  head  groom,  imd 
asked  bim  the  condition  of  a  fiivourite  horse^  6^yh&g> 
^'Wm  he  eveK  be  good  fbr  any  thing  again?  It  waa  a 
^ery  bad  iall^  I  thought  I  was  done  for/'  the  mai 
wto  strock  wMh  astonishment,  and,  not  being  alfle-to 
comprehend  whaihis  royal  master  Eluded  to, -to* 
malned  silent.  The  King,  Mrprised  at  his  hesitation, 
impatiently  said,  "Why  don't  you  gire  me  an  aafwert 
It  is  not  your  fault,  if  the  horse  is  spoUed."  The  semoit 
then  replied,  *'  Sir,  I  did  not  understand  you ;  nor  do  I 
now  know  to  what  horse,  or  to  what  cifuumstance,  yte 
tefer!'*-— ^Whatr  e:KOlaimed  bisMajosty,  "notremem* 
ber  tHe  horse  which  threw  me  In  the  hunt  yteierdayl 

c 
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What  i  not  know  of  the  accident,  when  you  helpiBd  me  up, 
and  led  away  the  liorse  with  his  knees  cat  and  bleed- 
ing V*  The  man  was  still  more  confused,  for  there  had 
been  no  hunt ;  nor  had  any  such  casualty  occurred.  The 
King  perceiving  his  embarrassment,  now  appeared  no 
less  perplexed ;  and  placing  his  hand  upon  his  fore- 
head, murmured  in  a  pathetic  tone,  ^'  Good  God !  can 
this  strong  impression  be  the  effect  of  a  dream  ?  Has 
there  indeed  been  no  hunt  T"  The  groom,  a  little  re- 
vived by  the  tenderness  of  his  master,  said,  *^  Xo,  sir, 
certainly  not;  there  was  no  hunt;  and,  thank  God! 
you  have  had  no  fall."  Upon  this  the  King  tumed 
very  pale,  but  said,  **  Well,  well,  so  much  the  better, 
and  mind  that  you  don't  mention  this  to  any  body ; 
for  if  you  do,  people  wiU  say  I  am  mad/'  Themaa 
bowed,  and  most  strictiy  observed  the  injunction  for 
four-and- twenty  years,  when,  on  the  King's  second 
Illness,  he  revealed  the  matter  to  a  fellow  servant,  by 
whose  means  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Queen, 
who  sent  for  the  groom,  and  had  the  whole  story  from 
his  own  lips.  When  he  had  finished,  she  said,  ''  Oh ! 
that  was  a  mournful  and  a  memorable  morning  to  me. 
I  was  afraid  my  King's  mind  was  affected,  yet  I  daved 
not  ask  an  opinion  of  any  human  being  whatever,  lest 
I  should  give  rise  to  unpleasant  rumours.  Bat,  thank 
Oodi  that  storm  blew  over ;  and  so  has  the  present; 
and  bis  noble  mind  is  again  restored."  Then  tumiag  to 
the  faithfol  servant,  she  said,  "  Did  yon  not  impart  this 
eireumstaiice  to  your  wife  1"  The  man  decliiied  that 
he.badnot;  and  then  said,  "As  the  King  told  me  to 
hold  my  tongue,  it  was  my.  duty,  madam,  to  obey."* 
Har  'Miyesty  quicUy  rejoined,  ''  Very  true,  very  true* 
as  the  King^  wife,  I  am  pleased  with  sQoli  diseieet  ooB- 
«Ht."  So  saying,  fhe  spoke  iQ  a  peipon  jn  wswliiy^ifyho 
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brou^t  tL  silver  tankafd  findy  gilt  and  orDamented : 
which  the  Queen  graciously  presented  to  the  servant 
as  a  reward  for  his  fidelity. 

From  this  digression,  we  must  retnm  to  take  up 
the  chain  of  regular  narrative.  After  the  King's  re- 
covery, the  Queen  renewed  her  attentions  to  the  inter- 
nal improvement  of  Buckingham  House,  particularly 
in  fitting  up  the  library,  which,  besides  the  addition 
of  Queen  Caroline's  collection,  then  lately  removed 
for  the  purpose  from  the  Green  Park,  was  enriched 
with  above  two  thousand  volumes  in  different  Ian- 
gnages,  under  the  particular  direction  of  her  Majesty* 
While  the  Queen  was  thus  employed,  at  what  might 
be  called  her  town  residence,  the  two  children  re- 
mained in  the  palace  at  Kew,  where  tiie  birtiiday  of 
ihe  eldest  was  celebrated  this  year  by  an  entertaiment 
given  to  the  young  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  nei|^- 
bouriiood. 

'  The  same  day  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  ci 
Wales  held  a  public  drawing  room  on  the  joyful  occa- 
sion in  town ;  and  the  circumstance  is  here  mentioned, 
to  shew  the  great  cordiality  which  prevailed  in  the 
family,  though  the  most  evil  reports  were  then  circu- 
lated expressing  the  contrary. 

I  Four  days  afterwards,  the  anniversary  of  the  Mrth 
of  Prince  Frederick  was  observed,  in  a  still  more  re- 
markable manner;  for,  in  addition  to  a  fete,  four  thou- 
wtakd  medals  of  gold  and  silver  were  distributed  in  com- 
nemoration  of  the  election  of  his  royal  highness  to  the 
episcopal  principality  of  Osnaburg.  The  medal,  which 
waaeacecuted  by  the  ingenious  Thomas  Pingo,  represents 
OB  otte  side  the  figure  of  Hope  resting  on  a  shield,  bear- 
aims  and  crown  of  the  prince,  and  on  a  pedestal 
the  mitre,  croaier,  and  sword;  the  motto,  "Spb« 
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PuttuoA;"  '^ikd  Hope  of  the  Nation."    On  the  ro4 
rtsae  is  the  following  inscription : 


FBEDBRICU8  M.  BBLIT.  PR.  BPI8C01PV8. 

OBNAlUJaO.  P.  BR,  ET  LVN. 

ANNUBNTR 

OBOROIO  TBRTIO, 

M.  BRIT.  PR.  H*  R-  P.  D.      . 

D.  BBUX8V.  BT  &<UNRB. 

8.  R.  I.  A.  BT  BLBCT. 

PATRB«  BT  RBGB.  Of T^ 

Pa8TULATIl8  BPiac. 

XXVII.  FBBRUABIf.? 

MPCCLXIV. 


On  the  21st  of  the  same  months  her  MaJMtjr  gavis 
to  a. third  prihce,  vrh6  was  baptized  at  St; 
James's  palace,  on  the  18th  of  September,  by.tlw  name 
of  WflHam  Henry,  in  honoiir  of  his  royal  gnd&tber  the 
Doke  of  Qiiinberland.  Op  this  occasion  the  two  elder 
princes  were  exhibited  with  their  infant  brother,  at  the 
windows  of  the  palaoe^  to  the  asseknbled  crowd,  who 
testified  their  loyalty  by  loud  acclamations.  Sat  the 
joy  produced  by  these  accessions  to  the  royal  lineage^ 
Iras  not  without  alloy,  for,  on  the  Slst  of  October,  the 
Dnke  of  Cumberland  expired  suddenly,  without  the 
least  prerious  indisposition ;  and,  on  the  29th  of  De^ 
cember.  Prince  Frederick  William,  his  Majesty's 
fourth  brother,  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  after 
a  severe  illness  of  fourteen  months.  The  border  of 
Ais  amiable  youth  was  rather  lemaritaUe  for  one  so 
young ;  being  an  obstinate  ascites,  or  dropsy  of  the 
belly.  He  had  undergone  the  operation  of  tapping  in 
the  course  of  the  spmmer,  bat  the  relief  afforded  by 


thto  evflciyation  proved  ig^onfeotary-;  aa4  the  cimiplaint 
fatOTBiog  with  aggravated  s^^uptoms,  he  sunk  xmier 
it  at  the  house  of  his  afflicted  mother^  the  Prinoess 
Dowager  of  Wales. 

The  charact^  given  Of  him  was  that  of  a  prince 
ever  to  be  regretted  by  those  who  had  the  honour  to 
approach  lum^  and  ever  to  be  protK>sed  as  a  pattern  ot 
patience,  meekness^  and  fortitude.  The  gracefulnesa 
of  his  person,  great  as  it  appeared,  gave  but  an  impor-^ 
feet  idea  of  the  exalted  qualities  of  his  mind.  His  sub-^ 
misaion  to  the  decreed  of  Providence,  his  affection  and 
dfitifal  bdiavioiiE  to  his  royal  mother,  to  the  King,  and 
to  the  rest  of  his  iltastrions  family,  were  ever  uniform 
and  exemt>Iary.  Hii  maidy  sense  and  uncomm<Hi 
pelietration  exceeded  even  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of 
those  wlm  were  intrusted  With  hil  education,  Didring 
his  long  and  painful  illnesii,  his  chief  and  only  eare  wall 
to  avoid  giving  pain  to  those  around  him ;  tmd  he  not 
only  lessened,  but  even  concealed,  his  own  sufferings 
before  them;  which  tenderness  of  feding  extended 
itself  to  the  lowest  of  his  domestic  attendants. 

We  have  been  induced  to  dwell  a  little  upon  this 
estimable  characteir  on  aceonnt  of  the  gneat  similarity 
between  his  case  and  that  of  his  royal  nephew  an4 
nJEonesake;  who  shortly  afterwards,  with  his  brother 
the  Prince  of  .Wales,  was  inoculated  for  the  small-pox 
at  the  Queen's  palace,  in  the  presence  of  thdr  Majes^ 
ties*  The  operation  was  performed  by  Pennel  Hawr 
kins,  surgeon  extraordinary  to  the  King,  ufid^r  th^ 
direction  of  his  father^  Cmsar  Hawkins,  the  Serjeant^ 
sinrgeon,  and  the  physicians,  Sir  Glifibrd  Wiutringhamj 
Sir  William  Duncan,  and  Sir  John  Pring^e^  Thi$  was 
an  occurrence  of  no  slight  consequence  at  that  tinv9i 
nfeen  the  national  piiijudicefl  against  the  pflPttctioe^  of 
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inoculation  ran  so  extremely  liigh,  that  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  zealous  preachers  in  the  city  of  London 
thought  proper  to  say  in  the  pulpit, — it  was  presump- 
tuous to  pray  for  the  infant  princes,  who  were  now 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  God,  and  committed  into  the 
care  of  sinful  men.  But  the  King  and  Queen  pos- 
sessed minds  too  enlarged  to  be  swayed  by  such  nar- 
row notions,  and  they  deemed  it  a  duty  to  reconmiend 
an  important  and  valuable  discovery  to  th^ir  subjects, 
by  subjecting  the  royal  children  to  the  process  of 
inoculation;  judging  that  the  influence  of  such  an 
example  would  be  more  efficacious  in  rooting  out 
vulgar  error,  than  the  most  powerful  argument  or  per- 
suasive exhortation.  It  must  be  admitted  that  this 
was  a  sacrifice  of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  considering 
the  high  station  of  those  who  made  it,  the  prejudices 
they  had  to  overcome,  and  the  fond  regard  which  they 
entertained  for  their  offspring.  To  estimate  the  valve 
of  this  offering  at  the  shrine  of  reason,  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  those  who  made  it,  we  need  only 
take  a  view  of  the  conduct  of  too  many  in  high,  as 
well  as  in  low  life,  at  this  day,  who  obstinately  persist 
in  exposing  their  children  to  the  danger  of  def9rmity 
and  death,  rather  than  adopt  a  mild  preventive,  which 
is  wholly  free  from  all  pain  and  peril.  Though  vacci- 
nation has  now  stood  the  severest  test  of  trial  during 
the  space  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  been  hailed 
as  a  blessing  from  Heaven  by  nations  remarkable  for 
their  inflexible  attachment  to  ancient  habits  and  opi- 
nions,  yet  has  this  important  discovery  been  all  along 
contemned  and  opposed  in  the  country  where  it  origin* 
nated.  Ibo  much  praise,  therefore,  cannot  be  given 
to  the  royal  family  of  Great  Britain,  for  having  uni- 
fomly  led  the  way  in  promoting  every  invention  and 
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institution  that  has  bad  a  tendency  to  alleviate  the 
evils  of  mortality,  and  to  improve  the  condition  of 

mankind. 

On  the  30th  of  December  1767,  the  sovereign  sum- 
moned a  Chapter  of  the  most  noble  Order  of  the  Bath, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  investing  his  second  son 
with  the  insignia  of  that  chivalrous  dignity ;  bat  the 
ceremony  of  inauguration  was  postponed  for  a  few 
years,  on  account  of  the  extreme  youth  of  the  prince. 
.  At  this  period  the  feelings  of  the  King  suffered 
severely  by  the  intelligence  of  the  immature  death  of 
his  favourite  brother,  Edward  Duke  of  York ;  which 
event  happened  at  the  little  principality  of  Monaco 
in  Italy,  on  the  I7th  of  September.  This  Prince  had 
always  been  remarkably  popular,  being  of  a  more  open 
and  lively  disposition  than  the  King.  He  was,  besides, 
less  careful  of  his  money ;  and,  in  his  early  days,  when 
his  week's  allowance  was  all  expended,  he  would  have 
recourse  to  his  brother  George,  who  readily  gave  him 
whatever  he  wanted. 

Of  this  good-natured  prince,  one  of  the  numerous 
compilers  of  biographical  memoirs  of  our  late  venerable 
monarch  relates  these  anecdotes,  on  the  authority,  as  it 
is  said,  of  an  old  domestic  of  the  family.  "  I  well  re- 
member/' says  the  narrator,  "  Prince  £dward  having 
been  forbidden  to  enter  his  mother's  doors,  on  account 
of  some  mischievous^  tricks  he  had  played ;  and  the 
grooms  of  the  chambers  and  pages  had  positive 
orders  not  to  admit  him.  Whilst  Edward  lay  under 
this  interdict,  some  of  the  great  nobles  dined  with  the 
prinoeMi.  The  Pdnce  of  Wales  interceded  very  hard 
to  have  him  restoted  to  favour,  and,  if  not  j[>ermitted 
to  dine  at  tier  table,  that  he  might  enter  with  the  des- 
sert; but  all  was  in  vain.    The  prince,  hurt  by  his 
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mother's  refusal,  was  very  gloa  aOl  dlkmer-time ;  b«t 
Mien  ibejmibdtew  to  the  mfusic  toom,  lo»  and  beh<dd, 
there  sat  master  Edward,  full  dressed ! — who  rose  and 
fnade  a  very  low  reverence,  as  his  mother  and  sisters 
entered.  '* Hey-day^  sir/'  says  the  princess,  "who 
has  dafed  to  disobey  my  commands,  and  permittea 
yon  to  enter  these  doors  ?"  The  prince  replied,  **  Dont 
be  angry,  my  dear  mother ;  nobody  has  disobeyed  yon ; 
I  have  not  been  admitted  within  these  doors,  nor  vio« 
lated  your  orders ;  for  I  came  in  through  the  middle 
window,  by  the  help  of  the  lamplighter's  ladder :  so 
I  hope  yon  will  give  me  permission  to  remain/'  The 
elder  prince  looked  at  his  mother  in  a  way  that  spoke 
more  powerfully  than  words;  the  frolic  was  laughed 
at,  and  Edward  obtained  his  pardon ;  at  which  no  one 
was  more  pleased  than  his  brother  George,  who  was 
always  ready,  but  not  always  able,  to  help  him  out  of 
the  numerous  scrapes  into  which  he  was  continually 
falling. 

On  the  same  authority,  it  is  said,  that  after  Prince 
Edward  was  fifteen,  he  was  for  ever  scaling  walls,  and 
getting  down  areas,  on  amorous  adventures.  Once  he 
was  locked  up  for  six  hours  in  the  dairy  at  Kew,  by 
a  girl  whom  he  plagued  sadly,  and  who  promised  she 
would  come  to  him  at  dusk;  instead  of  which  she 
turned  the  key  upon  the  frolicsome  youth,  who  had 
no  means  of  escape  till  his  mother  came  home.  Dur- 
ing this  restraint,  he  amused  himself  with  disarranging 
the  economy  of  the  dairy,  under  the  pretext  of  endea- 
vouring to  make  butter  and  cheese.  When  the  prin- 
cess was  informed  of  this  affair,  she  became  very 
highly  offended ;  the  girl  was  immediately  discharged ; 
and  the  prince  was  severely  reprimanded.  But  he 
displayed  no  sense  of  shame  or  sorrow,  telling  his 
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mother  that,  being  fond  of  rural  studies,  he  had  gone 
into  the  dairy  merely  to  leain  how  to  chum. 

Prince  Edward,  80<m  after  the  accessiim  of  hiB 
brother  to  the  throne/ was  created  Duke  of  York ;  but 
the  Yolatility  of  his  temper  would  not  suffer  him  to  fix 
his  residence  at  court.  Travelling  was  his  great  de- 
light, and  his  practice  was  to  rise  early  every  morning, 
when  he  set  down  in  writing  all  the  transactions  and 
observations  that  had  occurred  during  the  preceding 
day.  By  this  means  he  could,  on  turning  to  his  diary, 
immediately  ascertain  where  he  had  been,  what  he  had 
noticed,  and  with  whom  he  had  conversed  at  any  par- 
ticular time.  After  visiting  most  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
he  went  through  France,  Grermany,  and  Italy ;  receiv  ^ 
ing  every  where  the  honours  due  to  his  exalted  rank, 
and  giving  pleasure  to  all  by  the  lib^srality  of  his  con- 
duct, the  suavity  of  his  manners,  and  the  habitual 
cheerfulness  of  his  temper. 

The  character  of  this  prince,  and  that  of  his  nephew 
and  godson,  had  such  an  affinity  as  to  render  it  unne- 
cessary to  make  any  apology  for  a  detail  which  cannot 
fidl  to  amuse  the  reader. 

In  little  more  than  six  months  after  the  death  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  another  breach  was  made  in  the  royal 
family  by  the  demise  of  the  Princess  Louisa,  sister  to 
the  King,  who  fell  a  victim  to  a  consumption  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  her  age.  The  gloom  occasioned  by 
these  repeated  strokes  of  mortality  was  increased  by 
tiie  agitated  state  of  the  nation,  owing  to  the  seditious 
violence  of  political  incendiaries,  whose  libels  were  but 
too  successful  in  disturbmg  the  public  tranquillity, 
and  obstructing  the  measures  of  government. 

But  while  the  friends  of  order  trembled  for  the 
thlnme,  the  King  maintained  his  seat  with  firmness,  and 
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repdled  the  insults  that  were  daily  offered  him  widi 
silent  dignity;  and  even  when  the  infuriated  rabble, 
instigated  by  the  firebrands  of  misrule,  committed  the 
most  scandaloos  outrages  at  die  Tery  gates  of  the 
palace,  the  fortitude  of  the  monsirch  never  once  forsook 
him ;  nor  coold  the  menaces  of  faction  shake  the  reso* 
lotion  which  he  had  taken  of  liTtng  and  dying  with  the 
laws  and  constitution.  To  suppose  that  his  Majesty 
did  not  suffer  acutely  amidst  the  tempest  with  which 
be  had  to  struggle,  and  under  the  opprobrious  calum- 
nies that  were  daily  poured  out  against  the  purity  of 
his  motives,  would  be  doing  wrong  to  the  integrity  of 
bis  principles  and  the  delicacy  ot  his  sentiments.  By 
the  former,  however,  he  preserved  the  country ;  while 
the  latter  made  him  tender  to  his  enemies,  and  com- 
passionate to  the  people,  who  were  deceived  by  the 
artifices  of  demagogues. 

In  the  bosom  of  his  famUy  the  sovereign  found 
solace  from  the  evils  that  oppressed  and  surrounded 
him ;  and  his  richest  consolation,  next  to  that  derived 
firom  the  consciousness  of  the  rectitude  of  his  latea- 
tions,  lay  in  the  virtues  of  his  consort,  whose  conver- 
sation calmed  his  spirits  when  distracted  by  the  cares 
of  royalty ;  and  whose  active  mind  was  ever  fertile  in 
expedients  to  divert  his  thoughts  when  in  a  state  of 
disquietude.  Among  other  ingenious  deviees,  which 
tiie  Queen  had  recourse  to  at  this  period,  waa  that  of 
cauaing  a  dcawing-room  to  be  held  by  the  Piinee  of 
Wales  and  his  sister  the  Princess  Royals  the  <me  seven 
and  the  odier  three  yeaj»  old.  The  novelty  of  the 
idea  rendered  it  peculiariy  attractive,  and  the  speetacle 
itself  was  calculated,  if  any  sigikt  could  produce  such 
an  effioct,  to  soften  the  maUgnity  of  faction,  and  make 
the  people  ashamed  ctf  their  own  credulity*  in  beinf 
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doped  by  the  fiu^tions  defamers  rf  rank  and  Tirtue.— ^ 
This  drawinff-xoom  took  place  on  the  26th  of  Octo*. 
ber,  176D,  being  the  anniTeiaary  of  his  Majesty's  ac- 
cession ;  and  it  was  held  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  St 
James's  palace.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  <m  tUs  occa- 
sion, was  dressed  in  scarlet  and  gold,  with  the  enrigns 
of  the  order  of  the  Garter;  on  his  right  was  Prince 
Frederick,  bishop  ot  Osnabnrg,  in  blue  and  gold,  with 
the  insignia  of  the  order  of  the  Bath ;  next  to  him,  on 
a  rich  sola,  sat  the  Princess  Royal,  with  the  twa 
younger  princes,  William  and  Edward,  at  her  right 
hand,  elegantly  dressed  in  togas,  according  to  the 
Roman  costume. 

The  appearance  of  so  many  fine  children  excited  the 
most  lively  sensibility  in  the  company  who  were  ad- 
mitted to  behold  the  interesting  scene ;  but  the  sight 
was  rendered  still  more  delightfiil,  by  the  very  gracei\il' 
manner  in  which  the  two  elder  princes  and  their  lovely 
sister  deported  themselves  toward  the  elegant  circle  of 
fashionable  persons  by  whom  they  were  surrounded. 

While  caie  was  taken  to  bring  the  royal  children 
forward  to  public  view,  the  utmost  regard  was  paid 
to  the  moral  and  intellectual  culture  of  their  minds« 
Their  education  was  carried  on  regulariy  upon  the 
plan  which  the  King  had  well  digested,  and  which  he 
superintended  himself  with  unremitting  assiduity  and 
parental  solicitude.  To  this  persevering  attention  may 
be  ascribed  the  early  proficiency  made  by  all  the  chil-« 
dren  of  the  royal  family  in  the  various  branches  of 
knowledge  which  they  were  required  to  study.  The 
King's  affidction  for  his  children  was  peculiarly  ten- 
der, and  strikingly  evinced  in  the  anxiety  which  he 
felt  for  any  of  them  when^  indisposed.  It  is  well 
known  that  he  would  go  to  the  lo^er  Lodge .  himself^ 
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where  they  lay,  as  early  as  five  in  the  morning,  and 
gently  tapping  at  the  doors  of  their  respectiYe  apart- 
ments, ini][aire  how  they  had  passed  the  night.  His  own 
course  of  life  was  carried  on  with  the  utmost  regularity, 
his  time  of  rising  never  exceeding  six  or  seven,  when  he 
constantly  retired  to  the  private  devotions  of  his  closet, 
where  he  commonly  sjient  an  hour  previous  to  break<- 
fast.  At  eight  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Prince  Frederick, 
the  Princess  Royal,  and  the  princes  William  and 
Edward,  were  brought  from  their  several  apartments 
on  the  Green  at  Kew,  to  the  Queen's  house,  to  breakfast 
with  their  parents:  there  also  the  younger  children 
regularly  were  brought  by  their  respective  attendants, 
to  lisp  or  smile  a  good  morrow ;  after  which,  while  the 
ddest  went  to  their  studies,  the  others,  if  the  weatiier 
permitted,  passed  the  morning  in  Richmond  gardens* 
The  King  and  Queen  also  generally  made  a  tour,  once 
a  week,  with  their  whole  family,  round  the  same  exten- 
sive and  elegant  plantations.  The  children  all  dined 
together  at  an  early  hour,  the  fare  being  invariably 
plain,  and  entirely  free  from  luxury ;  nor  was  any  wine 
allowed  at  UMe.  Their  Msgesties  frequently  amused 
themselves  with  sitting  in  the  room  during  the  meal ; 
after  which,  the  King  commonly  passed  the  time  in  his 
study,  when  not  on  horseback,  or  engaged  in  transact- 
ing public  business  with  his  ministers.  At  table  he 
was  exceedingly  moderate,  generally  dining  himself  off 
one  dish ;  and  he  never  went  beyond  four  glasses  of 
wine  at  any  time. 

Such  was  the  simple  life,  and  such  were  the  r^ular 
habits,  to  which  all  the  royal  children  were  accustomed 
by  example,  as  well  as  discipline;  and  it  has  been 
justly  remarked,  that,  whatever  charms  ambition  or 
fidly  might  conceive  to  be  necessarily  attendant  upon 


MAMOIR  OP  THE  DUKB  OP  YORK.       29 

the*  highest  of  all  earthly  rank,  it  was  neither  on  the 
throne,  nor  in  the  pageantry  which  surrounded  it,  nor 
in  the  parade  of  the  drawing-room,  that  the  royal  pair 
placed  their  happiness;  bnt,  next  to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  their  station,  it  was  in  social  and 
domestic  gratifications,  in  breathing  the  air  of  freedom, 
admiring  the  works  of  nature,  encouraging  beneficial 
arts,  and  bringing  up  their  ofispring  to  a  Similar  love 
and  practice  of  yirtue. 

In  tke  evening/  it  was  the  custom  for  all  the  children 
again  to  pay  their  respects  at  the  Queen's  house, 
before  they  retired  to  rest ;  and  the  same  order  was 
observed  through  each  succeeding  day,  without  any 
deviation,  while  at  that  place  of  residence.  On  Sunday 
every  member  of  the  fkmily,  of  a  proper  age,  was 
required  to  attend  public  w6rship ;  and  in  the  evening 
his  Majesty  himself  made  it  a  rule  to  read  a  discourse 
from  the  writings  of  some  of  our  best  divined.  His 
favourite  authors  were  Taylor,  Atterbnry,  Sherlock, 
and  Barrow ;  but  especially  the  latter,  whose  sermons, 
being  uncommonly  long,  the  King  judiciously  divided 
each  into  two  or  three  portions.  And  here,  while  on 
this  subject,  an  anecdote  occurs  to  the  memory  worthy 
ot  relation. 

One  day,  the  King  meeting  a  young  clergyman,  of 
noble  birth,  upon  the  terrace  at  Windsor,  entered  into 
conversation  with  him ;  and,  turning  the  discourse  to 
theological  subjects,  noticed  the  superiority  of  the 
old  divines  over  the  modems.  The  ecclesiastic,  who 
had  little  but  the  title  to  distinguish  him,  professed  his 
ignorance  of  the  early  writers,  saying,  that  his  reading 
had  not  extended  beyond  the  productions  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  which  he  had  been  taught  to  regard  as  more 
degant  than  those  of  the  preceding  century.    "Far 
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otberwiae,"  teid  the  King^ ''  there  can  be  no  oompaii* 
son  between  them ;  they  were  giants  in  those  days/' 

The  fayoorite  studies  <^  his  Miyesty  were  geo^ 
graphy»  history,  and  mathematics ;  with  all  which  he 
was  extremely  well  acquainted ;  as  well  as  with  the 
principal  modem  languages  of  Europe,  particnlariy 
French  and  Grerman,  both  of  which  he  understood 
thoroughly,  and  spoke  them  fluently.  All  his  pursuita 
were  of  a  practical  nature,  and  tended  to  a  us^ul  pur«^ 
pose.  Nothing  trivial,  speculative,  or  abstruse,  was 
suffered  to  occupy  his  attention.  Even  his  very  amuse- 
ments, except  hunting,  if  indeed  that  sport  mig^t  be 
exempted  which  conduced  to  the  preservation  of  health, 
wete  all  directed  to  the  great  object  of  g»ieral  utility. 

George  the  Third  was  a  lover  of  peace,  and  he  gave 
an  early  proof  his  being  so,  by  hazarding  the  loss  of 
popularity  at  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  in  endea* 
vouring  to  put  an  end  to  what  was  called  a  glorious, 
though  in  reality  a  burdensome  and  unprofitable,  war. 
This  pacific  disposition,  however,  was  not  the  effiset  ot 
timidity,  as  in  James  the  First,  or  of  the  love  of  plea- 
sure, as  in  Charles  the  Second ;  neither  was  the  King 
insensible  of  the  imiK>rtance  of  a  great  military  and 
naval  establishment  for  the  security  of  a  nation,  whose 
colonies  and  commerce  were  spread  over  three  parts 
of  the  globe.  The  achievement  of  conquests  was  far 
from  his  desire,  but  he  knew  that  the  rights  of  the 
crown  and  the  interests  of  the  people  were  so  closely 
connected  as  not  to  be  separated  without  disgrace,  and 
ruin.  He  therefore,  though,  averse  to  every  kind  of 
pomp,  and  utteriy  devoid  of  ambition,  appealed  to  take 
a  delight  in  the  review  of  his  troops ;  going  through 
the  various  evolutions  with  a  precision  which  seemefd 
to  indicate  a  mind  solely  devoted  to  that  pursuit. 
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That  such  ex^viBes  did  not  affind  pleasme,  it  would 
be  idle  to  say ;  but  that  titey  were  made  subservient  to 
any  motiTe  of  personal  gratification  and  aggrandize- 
ment,  it  woold  be  the  height  of  injustice  to  aiBrm. 
The  whole,  of  this  application  to  the  technical  know^- 
ledge  necessary  for  the  manag^nent  of  an  aimy  in  the 
field  of  battle,  was  the  pure  result  of  an  imperatire 
sense  of  duty ;  and  under  the  same  force  of  oUigation, 
the  King  habituated  himself  to  the  labour  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  history  and  coadition  of  every 
xegimeat  in  his  service,  not  even  excepting  the  militia. 
He  knew  the  names,  numbers^  and  circumstances  oC 
all  the  oflEucers,  their  past  deeds,  g^^ral  character,  and 
present  situation*  Of  all  these  particulars,  with. suck 
otiier  incidental  informatioa  as  mig^t  occur,  he  kept  an 
exact  register,  written  entirely,  and  indexed,  by  his 
own  hand;  nor  did  he  ever  suffer  it  to  be  once  out  of 
his  possession. 

As  a  proof  of  the  value  of  this  record,  and  of  the 
extraordinary  memory,  as  well  as  liberality,  of  the 
monarch,  the  fioUowiog  anecdote  may  be  relied  upon. 
When  Lord  Amherst  was  at  the  head  of  the  military 
administiation,  the  m^ority  in  a  certain  regiment 
became  vacant,  and  a  new  appointment  taking  {dace, 
the  commission  was  laid  before  his  Majesty  for  the 
necessary  sign  manual.  On  casting  his  eye  over  the 
instrumfflit,  the  King  asked  what  was  become  of  one 
officer  belonging  to  that  corps,  and  whether  he  was 
dead  ?  Being  answered  thai  he  was  still  alive  and  in  the 
service,  the  King^  u^vired  why  he  was  not  pce&rred? 
To  this  que^on  he  received  the  oflkial  explanation,  that 
tile  gentleman,  thouj^^  very  meritorious  in  every  respect, 
had  it  not  in  his  iK>wer  to  make  up  the  differaice  for 
the  pufdmse,  accoiding  to  die  established  regulations. 
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Upon  this,  the  King,  going  to  his  scrutoire,  took  out 
his  private  book,  and,  taming  to  a  page,  read  some 
details ;  after  which  he  said,  '^  Here  is  an  accoont  of 
services  more  than  adequate  to  the  paltry  sum  re- 
paired by  the  rules  of  the  War  Office ;  and  therefore 
I  cannot  in  conscience  permit  such  a  man  to  be  passed 
over  on  this  occasion.  He  must  have  the  majority,  if 
I  pay  the  difference  myself/' 

Such  was  the  principle  of  equity  which  governed  the 
mind  and*  actibns  of  this  excellent  sovereign ;  and  he 
made  it  a  constant  practice  to  train  his  children  up  in 
the  same  regard  to  moral  justice. 

The  strict  domestic  attention  paid  by  both  the  King 
and  Queen  to  the  mental  improvement  of  their  offspring, 
was  higUy  deserving  of  imitation.  It  was  customary 
to  allow  each  of  the  children  a  stated  sum  in  the  nature* 
f  a  privy  purse,  given  without  any  express  conditions 
as  to  the  appropriation,  but  subject  nevertheless  to 
parental  inquiry;  when  a  due  censure  foUowed  the 
discovery  of  any  improper  expenditure,  and  praise 
where  the  conduct  had  been  such  as  to  merit  the  re- 
ward. The  effect  of  this  judicious  regulation  was  such, 
that  while  it  induced  economy,  it  served  to  act  as  an 
incitement  to  benevolence.  Of  the  truth  of  this,  the 
following  is  a  case  in  point.  While  the  King  was 
reading  the  newspaper  at  breakfast,  one  of  the  junior 
Drancbes  of  the  family,  turning  to  the  Queen,  said,. 
''Madam,  I  can't  imagine  what  sort  of  a  place  a 
prison  is."  To  this  expression  of  surprise  an  affecting 
explanation  was  given;  when  the  child,  understand • 
ing  that  the  persons  who  were  in  confinement  frequently 
suffered  cold  and  hunger  within  the  dreary  walls  of  a 
dungeon,  replied, ''  Oh,  that  is  very  cruel,  for  the  prison 
must  be  bad  enough  without  starving ;  therefore  I  will 
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save  all  my  pocket-money  to  buy  bread  for  poor  pri- 
soners." Becoming  praise  was  bestowed  upon  the 
young  philanthropist,  whose  benevolent  intention  was 
not  only  carried  into  effect,  but  a  considerable  addition 
was  made  thereto  by  the  royal  parents,  and  the  rest  of 
the  family. 

The  first  governor  of  the  two  elder  princes  was  the 
Earl  of  Holdemesse,  under  whom  were  Monsieur  de 
Salzes,  a  French  protestant,  and  Mr.  Leonard  Smelt. 
Dr.  Markham,  master  of  Westminster  school,  at  the 
express  desire  of  the  King,  quitted  that  station,  to 
undertake  the  office  of  classical  instructor,  and  with 
him  was  associated  Dr.  Cyril  Jackson,  of  Christchurch» 
Oxford ;  whose  brother,  Mr.  William  Jackson,  became 
the  mathematical  teacher.  With  these  able  men  the 
King  did  not  interfere,  any  otherwise  than  to  mark  the 
pn^;ress  of  the  youths ;  but  that  his  Majesty  was 
exceedingly  vigilant  to  keep  from  his  children  all  books 
and  persons  of  a  questionable  character,  will  appear 
from  two  facts.  When  the  two  elder  princes  were  jast 
taken  from  the  nursery,  Mr.  Ki^gell,  a  clergyman  who 
had  rendered  himself  conspicuous  in  the.  prosecution 
of  Wilkes  for  an  infamous  publication,  flattered  him- 
self with  the  idea  of  being  appointed  preceptor  to  one 
or  both  of  them.  To  attain  his  object,  he  communi- 
cated to  Lady  Charlotte  Finch  some  fables  in  prose 
which  he  had  composed,  hoping,  through  her  in- 
terest, to  procure  permission  to  dedicate  the  collection 
to  the  princes.  On  her  ladyship's  recommendation; 
the  desired  favour  was  readily  granted ;  and  the  work 
was  most  elegantly  printed  in  two  small  volumes,  widi. 
very  neat  vignettes  engraved  in  outline.  According  to 
etiquette,  the  performance,  previous  to  publication, 
was  submitted  to  the  King,  who  no  sooner  looked  6ver 

R 


S4  HBlfOIR  OF  THE  DUKB  OP  YORK. 

it,  than  he  discovered  a  vein  of  levity  nmni&g  ^rottfh 
the  whole,  mixed  with  flattery  so  gross,  and  satire  s^ 
palpable,  that  he  was  quite  shocked  at  the  impropriety 
of  countenancing  sncb  a  book,  especially  as  a  maaoinal 
of  instfvction.  .  No  titne  was  lost  in  signifying  the 
royal  disapprobation  to  the  author ;  but,  to  make  him 
and  Robson  the  bookseller  amends,  the  whole  im- 
piession  was  paid  for  and  des^troyed.  Thus  poor 
Kidgell  overshot  the  mark  at  which  he  aimed;  and 
the  mortification  was  so  great,  that  he  soon  after  left 
the  kingdom. 

The  other  instance  in  which  the  royal  pradenoe  and 
sagacity  proved  '  too  much  for  art  and  amlrition,  was 
that  of  the  unfortunate  Dr.  William  Dodd.  This  man, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  new  reign;  had  attidned 
an  extraofdinar]^  degree  of  popularity  in  London  as  a 
preacher ;  and  also  by  his  zeal  in  promoting  several 
diaritable  institutions,  particularly  the  very  laudable 
one  for  the  reformation  of  penitent  prostitutes.  These 
exertions  brought  him  very  much  into  the  notice  of  th^ 
great ;  and  the  Countess  of  Northumberland  interested 
herself  so  much  in  his  favour,  that  the  Queen  became 
his  patroness,  and  by  her  influence  procured  him  to  be 
appointed  one  of  tiie  chaplains  in  ordinary.  About  the 
same  time  the  cdtebrated  Earl  of  Chesterfield  entrusted 
tb  his  care  the  education  of  his  adopted  heir,*  Philip 
Dormer  Stanhope;  and  so  well  pleased  was  that 
nobleman  widi  the  manner  in  which  Dbdd  discharged 
the  ofike  of  tutor,  that  he  ventured  to  mention  him  as 
a  pierson  admirably  qualified  to  be  employed  in  the 
edncation  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  brothers. 

The  Queen,  who  was  pleased  with  the  fervid  elo- 
quence of  Dodd,  and  had  at  his  desire  taken  upon 
herself  the  patronage  of  the  Magdalen  Hospital,  was 
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nrach  incUned  to  favour  the  apj^atioin  in  hfii  bclialll 
The  King,  however,  whose  penetration  into  the  human 
<diaracter  was  greater  than  most  people  gave  him  credif 
tar,  put  a  decided  negative  upon  the  proposal;  noB 
could  he  ever  be  brought  to  bestow  any  preferment 
Upon  this  ingenious,  but  time-serving  and  profligate 
ecclesiastic.  > 

A  very  few  years  clearly  shewed  what  a  just  esti-' 
mate  his  Majesty  had  formed  of  the  man ;  and  how 
truly  superior  his  discernment  was  to  that  of  the 
nobleman  by'wh<Mn  Dodd  had  been  so  particularly 
distinguished.  11»  Earl  of  Holdernesse  did  net  long 
retain  the  situation  of  governor  to  the  princes,  and,  on 
his  resignation.  Lord  Bruce  was  appointed  to  thai 
post ;  which,  however,  he  held  only  a  short  time,  and 
en  his  retirement  was  created  Earl  of  Aylesbury.  The 
JOuke  of  Montague  now  succeeded  to  the  superintend^ 
ence  of  the  royal  education ;  with  whom  Dr.  Markham 
and  Dr.  Jackson  cordially  co-operated ;  and  under 
their  joint  labours,  with-  the  assistance  of  the  ablest 
professors  in  different  departments  that  could  be 
procured,  the  most  satisfe4:tory  progress  was  made* 
The  King,  indeed,  wqjs  so  perfectly  pleased  with  the 
conduct  of  Dr.  Maikham,  that,  of  his  own  accord,  he 
promoted  him  in  February  1771  to  the  bishopric  of 
Chester;  but  he  still  continued  to  discharge  the'im* 
portant  office  which  had  produced  his  advancement 
to  the  mitre,  and  that  at  the  special  desire  of  tiie  King 
himsdf.  Nor,  indeed,  could  tiie  royal  choice  have 
fidlen  upon  a  fitter  person  than  Dr.  Markham,  a^  he 
was  remarkable  for  mildness  of  temper ;  and,  besides 
possessing  an  uncommon  readiness  in  dearing  up  diffi- 
culties, he  excelled  in  the  mode  of  conveying  know.- 
ledge,  and  of  exciting  youth  to  laudable  pursuits. 
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Whilst  storing  the  javenile  mind  with  good  principles, 
and  guarding  them  carefhlly  from  receiving  bad  ones, 
his  system  was  to  point  .oat  the  happiness  of  virtue, 
and  to  expose  the  misery  of  vice,  by  appropriate 
examples  drawn  from  the  sources  of  genuine  history. 
His  classical  learning  was  extensive,  his  judgment 
correct,  and  his  taste  elegant.  In  addition  to  his 
pre-eminent  qualifications  as  a  preceptor,  and  which 
rendered  him  so  deserving  of  the  high  trust  reposed  in 
him  by  the  sovereign,  it  was  a  most  important  feature 
in  his  character,  that  he  never  permitted  granunatical 
studies  to  take  an  undue  preponderance  over  general 
informatioiii.  As  head  master  of  a  public  seminary, 
he  was  bound  by  a  system  from  which  he  could  in 
no  instance  deviate ;  but  in  the  station  which  he  now 
occupied.  Dr.  Markham  was  aware  that  a  difierent 
course  must  be  pursued.  To  allow  time  for  «ach 
branch  of  knowledge  that  was  to  be  leaxnt^  the  twenty* 
four  hours  were  regulariy  divided  into  allotted  por- 
tions; besides  which,  there  were  days  set  apart  for 
particular  objects.  The  morning  was  devoted  to 
Latin,  the  principal  authors  read  being  Virgil,  Terence, 
and  Horace,  among  the  poets;  and  Csesar,  Sallust, 
and  Cicero,  of  the  prose  writers.  These,  however, 
were  adopted  in  succession,  according  to  the  progress 
made  by  the  royal  pupils.  Tully's  Offices  constituted 
a  kind  of  text-book,  as  well  for  the  inculcation  of 
moral  principles,  as  to  impress  the  mind  with  a  proper 
relish  for  purity  of  composition.  The  Commentaries 
of  Ca&sar  were  also  read  throughout,  and  accompanied 
with  a  geographical  coarse  of  explanation,  by  way  of 
lecture,  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  the  plan  laid 
down  by  the  great  Bossuet,  in  his  education  of  the 
dauphin  of  France.    In  the  account  which  that  iUus- 
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trious  man  wrote  of  the  system  he  adopted  for  the 
instruction  of  the  prince^  he  says,  ^'  Caesar  he  admired 
above  all,  as  an  excellent  model  of  writing  and 
action ;  besides  which,  he  was  desirous  to  learn  oi  him 
the  art  of  war.  We  did,  therefore,  as  it  were,  follow 
this  great  commander  in  all  his  marches ;  we  'made 
encampments,  formed  and  executed  designs,  praised 
or  punished  the  soldiery,  employed  them  in  the  con* 
struction  of  fortifications,  raised  their  hopes,  held  thCTi 
in  a  state  of  preparation  for  various  services;  and 
whilst  we  conducted  a  conqueriiig  army,  we  restrained 
their  passion  for  plunder,  kept  them  in  order  by  dis- 
cipline, and  secured  our  allies  by  a  punctual  obs^- 
van'ce  of  treaties.  We  accommodated  the  disposition 
of  ouir  troops  to  the  circumstances  of  the  place  and 
the  character  of  the  enemy :  sometimes  we  made  ad- 
vantage  by  delay,  but  commonly  pushed  on,  and  by 
the  celerity  of  our  marches  gave  the  foe  no  time  either 
for  council  or  flight ;  those  who  submitted  we  spared, 
but  such  as  resisted  we  treated  with  severity :  the  con- 
quered countries  we  reconciled  to  our  government  by 
prudence  and  equity;  thus  at  once  softening  their 
subjection,  and  securing  our  victories/' 

It  is  not  meant  that  the  course  of  explaining  classic 
authors,  so  eloquently  depicted  by  the  Bishop  of 
Meaux  in  this  statement  of  his  practice,  was  literally 
followed  in  the  education  of  the  English  princes :  but 
this  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  order  of  gram- 
matical tuition  pursued  by  Dr.  Markham  and  his  very 
able  coadjutor,  was  not  less  judicious  and  efficacious. 
After  a  solid  foundation  had  been  laid  by  these  exfe- 
rienced  instructors,  the  task  of  completing  the  important 
work  in  the  more  finished  and  ornamental  parts,  was 
left  by  them  to  Dr.  Hurd,  Bishop  of  Lichfield.    The 
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iil>poiiitiiieiit  of  this  aceomjdisbed  scholar  and  amiable 
mail  to  the  situation  of  tutor,  is  said  to  have  originated 
entirely  with  the  King ;  who,  on  the  perusal  of  Dr. 
Hurd's  exoellent  ^Dialogues  on  History,  Chiyalry, 
and  Romance,"*  conceiyed  so  high  an  opinion  of  the 
author^  as  io  deem  him  a  proper  person  to  instruct  his 
sons  in  those  sound  principles  of  the  British  consti-* 
tution,  of  which  in  that  work  he  had  displayed. a 
profound  knowledge. 

Another  account,  and  perhaps  the  most  accurate, 
though  not  very  remote  from  tiie  other,  is,  that  when  Dn 
Hurd  published  his  **  Lectures  on  Prophecy,"  deliT^red 
in  "the  chapel  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  pursuant  to  the  settle* 
meat  of  Bishop  Warburton ;  Iiord  Mansfield,  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  institution,  was  so  well  pleased  with 
the  ability  of  the  preacher,  that,  on  the  first  appear* 
ance  of  the  volume  from  the  press,  he  laid  it  befi>re 
his  Majesty,  with  a  strong  recommendation  of  the 
author^  as  a  person  admirably  furnished  with  all  the 
requisites  of  talent  and  temper  necessary  to  direct 
the  studies  of  the  hear  apparent  and  his  brother;  It 
happened^  according  to  this  statemait  of  the  affiiir, 
that  the  King  was  already  well  acquainted  with  the 
^'  Dialogues"  of  Dr.  Hurd ;  and  on  being  informed  liiat 
the  writer  and  lecturer  were  one  and  the  same,  he 
expressed  bis  entire  satisfaction  at  the  discovery ;  and 
tber^ore,  when  Dr.  Markham  signified  his  wish  t6 
retire  from  the  oflice  of  tutor,  to  attend  to  his  episcopal 
duties,  his  Majesty  at  once  pitched  upon  Dr.  Hord  as 
his  successor. 

The  two  narratiYes  do  not  materially  differ ;  bai 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  after  aU,  that  Bishop 
Warburton  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  affair,  and  that 
with  his  usual  address,  without  Dr.  Hurd's  knowledge. 
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bd  managed  the  matter  for  the  advancement  of  his 
friend  through  the  powerftil  interest  of  Lord  Msmsfield; 
Snch,  at  least,  is  the  account  which  the  compiler  of 
this  monoir  has  himself  frequently  had  from  some  of 
Bishop  Warburton's  nearest  relatives. 

The  late  Dr.  Parr  was  also  fully  convinced  of  thi» 
truth  of  this  statement,  which  he  received  from  the 
same  authority ;  onty,  out  of  hatred  to  the  two  bishops, 
he  afiected  to  believe  that  the  business  was  artfully  con- 
trived betweeii  them  some  years  befbre,  and  that  the  earl 
was  the  instrument  of  their  ingenious  device.  The  ran- 
corous enmity  of  Parr  to  Hurd,  and  the  unassuming  cha- 
racter of  the  latter,  will,  however,  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
every  candid  mind  that  the  aspersion  is  totally  ground*" 
less.  What  was  the  cause  of  Parr's  inveterate  hos^ 
tility  to  Bishop  Hurd,  and  which  he  evinced  <m  every 
occasion  tiirough.  life,  has  never  hitherto  been  clearly 
stated,  or  even  conjectured.  But  the  truth  is,  when 
Dr.  Cyril  Jackson  followed  his  friend-Bishop  Markham 
fh>m  the  situation  which  he  held  about  the  princes^ 
Parr  applied  to  Hurd  for  the  vacant  preceptorship  ; 
founding  his  claim  upon  their  academical  connexion 
as  members  of  Emmanuel  College,  and  the  high  esti- 
mate in  which  he  held  his  own  scholastic  abilities. 
Hurd,  with  all  the  respect  that  he  entertained  for  the 
deep  and  various  learning  of  his  iM  acquaintance,  did 
not  think  him  possessed  of  the  happiest  disposition 
for  so  delicate  an  appointment  as  that  to  which  he 
aspired;  and,  so  judging,  he  let  him  down  gentiy,  with 
a  declaration  that  the  nomination  rested  with  the 
sovereign.  Parr,  where  he  conceived  himself  injured, 
was  not  to  be  softened  l>y  civility ;  and,  from  this  time, 
he  treasured  up  tlie  bitterest  venom  against  the  bishop, 
espedally  when  he  foiknd  timt  the  latter  had  actually 
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preferred  their  common  friend  Amald  to  the  subpreoep^ 
torship.  The  enraged  Doctor,  however,  did  not  give 
vent  to  his  spleen  in  public,  till  the  appearance'  of 
the  splendid  edition  of  Warburton's  Works,  in  1787  : 
then  Ihe  virulent  polemic  opened  his  tremendous  fire 
against  both  the  dead  and  the  living  prelate,  in  the 
publication  of  the  extraordinary  volume,  entituled^ 
"  Tracts  by  Warburton  and  a  Warburtonian." 

The  torrent  of  virulent  abuse  poured  out  upon 
Bishop  Hurd  in  the  preface  to  that  work,  gave  such 
offence  to  the  King,  that  he  could  never  afterwards 
endure  the  name  of  Parr ;  and  this,  aversion  was  in* 
creased  by  the  busy  politics  of  the  Doctor,  and  his 
becoming  a  sort  of  chaplain  and  pensioner  of  the  Whig 
Club.  When  that  junto,  therefore,  came  into  power. 
Parr  was  passed  over  in  the  distribution  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal preferment,  nor  would  his  Majesty  on  any  account 
have,  given  his  consent  to  the  elevation  of  a  divine 
who  had  so  grossly  deviated  from  the  spirit  and  duties 
of  his  profession.  The  Doctor,  however,  in  one  of  his 
flights  of  vanity,  said  to  the  late  worthy  John  Nichols, 
.  that,  during  the  short  administration  of  Fox,  he  was 
actually  set  down  for  the  bishopric  of  Gloucester: 
but,  whatever  might  have  been  the  inclinations  of  the 
party,  it  is  certain  that  the  King  would  have  put  a 
decided  negative  upon  the  recommendation;  nor  is 
there  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  statesmen, 
by  whom  Parr  was  esteemed,  would  have  ventured  to 
propose  him  for  a  mitre,  or  even  a  deanery,  knowing, 
as  they  all  did,  how  much  the  monarch  disliked  the 
man. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression,  to  the  education 
of  the  princes.  The  King  had  no  pretensions  to  the 
reputation  of  a  scholar,  and  in  classical  learning  he 
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was  ,  generally  supposed  to  be  deficient.  Bat  his 
acquaintance  with  general  knowledge  was  considerable ; 
and  he  miide  it  an  object  to  have  his  children  tho- 
roughly instructed  in  every  branch  of  useful  science, 
like  tlieir  father,  they  read  admirably,  and  wrote  an, 
exceOent  hand  even  at  an  early  age., 
'  Eight  hours  every  day  were  devoted  to  their  several 
tasks ;  but  sufficient  time  was  always  allowed  for  those 
exercises  which  conduced  to  invigorate  the  constitution, 
and  relax  the  mind  from  the  severity  of  study.  During 
their  residence  on  Kew  Green,  the  princes  amused  them- 
selves commonly  with  playing  at  single-wicket  cricket, 
in  which  skilful  and  active  sport  they  became  such 
proficients,  that  it  was  said  they  could  hardly  be  sur- 
passed by  any  of  the  best  players  in  the  kingdom. 

Prince  Frederick  was  particularly  distinguished  by 
the  robustness  of  his  frame  and  the*  agility  of  his 
motions.  Among  other  things  related  of  his  youthful 
vigour,  it  is  confidently  affirmed,  that  he  often  made  two 
servants  hold  a  garter  as  high  as  his  mouth,  and  then, 
retiiing  some  distance,  he  would  take  a  run,  and  clear  the 
same  at  a  single  bound.  In  horsemanship  he  excelled, 
as  he  also  did  in  the  manual  exercise,  and  all  the  arts 
connected  with  the  military  profession,  to  wiiich  from 
his  infancy  he  was  destined. 

Throughout  the  whole  system  observed  in  rearing 
these  hopes  of  the  nation,  utility  was  primarily  re- ' 
garded,  of  which  the  following  instance,  related  on  his 
own  personal  knowledge  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Young, 
may  be  adduced  as  a  proof.  At  the  desire  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  and  his  brother,  when  the  former  was  no 
more  than  twelve  years  of  age,  a  spot  of  ground  was 
allotted  to  them  at  Kew,  in  the  nature  of  a  small  farm. 
This  field  they  dug  themselves,  without  any  assistance ; 
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after  which  they  sowed  it  with  wheat,  attended  the 
growth  of  their  little  crop,  weeded  it,  reaped  and 
harvested  it,  solehjr  by  themselves.  They  next 
thrashed  out  the  com,  then  separated  it  from  the 
ehaflf;  and  at  this  period  of  their  labour  they  were 
bronght  to  reflect,  from  their  own  experience,  on  the 
varioas  occiipations  and  cares  which  mark  the  life  of 
a  farmer  and  husbandman.  The  two  young  agricul- 
turists not  only  raised  their  Own  crop,  but  they  also 
carried  it  to  the  mill,  and  having  parted  the  bran  from 
the  meal,  they  superintended  the  whole  process  of 
converting  it  into  bread,  which,  it  may  well  be  ima- 
gined, was  eaten  with  no  flight'  relish.  The  King  and 
Queen  partook  of  the  philosophical  repast,  and  beheld 
with  pleasure  the  very  amusements  of  their  children 
rendered  instrumented  to  the  improvement  of  their 
minds  in  practical  knowl^ge. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1772,  a  grand  Installation  of 
th\5' knights  companions  of  the  Bath  took  place  in 
Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel  at  Westminster,  on  which 
Occasion,  Prince  Frederick  was  knighted,  though  he 
had  not  as  yet  completed  his  ninth  year;  and  on 
the  26th  of  the  same  month  he  w&s  invested  with  the 
insignia  of  the  most  noble  order  of  the  Garter,  at  a 
grand  installation  held  for  the  purpose  at  Windsor. 

When  the  heir  apparent  had  attained  his  fourteenth 
year,  his  birthday  was  eelebrated  in  a  very  reniark- 
able  manner.  'Their  Majesties,  and  all  the  family, 
wiA  several  of  the  nobility,  went  in  procession  to  St. 
Creorge's  chapel,  where,  previous  to  the  religious  ser- 
tice,  the  Eling,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Bishop  of 
Osnabvrg,  and  the  Duke  of  Montague,  went  up  to  the 
altar,  and  made  their  offerings  of  gold  and  silver,  which 
flie  canons  residentiary  received  in  a  gold  dish. 
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Ten  days  after  this  ceremony^  there  was  a  regatta 
on  the  Thames,  in  honour  of  the  Prince,  who  gav^ 
three  wherries  as  prizes,  to  be  rowed  for  by  as  nianj 
young  watermen  who  were  jast  out  of  their  time. 
Tl^  day  happened  to  be  very  fine,  and  the  royal  party 
walked  aipong  the  company  along  the  side  of  the  river^ 
eojoyiog  the  liveliness  of  the  sbene,  and  the  pleasure 
\^hich  it  afforded  to  the  numerous  spectators. 
*  In  the  f^irfV^wing  n^onth,  the  King  and  Queen,  with 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Bishop  of  Osnaburg,  the 
Princess  Boyal,  and  the  Princess  Augusta,  attended 
by  Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  General  Desaguliers,  the 
military  tutor  of  the  princes,  and  Colonel  Pothain^ 
went  to  Mr.  Hartley's  house  on  Wimbledon  commoiB^ 
to  see  some  very  remarkable  experiments,  illustrative 
joS  that  gentleman's  invration  for  the  security  of  build^ 
ings  against  fire.  Their  Majesties,  with  the  princes 
and  princesses,  first  breakfasted  in  one  of  the  rooms, 
the  tea-kettle  being  boiled  over  a  fire  made  upon  the 
flpor  of  the  opposite .  apartment,  which  they  aller- 
wards  w^nt  into,  and  saw  the  bed  set  on  fire;  but 
though  the  curtains  were  soon  consumed,  with  pai^t 
of  the  wood  work,  the  entire  frame  was  not  destroye4> 
the  flames^  from  the  resistance  of  the  floor,,  going  out 
of  th^ms^lves.  The  i:oyal  party  then  went  do^m 
stairs,  ^nd  saw  a  ^ot|«e-shoe  forged  in  a  fire  made 
uppp  ^he  floor ;  as  also  a  large  fagot  lighted,,  that  wa;i 
hupg  up  to  the  ceiling  instead  of  a  curtain;  afti^ 
which,  two  firqs  were  made  upon  the  staircase,  an^ 
one  under  the  stairs,  all  of  which  burnt  out  innoxl- 
P|lI^ly,  without  spreading  beyond  the  plaee  where  tl^ 
fuel  was  f  rst  laid.  Their  Majesties  and  two  princes 
paid  the  greatest  attention  to  every  experiment  that 
Vi^  made,  wd  expressed  thdr  utmost  pleasure  at 
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the  important  discovery.  The  whole  of  this  cQrious 
exhibition  was  concluded  by  lighting  a  large  heap 
of  fagots,  intermixed  with  pitch  and  tar,  in  the 
room  that  had  undergone  the  same  trial  twice  be- 
fore ;  once  when  these  experiments  were  first  shewn 
to  the  King  alone,  and  afterwards  to  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London ; 
and  the  whole  combustible  magazine  burnt  out  now, 
a&  it  did  then,  with  amazing  fiiry,  but  no  damage  to 
the  floor  or  ceiling.  What  deserved  observation,  per- 
haps, as  much  as  any  thing,  was  the  courage  of  the 
Queen  and  children,  in  going  up  stairs,  and  abiding 
in  the  room  directly  over  that  which  was  raging  be- 
neath like  a  furnace. 

The  nation  was  now  involved  in  a  contest  with  the  re- 
volted colonies  of  North  America ;  the  congress  of  idiich 
states  published  this  year  a  declaration  of  their  inde- 
pendence. That  the  King  wais  tenacious  of  the  rights  of 
his  crown  from  the  beginning  of  this  great  revolution, 
.iinnot  be  called  in  question;  but  nothing  could  be 
more  unjust  than  to  charge  him  with  being  the  author 
of  the  war,  or  the  cause  of  its  continuance.  In  truth, 
the  Americans  had  for  many  years  been  making  a 
progress  which  tended,  in  the  natural  course  of  things, 
to  a  separation  of  the  two  countries.  With  such  a 
preparation,  a  spark  only  was  .wanted  to  e£fect  an 
explosion,  and  this  was  elicited,  first  by  the  impru- 
dent stamp-act  of  the  Grenville  administration,  and 
next  by  the  tax  upon  articles  imported  into  the  colo- 
nies,  which  blew  the  whole  into  a  flame,  that  completed 
the  rupture.  This,  however,  is  neither  the  time 
nor  place  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
which  belongs  to  general  and  political  fiistory.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  the  people  went  hand  in  hand  with 
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their  monarch  in  the  conflict;  and  though  a  vigorous 
oppositi(m  was  made  both  in  and  out  of  parliament  to 
the  measures  of  government^  no  one^  ventured  to  call  in 
question  the  sovereignty  of  Britain  over  the  colonies. 
In  this  supremacy  all  parties  concurred,  and  the 
only  matter  at  issue  was,  the  rig^ht  of  the  legislature  to 
tax  those  who  -Were  not  represented  in  the  British 
senate.  One  man  only  at  this  crisis  had  the  boldness 
to  recommend  an  immediate  separation,  and  a  formal 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 
This  was  Dr.  Josiah  Tucker,  dean  of  Gloucester, 
one  of  the  ablest  writers  on  commerce  and  political 
economy  England  has  produced.  His  principle  was, 
that  when  colonies  have  attained  such  a  degree  of 
wealth  and  population  as  to  be  able  to  support  them- 
selves, the  authority  of  the  state  from  whence  they 
emanated  must  be  trivial  and  precarious.  He  there- 
fore  inferred,  that,  in  aU  cases  of  this  kind,  it  is  the 
dictate  of  prudence  and  sound  policy  for  the  parties 
to  dissolve  their  connexion  by  mutual  consent.  For 
this  opinion  and  advice  the  Doctor  was  treated  as  a 
visionary  and  madman  by  those  who  supported,  as 
well  as  those  who  opposed,  the  government.  Time, 
however,  and  experience  gave  another  feature  to  the 
position ;  and  when  the  independence  of  America  was 
irrevocably  settled  by  the  peace  of  Paris,  the  King,  on 
meeting  Dr.  Tucker  at  Gloucester,  said,  "  Mr.  Dean, 
you  were  in  the  right,  and  we  were  all  in  the  wrong." 
During  the  height  of  this  unfortunate  contest,  a 
party  of  English  noblemen  and  gentlemen  being  at 
Potsdam,  were  entertained  by  Frederick  King  of 
Prussia,  who  took  occasion  to  turn  the  discourse  upon 
the  subject  of  the  American  war.  He  said  that  it  was 
a  difficult  thing  to  govern  men  by  force  at  such  a  dis- 
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tance ;  that  if  the  Americans  should  be  beaien,  which 
appeared  a  little  problematical^  still-  it  would-  be  next 
to  impossible  to  dcaw  a^  revenoe  from  them  by  taxsl- 
tion ;  that  if  the  Englidi  intended  conciliation,  some 
of  their  measoims  were  top  sough ;  and  if  subjugation, 
they  were  toQ  gentle.  Thie  sagacious  old  monarch 
concluded  in  these  words,  ''However^  g^ntiemea,  I  do 
not  profess  to  be  skilled  in  these  matters ;  for  I  have 
no  colonies ;  and  I  hope  you  will  brii^  your  diiipnte 
to  a  favourable  termination^  though  tp  my  judgmetti 
it  has  a  very  doubtful  aspect/' 

It  redounds  to  the  honouif;  of  George  the  Thirds  that, 
amidst  the  cares  and  distractions  produced  by  foreign 
war  and  intestine  feuds,  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  the 
interests  of  science.  At  the  yery  time  when  the  empire 
was  dismembered,  he  encouraged  voyages  of  discovery> 
and  laid  down  the  plan  of  a  roycU  society  of  literature, 
on  a  ikiuch  more  extensive  scale  than  the  Acadeopiy 

of  Sciences  at  Paris.    The  former  scheme  was  carried 

• 

into  effect  by  the  iUustrious  Captain  Cook  ^  but  the 
latter,  owing  to  the  heavy  pressure  of  the  public 
burdens,  was  laid  aside  till  a  more  convenient  oppor- 
tunity, which  never  occurred  during  that  long  and 
eventful  reign.  It  has,  however,  been  t^Jcen  up  in  the 
preijfenti  and  that  upon  a  scale  of  the  greatest  liberality 
on  the  part  of  his  H%)esty. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1778  the  King  applied 
to  parliament  by  a  message,  the  purport  of  which  was, 
that  he  might  be  enabled  to  make  suitable  provisions 
for  his  younger  children  out  of  the  hereditary  revenues 
of  the  crown.  This  proposal  went  to  the  settling  an 
annuity  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  on  the  six  junior 
princes ;  another  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  on  the  fivo 
princesses;  and  one  of  twelve  thousand  poumls  on 
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Prince  William  and  tile  Princes  Sophia  of  Gloucester : 
but  tbese  annuities  were  only  to  take  effect,  in  the 
former  instance,  on  the  d^ni^e  of  his  Majesty,  and  in 
the  latter,  on  that  of  his  brother^  the  Dulce  of  61oa- 
te&ttr.  The  royal  message  was  cordiiedly  receired  by 
both  bran6h^  of  the' legislature,  i^d  the  required  bill 
was  soon  passed  withoiit  any  opposilioni 

In  the  summer  of  the  same  year,  the  King,  Queen, 
and  the  two  elder  princes,  visited  Eton  school,  to 
hear  the  speeches  of  ^e  young  gentlemen  previous 
to  the  holida3rs.  On  this-  interesting  occasion  the 
present  Marquis  Wellesley  particM&rly  distfngaished 
himsdf  by  the  delivery  of  the  gre&t  Earl  of  Strafford's 
affec&ig  speech  at  his  trial  before  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  manner  in  which  this  pathetic  address  was  spoken 
by  the  young  nobleman  gave  grtet  satisfaction,  and 
literally  drew  forth  tears  from 'the  whole  audience; 

As  at  this  period  the  style  of  royal  living  was  of  the 
most  domesticated  kind,  so  the*  manners  and  appear-* 
ance  of  the  King  were  equally  unostentatious.  It  was 
now  his  frequent  practice  to  widk  about  the  environs 
of  Windsor,  sometimes  totally  unattended,  and  at  others 
accompanied  by  one  or  both  of  his  eldest  sons.  In  one 
of  these  rambles  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  King 
happened  to  meet  a  carter  passing  al6ng  the  road 
towa^s  Windsor  with  a  load  of  hay,  when  by  some 
accident  the  vehicle  was  caught  in  a  deep  rut,  from 
whience  the  driver  was-  unable  to  extricate  it.  The 
royal  wanderers  came  up  at  the  time,  and  instanitly 
followed  the  impulse  of  humanity  by  hastening  to  the 
rdief  of  the  distressed  rustic.  By  their  united  exer- 
tions, though  with  considerable  diflBtculty,  the  cart  was 
lifted  out  of  tile  hole ;  when  the  honest  labourer,  with 
an  overflowing  heart,  expressed  his  tiianks,  and  hoped 
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the  kind  gentlemen  would  take  a  draught  of  ale  with 
him  at  the  next  house.  This  grateful  proposal  was 
civilly  declined,  and  at  the  same  time  the  King  slipped 
a  guinea  into  the  honest  fellow's  hand ;  to  which  sum 
the  Prince  added  two  more,  leaving  the  yeoman  to 
wonder  who  his  benefactors  were;  but  on  his  arrival 
at  the  public  house,  and  mentioning  the  circumstance, 
he  discovered  that  they  were  the  two  first  persons  in 
the  nation. 

To  convince  him  of  this,  however,  was  not  very  easy ; 
especially  as  he  could  not  understand  how  the  youngest 
personage  of  the  two  should  have  given  him  a  couple 
of  guineas,  whilst  the  bounty  of  the  elder  was  limited 
to  one.  Some  of  the  royal  domestics  overhearing  this 
curious  comment,  gave  it  circulation,  and  it  was  not 
long  in  reaching  the  ears  of  his  Majesty,  who  was 
highly  amused  by  the  circumstance.  A  short  time 
afterwards,  the  King,  when  walking  by  himself,  met  the 
same  man  again  upon  the  road,  and,  stopping  him, 
said,  '^  Well,  my  friend,  I  find  you  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  smallness  of  my  present,  and  thought  the  son  more 
liberal  than  the  father ;  but  remember^  that  I  must  be 
just  as  well  as  generous.  My  son  has  only  himself  to 
take  care-of,  and  think  aboiit ;  whilst  I  have  not  only 
to  provide  for  a  large  family,  but  to  have  a  regard  to 
the  welfare  of  millions,  who  look  up  to  me  for  that  pro- 
tection which  yonr  own  children  at  home  expect  and 
demand  from  you.  Go  home,  therefore,  and  be  con-* 
tent."  Another  anecdote,  of  rather  a  whimsical  nature, 
happened  about  the  same  time ;  but  though  the  story 
has  been  related  by  some  of  the  biographers  of  the  late 
King,  it  has  not  been  correctly  given.  One  Sunday 
morning  in  autumn,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  brother, 
with  one  or  two  attendants,  took  a  walk  after  divine 
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senrifcA  towards  Stoke,  near  Windsor.  While  on  this 
excnrsion,  they  were  surprised  by  a  violent  storm  of 
rain,  on  which  they  hastened  for  shelter  to  the  house 
of  a  small  fanner  named  Stiles,  where  they  ftHind  two 
jonng  giris  (the  rest  of  the  family  being  at  church) 
employed  in  roasting  a  goose,  which  was  swinging 
by  a  string.  The  princes  were  highly  amused  by  this 
norel  mode  of  cookery,  and  faiquired  t}ie  reason  of  it, 
when  tliey  were  told,  that,  though  a  common  practice^ 
it  was  occasioned  in  the  present  instance  by  a  defect 
in  the  jack.  The  females  were  much  pleased  with  the 
freedom  and  civility  of  their  unknown  visitors,  and 
told  them,  that  if  they  would  be  pleased  to  stay  till 
the  goose  was  dressed,  it  should  be  at  their  service. 
The  princes  politely  declined  the  invitation,  and  when 
the  day  cleared  up,  departed,  each  leaving  a  guinea,  to 
be  laid  out  either  for  the  repair  of  the  jack,  or  to  be 
spent  according  as  fancy  might  dictate. 

These  are  light  circumstances,  but  such  incidents 
often  contribute  to  illustrate  the  human  character  more 
accurately  than  those  of  a  graver  cast.  At  this  period 
the  Prince  of  Wales  had  a  separate  establishment  of 
his  own ;  a  measure  which  many  intelligent  observers 
reprehended,  as,  by  placing  him  in  a  state  of  indepen- 
dence while  under  age,  it  exposed  him  to  numerous 
temptations,  from  which,  under  the  parental  roof,  he 
would  have  been  in  a  great  measure  free.  Another 
'  arrangement,  which  now  took  place,  met  also  with  "a 
similar  treatment,  though  not  with  an  equal  appear- 
ance of  justice.  This  was,  the  royal  determination  to 
send  the  Bishop  of  Osnaburg  to  Germany,  that  he 
might  there  perfect  himself  in  military  knowledge, 
become  personally  acquainted  with  foreign  courts,  and 
acquire  some  experience  in  the  art  of  government,  by 
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taking  possession  of  his  little  principality.  ^At  the 
same  time  another  separation  in  the  royal  family  was 
about  to  occur,  in  the  departure  of  Prince  William 
Henry,  now  Duke  of  Clarence,  for  the  naval  service, 
as  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Prince  George,  the  flag- 
ship of  Admiral  Di^y .  These  were  painful  sacrifices 
on  the  part  of  the  King,  but  the  sense  of  public  duty 
was  in  him  a  paramount  principle,  to  which  paternal 
affection  and  private  considerations  were  always  made 
subservient 
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CHAP.  11. 


PROM  A.  D.  1780  TO  1788. 

On  the  first  of  Noyember,  1780,  Prince  Frederick  was 
appointed  a  colonel  by  breyet  in  the  British  service ; 
and,  on  the  dOth  of  the  follOTring  month,  he  left 
Bnckingham-Honse  for  the  continent,  accompanied  by 
(Colonel  Bichard  Grenyille.  Nothing  could  be  more 
affecting  than  the  parting  between  the  prince  and  his 
royal  relatives.  Their  Majesties  wept,  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales  was  so  overpowered  at  the  idea  of  being 
deprived  for  a  long  period  of  the  sole  companion  of 
his  early  years,  that  he  was  unable  to  speak,  or  to 
express  his  feelings.  Having  embarked  at  Harwich, 
his  royal  highness,  on  the  second  of  January  1781, 
arrived  off  the  port  of  Ostend,  where  he  landed  the 
same  evening,  and  was  received  with  all  the  honours 
due  to  his  rank,  by  the  commandant  and  magistrates. 

The  next  morning  he  expressed  an  inclination  to 
pay  a  visit  to  the  Capuchin  monastery,  the  turrets  of 
which  he  had  seen  from  his  window;  and  on  being 
informed  of  the  austere  mode  of  living  professed  by 
the  fratemity^  his  curiosity  was  excited  to  witness 
their  economy.  His  desire  was  readily  complied  with, 
and  the  prince  entered  the  refectory  at  the  time  when 
the  friars  were  at  dinner.    His  royal  highness,  after 
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complimenting  them  on  the  sacrifice  which  by  their 
simple  repast  they  made  to  religious  principle,  con- 
descended to  sit  down  and  partake  of  their  frugal 
fare.  In  the  afternoon  he  visited  the  two  convents  of 
the  Black  and  White-veiled  Nans,  where  his  manners 
were  ec^ually  courteous. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  follow^ing  day,  the  prince 
left  Ostend  for  Hanover,  where  he  arrived  in  safety, 
though  the  weather  was  very  severe,  and  the  roads  in 
many  places  were  almost  impassable*  After  staying 
some  weeks  in  the  palace  of  Herenhausen,  his  royal 
highness  went  to  Lunenburg,  and  nei^t  to  Brunswick, 
then  considered  the  first  military  school  in  Europe. 
Here  he  profited  by  the  particular  instruction  of  his 
uncle  the  Duke,  who  was  highly  pleased  with  the  pro* 
ficiency  he  made  in  the  Prussian  exercise,  and  all  the 
accomplishments  necessary  to  qualify  him  for  the  com* 
mand  of  an  army. 

While  the  prince  was  thus  employed  abroad,  he  was 
not  neglected  at  home ;  for,  on  the  93d  of  Mardi,  1782, 
he  was  made  colonel  of  the  second  regiment  of  horse  gre- 
nadieni ;  and  oa  the  22d  of  November,  in  the  same  year, 
he  received  the  appointmodt  of  major-general.  In  the 
ensuing  year  he  entered  into  possession  of  his  bisbop*- 
tic,  on  which  occasion  there  were  great  r^goictngs 
among  the  Lutheran  inhabitants  of  that  principality. 
The  former  Biskc^  of  Osnaburg  was  Clement  Augus- 
tas, dector  and  archbishop  of  Cologne,  who  died  in 
1761,  after  holding  this  preferment  thirty-eight  years. 
His  predecessor  was  Prince  Ernest,  younger  brother 
of  George  the  First,  King  of  Great  Britain,  by  whom 
he  was  created  Duke  pf  York  and  Albany.  The  dig- 
nity was  previously  bdd  by  a  Duke  of  Lorrain^  who 
suoceeded  another  Prince  Ernest,  of  the  Brunswick 
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imn|ily>  and  the  father  of  George  the  First.  By  the 
treaty  of  Westphalia,  in  1648,  Osnabnrg  was  made 
an  alternative  between  the  Roman  Catholics  *  and 
Lutherans ;  and  in  consideration  of  the  services  ren* 
dered  to  the  Germanic  empire  by  the  house  of  Bruns- 
wick,  it  was  settled  that  the  Protestant  turn  should 
be  supplied  by  a  younger  branch  of  that  family. 

Had  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  reign  of  George  the 
Second,  his  son,  the  celebrated  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
Would  have  been  nominated  to  the  dignity.  But  though 
the  bishopric  was  made  hereditary  in  the  Protestant 
line,  it  was  not  so  with  regard  to  the  Boman  Catholic 
possessors,  they  being  chosen  out  of  different  famQies 
by  a  chapter  of  twenty-five  canons.  When  they  had 
a  bishop  of  that  persuasion,  he  was  considered  as  the 
ecclesiastical  suffragan  to  the  archbishop  of  Cologne ; 
but  the  Protestant  bishop,  being  merely  a  temporal 
prince,  had  nothing  of  the  spiritual  character  about 
him  except  the  title.  It  was  forther  stipulated  by  the 
above-named  treaty,  that  when  a  Protestant  held  the 
situation,  the  archbishop  of  Cologne  should  suspend 
the  exercise  of  his  metropolitan  jurisdiction,  as  £eir  as 
regarded  the  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

At  the  time  when  Prince  Frederick  was  nominated 
to  this  singular  preferment,  the  revenue  of  the  bishopric 
was  estimated  at  about  twenty  thousand  a  year ;  and 
the  military  establishment  regularly  kept  up  con- 
sisted  of  twenty^five  hundred  men.  There  was,  how- 
ever, only  one  hereditary  officer  on  the  civil  establish- 
ment, who  was  denominated  the  grand  steward  of  the 
household.  Under  a  Protestant  government,  there  was 
generally  a  neat  little  court  at  Osnaburg ;  but  when  a 
Boman  Catholic  held  the  prind|^ality,  the  case  was 
the  reverse,  for  the  bishop  being  commonly  either  an 
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elector,  or  one  who  enjoyed  several  other  great  pre- 
ferments with  this,  the  conseqnence  was,  that  the  epis- 
copal re^ennes  were  carried  out  of  the  country,  and 
spent  abroad ;  as .  happened  when  the  elector  of  Co- 
logne was  the  bishop,  who  enjoyed  six  or  seven  bene- 
fices, ecclesiastical  and  secular,  of-which  Osnaburg 
was  the  least,  though  forty-five  miles  in  length,  and 
twenty-five  in  breadth,  in  one  of  the  most  fruitful  parts 
of  Westphalia. 

On  the  settling  of  the  indemnities  at  Ratisbon  in 
1802,  it  was  agreed  that  the  bishopric  should  devolve 
to  the  house  of  Brunswick  in  perpetuity,  conditionally 
that  the  King  of  Grei^t  Britain,  as  Elector  of  Hanover, 
should  resign  all  pretensions  to  Hildesheim,  Ck>rvey, 
and  Hester,  and  abandon  his  rights  in  the  cities  of 
Hamburgh  and. Bremen.  Afterwards  this  bishopric 
merged  in  the  new  kingdom  of  Westphalia. 

It  merits  observation,  that  Osnaburg,  the  capital, 
was  the  first  town  in  Westphalia  which  received  the 
Lutheran  doctrine.  Here  also  Greorge  the  First  died 
rather  suddenly,  in  1727,  at  the  palace  of  his  brother, 
the  Bishop  of  Osnaburg,  and  Duke  of  York. 

The  dissensions  produced  by  the^  nomination  of  his 
late  royal  highness  to  this  dignity,  were  so  vexa- 
tious, that  little  or  no  benefit  ever  accrued  to  him  firom 
the  revenue,  during  the  whole  period  of  his  possessing 
the  title.  It  gave  him,  however,  some  consequence 
among  the  Germanic  powers,  and  afforded  excellent 
facilities  for  improving  himself  both  in  military  tac- 
tics and  the  direction  of  civil  affairs. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  Germany,  when  he  em- 
braced the  first  occasion  that  offered  of  visiting  Berlin, 
where  he  was  introduced  to  the  Great  Frederick,  by 
his  uncle  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  \fho  was  high  in 
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the  confidence  of  that  monarch.  The  royal  veteran 
waa  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  young  prince^  and 
often  took  him  to  review  his  troops,  and  survey  his 
plantations. 

The  last  grand  review  which  Frederick  held  was  in 
Silesia,  where  his  namesake  the  Bishop  of  Osnabarg 
was  present;  but  the  manoeuvres  gave  the  king  so 
little  satisfiu^tion,  that  he  put  several  officers  under 
arrest,  and  after  his  return  sent  a  letter  to  General 
Tauenssein  expressive  of  his  disapprobation.  Of  this 
curious  epistle  the  following  is  a  literal  translation : — 

''  I  will  here  repeat  with  my  pen,  what  I  mentioned 
to  you  when  I  was  in  Silesia,  that  my  army  there  has 
never  been  in  such  bad  discipline  as  it  is  at  present. 
If  I  were  to  make  generals  of  shoemakers  and  tailors, 
the  regiments  could  not  be  worse !  The  regiment  of 
Taddens  is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  most  insignifi- 
cant battalion  of  the  Prussian  landsturm.'  Bolkirch 
and  Schwartz  are  not  much  better.  That  of  Zaremba 
is  in  such  confusion,  that  I  intend  to  send  one  of  the 
oflicers  of  my  own  regiment  to  bring  it  into  order 
again.  The  fellows  in  Von  Erlach's  regiment  are  so 
spoiled  by  smuggling,  that  they  have  not  the  appear- 
ance of  soldiers.  Keller's  is  like  a  parcel  of  rough 
unmannerly  boors.  Hager's  has  a  miserable  comman- 
der ;  and  your  regiment  is  very  indiflerent ;  so  that  it 
is  only  wi^  Ck>unt  Von  Anhalt,  Wendessen,  and  Hei- 
nich,  that  I  tan  be  satisfied.  Similar  to  all  this  are 
the  regiments  In  detail.  I  will  now  describe  to  yo^ 
the  manoeuvres :  Schwartz  commits  the  unpardonable 
blunder,  near  Neisse,  of  not  covering  sufficiently  the 
heights  on  the  left  wing:  so  that  if  it  had  been  in 
earnest,  the  battle  would  hove  been  lost.  Erlach,  on 
Breslau,  instead  of  covering  the  army  by  placing 
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troops  OH  the  heights,  marched  wi£h  his  diviffl<xi  Kk« 
cabbages-  and  tnnups  in  defile ;  so  that  if  it  had  been 
in  earnest,  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  wonld  have  cut 
the  infantry  in  piecei?,  and  the  battle  have  been  lost. 

''  I  don't  intend  to  lose  battles  through  the  laainess  of 
my  generals ;  therefore  I  herewith  command  yon,  that^ 
in  case  I  am  alive  next  year,  you«<narch  with  the  army 
between  Breslieia  and  Olan ;  and  fonr  days  before  I 
come  to  the  camp,  that  yon  mancenvre  with  the  igno>* 
rant  generals,  and  ^ew  them  their  dnty.  The  regir 
ment  of  Armin,  and  the  garrison  legiment  of  Konf ts, 
are  to  be  the  enemy;  and  whoev^  does  not  do  his 
duty,  a  court-martial  shall  be  held :  because,  as  I  should 
blame  every  other  potentate  for  keef^ing  people  who 
did  not  trouble  themselves  about  their^business,  in  his 
service ;  consequently  I  ought  not  to  be  censured  for 
doing  as  I  have  said.  Erlach  remains  four  weeks 
longer  under  arrest.  You  are  to  make  your  whole 
corps  acquainted  with  my  opinion." 

The  closing  years  of  Fredmck's  long  Hfe  and  reign 
were  occupied,  like  those  of  our  late  venerable  mo^ 
narch,  iti  promoting  agricultural  improvements.  He 
drained  bogs,  turned  the  courses  of  rivers,  settled 
families  on  waste  lands,  and  took  a  great  delight  in 
their  advancement.  Not  long  before  his  death,  h« 
made  a  tour  round  these  estates ;  and,  on  his  returni 
said  to  one  of  his  officers,  ^'  My  dear  Backhoff,  if  ycm 
have  not  been  for  some  time  in  the  envhrons  of  Fehr- 
bdlin,  I  must  tell  you^  there  is  such  an  alteration  for 
the  better,  that  I  really  do  not  recollect  to  have  had 
so  much  pleasure  as  I  have  now  experienced:  I  un* 
dertook  this  journey  because  I  had  no  review  this 
year ;  but  I  am  so  well  satisfied,  that  I  shall  undoubt- 
edly repeat  it— How  did  it  go  with  you  in  the  late 
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^nur?  Probably  badly.  You  made  no  progiess  m 
Saxony  B«ither,  by  reason  that  we  did  not  fight  againat 
men^  but  cannon.  I  mig^t  have  gained  a  great  many 
victories ;  but  it  would  have  cost  me  the  v&ty  flower  of 
my  army^  and  been  only  shedding  innocent  blood.  I 
should  have  deserved  to  be  brought  before  a  court-^ 
martialy  and'pubHcly  punished.  Wars  in  general  are 
terrible."  These  expressions,  coming  spontaneously 
ftom  a  monarch  who  had  distinguished  himself  more 
than  any  one  in  Europe  by  his  wariike  exploits,  so 
affected  the  perscm  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  as 
to  bring  tears  into  his  eyes. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Frederick  related  a 
rmnariLable  story,  respecting  the  war  between  Sweden 
and  Prussia,  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  centnryl 

*'  I  can  form  as  clear  an  idea,''  said  Ae  king,  '^  of 
the  battle  which  was  fought  near  Fehrbellin,  as  if  I 
had  been  present.  When  I,  as  crown  prince,  resided 
at  Ruppin,  there  was  a  very  old  citizen  who  remem- 
bered the  battle,  and  knew  the  field  so  well,  that  I 
once  took  him  with  me  in  my  chariot.  He  informed 
me  of  every  partieuilaT  so  correctly,  that  I  was  highly 
entertained ;  and,  on  my  return,  thought  to  have  had 
a  little  joke  with  the  old  man.  I  asked  him,  '  Father, 
cannot  you  inform  me  what  was  the  cause  of  that 
great  quaml^  'Yes,  please  your  royal  highness,* 
says  he,  'I  wiH  tell  you.  Our  last  elector,  and  the 
king  of  SwedM,  when  crown  princes,  were  together 
at  Utreelit  for  theif  education;  and  there  were  then 
some  disputes  and  aaimoaitiea  bf^tween  them,  which 
ran  to  so  high  a  {Htoh,  that  tiiey  now  tiiought  proper 
to  decide  ikem  by  the  sword.' '' 

Thus  could  Firederick  tfasidL  and  speak,  when  age 
had  poured  its  snow  upon  his  head>  and  experience 
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had  taught  him  the  value  of  human  life.  He  was  now 
immensely  rich,  and  many  represented  him  as  inordi* 
^lately  avaricious.  The  following  incident,  however, 
IS  a  proof,  of  his  generosity.  Not  long  before  his 
death,  he  sent  for  general  Anhalt  to  his  palace  of  Sans 
Souci.  When  the  general  came,  the  king  said,  "  You 
have  lately  married  one  of  your  daughters.''  "  Yes, 
sire,*'  replied  Anhalt,  "I  have."  "How  much  did 
you  give  with  her?"  " Ten  thousand  crowns."  "Ten 
thousand  crowns !  that  is  a  large  sum  for  a  father 
to  bestow  upon  one  child ;  particularly  you  who  have 
nothing  left  for  the  rest."  On  the  following  morning, 
an  order  upon  the  treasury  for  ten  thousand  crowns 
was  sent  to  Anhalt,  with  a  very  gracious  message  from 
his  old  master. 

At  this  time  the  French  interest  preponderated  over 
the  councils  of  Prussia,  so  that  the  appearance  of  the 
English  prince  gave  considerable  alarm  to  the  agents 
of  the  court  of  Versailles.  No  apprehension  could 
be  entertained  of  any  alteration  in  the  sentiments  of 
the  reigning  monarch:  but  his  reign  was  now  draw- 
ing very  near  to  a  close ;  and,  therefore,  every  engine 
was  put  in  motion  to  create  a  prejudice  against  Eng- 
land. These  arts  had  their  effect  upon  Prince  Henry, 
but  Frederick  William,  the  crown  prince,  was  not  to 
be  deceived  by  them.  He  was  exceedingly  attached 
to  his  sister,  the  Princess  of  Orange  ;  and  as  the 
French  were  even  then  at  the  bottom  of  those  dissen- 
sions which  prevailed  in  Holland,  it  was  natural  for 
his  royal  highness  to  be  jealous  of  their  intrigues  in 
his  own  country.  While  his  uncle  lived,  however/ be 
acted  on  the  reserve;  and  so  did  the  two  leading 
directors  of  the  Prussian  councils,  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, and  count  Hertzberg,  minister  of  the  finances. 
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The  former,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  political  tactician, 
played  his  cards  so  wejl,  as  to  delude  the  most  cunning 
of  the  emissaries  employed  by  Vergennes,  and  to 
make  them  believe,  that,  notwithstanding  hia  personal 
connexion  with  England,  he  supported  on  principle 
the  aUiance  of  Prussia  and-  France.  Hertaberg  ma- 
naged matters  to  the  same  purpose,  but  in  a  dilSerent 
manner.  He  courted  the  crown  prince  by  his  zeal 
for  the  interests  of  the  stadtholder,  and  having  secured 
the  royal  confidence,  it  was  no  difficult  task  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  danger  of  trusting  a  cabinet  like  that 
of  Versailles,  which  was  so  notoriously  addicted  to 
political  intrigue,  that  there  was  not  a  state  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  altogether  free  from  its  ambitipus 
influence.  While  these  two  able  and  upright  charac- 
ters were  thus  endeavouring  to  free  Prussia  from  the 
control  of  France,  the  arrival  of  the  Bishop  of  Osna- 
burg  at  Potsdam  gave  fresh  vigour  to  their  patriotic 
exertions,  by  the  accession  of  a  very  powerful  auxi- 
liary :  this  was  no  less  than  the  Princess  Frederica, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  the  heir  apparent  by  his  first 
consort,  Elizabeth  Christina  Ulrica,  Princess  of  Bruns- 
wick Wolfenbuttle.  She  was  at  this  time  in  her  seven- 
teenth year,  of  a  petit  stature,  but  elegantly  formed, 
and  with  features  highly  expressive  of  that  sweetness 
of  temper  which  rendered  her  a  universal  favourite. 
Though  her  father  had  taken  a  second  wife,  this  child 
continued  to  possess  an  uncommon  share  of  his  affec- 
tions ;  and,  what  was  still  more  extraordinary,  even 
her  mother-in-law  willingly  bowed  to  the  superior 
influence  of  the  princess. 

Madame  Virey,  the  lady  employed  in  bringing  up 
the  young  Frederica,  was  a  woman  of  considerable 
talent;   a  perfect  mistress  of  the  English  language, 


60  HBMOIR  OP  VHU   DUfcB  OF  YORK. 

and  a  great  admirer  of  ow  best  writers :  which  taste 
she  uifused  into  the  lAintd  ttf  hto  royal  pupil,  who 
ftom  AeQce  conceived  so  high  an  opinion  of  the 
nation,  the  literature  of  which  yielded  peipetaal  de<* 
iigfat,  that  every  Englishman  was  nsceived  by  her  with 
marked  attention.  The  fiishop  of  Osnabnrg,  there- 
fore, soon  became  a  special  favonrile,  and  an  intunacy 
commenced,  which  ripened  hito  more  than  friendship ; 
and  when  his  royal  highness  left  Berlin,  in  1784,  a 
tx>rTespondence  was  c^freed  njion,  with  the  faU  know- 
ledge and  approbation  of  the  fetther  of  the  princess, 
ttongh  kept  a  secret  even  from  the  Duke  of  Bmns- 
^vick ;  who,  in  fact,  cherished  some  hopes  of  bringing 
about  an  alliance  between  his  nepiiew  and  his  daugh- 
ter Caroline,  afterwaids  the  consort  of  his  present 
Majesty.  A  great  part  of  the  summer  of  that  yoar 
was  taken  up,  by  the  Bishop  of  Osnaburg,  in  visiUng 
other  cauits  of  Getmany)  particularly  Vienna^  where 
he  received  every  mark  of  atlration  from  the  empcmr 
Joseph  the  Second,  with  whom  he  visited  Schoenbnmn, 
Munich,  and  other  places. 

On  the  22d  off  October,  jntbe  same  year,  his  royal 
highness  was  gazetted  as  lieutenant-general  and  oolo- 
ad  in  the  Coldstream  regiment  of  Guards;  and  on 
ihe  S7th  of  the  lEbllowing  month  his  patent  of  creation 
was  made  out  as  Didse  of  York  in  England,  and 
Albany  in  Scotland,  and  Earl  of  Ulster  in  Irelasid. 

The  history  of  the  honours  of  York  is  so  very 
TemiarkaMe,  that  it  is  presumed  no  apolc^  need  be 
made,  for  giving,  in  this  ]rface,  a  short  sketch  of  the 
several  creations,  and  introducing  the  same  with  some 
genealogical  particnlatu  not  commonly  known. 

The  fownder  of  the  present  royal  fisunfly  was  Boni- 
face, a  native  of  Bavaria,  wiio  in  the  year  769  became 
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ooant  and  governor  of  Lucca.  He  left  a  son  of  the 
eame  name,  who  dietingtiiahed  himself,  firet  by  his 
exploits  against  the  Saracens,  and  afterwaids  by 
rescning  the  empress  Jodith  from  a  monastery,  ivfaein 
she  was  confined  by  her  rebellious  son  Lothaire,  king 
irf*  Italy.  For  this  last  act  of  chividry,  the  count 
was  obliged  to  seek  shelter  in  France,  where  he  was 
honoured  with  several  important  employments.  His 
son  Adelbert  the  First,  became  duke  and  marqnis  of 
Tuscany,  in  which  dignity  he  was  succeeded  by  Ids 
8<m,  the  second  of  the  name,  who  married  Bertha,  the 
daughter  of  Lotiiaire,  kfng  of  LcNrraine,  and  great* 
•grandson  of  Charlemagne.  This  dnke  Adelbert  left 
two  sons.  Guide  and  Lambert ;  and  a  daughter,  named 
Hermengarde,  who  married  an  Italian  prince.  Gnido 
died  in  the  prune  of  life,  and  Lambert  was  deprived  of 
his  dominions  and  liis  eyes  by  the  treadiery  of  his 
uterine  brother,  Hugh  count  of  Provence,  the  son  of 
Bertha  by  a  former  husband.  According  to  Leibnitz 
and  Mnratori,  Adelbert,  the  third  dnke,  was  the  son  of 
the  maiquis  Guide ;  but  llr.  Gibbon  is  of  a  different 
opmion,  and  thinks  diat  the  nearest  relation  in  which 
they  stood  tbe  eMh  other  was  that  of  coimin.  Tins 
Adelbert,  who  was  the  &tfaer  of  the  ftmiiieB  of  £^e 
and  BrunswidL,  left  a  son  named  Otbert,  who  joined 
Otho  of  Saxony  against  Bemigarins  king  of  Italy,  and 
by  that  means  umted  the  two  countries  under  the  iron 
crown.  This  marquis  Otbeit,  after  commanding  armies 
and  ruling  the  state,  retired  ftom  the  wooM  into  a 
Benedictine  abbey,  which  be  had  himself  riphly  en- 
dowed; and  where,  says' GKbbon,  in  his  ssnal  sneering 
style,  ^the  descendant  of  princes,  tim  fiivourile  of 
kings,  the  judge  of  natkms,  was  conqikvous  among  his 
brediren  in  the  daily  iahour  of  colleoting  and  feeding 
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the  hogs  of  the  monastery."  This  piece  of  sarcastic 
wit  was  intended  to  throw  ridicnie  on  the  spirit  of 
hnmility  which  actuated  Otbert^  and  made  him  desirous 
of  expiating  the  sins  of  his  secular  life.  But  it  may  be 
observed,  that  if  the  prince  was  sincere  is^  his  repent- 
ance—and even  the  infidel  historian  does  not  venture 
to  charge  him  with  hypocrisy — his  conduct,  making 
allowance  for  the  manners  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived 
and  the  light  which  he  possessed,  merits  praise  rather 
than  obloquy. 

We  are  told  that  the  life  of  the  second  Otbert,  son 
of  the  penitent  marquis,  was  tranquilly  obscure.  He 
had  four  sons,  whose  valour  imbittered  hLs  old  age, 
and  involved  the  family  in  terrible  misfortunes,  owing 
to  their  zealous  support  of  Ardouin  the  Ijombard,  in 
his  unsuccessful  contest  for  the  iron  crown,  a^gainst 
Henry  of  Saxony.  Albert  Azo,  the  eldest  son  of 
Otbert,  married  the  niece  of  Hugo  marquis  of  Tus- 
cany ;  after  which  he  fixed  his  principal  residence,  in 
the  castellated  town  of  Ateste,  or  Este,  formerly  a 
Roman  colony  of  some  eminence.  This  marquis  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Albert  Azo  the  Second,  who 
claims  notice  as  the  common  father  of  the  Italian 
family  of  Este  and  the  Grerman  of  Brunswick.  He 
obtained,  on  account  of  his  munificence,  the  appella- 
tion of  the  Great  Marquis ;  and  liis  age  was  no  less 
remarkable,  as,  at  his  death  in  1097,  he  had  passed 
his  hundredth  year.  He  was  £bree  times  married,  first 
to  Cunegunda  Guelph,  a  heiress  whose  brotlier  was 
invested,  by  the  emperor  Henry  the  Third,  with  the 
duchy  of  Garinthia  and  the  marquisate  of  Verona; 
secondly,  to  Garsanda,  the  daughter  of  Hugo  count  of 
Maine,  by  whom  he  had  three  children.  His  last  wife 
was  Matilda,  a  widow  of  noble  birth.     Cunegunda 
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broaght  her  husband  a  son,  named  Guelpb,  who  inhe- 
rited the  maternal  estates  in  Germany,  and  there 
planted  the  house  of  Brunswick.  He  was  created 
duke  of  Bavaria  in  1071,  and  died  in  the  island  of 
Cyprus,  on  his  way  to  the  Holy  Land,  in  1101.  He 
was  twice  married:  first  to  Ethelinda,  daughter  of 
Otho  the  Saxon,  duke  of  Bavaria,  from  whom  he  was 
divorced;  and  secondly  to  Judith,  daughter  of  Bald- 
win, sumamed  the  Pious,  count  of  Flanders,  and 
widow  of  Toston  earl  of  Kent,  the  brother  of  Harold 
king  of  England.  By  this  last  wife  he  had  two  sons, 
Guelph  the  Second,  duke  of  Bavaria,  who  died  in 
1119  without  issue;  and  Henry,  called  the  Black, 
duke  of  Bavaria,  who  died  in  1125,  leaving  by  Wil- 
filda,  daughter  of  Magnus  duke  of  Saxony,  a  son  of 
his  own  name,  but  denominated,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  that  age, ''  the  Superb.'' 

This  last  espoused  Gertrude,  daughter  of  the  empe- 
ror Lothaire  the  Second,  by  whom  he  had  Henry 
termed  the  Lion,  from  whom  lineally  descended  the 
dukes  of  Brunswick-Lunenburg.  This  last  mentioned 
prince  having  revolted  in  1L80  against  Frederick  Bar- 
barossa,  that  emperor  caused  him  to  be  proscribed  by 
public  ban ;  after  which  his  estates  were  confiscated, 
those  of  Bavaria  being  given  to  Otho  count  of  Schirin, 
and  those  in  Saxony  to  Bernard,  the  son  of  Albert  of 
Ouers. .  Henry  the  Lion,  upon  this  calamity,  retired 
to  England,  where  he  found  a  powerful  protector  in 
Henry  the  Second,  who  in  1179  gave  him  his  daugh- 
ter Matilda  in  marriage,  and  afterwards  obtained  for 
him  the  princely  domains,  or,  as  they  were  then  deno- 
minated, the  counties  of  Brunswick  and  Lunenburg. 
Thus  the  royal  blood  of  England  became  incorporated 
with  this  ancient  and  august  family,  ages  before  the 
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legal  cunent  waa  Uended  with  the  Tadota  and  Stmrta. 
Henry  the  lion  died  in  1105,  leaving  three  soaa: 
1.  Otho,  who  in  the  lifetime  oi  hia  fatbei  waa  oieated 
earl  of  York,  and  afterwaids  became  w»pefOf  of  Qt> 
many,  but  died  without  iaaue.  9.  Henry,  who  by 
virtue  of  his  marriage  obtained  the  title  of  count 
palatine  of  the  Rhine.  3.  l^illiam  the  First,  duke  of 
Brunswick  and  liunenburg,  for  which  dig^ty  he  was 
indebted  to  his  elder  brother,  who,  on  faja  election  to 
the  imperial  diadem,  raised  the  paternal  estates  into 
a  duchy. 

After  this,  the  title  of  YoA  remained  dormant  till 
the  year  1380,  when  Edmund,  sumam^d  of  Laiig^y, 
the  fifth  son  of  Edwaird  the  Third,  and  earl  of  Cam* 
bridge,  was  by  patent  created  Duke  of  York.  Edward 
Plantagenet  his  son  was  made  earl  of  Rutland  and 
Duke  of  York  in  1401,  but  died  at  the  battle  of  Azin<- 
court  without  issue. 

In  1415,  Richard  Plantagenet,  nephew  of  the  last 
duke,  and  son  of  Richard  eaiA  oS  Cambridge^  who  was 
bdieaded  for  conspiring  against  HMry  the  Fifth,  suc- 
ceeded his  uncle  in  the  title.  He  began  the  fatal  con* 
test  between  the  two  potciK^t  houses  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster, and  lost  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Wakefield, 
when  Queen  Margamt,  th^  wife  of  Henry  t|pe  Sixth, 
l^laoed  liis  head  wilh  a  i»a|Mar  crown  theroon,  by  way 
<K*  mockery,  on  one  of  the  gatea  of  York. 

On  the  ^th  of  Stay,  1474.  Richard  Plantagenet, 
snrnamed  of  Shrewsbury  from  tito  place  of  his  birth, 
4ie  second  son  of  inward  the  Fourth,  was  created 
Duke  of  Yoik,  and  soon  aft^,  duke  of  Norfolk  and 
earl  of  Warren.  He  is  generally  said  to  have  been 
inhumanly  murdered  in  the  Tower,  with  his  brother 
Edward  the  FifUi,  by  the  orders  of  thmr  uncle,  Richard 
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the  Third ;  but  there  are  strong  reasons  for  believing 
that  the  youngest  of  these  princes  was  the  same  per- 
son with  the  celebrated  adyenturer,  known  in  our  his- 
tories by  the  name  of  Perkin  Warbeck.  It  is  certain 
that  the  youth  so  designated  was  recognized  as  the 
Doke  of  York,  bodi  by  the  duchess  of  Burgundy  and 
the  court  of  France ;  nor  was  this  all,  for  James  the 
Fourth  of  Scotland  received  him  at  his  court  as  the 
son  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  and  gave  him  a  near  rela- 
tive of  his  own  in  marriage,  which  no  monarch  in^ 
Europe  would  have  done  under  the  impression  that  the 
person  whom  he  chose  to  honour  was  an  imjiostor. 

On  the  81st  of  October,  14!I5,  Henry,  the  second 
son  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  was  created  Duke  of  York 
in  parliament;  and  after  the  death  of  his  brother 
Arthur,  being  then  twelve  years  cdd,  he  was  created 
prince  of  Wales  and  earl  of  Chester.  He  succeeded 
his  father  by  the  name  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

In  1601,  Charles,  the  second  son  of  James  the  First, 
was,  in  the  second  year  of  his  age,  before  his  arrival 
in  England  from  Scotland,  created  Duke  of  Albany, 
marquis  of  Omiond,  and  lord  Ardmannoch ;  and  on 
the  8th  of  January,  1604,  he  was  created  Doke  of 
York,  at  Whitehall,  with  public  solemnity,  at  which 
the  king  made  twenty-five  knights  of  the  Bath,  This 
unfortunate  prince,  after  tlie  death  of  his  elder  bro- 
ther Henry  in  1616,  was  created  prince  of  Wales,  and 
eari  of  Chester  and  Flint.  He  succeeded  his  father 
by  the  name  of  Charies  the  First. 

James,  of  Great  Britain,  the  second  son  o(  the  last 
mentioned  monarch,  was  bom  at  St.  James's,  October 
14th,  1638,  and  forthwith  proclaimed  at  the  court 
gates,  Duke  of  York,  into  which  title  he  was  ai[ter- 
wards  cfea^  by  patent,  dated  at  Oxford,  January 
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27ib,  1643;  and  by  other  letters  patent,  in  tlie  eleventh 
year  of  Charles  the  Second,  he  was  made  Earl  of 
Ulster  in  Ireland.  He  succeeded  his  brother  in  1685, 
and  abdicated  the  throne  in  1668. 

In  1716,  Ernest  Augfustus,  Duke  of  Brunswick- 
Lunenburgy  and  Bishop  of  Osnaburg,  the  brother  of 
George  the  First,  was  created  Duke  of  Tork  and 
Albany,  and  Earl  of.  Ulster.  He  died  without  issue 
in  1728. 

In  1760,  Edward  Augustus,  the  second  son  of  Fre- 
derick Prince  of  Wales,  and  brother  of  Gteorge  the 
Third,  was  created  Duke  of  York.  He  died  in  1768  with- 
out haying  been  married.  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
observe  here,  that  the  son  of  James  the  Second  thought 
proper,  to  confer  the  titular  honour  of  Duke  of  York 
upon  his  second  son  Henry,  who  afterwards  entered 
into,  orders  in  the  church  of  Rome,  and  was  created 
a  cardinal.  On  the  death  of  his  elder  brother  Charles 
Edward,  commonly  called  the  Pretender,  he  assumed 
the  title  of  Henry  the  Ninth,  king  of  England,  though 
he  was  more  generally  known  at  Rome  and  elsewhere 
by  the  name  and  stile  of  Cardinal  York. 

To  return  to  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir.  On 
the  31st  of  January,  1785,  his  royal  highness  was 
appointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the  regency  of  Hanover, 
and  a  member  of  the  supreme  council  for  managing 
the  affairs  of  his  Majesty's  electoral  dominions.  In 
this  capacity,  the  Duke  took  a  leading  part  in  forming 
the  confederacy  at  that  time  entered  into  by  the  lungs 
of  Prussia  and  Sweden,  and  the  electors  of  Hanover 
and  Saxony,  to  preserve  the  indivisibility  of  the  Grer- 
maoic  empire. 

The  cause  of  this  associatien  was  an.  alarm  excited 
by  the  intelligence  which  the  crown  prince  of  Prussia 
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received,  that  a  secret  negociation  was  on  foot  between 
the  emperor  Joseph  and  the  duke'  of  Bavaria,  for  an 
exchange  of  the  territories  belonging  to  the  latter. 
The  doke  of  Deux  Fonts,  nephew  of  the  elector,  sit 
the  beginning  of  this  year  commnnicated  to  Frederick 
William  the  result  of  a  conference  he  had  held  with 
count  Romaiizow,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the 
court  of  Russia  to  the  diet  at  Frankfort,  in  which  that 
nobleman  acquainted  him  with  the  nature  of  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  by  the  emperor  and  the  uncle  of 
the  prince.  The  substance  of  this  agreement  was, 
that  the  elector  should  cede  to  the  house  of  Austria 
the  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Bavaria,  the  Upper 
Palatinate,  the  landgraviate  of  Leuchtenberg,  with 
the  duchies  of  Newburg  and  Saltzbach ;  and  that  the 
emperor  should  give  in  return  the  Austrian  Low 
Countries,  and  the  advantages  expected  from  Hol- 
land, with  the  exception  of  the  duchy  of  Luxembourg, 
the  county  of  Namur,  and  a  reserve  in  his  favour  of 
the  artillery  and  national  troops  both  of-  Bavaria  and 
the  Netherlands,  together  with  a  perpetual  right  of 
negociating  loans  in  the  latter  country.  The  emperor 
further  stipulated,  in  favour  of  the  elector  and  the 
duke  of  Deux  Fonts,  to  allow  them  a  gratuity  of  one 
million  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and 
he  also  promised  to  exert  his  influence  .to  procure  the 
title  of  king  of  Burgundy  for  the  elector  of  Bavaria. 
This  communication  was  accompanied  by  a  declara* 
tion  from  count  Romanzow  to  the  duke  of- Deux 
Fonts,  saying,  that  the  treaty  was  in  such  forward- 
ness, that  it  was  determined  to  carry  it  into  imme- 
diate execution,  whether  his  consent  was  given  or  not; 
and  that  he  had  only  eight  days  to  form  his  resolution. 
Neither  the  emperor  nor  the  elector  seems  to  have 
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been  prepared  for  the  alarm  which  this  project  was 
likely  to  create  throughout  Germany.  Politiciaflis,  how- 
ever^  had  already  formed  an  ill  opinion  of  Joseph  II. 
from  the  extravagance  of  his  conduct.  He  began  his 
career,  as  early  as  1778,  by  laying  claim  to  the  suc- 
cession of  Bavaria,  and  that  too  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  inclinations  of  his  modier  and  soveieigii,  who  was 
most  naturally  concerned.  His  demand  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Sdieldt  was  equally  bold ;  and  it  was 
also  known  that  he  meditated,  in  conjuncticm  wiUi  the 
impress  Catherine,  a  scheme  for  the  conquest  of  Con- 
stantinople, and  the  entire  partition  of  the  Tarkish 
dominions  in  Europe. 

The  treaty  npw  entered  into  between  him  and  the 
elector  did  not  essentially  differ  from  that  of  1778, 
when  the  latter  was  obliged  to  cede  two-duids  erf* 
Bavaria  without  any  comp^tsation,  mther  than  en- 
counter the  risk  of  losing  the  whole  of  his  territories 
in  an  unequal  contest ;  his  formidable  neighbour  having 
BssemUed  on  the  frontier  an  army  of  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men,  to  snpptut  his  unjust 
pretensions.  On  that  occasion  the  veteran  monarch 
of  Prussia  interfered  in  behalf  of  the  sufiering  elec* 
torate.  Some  months  having  passed  away  in  fivitless 
remonstrances^  each  party  had  recourse  to  aims ;  and 
the  pr^Noatiens  on  both  sides  were  so  mig^y,  that 
had  the  fate  of  all  Europe  been  at  staloe,  Mither 
the  force  employed,  nor  the  sMans  applied  to,  wdhid 
have  aiq;>eared  inadeqpiate  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
cause. 

It  is  uimecessary  to  detail  the  history  of  tiiis  singnfaur 
war ;  suttee  it  to  dbaenrs,  that  all  the  experience  and 
abiliUes  of  the  great  Fredttrfck,  exerted  with  unre- 
mitting attention,  could  gain  no  advantage  over  the 
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•mpaor,  who  foiled  every  attempt  of  faia  adTersary 
with  a  cantioii  and  skill  that  woald  baye  done  honbur 
to  the  ablest  generals  of  the  i^ ;  but  then  it  most  be 
feooUected  that  he  had  for  his  instructor  the  gi«at 
Marshal  Landohn^  who  was  allowed  by  Fi«deriek 
himself  to  be  his  eqnal  in  the  art  of  war. 

After  many  eflforts  to  dislodge  the  Aostrians  from 
their  advantageous  post,  and  to  bring  them  to  an 
engagement,  the  Prussian  hero  found  himself,  for  die 
first  time  in  his  life,  baffled  and  deftated  by  one  whom 
he  had  affected  to  treat  with  contempt,  under  the 
appellation  of  the  *'  little  JoaephJ'  Frederick  was, 
theref<Hre,  now  compelled  by  necessity  to  yield  to  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  elector  of  Bavaria  in  consequence 
submitted  to  the  spoliation  oS  his  estates.  It  was  not, 
however,  to  be  supposed  that  the  hoitfy  politician  of 
Berlin  would  remain  a  passive  spectator  of  the  am- 
bitious movements  of  his  potent  rival,  llioug^  now 
verging  on  the  grave,  the  news  of  the  fiesh  designs 
upon  Bavaria  ronsod  his  energies,  and  he  prepared 
again  to  become  the  assertot  and  arlnter  of  the  rights 
of  the  Gexmaxac  body.  As  soon,  therrfore,  as  he  was 
made  acquainted  with  the  projected  ex^ange  of 
territory  between  Austria  and  Bavaria,  he  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  the  infonnation  to  those  princes 
who  were  most  likely  to  be  particulariy  interested  by 
tiie  measure. 

Among  tike  rest,  the  Duke  of  Yori^  was  c<msulted, 
who  immediately  sent  off  an  express  to  fiigland,  upon 
which  a  cabinet  council  was  held;  and  Ins  royal 
highness  received  full  powers  to  aot  in  ocmjunction 
wiA  the  court  of  Beriin,  and  the  other  powers  who 
were  opposed  to  the  scheme  of  aggrandisement  then 
under  negociation. 
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When  the  emperor  and  electar  found  that  a  foxini- 
dable  combination  was  raised  to. frustrate  their  am- 
bitious designs,  they  began  to  retrace  their  steps,  and 
both  issued  public  declarations,  disavowing  the  whole 
business,  and,  solemnly  asserting  that  no  such  views 
had  ever  been  entertained  by  either  of  them.  It  hap- 
pened, however,  unfortunately  for  the  credit  of  these 
two  sovereigns^  that  Russia  and  France  had  been 
consulted  some  time  before  upon  this  very  treaty,  of 
which,  both  those  powers  consented  to  become  guaran- 
tees ;  and  when  the  exposure  took  place,  so  far  were 
they,  from  denying  it,  that  the  empress  Catherine  pub- 
licly justified  the  proposed  exchange  on  the  principles 
of  equity  and  policy. 

While  this  matter  occupied  general  attention,  the 
world  was  much  engaged  by  the  accounts  of  aerial 
voyages,  the  result  of  a  recent  discovery  made  in 
France.  The  old  king  of  Prussia,  whose  readiness  at 
repartee  continued  to  the  last,  in  one  of  his  conversa- 
tions at  Sans  Souci,  turning  to  the  Duke  of  Yoii,  said, 
''  that  as  the  French  claimed,  and  deserved,  the  empire 
of  the  AIR,  the  English  had  proved  themselves  masters 
of  the  SEA,  and  the  emperor  aimed  at  the  sovereignty 
of  the  LAND,  the  only  element  that  remained  for  him 
was  FIRE ;  the  effects  of  which  he  supposed  he  should 
be  soon  obliged  to  try." 

Frederick,  while  thus  occupied,  did  not  confine  his 
views  to  the  subject  which  had  excited  his  jealousy, 
but  determined,  out  of  this  particular  occasion,  to 
originate  a  general  principle,  that  should  apply  to  all 
future  circumstances  of  a  similar  nature.  He  desired, 
at  Uie  close  of  a  long  life,  which  had  been  crowded 
with  great  public  transactions,  to  leave  to  his  suc- 
cessor a  legacy  of  rules ;  the  tendency  of  which  should 
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be  to  perpetuate  the  political  ascendetncy  of  his  coun- 
try. Accordingly^  he  exerted  himself  with  great  assi- 
duity in  negociating)  with  the  electors  of  Hanover  and 
Saxony^  a  league  for  the  preservation  of  the  Germanic 
constitution;  and  particularly  to  prevent  such  cessions 
and  exchanges  of  territory  as  were  either  contrary  to 
what  was  called  the  Grolden  Bull  and  other  chartularies, 
or  which  might  be  supposed  injurious  to  the  balance  of 
power  in  the  empire.  This  treaty  was  concluded  on 
the  23d  of  Julyyl785;  and  among  the  princes  who 
acceded  to  it  wove  the  elector  of  Mentz,  the  landgrave 
of  Hesse  Cassel,  the  dukes  of  Brunswick,  Weimar,  and 
Saxe  Gotha,  and  the  prince  of  Anhalt.  The  British 
ministry  entered  into  the  transaction  with  great  readi- 
ness, and  it  is  from  this  period  that  we  are  to  date  the 
intimate  connexion  which  subsisted  for  several  years 
between  the  courts  of  London  and  Berlin. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emperor  was  not  idle,  for  it 
was  hardly  possible  that  he  could  regard  the  politics 
of  Prussia  with  a  favourable  eye.  Kaunitz,  his  prime 
minister,  while  the  league  was  in  progress,  addressed 
two  letters  to  the  imperial  ambassadors  at  the  diffe- 
rent courts  of  Germany,  directing  them  to  remonstrate 
against  the  irregular  and  hostile  nature  of  this  con- 
federacy, which  could  not,  he  said,  be  considered 
otherwise  than  as  personal  to  the  emperor  himself. 
With  respect  to  Joseph,  he  had  for  a  considerable 
time  been  absent  on  an  excursion  in  Italy,  and  did  not 
return  to  his  capital  till  a  few  weeks  previous  to*  the 
final  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  That  ineasure  was  first 
vindicated  by  the  king  of  Prussia  in  a  circular  letter 
to  the  Grerman  princes,  and  again  soon  after  in  an 
address  to  all  Europe.  These  papers  produced  a  labo- 
rious reply  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  a 
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rejoinder  on  that  of  Prussia ;  tiie  one  contending  that 
there  was  notiiing  in  the  meditated  exchange  contrary 
either  to  natural  right  or  the  laws  of  the  empire; 
while^  on  the  other  side,  it  was  proved  dearly,  that  the 
increase  of  the  Austrian  power  would  not  only  be  sub- 
versive of  the  liberties  of  the  minor  states,  but  that  it 
was  in  fact  guarded  against  by  the  Golden  Bull,  which 
forbade  an  elector  from  alienating  his  dominions. 

This  was  the  last  public  act  of  Frederick  the  Great, 
whose  infirmities  now  increased  fast  upon  him,  and  a 
complication  of  disorders  carried  him  off  on  the  17th 
of  August,  1786,  leaving  die  throne  with  an  immense 
treasure  for  its  support,  and  a  country  in  the  highest 
state  o(  improvement,  to  his  nephew,  who  assumed 
the  title  of  Frederick  William  the  Second.  The  old 
monarch,  a  few  months  befbre  his  death,  gave  a  striking 
instance  of  his  liberality.  A  disappointed  author  pub^ 
lished  a  libel,  intituled,  ^'  Les  Memoires  du  Boy  de 
Frusse,"  in  whidi  the  king  was  treated  with  uncommon 
acrim<my.  Hie  writer  was  soon  discovered,  apprehended, 
and  a  prosecution  instituted ;  but  Frederidc,  on  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  case,  and  reading  the  per* 
fonnance,  ordered  him  to  be  set  at  liberty,  and  a 
present  of  a  bundle  of  new  pens  to  be  given  him, ''  as 
his  last,"  the  king  said,  '*  wene  in  very  bad  order.'' 

When  the  demise  of  the  old  king  of  Prussia  took 
place,  the  I>uke  of  Tork  was  at  Hanover,  where  in  the 
preceding  year  he  had  been  much  affected  by  the  melan- 
choly fate  of  his  relative,  Frince  Leopold  of  Brunswick, 
who  was  drowned  on  the  27th  of  April,  1786,  in  endea- 
vouring to  save  the  inhabitants  of  a  village  near 
Frankfort  on  the  Oder.  Of  this  catastrophe  the  fol- 
lowing account  appeared  soon  after  in  the  Leyden 
Gaaette.— 
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'^We  have  within  these  few  days  experienced  the 
greatest  calamities  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Oder, 
which  burst  its  banks  in  several  places,  and  carried 
away  houses,  bridges,  and  every  thing  that  opposed 
its  course.    Numbers  of  people  have  lost  their  lives 
in  this  rapid  inundation;   but  of  all  the  accidents 
arising  from  it,  none  is  so  generally  lamented  as  the 
death  of  the  good  Prince  Leopold  of  Brunswick.  While 
this  amiable  prince  was  standing  by  the  side  of  the 
river,  a  woman  threw  herself  at  his  feet,  beseeching 
him  to  give  orders  for  some  persons  to  go  to  the  relief 
of  her  children,  all  of  whom,  in  her  bewildered^  state 
of  mind,  she  had  left  behind  her  in  the  house.    At  the 
same  time,  some  soldiers,  who  were  also  at  that  place, 
were  loudly  crying  for  help.     The  duke  endeavoured 
to  procure  a  flat-bottomed  boat,  but  no  one  could  be 
found  to  venture  across  the  river,  even  though  his 
highness  ofiered  large  sums  of  money,    and  promised 
to  share  the  danger.    At  last,  moved  by  the  cries  of 
the  unfortunate^  inhabitants  of  the  suburb,  and  led  by 
the  sensibility  of  his  own  benevolent  heart,  he  took 
the  resolution  of  going  to  dieir  assistance  himself. 
The  people  about  him  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him 
from  this  perilous  enterprise ;  but,  touched  to  the  soul 
by  the  distress  of  the  miserable  sufierers,  he  replied, 
'  What  am  I  more  than  you  or  they  ?    I  am  but  a  man 
like  yourselves,  and  nothing  ought  to  be  attended  to 
here  but  the  call  of  humanity.'    Unshaken,  therefore, 
in  his  resolution,  he  immediately  embarked  with  three 
watermen  in  a  small  boat,  and  crossed  the  river.    The 
boat  did  not  want,  above  thrice  its  length  to  reach  the 
bank,  when  it  struck  against  a  tree,  and  in  an  instant 
all  four  disappeared.    A  few  minutes  afterwards  the 
duke  rose  again,  and  supported  himself  for  a  short 
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time  by  taJ^ng  hold  .of.  the  branch  .  of  another  tree ; 
bat  the  violence  of  the  current  soon  bore  him  down« 
and  he  never  again  appeared.  The  boatmen  were  more 
fbrtonate,  and  every  one  was  saved,  the  duke  alone 
bdng  the  victim  of  his' philanthropy/' 

The  loss  of  thi/s-  eJcceOent  prince  was  keenly  felt  by 
his  cousin  the  Dnke  of  Yoric,  who  highly  esteemed 
him  for  his  numerous  virtues.  While,  however;  bis 
royal  highness  was  plunged  in  grief  at  this  afflicting 
occurrence,  he  experienced  *  some  consolation  in  the 
tadden  arrival  at  Hanover,  of  his  brother  Prince 
William  Henry,  now  Duke  of  Clarence.  A  meeting 
altogether  unexpected,  after  a  separation  of  five  y6ars, 
could  not  fail  to  afford  considerable  satisfaction  ti^ 
both  imrties;  llie  younger  prince  had,  during  that 
period,  seen  a  great  tariety  of  seiVice  in  different 
clunates ;  first,  under  Rodney,  in  the  memorable  relief 
of  Gibraltar,  and  next  in  the  West  ladies,  where  he 
continued  a  long  time  after  tiie  restoration  of  peace. 

General  Drinkwater,  in  his  interesting  memoir  of  the 
siege  of  Gibraltar,  has  related  the  following  pleasing 
anecdote.  At  an  early  peri6d  of  the  blockade,  when 
Prince  William  Henry  was  there,  and  had  made  his  first 
naval  essay  for  the  relief  of  the  fortress,  Bon  Juan  de 
Langarai:,  the  Spanish  admiral,  visited  Admiral  Digby, 
who  introduced  him  to  his  royal  highness.  Duriiig 
the  conference  between  the  two  admirals,  the  prince 
retired ;  cind  when  it  was  intimated  that  Don  Juan 
wished  to  return,  his  royal  highness  appeared  in  his 
character  of  a  midshipman,  and  respectfolly  infonnied 
the  admiral  that  the  boat  was  ready.  The  Spaniard, 
astonished  to  see  the  son  of  a  monarch  acting  ba  a 
soborditiftte  officer,  could  not  help  exclaiming;  '^  Well 
d6es  Great  Britain  merit  the  empire  of  the  sea,  vrhen 
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the.  hnmblest  stations  in  her  very  navy  are  .filled  by 
fitinces  oi  the  blood.'' 

.  After  a  long  absence  from  England,  the  prince 
landed  at  Falmouth  in  Angost,  1785,  from  the  Hebe 
frigate.  Commodore  GhMF^er.  Daring  his  stay  in  that 
neighbomxhood,  he  was  entertained  by  Lord  Falmouth, 
at  Tregothnan ;  from  whence  he  paid  a  visit  to  the 
corporation  of  Trun).  On  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Daniel, 
the  proprietor  of  the  smelting-house,  he  went,  to  see 
the  different  operations  of  melting  the  tin ;  and  there 
took  a  beef-steak,  broiled  on  one  of  the  hot  jdateg — ^with 
which  he  was  highly  pleased.  After  this  he  inspected 
the  mines  both  of  copper  and  tin,  asking  several  perti* 
nent  questicms ;  and,  on  being  informed  that  a  consi- 
derable revenue  accrued  from  hence  to  his.  brother  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  as  Duke  of  Cornwall,  each  Mock 
paying  him  above  twelve  shillings;  he  said  he 
was  happy  to  hear  it,  for,  in  all  probability,  the 
tin-cash  would  be  very  acceptable  to  his  brother 
George. 

Hanover,  at  the  time  of  its  being  enlivened  by  the 
presence  of  two  members  of  the  Boyal  Family,  exhi- 
bited another  scene  of  great  animation,  in  the  return  of 
the  brave  battalions  who  had  pie«aninently  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  siege  of  Gibraltar.  To 
commemorate  that  great  display  of  military  skill,  pa- 
tience^  and  valour^  the /immortal  General  Eliott  had 
some  medals  struck  in  gold  and  sflver^  the  former  for 
the  Bayal.  Fainily«  and  the  latter  as  piesents  to  those 
persons  who  had. particularly  distinguished  themselves 
in  that  arduous  service.  In  transmitting  4hose  des- 
tined Cm  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Hanoverian 
brigade,  the  general  took  occasion  thus  to  express 
his  feelings  to  the  Field  Marshal  de  Behden : — 
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"  Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  pf  applying  to  yoar  Excel- 
lency in  a  circumstance,  which  to  me  appears  very 
remarkable  in  many  respects.  The  King,  my  mas- 
ter, haying  been  graciously  pleased  to  permit  that 
a  silver  medal  should  be  struck,  in  oider  to  convey  to 
posterity  the  remembrance  of  a  military  event,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  has  been  hitherto  unpreced6nted ;  by 
this  alone,  your  Excellency  will  comprehend,  that  I 
mean  to  speak  of  that  renowned  brigade  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's electoral  troops,  who  have  displayed  the  highest 
courage  during  so  long  a  time,  and  in  circumstances 
which  would  have  proved  a  test  for  the  virtues  of  the 
most  sublime  heroes.  Your  Excellency,  doubtless,  will 
not  suspect  me  to  be  capable  of  thus  publishing  praises, 
so  Well  deserved,  vrith  a  view  of  taking  for  myself  any 
part  of  their  merit.  A  general  is  fully  secured  from 
all  manner  of  anxiety,  even  amidst  the  horrors  of  war, 
when  he  can  depend  on  the  courage  and  attachment  of 
such  troops,  who,  to  the  strictest  observance  of  mili- 
tary discipline,  join  zeal,  patience,  and  bravery — who 
cannot  be  daunted  by  the  hardest  and  most  unremitted 
labours — who  fearless  can  bear  sickness  and  wounds — 
who  have  familiarized  their  eyes  to  the  almost  con- 
stant prospect  of  famine,  and  never  enjoyed  plenty. 
Your.  Excellency  knows  them  well ;  and  I  should  never 
have  done,  were  I  to  say  of  them  all  that  I  feel  in  my 
heart.  His  Majesty  having  condescended  to  accept, 
on  this  event,  a  golden  medal,  as  well  as  the  Queen 
and  Royal  Family,  I  took  this  opportunity  to  have 
several  more  struck  upon  silver.  Deign,  sir,  to  accept 
one  for  yourself,  and  another  for  lieutenant-general 
De  la  Motte,  and  a  third  for  general  Sydow.  My  wish 
is,  that  one  of  these  medals  be  presented  to  each  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  at  Gibraltar  from 
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the  month  of  June  1779,  and  did  not  leave  the  place 
till  the  whole,  of  the  brigade  retamed  to  Hanover.  I 
hope  they  will  look  upon  it  as  a  token  of  my  friend- 
ship and  gratitude,  which  will  last  as  long  as  I  live. 
If,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  there  should  not  be  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  medals,  I  shall  take  care  to  have 
more  struck,  and  send  them  by  the  first  opportunity. 
My  old  friend.  General  Freytag,  with  whom  I  have 
kept  up  a  constant  correspondence  during  all  that 
time,  will  certainly  not  refuse  a  medal,  which  has  been 
struck  under  the  auspices  of  his  Majesty.  Tour  Ex- 
cellency will,  I  trust,  forgive  this  freedom.  The  medals 
being  presented  by  you,  will  increase  in  consequence 
and  value." 

The  face  of  the  medal  is  a  representation  of  the 
Rock ;  with  the  motto  *\  Per  tot  discrimina  rerum ;"  the 
exergue  **  xiii  Sep.  mdcclxxxii."  On  the  reverse,  is  a 
Crown  of  Laurel  with  a  German  motto,  **  Bruderschaft,'' 
signifying  Brotherhood  ^  within  the  wreath  are  the 
names  of  the  four  principal  officers,  **  Behden,  Lamotte, 
Sydow,  Eliott."  The  dies  were  executed  by  Pingo,  and 
upwards  of  twelve  hundred  were  struck  in  gold  and 
silver,  for  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  glorious 
defence  of  Gibraltar. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  medals  at  Hanover,  a  splendid 
entertainment  was  given  to  the  officers  of  the  brigade 
by  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York,  who  took 
occasion  to  pay  a  compliment  to  the  corps  in  an  ele- 
gant speech  in  their  native  language. 

Having  mentioned  this  circumstance,  we  may  here 
be  permitted  to  state,  that,  in  England,  on  the  arrival 
of  the  twelfth  regiment  of  foot  from  Gibraltar,  after 
having  served  in  that  fortress  ahnost  fifteen  years,  in 
particular  through  the  whole  period  of  the  Uockade 
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and  siege,  it  hadjthe  honour  of  being  ardea»d  to.do 
duty  at  Windsor,  where  a  detachment  waa  employed 
during  the  summer  in  making  rides  in  the  forest,  and 
parts  adjacent.  When  these  works  were  finished,  an 
Obelisk  was  erected  on  the  spot,  with. the  fcUowing 
inscription: — 

''  These  Bides  were  begun,  and  above  forty  miles 
completed,  in  the  year  1784,  by  a  detachment  of  his 
Majesty's  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Foot,  quartered  at 
Windsor,  upon  its  return  from  Gibraltar. 

Bello  dimicantes. 

Pace  laborantes, 

Otium  fugiipius/' 
The  winter  of  1785  was  remarkably  severe  all  over 
Europe ;  but  the  fact  is  here  worthy  of  notice,  on 
accqunt  of  an  incident  which,  amidst  .theinclemenc^y 
of  that  rigorous  season^  occurred  in  England. 

The  King,  one  day  wh^a  the  ground  was  covered 
with  snow,  regardless  of  the  weather,  and  never  mpre 
cheerful  than  when  in  exercise,  was  .taking,  as  usual, 
his  solitary  excursion  on  foot,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Windsor,  when  he  was  sudd^y  accosted  by  .two 
ragged  little  boys,  the  eldest  of  whom  appeare4  to.be 
no  more  than  eight  years  old.  Though  ignorant  of  the 
quality  of  the  personage  whom  they  were  addressing, 
they  fell  upon  their  knees  before  him,  and,  wringing 
their  hands,  prayed  for  relief,  '^  the  smallest  relief,*' 
they  cried,  "for  they  were  hungry,  very/hungry,  and 
had  nothing  to  eat."  More  they  would  .have  said».but 
for  a  torrent  of  tears,  which,  running  down. th^ir  cheeks, 
choked  all  further  utterance.  The  King,  struck  with 
this  affecting  scene,  tenderly  desired  the  weeping  sup- 
plicants to  rise ;  and  having  at  length,  with  that  affa- 
bility which  ever  marked  his  conduct,  encouraged  them 
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to  proceed  with  their  story,  he  learnt  that  their  mothei^ 
had  been  dead  these  three  days,  and  still  lay  unburied ; 
that  their  f athei^ -also,  whom  they'w^re  afraid  of  losing, 
was  'stretched  by  her  side  upon  abed  of  straw, .in  k 
sick  and  helpless  condition ;  and.  In  fine,  that  they  had 
neither  food,  firing,  nor  friend  at  home. 

This  simple  defafl  of  wo  could  n6t  fail  to  excite 
pity  in  the  royal  bosom ;  and  the  question  now  was, 
whether  the  tale  had  in  it  any  truth.  To  ascertain 
this,  the  King  ordered  the  children  to  proceed  home- 
ward, and,  following^  them  till  they  reached  a  i^retched 
hovel,  he  there  found  the  mother,  as  stated,  lying  dead, 
apparently  from  a  total  want  of  common  necessaries ; 
with  the  father,  literally  as  described,  ready  to  perish 
also,  but  still  encircling  \i(ith  his  feeble  arm  the  partner 
of  his  misery,  as  if  unwilling  to  remain  behind.  The 
bbnevolent  monarch'now  felt  a  tear  dart  from  his  eye, 
and  his  heart  oppressed  with  concern.  With  thai 
aft^tlvity,  howerer,  wUch  always  distinguished  him, 
he  lost  no  time  in  asEJng  unavailing  questions,  btt, 
iMViiig  a  little  money  behind  him,  hastened  back 
to  the  Lodge,  related  to  the  Qtkeen  what  he  had  wit- 
nS^Sed,  and  inistantly  despatched  servants  with  a 
supply  of  provisions,  clothbig,  colds,  and  eVeiy  other 
aecommodation  which  might  afford  ihkmedlate  suste- 
liancb  and  ^otiifort  to  the  hapless  ftlmilyr  It  id  pleas- 
ihg  16  add,  that,  revived  by  the  bounty  of  the  sove- 
r«gfn,  the  father  r^over^d  his  health }  when  his  Majesty 
took  hini  into  his  sfervibe,  and  caused  the  children  io 
be  brought  up  at  h!^  expense. 

The  Dtike  of  York;  who  had  now  b^n  absent  from 
his  native  land  above  six  years,  was  desirous  of 
i^tuming  home;  and  hd.ving  obtained  permission  for 
that  purpose,  he  travelled  through  Flanders  to  Calais ; 
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where^  at  the  beginning  of  July,  1786,  he  embarked  in 
the  common  packet,  and  landed  atDoyer,  from  whence 
he  travelled  post-haste  to  Windsor,  where  the  King, 
Queen,  and  all  the  princesses,  were  prepared  to 
receiTe  him  with  every  demonstration  of  joy  and 
affection. 

'  Intelligence  of  the  Dnke's  arrival  being  sent  off  im- 
mediately, according  to  a  previous  order,  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  then  at  Brighton,  his  royal  highness,  without 
loss  of  time^  threw  himself  into  his  carriage,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  salute  a  brother  whom  he  tenderly  loved, 
and  from  whom  he  had  been  so  long  separated.  Tho 
meeting  between  the  two  princes  was  of  a  nature 
almost  as  affecting  as  the  parting  scene  had  formeriy 
been ;  only  the  sympathy  which  it  excited  was  mingled 
with  sensations  of  a  more  cheerful  description. 

But  this  emotion  of  pleasure  was  soon  after  changed 
for  one  of  a  different  nature.  On  the  second  of  August, 
as  his  Majesty  was  gettii^;  out  of  his  private  carriage 
at  the  garden  gate  of  St.  James's  palace,  where  he  was 
about  to  hold  a  council,  a  paper  was  presented  to  him 
by  a  woman  of  decent  appearance.  The  King,  ac- 
cording to  his  wont^  gracious  manner,  stretched  out 
his  hand  to  receive  it,  when  at  that  instant  the  woman 
aimed  a  blow  at  his  heart.  Fortunately  his  Majesty 
parried  the  thrust  by  a  sudden  movement ;  and,  as  the 
woman  was  preparing  to  repeat  the  blow,  one  of  the 
yeomien  of  the  guard  seixed  her  arm,  when  the  weapon 
fell  out  of  her  hand.  On  taking  the  knife  up,  and 
shewing  it  to  the  King)  the  humane  and  considerate 
monarch  said,  '^  I  am  not  hurt ;  take  care  of  the 
woman ;  but  do  her  no  harm,  for  she  is  mad."  The 
knife,  on  examination,  was  found  to  be  old,  and  so 
much  worn,  that  it  bent  from  the  resistance  of  the 
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waistcoat;   otherwifie  the  fdrce  mtfa  which  it  ww 
impeDed  migbt  have  Made  the  blow  fataL     The  paper 
presented  by  the  woman  had  wiitteti  on  it, ''  To  ihm 
King's  mont  eitceUent  Majesty/'  and  nothing  nore. 
The  assassin  was*  innnediateiy  conducted  to  the  Inner 
Guard  Chamber,  where,  on  being  qnestioned  how  sher 
could  make  so  daring  an  attempt  ?  she  answered,  that 
they  had  qo  right  to  examine  her;  but  that,  what 
brought  before  the  proper  authorities^  she  would  giro 
her  reasons.    She  was^  then  tak^n  to  an  antechamber, 
where  she  remained  till  near  fiye  o'clock ;  and  thought 
spoken  to  by  several  of  the  nobility,  she  preserved 
a  ^len  silence,  seeming  entirdy  unmoved  by  hw. 
situation,  and  the  act  which  had  brought  her  into  it. 
She  wan  next  taken  before  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth, 
for  eumihation  by  the  jmvy  council.   In  answer  to  th^ 
various  interrogatories  that  were  put  to  her,  she  talked 
so  incoherently  of  her  right  to  thi»  crown,  that  no  doubt 
cc^d  be  entertained  of  her  insanity.    There  appeared,, 
however,  method  and  shrewdness  in  her  madness ;  for 
she  stated  that  she  had  pvesented  a  petition  to  th» 
King  ten-  days  before,  which,  upon  inquiry,  was  found 
to    be    true;    and   when  asked  to   recapitulate  tha 
contents  of  that  paper,  she  did  it  correctly^  with  a 
variatikm  only  of  four  words,  neither  of  which  affected 
the  sense.    In  her  lodging  were  found  three  letters 
about  her  pretended  right  to  the  crown,  addressed  to 
Lord  Mansfield,    Lord  Lougfaboroi^;fa,  and  General 
Brmnham.    The  owner  of  the  house  said,  that  she 
had  lodged  in  his  house  three  years,  getting  her  liveli* 
hood  4>y  needlework,  and  vrithout  ever  shewiug  any* 
signs  of  insanity.     Another  person^  with  whom  sho 
had  resided   for   five  years   before^  gave  the  same 
account  of  her  conduct.     Notwithstanding  this,   it 
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appealed  so  clearly  that  the  poor  woman,  was  dis- 
ordered in  her  intellects,  that  the  privy  conncil,  on 
making  a  report  to  the  King,  resolved  to  send  her  to 
Bedlam,  instead  of  committing  her  for  trial.  The 
woman,  whose  name  was  Margaret  Nicholson,  ap- 
peared to  be  abont  thirty-six  years  of  age,  and  of 
rather  a  mild  deportment.  She  was  a  native  of  Stock- 
ton upon  Tees,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  where  her 
father  was  a  barber. 

'  Tlie  treatment  of  this  lunatic,  as  well  as  of  the 
others  who  at  different  periods  made  similar  attempts 
upon  the  life  of  our  late  monarch,  exhibited  a  striking 
contrast  to  that  which  the  court  of  France  pursued  in 
the  case  of  the  maniac  Damien,  for  his  endeavour  to 
destroy  Louis  the  Fifteenth.  Though  the  madness  ai 
that  unfortunate  wretch  was  put  beyond  aH  doubt,  the 
tribunal  before  whom  he  •  was  arraigned  pursued  the 
business  with  as  much  seriousness  and  solemnity  as 
if  the  culprit  had  been  in  his  perfect  senses.  The 
execution  which  followed  was  still  more  disgraceful  to 
those  who  passed  the  sentence,  and  the  government 
that  suffered  it  to  be  put  in  force.  It  cannot  be  denied, 
however,  that  even  our  own  criminal  history  furnishes 
an  instance  of  crudty  very  discreditable  to  the  times 
when  it  occurred,  the  judidal  court  which  had  cogni- 
sance of  it,  and  the  ministers  who  carried  the  judgment 
into  effect. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  George  the  First, 
a  London  apprentice,  named  John  Shepherd,  was 
apprehended,  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  hanged  at 
Tyburn,  for  treasonable  expressions,  and  for  persisting, 
in  the  furious  zeal  of  a  young  and  political  fanatic,  to 
deny  the  right  of  the  reigning  family  to  the  throne  of 
England. 
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The  attack  upon  his  late  Majesty  was  attended  with 
a  remarkable  instance  of  presence  of  mind  and  deUcacy 
of  sentiment,  deserving  of  notice. 

As  soon  as  the  Spanish  ambassador,  the  Marqms 
del  Campo,  was  made  acquainted  with  the  transaction, 
he  set  off  post  to  Windsor,  where  ho  immediately 
sought,  and  obtained,  an  interview  with  the  Queen,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  announcing  the  circumstance  that 
had  thrown  the  metropolis  into  a  generid  alarm,  or  to 
soothe  her  fears,  but  to  beguile  the  time  with  conver- 
sation till  the  King  himself  arrived,  when  he  went 
away,  leaving  his  Majesty  to  relate  the  story  in  his 
own  manner.  The  King  was  so  pleased  with  the  kind 
service  which  the  ambassador  had  rendered  him  in 
this  instance,  that  the  next  time  he  saw  him  he  shook 
him  heartily  by  the  hand,  saying  how  much  he  felt 
himself  obliged  by  his  conduct.  The  Queen  also  was 
equally  affected ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  the  sense 
which  she  had  of  the  obligation,  her  Majesty  presented 
the  Marquis  with  her  portrait  in  miniature,  painted 
for  the  occasion  by  the  late  Richard  Cosway,  and 
richly  set  with  diamonds. 

Soon  after  this  event  died  the  Princess  Amelia,  the 
last  surviving  child  of  Greorge  the  Second,  in  her 
seventy-sixth  year.  Her  loss  was  little  felt  by  the 
royal  family  of  Great  Britain,  to  none  of  whom  did 
she  leave  the  smallest  legacy  out  of  her  large  prc^perty ; 
the  bulk  of  which  passed,  by  her  bequest,  to  the  Prince 
of  Hesse  Cassel,  who  was  mean  enough  to  refuse 
giving  mourning  to  her  domestics.  The  habits  of  the 
deceased  princess  were  very  peculiar.  Every  morn- 
ing she  regularly  paid  a  visit  to  her  stables,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  state  of  the  horses: 
and  she  never  got  into  or  out  of  her  carriage  at  the 
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front  of'  the  liOAse,  bat  alwa^js  ia  the  back  yard.  Her 
diBss  was  sncb^  that  at  ficst  Tieir  aha  lai^t  bava 
been  taken  for  one  of.  the  sascaJine  gender*  She  took 
ifiaaff  immoderately,  and  vas  no  less  addicted  to  cards. 
Her  deportaenty  however,  uras  e&ceedjiigly  repiilnTe« 
eyen  when  .engaged  at  Yifst  favoorite  amuaemeut.  Om 
«fspiiig  in  the  loons  at  Bath,  which  £EisUonable  pbiipe 
of  reaoft  she  joegularly  risited,  the  priaeess  addiiossed 
Jier  partner  in  the  tecfaaical  language  of  the  gaiaet 
We  ane  eigbt,  love/'— The  other  joeosdy  answered^ 
Yes^  my  dear;"  on  which  she  got  up  indignantly, 
fOK^em  the  cards  in  bus  &ce,  and  retired.  At  another 
tjin^>  a  general  officer,  who  was  standing  by  the  table 
irbf^e  the  party,  wjere  playing,  perceiving  the  wxA-hox 
of  jO^e  princess  standipg  open,  incatttioiialy  took  a 
pilich ;  which  wb^n  her  royaJ  highness  observed,  she 
ordered  the  servant  in  waiting  to  throw  the  remainder 
of  Uie  contents  into  the  fire.  She  was  uacommonly 
attached  to  her  brother,  William  Duke  of  Cumberlsnd, 
wbo^e  c)ufnsy  statue,  opposite  to  her  windows  in  Cavea- 
dish  Square,  wonld  sometimes  aigage  her  attention  for 
hours  together.  The  princess  was  the  patroness  jp^T 
the  celebrated  Father  Is  Courayer,  who  had  been- 
obliged  to  leave  France  on  account  of  the  liberality 
of  his  opinions ;  and  this  venerable  man,  out  of  gratis 
tade,  bequeathed  to  her  the  whole  of  his  maouscripts^ 
which  she  gave  to  Dr.  Bell  for  pablicatian ;  though^ 
it  mi^t  be  confessed,  4iey  were  little  deserving  of  Uuut 
distinction* 

About  the  time  ^hep  this  death  occurred,  tfte  Dak^e 
of  York  was  initiated  into  the  aacieat  order  of  Free 
Masoary,  at  a  Mge  ^Id  for  the  purpose  at  the  StarB- 
and-Garter Tavern,  in  Pall  Mali.  The  Duke  of  Cum- 
Ixurland,  as  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  presided  on  the 
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eceasioD,  and  tbe  Dake  was  introduced  by  hiar  brother 
^e  Prince  of  Wales. 

In  the  snmmer  of  the  year  1788  die  King  was  attacked 
with  a  bilious  complaint^  for  which  that  eminent  physi* 
cian  Sir  George  Baker  re<jommended  an  excursion^  and 
tbe  trial  of  the  Cheltenham  waters.  Accordingly,  on  the 
12th  of  July  their  Majesties,  with  the  Duke  of  York 
and  three  elder  princesses,  left  Windsor  for  Kunehani, 
tbe  seat  o(  the  Eari  of  Harcourt,  where  they  remained 
near  three  hours.  After  taking  s(Hne  refreshment,  and 
viewing  the  beauties  of  that  delightful  spot,  the  royal 
^arty  resumed  their  journey,  and  about  five  o'clock 
the  same  evening  arrived  at  Cheltenham,  having 
travelled  near  one  hundred  miles  in  eight  hours'. 
^Tbe  concourse  of  people  assembled  every  where  along 
the  road  was  immense ;  but  no  inconvenience  resulted 
from  it,  and  it  was  exhOattating'  to  witness  the  loyal 
spirit  which  animated  all  classes  of  people. 

During  their  stay  at  Cheltenham,  the  Kfaig  and 
Queen  resided  at  the  seat  of  Lord  Fanconberg,  which 
iMiing  close  to  the  town,  aflbrded  a  ready  faciHty  of 
visiting  the  Spa  eady  in  the  morning.  On  the  19tk, 
the  King  and  Princess  Royal  began  to  drink  the  waters; 
imd  having  returned  to  breakfast,  the  whole  party  set 
off  at  ten  o'clock  to  visit  the  €Uicient  town  of  Tewkes- 
bury, where  they  examined  attentively  the  interior  of 
the  Crothic  church.  While  here,  a  circumstance  oc- 
curred which  stroligly  evinced  the  paternal  feeling  of 
the  King.  In  riding  through  the  town,  his  Majesty 
observed  the  parapets  of  the  bridge  crowded  with 
spectators,  who  appeared  in  so  perflous  a  situation^ 
that  he  kindly  said,  ^  My  good  people,  I  fear  some  of 
you  will  fall.  Do  not  run  such  hazards  to  see  your 
King. — ^I  win  ride  slowly,  that  you  may  all  see  him." 
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While  at  Cheltenham,  the  soyereign  was  wholly 
without  a  military  escort ;  and  when  an  officer  who 
commanded  a  detachment  in  the  neighbourhood  waited 
to  know  what  guards  would  be  required,  his  Majesty 
replied,  ''  None,  whatever;  I  can  have  no  better 
guards  than  my  people."  The  band  of  Lord  Harring- 
ton's regiment,  only,  were  permitted  to  attend  the 
Royal  Family. 

Many  incidents  occurred  during  this  visit,  of  an 
extremely  interesting  nature;  and  though  some  of 
them  may  have  been  related  in  other  publications,  it 
is  presumed  that  their  incorporation  with  the  present 
memoir  will  neither  prove  unentertaining  nor-un* 
edifying. 

The  King  walking  out  one  morning,  unattended  and 
at  some  distance  from  Cheltenham,  met  a  honest  rustic 
hurrying  forwards  on  the  road  in  great  heat.  "  So, 
friend,"  said  his  Majesty, ''  you  seem  to  be  warm." — 
''  Yes,  sir,"  answered  the  countryman, ''  I  have  come 
a  long  way  this  morning,  on  purpose  to  see  the  King/' 
— ^^  Well,  my  good  friend,''  said  the  monarch,  putting 
a  guinea  into  his  hand,  ''  there  is  something  to  refresh 
you  after  your  journey."— '*  Thank  you,  sir,"  rejoined 
the  fanner,  **  but  can  you  tell  me  where  I  can  see  the 
King  ?" — ''  Friend,"  replied  the  good-natured  sovereign, 
''  you  see  him  before  you." 

During  his  walks  about  the  town,  accompanied  by 
the  Queen  and  princesses,  he  was  constantly  sur- 
rounded by  crowds  of  people,  who  poured  into  the 
place  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  His  Majesty  was 
gratified  with  these  testimonies  of  loyal  affection,  and 
cheerfully  observed  to  the  Queen,  ''We  must  walk 
about  for  two  or  three  days,  to  please  these  good  peo- 
ple ;  and  then  we  may  watt  about  to  please  ourselves." 
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To  those  more  immediately  near  his  person  he 
declared  several  times,  that  the  hours  passed  at 
Cheltenham,  and  in  the  yicinity,  were  among  the  most 
agreeable  of  his  life,  and  had  amply  repaid  him  for 
all  the  years  of  anxions  solicitude  which  he  had  ex- 
perienced during  his  eventful  reign. 

On  the  25th  of  July  the  King,  Queen,  and  prin- 
cesses, went  to  visit  the  city  of  Gloucester.  ^  They 
stopped  first  at  the  bishop's  palace,  and  afterwards 
proceeded  to  the  cathedral,  where  they  were  received 
by  the  venerable  Dean  Tucker,  at  the  head  of  the 
Chapter,  who  addressed  his  Majesty  in  a  congratula- 
tory speech,  to  which  a  suitable  answer  was  given. 
The  mayor  and  corporation  is^ere  next  admitted  to  the 
royal  presence  to  deliver  their  address,  which  was 
read  by  the  town  clerk.  From  the  palace  the  royal 
party  went  to  inspect  the  pin  manufactory,  for  which 
Gloucester  is  fiunous ;  and  they  also  paid  a  visit  to 
Mr.  Raikes,  the  celebrated  printer,  and  founder  of 
Sunday-schools.  In  a  conversation  with  this  excellent 
man,  the  King  thanked  him  for  the  benefit  he  had  ren- 
dered the  community ;  and  the  Queen  well  observed, 
that  he  must  feel  a  peculiar  happiness  in  having  con- 
tributed so  much  to  that  of  others.  They  next  went 
into  the  county  infirmary,  inspected  its  economy,  and 
made  several  inquiries  respecting  the  patients.  On 
the  29th,  the  royal  family  went  to  dine  with  Lord 
Camden ;  who,  to  do  honour  to  the  occasion,  ordered 
his  cellar  doors  to  be  thrown  open,  that  the  crowds 
which  thronged  round  the  house  might  be  regaled  with 
ale  and  other  refreshments. 

The  King,  Queen,  princesses,  and  Duke  of  York, 
next  paid  a  visit  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester,  at 
Hartlebury  Castle;  where,. after  breakfast,  and  in- 
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specting  the  library,  the  royal  party  walked  on  the 
greto  terrace  In  the  ehapel  gaTden^  purposely  to  shew 
themselves  to  an  immenile  assesoiblage  of  people,  who 
'flocked  iA  from  the  vicinity^  The  day  beug  exceed* 
in^y  fine,  rendered  the  spectadte  highly  attractive* 
After  dinner  the  royal  family  returned  to  Cheltenham* 
-As  the  meeting  of  the  three  dhoirs  of  Gloucester, 
Hereford,  imd  Worcesteir>  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows 
ahd  orphani^  of  the  clergy  of  those  diocesel^,  was  about 
to  ihke  place  at  the  latter  city ;  his  Majesty  expressed 
his  bu)linatlon  to  honout*  the  solemnity  with  his  pre** 
sehce.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  August,  the  day 
preceding  the  c^nnmencement,  the  whole  royal  party 
left  Chelteiiham  for  Worcester,  and,  having  accepted 
the  bishop's  invitation  to  take  up  their  abode  id  his 
palace,  they  arrived  there  about  eight  in  the  evening. 
On  this  occasion  all  the  houses  in  the  cdty  were  illumi- 
nated, and  many  were  decorated  with  emblematical 
devices,  manifesting  the  loyal  feelings  of  the  inhabitants. 
On  the  following  moming^  the  clergy  of  the  chapter  were 
in^dutied,  to  pay  thdr  respects  to  the  King  and  Queen^ 
when  the  bishop,  <m  behalf  of  himself  and  his  brethren, 
ddivered  an  addreito;  in  which  his  Majesty  wai^ 
thaidLed  for  the  regard  shewn  by  him  to  reUgion  and 
the  church.  Another  appropriate  address  wsi^  then 
delivered  to  the  Queen,  after  which  the  whole  rev^end 
body  had  the  honour  to  kiss  the  royal  hands.  At  teii 
o'clock  a  levee  waii  held  in  the  palace,  which  was 
attended  by  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. Lord  Coventry,  as  records  of  Worcester,  intro** 
ducedthe  mayor  and  corporataim  to  present  an  addresit; 
after  which  their  Majesties  proceeded  to  the  cathedral, 
where  a  temporary  throiie  had  been  erected  for  the 
royal  family.    When  they  wefe  seated,  the  i»obility« 
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clergy,  and  magistrates,  arranged  themselves  on  each 
side,  and  the  music  commenced ;  consisting  of  the 
Overtare  in  Esther,  the  Dettingen  Te  Denm,  the  Coro- 
nation Anthem,  and  some  select  portions  of  the  works 
of  Handel,  to  whose  music  the  King  was  much  at^ 
tached.  A  similar  ceremonial  and  entertainment  took 
place  the  next  day,  and  on  the  ensuing  morning  the 
King  honoured  the  coiporation  with  a*  visit  in 'the 
town-hall,  when  a  grand  procession  of  the  trades  with 
their  banners  led  the  way ;  the  maces  were  borne  by 
the  aldermen,  and  the  sword  of  state  by  the  mayor. 

After  viewing  the  pictures  and  other  curiosities  in 
the  hall,  the  royal  visitors  were  shewn  into  the  grand 
apartment,  where  an  elegant  collation  had  been  pre- 
pared. The  mayor  having  been  apprised  of  the 
abstemious  habits  of  the  King,  presented  a  jelly,  say- 
ing, that  he  hop^d  it  would  be  honouied  with  his 
Majesty's  gracious  acceptance.  The  King  replied, 
''I  do  not  recollect  ever  drinking  a  glass  of  wine 
before  dinner  in  my  life ;  but  upon  this  interesting  and 
pleasing  occasion,  I  will  venture.'^  The  mayor  then 
filled  a  glass  with  some  rich  old  Mountain,  when  his 
Majesty  immediately  dnoik — ^''Prosperity  and  hap- 
piness to  the  corporation  and  citizens  of  Worcester.^' 
This  being  made  known  to  the  populace,  produced 
universal  shouts  of  gratulation  and  applause  in  the 
hall,  the  avenues,  and  throughout  the  whole  town. 
The  King  then  addressed  himself  to  the  corporation, 
and  asked  them,  whether  there  was  any  thing  in  his 
power  that  he  could  do  for  them,  to  mark  his  sense  of 
their  loyalty  ?  The  Earl  of  Coventry,  for  the  whole 
foody,  answered,  that  they  begged  to  tender  their  most 
grateful  thanks  for  the  honour  which  hiii  Majesty  had 
done  their  city ;  but  that  they  had  nothing  further  to 
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wish  from  his  goodness^  than  that  he  would  favour 
them  by  sitting  for  bis  picture^  to  be  placed  in  their 
hall,  as  a  memorial  to  posterity  of  the  distinction  that 
had  been  conferred  upon  Worcester.  The  King  readily 
consented,  saying,  ''  Gentlemen,  I  grant  you  this,  or 
any  other  request  you  can  reasonably  make.'' 

The  Royal  Family  then  left  the  hall  for  the  cathe- 
dral, to  hear  the  Oratorio  of  the  Messiah ;  and,  on 
their  return  to  the  palace,  the  crowd  voluntarily  opened 
a  passage,  forming  an  orderly  phalanx  on  either  hand, 
without  suffering  any  intruder  to  break  in  upon  the 
line  of  procession.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  grand 
miscellaneous  concert  at  the  music-room,  where  an  ele- 
gant box  had  been  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the 
Royal  Family. 

During  the  meeting  at  Worcester,  the  concourse  of 
visitors  of  all  ranks  was  immense,  and  the  joy  of  the 
people  unbounded.  All  were  particularly  delighted 
with  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
who  regularly  attended  prayers  in  the  private  chapel 
every  morning,  when  the  service  was  performed  by  the 
bishop.  Besides  a  donation  of  two  hundred  pounds  to 
the  tharity,  their  Majesties  left  one  hundred  pounds 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor ;  in  addition  to  which  the 
King  gave  three  hundred  pounds  to  the  bishop,  for  the 
release  of  the  most  deserving  debtors  in  the  city  and 
county  prison. 

After  their  return  to  Cheltenham,  the  royal  tra- 
vellers paid  a  visit  to  Stroud,  celebrated  for  its  woollen 
manufacture ;  and  here  they  witnessed  the  same  loyal 
spirit  that  pervaded  every  place  which  they  honoured 
with  their  presence.  A  respectable  party  of  gentlemen 
bn  this  occasion  attended  their  Majesties,  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  conducting  them  through  this  extensive  district. 
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and  pointing  out  such  objects  as  were  most  particularly 
deserving  of  attention. 

The  time  had  now  arrived  for  their  departure  from 
Cheltenham ;  previous  to  which,  however,  they  made 
another  excursion  to  Gloucester,  where  they  were 
received  by  that  excellent  prelate  Bishop  Halifax,  for 
whom  the  King  had  a  particular  esteem.  His  Ma- 
jesty then  visited  the  dean,  and  expressed  a  desire  to 
see  his  study.  Accordingly  he  was  ushered  into  a 
small  room,  which  was  in  complete  confusion :  an  old 
wig  lying  on  one  table,  the  shaving  apparatus  on 
another,,  and  a  night-gown  thrown  over  a  chair.  The 
King,  however,  took  not  the  least  notice  of  the  con* 
fusion,  but  entered  into  a  desultory  conversation  with 
the  doctor,  who  observed  with  concern  that  there  was 
something  wrong  in  the  intellectual  faculty  of  his  illus- 
trious visitor. 

His  Majesty  frequently  wandered  from  the  subject 
which  he  had  started  himsdf,  and  he  also  displayed  a 
levity  in  his  manner  very  different  from  his  customary 
deportment.  He  had  heard  that  the  doctor's  second 
wife  had  been  his  housekeeper,  and  all  at  once,  while 
they  were  talking  about  the  bishop,  the  King  asked 
whether  he  was  married,  and  to  whom.  He  was 
answered  that  the  maiden  name  of  the  bishop's  lady 
was  Cooke;  on  which  he  quickly  rejoined,  '^  And  pray, 
Mr.  Dean,  who  did  you  marry  ?"  **  Please  your  Ma- 
jesty," answered  the  reverend  dignitary,  *'  I  married  a 
Cook  too." 

While  at  Worcester,  similar  symptoms  of  aberration 
of  mind  occurred,  which  could  not  fail  to  create  some 
uneasiness  in  those  who  were  immediately  about  the 
royal  person.  On  the  first  morning,  after  his  arrival  in 
that  city,  the  King  went  out,  as  usual,  plainly  dressed ; 
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but  when  he  came  to  the  bridge,  he  was  recognized,  and 
a  crowd  was  soon  collected.  Instead  of  being  alarmed 
or  displeased  by  their  gazing,  his  Majesty  tamed 
round,  and  said,  **  This,  I  suppose,  is  Worcester  new 
bridge  ?"  "  Yes,  please  your  Majesty,  it  is,"  exclaimed 
a  loyal  cobbler :  '*  Then,''  said  the  King, ''  my  boys,  let 
us  have  a  huzza  for  it !"  Upon  this,  suiting  the  action 
to  the  word,  he  took  off  his  hat,  and  shouted ;  in  which 
he  was  joined  by  the  .multitude,  who  continued  huzza* 
ing  him  all  the  way  to  the  palace. 

On  the  second  morning,  the  King  was  up,  and  walk- 
ing abroad  as  early  as  half  after  five.  He  went  first 
to  the  lodgings  of  his  equerries,  colonels  Digby  and 
Gwynne,  where  he  found  the  maid-senrant  cleaning 
the.  door.  On  inquiring  for  the  two  officers,  she  laid 
down  her  mop  and  pail,  to  ring  the  bell ;  but  the  King 
stopped  her,  and  desired  her  to  shew  him  where  the 
gentlemen  slept.  The  servant  obeyed,  and  his  Ma- 
jesty went  and  roused  them  himself,  after  which  he  set 
off  on  his  rounds.  The  colonels  leaped  out  of  their 
beds  in  as  much  surprise  as  if  an  enemy  had  come 
upon  them  in  camp. 

The  King  having  enjoyed  this  frolic,  then  walked 
off,  and  they  were  obliged  to  run  all  over  the  town  to 
find  him.  At  length  the  time  came  for  the  departure 
of  the  Royal  Family  from  Cheltenham,  the  waters  of 
which  well,  it  was  hoped  by  many,  had  answered  the 
end  of  the  visit.  On  the  13th  of  August  their  Majes- 
ties in  one  carriage,  and  the  princesses  in  another,  left 
the  town  about  eight  in  the  morning ;  a  vast  crowd  of 
nobility,  gentry,  and  common  people,  being  assembled, 
to  testify  their  respect  on  the  occasion.  They  went 
through  the  principal  street  very  slowly,  bowing  cour- 
teously to  the  multitude  as  they  passed  along,  and 
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sometimes  speaking  to  those  persons  whom  they  knew. 
At  half  after  one^  they  arrived  at  Nuneham,  the  seat  of 
the  earl  of  Harcoart^  where  they  dined ;  and  then  set 
out  for  Windsor,  which  place  they  reached,  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  the  people,  about  half-past  nine  the 
same  evening.  The  history  of  this  remarkable  excur- 
sion, it  was  deemed  necessary  to  give  in  the  present 
memoir,  as  bearing  a  near  relation  to  the  events  which 
followed  soon  after,  and  in  which  the  Duke  of  Tork 
was  particularly  concerned.  His  royal  highness  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  made 
an  excursion  to  Plymouth,  on  a  visit  to  their  brother 
Prince  William  Henry,  who  had  lately  arrived  from 
the  West  Indian  station. 
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CHAP.  HI. 


PROM   A.  D.  1788  TO  1791. 

A  MODERN  writer  of  no  ordinary  character  has  ob- 
served, that  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine,  or  to  parallel  in 
history,  a  period  of  more  perfect  serenity  than  that 
which  England  presented  in  the  autumn  of  1788.  The 
King,  accompanied  by  the  Qoeen,  and  surrounded^  by 
his  family,  after  having  tried  the  effects  of  a  relaxation 
from  public  business,  and  of  the  medicinal  waters  of 
Cheltenham,  had  returned  to  Windsor :  not,  indeed,  in 
a  state  of  vigorous  health,  but  by  no  means  in  any 
such  state  of  declining  indisposition,  as  to  cause  an 
alarm  among  his  subjects. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  as  usual,  passed  the  summer 
in  his  marine  pavilion  at  Brighthelmstone.  Mr.  Pitt, 
occupied  in  the  functions  of  his  station,  was  detained 
at  the  capital ;  while  Mr.  Fox,  whose  faculties  of 
body  and  mind  had  not  been  a  little  exercised  and 
exhausted  by  a  toilsome  attendance  in  Covent  Garden 
during  the  extreme  heats  of  August,  in  order  to  secure 
the  election  of  Lord  John  Townshend  for  the  city  of 
Westminster,  now  sought  some  necessary  repose  from 
the  hurry  of  political  life.  He  accordingly  quitted  Eng- 
land, and  repaired  to  Italy,  through  Switzerland,  as  a 
scene  calculated  to  amuse  and  entertain,  while  it  restored 
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and  invigorated  a  constitution  impaired  by  constant 
exertion. 

The  other  leaders  of  ministry  and  opposition^  having 
now  suspended  their  political  animosities,  were  dis- 
persed in  peaceful  inactivity  over  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  From  this  state  of  public  recreation 
and  festivity,  the  nation  was  rudely  and  suddenly 
roused,  by  the  reports  of  his  Majesty  being  attacked 
with  an  unexpected  and  dangerous  illness.  The  pre- 
cise nature  of  the  malady  was  for  several  days  un- 
ascertained, and  of  course  unexplained,  even  to  those 
persons  whose  residence  about  the  court  should  have 
enabled  them  to  obtain  early  and  authentic  informa- 
tion. MeanwhUe  common  fame  augmented  the  evil, 
and  the  death  of  the  sovereign  was  believed  to  have 
either  already  taken  place,  or  to  be  imminent  and 
inevitable. 

Time,  however,  gradually  unfolded  the  truth,  and 
changed  the  apprehensions  of  the  nation  in  regard  to 
the  real  situation  of  the  royal  patient.  His  disorder 
was  now  understood  to  be  an  affection  of  the  brain, 
which  produced  a  temporary  privation  of  reason.  As 
the  cause  of  this  alienation  of  the  mental  powers  was 
extraneous  and  violent,  a  hope  was  indulged  that  it 
would  only  be  of  short  duration ;  but  the  issue  was 
uncertain,  while  the  suspension  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment, and  of  every  function  attached  to  the  regal  dig- 
nity, was  immediate  and  indisputable.  A  species  of 
interregnum  in  fact  took  place ;  though  onaccompanied 
by  any  of  those  circumstances  which  usually  charac- 
terize that  state  of  anarchy. 

The  people,  anxious,  and  with  eyes  directed  towards 
their  sovereign,  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  confusion,  or 
tendency  to  civil  commotion.     Mr.  Pitt,  the  prime 
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minister,  continued  to  exercise,  with  the  tacit  consent 
of  the  kingdom,  the  powers  delegated  to  him  before 
the  indisposition  of  his  royal  master;  and  thus  the 
political  machine,  well  constructed  and  properly  orga- 
nized, sustained  no  derangement  or  injury  whatever 
from  this  shock,  except  the  inconrenience  insepa- 
rably connected  with  delay  in  the  transactions  or  ne- 
gociations  pending  with  foreign  courts. 

In  the  mean  time  the'  heir  to  the  monarchy  had 
quitted  Brighthelmstone  on  the  first  information  of 
his  father's  malady,  and  repaired  to  Windsor,  whither 
he  was  followed  in  all  haste  by  the  Duke  of  York.  On 
the  first  appearance  of  the  dreadful  complaint.  Sir 
George  Baker  was  sent  for,  but  after  prescribing  some 
remedies  which  proved  ineffectual,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  call  in  the  other  royal  physicians,  when 
various  consultations  were  held,  and  means  employed, 
for  near  a  month,  to  reduce  the  fever;  which,  however, 
rather  increased  than  abated* 

The  general  opinion  was,  that  the  regular  physician 
of  the  household,  in  reoommending  the  waters  of 
Cheltenham  as  likely  to  improve  his  Majesty's  health, 
had  been  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  quantity  directed  to 
be  drank.  Others  thought  that  his  Majesty  had  kept 
himself  on  too  low  a  diet  during  the  time  of  his  taking 
those  powerful  waters,  and  that  he  had  besides  exposed 
his  person  too  much  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather 
while  on  his  late  tour. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
complaint,  all  the  medical  attendants  agreed  in  dating 
it  from  the  time  of  the  King's  going  to  Cheltenham. 
One  eminent  practitioner,  and  a  resident  in  that  town, 
who  made  his  observations  with  an  experienced  eye, 
thought  it  his  duty,  while  his  Majesty  was  there,  to 
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call  upon  a  principal  person  about  the  King,  and  to 
deliver  his  judgment.  He  knew  the  nature  of  the 
waters  vrM,  and  said  the  physicians  would  certainly 
do  an  injury  to  the  King,  for  that  they  were  ignorant 
of  wiiat  they  were  about. 

Meanwhile  the  members  of  the  administration,  as  well 
as  the  chief  of  their  opponents,  then  in  the  kingdom, 
hurried  up  to  the  metropolis  in  a  state  of  great  agita- 
tion, and  every  moment  exhibited  couriers  on  the  Wind^^ 
sor  road,  passing  backwards  and  forwards  with  un- 
usual celerity.  An  express  was  also  despatched  to 
the  continent  for  the  purpose  of  finding  Mr.  Fox,  and 
to  hasten  his  return  to  England.  .  . 

During  the  night  of  the  ninth  of  November,  the 
King's  disorder  seemed  to  have  reached  a  crisis ;  and 
it  was  attended  with  such  an  excess  of  frenzy,  that  it 
was  confidently  believed  he  could  not  possibly  live 
many  hours.  Mr.  Pitt  was  then  at  Windsor,  where 
he  continued  all  that  night  and  most  part  of  the  next 
day,  which  gave  some  kind  of  ground  to  a  report  that 
his  Majesty  was  dead.  The  news  spread  rapidly 
throughout  the  capital,  and  dejection  and  melancholy 
appeared  depicted  on  every  face.  Providentially,  how* 
ever,  the  news  soon  received  a  decided  contradiction ; 
but  the  distress  of  the  public  mind  still  continued,  on 
finding  that  the  hopes  of  a  recovery  hung  upon  a  very 
slender  thread. 

What  served  to  render  the  situation  of  ministers 
peculiarly  difficult  under  this  calamity,  was  the  near 
termination  of  the  period  for  which  parliament  stood 
prorogued.  The  day  appointed  by  the  writ  for  the 
meeting  of  the  two  houses  was  the  thirtieth  of  Novem- 
ber ;  but  it  bad  not  been  intended  that  they .  should 
assemble  tiU  the  month  of  January.    The  susp^ision 
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of  fhe  roy^  f«nctioB8  gave  them  no  alitom^tiTe.  Cir-^ 
eolat  letterB  were  theretore  iint  to  the  members  of  the 
l^gislatiire  on  the  fourteenth,  gjgnifyiiig  to  tbem>  that 
the  indilpoBitioii  of  the  sovereiga  ireudei^d  it  doubtfoi 
whether  there  would  be  a  pod^tiwUt;  of  receiving  liia 
commands  for  ih6  farther  prorogation  of  parliament. 
In  this  case  the  ti^o  houses  must  assemble,  and  the 
attendanoo  of  the  different  members  wjos  eataeatly 
requested. 

Parliament  being  met,  the  chancellor  observed  in  the 
house  cf  lords,  Hiat  the  reason  of  their* being  thns 
fanui^uaHy  called  together,  withont  the  ordauiary  notice, 
for  the  despatch  of  business,  arose  £com  the  seyerity  of 
the  l^g's  indisposition,  which  rendered  it  impossible 
for  him  to  approach  the  royal  person  in  order  to 
teceiye  his  coinmands.  Lord  Camden  then  remarked, 
that  1iie  cBStomary  practice  of  giving  forty  days'  notice 
previously  to  the  meeting  of  parliament,,  was  not,  ip 
Ids  opinion,  absolntely  liecessary.  There  was,  he  said; 
kik  esrpress  statute  whicli  limited  the  notice,  in  case 
of  treason  or  rebdlion,  to  fourteen  days ;  he,  therefore, 
teooramended  an  adjoiiriiment  for  that  term;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  moved-  that  the  chancellor,  by  order 
of  thie  house,  shoiild  address  an  official  letter  to  every 
individual  peeil 

In  the  lower  house,  Mr.  Pitt  opened  the  subject  of 
the  meeting  concisely,  but  with  great  feelfiig.  He  theU 
said,  tiiat  every  authority  had  been  consulted  respect- 
ing the  bourse  to  be  pursued  in  the  present  exigency ; 
tat  that  none  of  thcin  pointed  out  either  the  possibility 
of  directing  a  new  prbrbgailoo,  or  the  means  of  enabling^ 
ministeTs  to  open  the  slsssion  of  parliament  in  a  reg;ular 
manner.  Under  lliese  circ«mdtancei^,  theietottb,  he 
secbmn^eaded  an  a^jonmmont  for  a  fortnighi; 
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propo8ilfk>n.  vraa  .Mceired  in  deep  sflende  by  tii^  ojppfi^ 
site  ^^ide  of  the  iHinse^  and  absented  to  ^  all  m  mute 
aequksoeiiDe.    Tke  freai  leader  of  the  {dialaiuc  had 
not. yet. arrived;  and . cOBseqpMntljr  tiitie  wae:  waatod 
to  adjust  and  detennine  on  the  |danof  actioa.tD  ha 
i(do}>tad .  lUMkr  iarcsiiiUnw<;ea  so  •extremely  delioate^ 
aaid  ^hoVy^'OhpotcedeBtoL 

.  .&ttae9iterva|l  y(Mcb  todk  pIaoe»  the  attiotod  ma- 
teanoh  was  reBorodfrom  Windaar  to  Ketr,  wUtteff  be 
•ras  wscoaipaaied  J)y:.tte  Ouke  of^.Tork^.i^diile  the 
ihfiiiee  of  MTateatetimed  tb.  CstfhahL  ttaaaa.    it  ia 
iaM  that  the.  King  had  ^i  Strang  iMreaeatiiaent  of  his 
growwig  "mahidy  some  time  bdbre  «t  tame.oa.    About 
a  veek  proneti8.to.fcB.bang  tahoa  iH,  f^StiA  a.  (Mhrate 
ooaceiit,  bm  waht.ap  to  9r.  jA^jnatan^^.thaiBAdc;^  of  the 
faaad^  andJaying/  ids  hand  ^^nudonfly.i^  Vhe  :4octiyifa 
ahbttlder,  said,  ^^  I  -ftwv  «d^  i  shaU  «et  .te  «blB  iong.ia 
hear  masic*;  'feriitaa  afcoto  ttiy  head,  thhtit  is  mlh 
aeaae  ^iiundty  1  ban  oadlnea  iL'/    Than  tiitaing  loiiiid* 
be  soCOy  cjaoidated— ''  Aias !  <he  bast  of  «8  ane  bat 
fM)  aiortals.^f  .  ...        ..... 

,  Vha  pfogamrtic  ams  toa  iMoai  filiated^  apd  «t  ia 
paiKfdl  to  .reovrd  *iHi«t  foHptned.  Wliile  Ike  .uaiaaB 
at  large  #as>iiaBirrged  jn.  aorachr  M.  dia  ttel^nofa^ 
Dmimton  of  4iie  se^vateiga^  Hm  pajiy  via  ;op|KNBtiaD 
tvtia  moat^ai^ely  «niflayefl  in.^arirya^g  ab  iKtrignaii 
lor  the  po/MMsiaa  of  paa^.bid  plaoe.  Tbe  prttesgad 
agiiat  ta  tUa  aoaaUdota.basilifiM  w^  t^ .jidlitiQs} 
halfe4!lh^  BM^aDd  ^heridati,  ivlio  wiiwtemteiy  had 
gaiitad  too^maMh. onfloenca. aft<)|arlMiii fiaas^* .aa  9|h 
]^eani  irom^die  fiolletwing  letteiv  addreand  totbeyria»ai 
aithiaaw^fifljMctave:-r 

<  ^*  8lr,-^Fn>]ti  die  qitdHgpaaob  df  t^Mlay^  ^e  Aia  led 
to  think  that  Pitt  <wiil  imdLe  aafeiiathiiig.  more  gC  « 
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speech,  in  moving  to  adjourn  on  Thursday,  than  was 
at  first  imagined.  In  this  case  we  presume  your 
royal  highness  will  be  of  opinion,  that  we  must  not 
be  wh<^y  silent.  I  possessed  Payne  yesterday  with 
my  sentiments  on  the  lii^  of  conduct  which  appeared 
U>  me  best  to  be  adopted  <m  this  occasion,  that  they 
might  be  submitted  to  your  royal  highnesses  consi- 
deration ;  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  my  firm 
conyiction,  that  it  will  greatly  advance  your ,  royal 
highness's  credit,  and,  in  case  of  events,  lay  the 
strongest  grounds  to  baffle  every  attempt  at  opposition 
to  your  royal  highness's  just  claims  and  right,  that 
the  language  of  those  who  may  be,  in  any  sort,  sus- 
pected of  knowing  your  royal  hig^ess's  wishes  and 
feelings,  should  be  that  of  great  moderation  in  dis- 
claiming all  party  views,  and  avowing  the  utmost 
readiness  to  aquiesce  in  any  reasonable  delay.  At  the 
same  time,  I  am  perfectly  aware  oT  the  arts  which  will 
be  practised,  and  the  advantages  which  some  people 
will  attempt  to  gain  by  time :  but  I  am  equally  con- 
vinced, that  we  should  advance  their  evil  views,  by 
shewing  the  least  impatience  or  suspicion  at  present ; 
and  I  am  also  convinced,  that  a  third  party  will  soon 
appear,  whose  efforts  may,  in  the  most  decisive 
manner,  prevent  this  sort  of  situation  and  proceeding 
from  ^continuing  long.  Payne  wlQ  probably  have 
submitted  to  your  royal  highness  more  fully  my  idea 
<m  tins  subject,  towards  which  I  have  already  taken 
some  successful  steps.  Your  royal  highness  will,  I 
am  sure,  have  the  goodness  to  pardon  the  freedom 
with  which  I  give  my  opinion  :^afler  which  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  whatever  your  royal  highness's 
judgment  decides,  shall  be  the  pride  of  my  conduct, 
and  will  undoubtedly  be  so  to  others." 
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Captain  John  WiUett  Payne,  of  whom  mention  is 
made  in  this  letter,  was  .a  meritorious  officer  in  the 
royal  navy,  and  afterwards  an  admiral.  He  at  this 
time  held  the  situation  of  comptroller  of  the  house- 
hold, on  the  establishment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
was  in  attendance  upon  his  royal  highness,  during  the 
eariy  part  of  the  King's  illness,  at  Windsor.  That 
even  then,  the  party,  with  whom  he  was  connected, 
were  on  the  alert  to  profit  by  the  dreadful  blow  which 
had  fallen  upon  the  monarch  and  the  nation,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Sheridan  furnishes  a  proof: — 

*' I  arrived  here  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
after  Pitt  had  left  it.  I  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  the  Prince  has  just  written  to  the  chancellor, 
and  sent  by  express,  which  will  give  you.  the  outline 
of  the  conversation  with  the  Prince,  as  well  as  the 
situation  of  the  King's  health.  I  think  it  an  advisable 
measure,  as  it  is  a  sword  that  cuts  both  ways,  with- 
out being  unfit  to  be  shewn  to  whom  he  pleases,  but 
which,  he  will,  I  think,, understand  best  himself.  Pitt 
desired  the  longest  delay  that  could  be  granted  with 
propriety,  previous  to  the  declaration  of  the  present 
calamity.  The  Duke  of  York,  who  is  looking  over 
me,  and  is  just  come  out  of  the  King's  room,  bids  me 
add  that  his  Majesty's  situation  is  every  moment  be- 
coming worse.  His  pulse  is  weaker  and  weaker ;  and 
the  doctors  say  it  is  impossible  to  survive  it  long,  if 
h|s  situation  does  not^take  some  extraordinary  change 
in  a  few  hours. 

**  So  far  had  I  got  when  your  servant  came,  meaning 
to  send  this  by  the  express  that  carried  the  chanceUor*s 
letter;  in  addition  to  which,  the  Prince  has  desired 
Doctor  Warren  to  write  an  account  to  him,  which  he 
is  BOW  doing.    His  letter  says,  if  an  amendment  does 
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not  Uke  piMe  te  ttee»ly*faut  haavs,  it  ii  nipo»3ible 
for  tlie  'King^  to  anppoirt  it:-i^4w  ^adds  to  me,^e  wfll 
answer  for  hi&  never  livifig  to  be  dedared  a  Inaatia 
I  say  aH  Hub  to  yon  i&  coiiiideiice/;(thongli  I  mil  mot 
answer  for  being  int^igiMe,)  as  it  goes  by  yonr  owa 
servant ;  )^ut  I  need  not.add>  yonr  cmn  discreticn  vrM 
remind  y«^  bow  neoe^i^ary  it  is  that  neitlier  wf  aama 
ncor  tbose  I  nse^  should  be  quoted  e^ea  to  many  of  otrr 
best  friends,  wbMe  repetition,  xdtbont  any  iH  intea«^ 
tiMi,  might  frnstnvte  Ibe  views  tbey  4o  «iot  see*    - 

"^  Widi  redpect  to  Hie  papei«,  itbe  Prince  Ibinks  you 
ImA  better  leave  tbem  to  thems^ves,  as  be  camnot 
antfaori2»  any  report^  nor  can  he  contradict  the  worst: 
H lew taoans must, every  iadivklaal  says/teruMUtteoiM 
suspense,  lidd  tjierefore  all  precaution  must  be  need** 
fesssc  hdLWeirdr;  do  ^what  you  thinic  best  His  royal 
highiie^  would  write  to  you  bims^;  4tait  the  agita- 
tion he  is  in  wfll  itot  permit  it.  Sitfc^  this  leOcfr  waa» 
h^guli,  mi-  ttrticulatioli  <even  seems  to  be  at  an  end  with 
the  poor  King ;  but  for  the  two  hours  preceding,  he 
Was'  in  a  most  detertnined  iirency.  Ift  short,  I  am 
fnyl^lf  iin  s6  violent  a  state  of  agitation,  fitom  partici* 
pating  in  the  ffeeliugs  of  those  about  die,  that  If  I  am 
InteHigibl^  to  you.  His  more  than  I  am  to  mjrself. 

^*  Cataplasms  are  dn  liis  Majesty's  feet,  and  strong 
ibmentaiiotts  4mye  been*  ui^ed  Without  effect ;  but  let 
me  quit  so  pai^fhl  a  subject  'ThePrince  was  much 
pleased  with  my  conversation  with  Lord  Lough- 
borough, to  whom  I  do  not  write,  as  I  conceive  'tis 
the  sam^  ^writing  to  y6u« 

^  The  archbishop  has  written  a  very  handsome  let- 
ter, eirpreasive  of  bis -duty  and  offer  of  senrfce ;  but  he 
Is  not  required  to  come  down,  it  being  thought  too 
late. 
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*'I  haTe  been  m«cb  plcMed  with  tb^Poke'^  «ee)^ 
mce  my  relum,  ^especially  m  this,  conunimioatioii  tQ 
you." 

.  In  another  letter  the  writ^  aays»-^''  The  King,  last 
liight  about  twelve  o'clock,  beiag  then  in  a  wtnation 
he.  would  not  long  have  iurvived,  by  the  efl^t  oC 
James's  powder,  bad  a  profuse  stool,  after  which  a 
strong  perspiiation  a]H>eared,  and  he  fell  into  a  pro^ 
fonnd  sleep.  We  were  in  hopes  this  was  the  crisis  of 
his  disorder,  althongh  the  doctors  w^re  fearful  it  was 
so  only  Mritb  respect  to  one  part  cf  his  disorder. 
However,  these  hopes  continlied  not  above  an  honr» 
when  he  awoke,  with  a  wdl^conditioned  skin,  no  extras 
ordinary  degree  of  fevc^r,  but  with  the  exact  state  be 
was  in  before,  wiih  all  the  gestures  and  raving  of  the 
most  confirmed  maniac,  and  a  new  noises  in  imitatioii 
of  the  howling  of  a  diog ;  in  tins  aituation  be  was  thia 
morning  at  one  o'clock,  when  we  came  to  bed.  The 
Duke  of  York,  who  has  been  twice  in  my  room  in  tb^ 
conrse  of  the  night,  immediately  from  the  King-s 
apartment,  says,  there  has  not  been  pne  moment  of 
hicid  interval  during  the  whole  night,  which,  I  mus| 
dbserve  to  yon,  is  the  concttrring  as  well  as  fatal  te^^ 
timony  of  all  about  hiip,  from  the  first  moment  of  bia 
Majesty's  confinement*  -The  doctors  have  since  had 
their  consultation,  and  find  his  M^^ty  calmer,  sa^ 
his  pulse  tolerably  good  and  much  reduced,  but  tb^ 
most  decided  symptoms  of  insanity.  His  theme  has 
been  all  this  day  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  of  bis 
being  inspired,  from  which  his  physicians  draw  the 
w<v«t  «on9eqnenipes,  ap  to  any  hopes  of  amendment. 
In  this  situation  his  Hiyesty  remains  at  the  present 
momwty  wWcb  I  give  yw  at  Imigth,  to  pfevent  your 
givmg  credit  to  the  thousand  ridicu^qu^  reports  tl)^ 
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we  hear^  even  upon  the  spot.    Truth  is  not  easily  got  * 
at  in  palaces,  and  so  I  find  here ;   and  time  only  - 
slowly  brings  it  to  one's  knowledge.    One  hears  a 
little  bit  every  day  from  somebody,  that  has  been  re- 
served  with  great  costiveness,  or  purposely  forgotten ; 
and  by  all  such  accounts  I  find  that  the  present  dis- 
temper has  been  very  palpable  for  some  time  past, 
previous  to  any  confinement  from  sickness;  and  so  ap- 
prehensive have  the  people  about  him  been  of  giving 
offence  by  interruption,  that  the  two  days  (viz.  yester- 
day se'nnight,  and  the  Monday  following,)  that  he  was 
five  hours  each  on  horseback,  he  was  in  a  confirmed 
frenzy.  On  the  Monday  at  his  return,  he  burst  into  tears 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  said, '  He  wished  to  God  he 
might  die,  for  he  was  going  to  be  mad :"  and  the  Queen^ 
who  sent  to  Dr.  Warren,  on  his  arrival  privately  com- 
municated  her  knowledge  of  his  situation  for  some  time 
past,  and  the  melancholy  event  as  it  stood  exposed. 
I  am  prolix  upon  all  these  different  reports,  that  you 
may  be  completely  master  of  the  subject  as  it  stands, 
and  which  I  shall  continue  to  advertise  you  of  in  all 
its  variations.    Warren,  who  is  the  living  principle  in 
this  business,  (for  poor  Baker  is  half  crazed  himself,)  . 
*  and  who  I  see  every  half  hour,  is  extremely  attentive 
to  the  King's  disorder.    The  various  fluctuations  of 
his  ravings,  as  well  as  general  situation  of  his  health, 
are  accurately  written  down  throughout  the  day,  and 
this  we  have  got  signed  by  the  physicians  every  day, 
and  all  proper  inquiry  invited ;  for  I  think  it  necessary 
to  do  every  thing  that  may  prevent  their  making  use 
hereafter  of  any  thing  like  jealousy,  suspicion,  or  mys- 
tery, to  create  public  distrust ;  and  therefore  the  best 
and  most  unequivocal  means  of  satisfaction  shall  be 
always  attended  to. 
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^'  So  far  I  had  proceeded,  when  I  was,  oh  some 
basiness  of  impoxtmice,  obliged  to  break  off  till  now ; 
and  on  my  return,  found  your  letter:  I  need  not,  I 
hope,  say  your  confidence  is  as  safe  as  if  it  was 
returned  to  your  own  mind,  and  your  advice  will 
always  be  thankfully  adopted.  The  event  we '  looked 
Sot  last  night  is  postponed,  perhaps  for  a  short  time, 
so  that  at  least  we  shall  have  time  to  consider  more 
maturely.  The  doctors  told  Pitt  they  would  beg  not 
to  be  bbliged  to  make  their  declaration  for  a  fortnight, 
as  to  the  incurability  of  the  King's  mind ;  and  not  to 
be  surprised,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  they 
should  ask  more  time;  but  that  they  were  perfectly 
ready  to  declare  now,  for  the  furtherance  of  public 
business,  that  he  is  now  insane ;  that  it  appears  to  be 
unconnected  with  any  other  disease  of  his^  body>  and 
that  they  have  tried  all  their  skill  without  effect,  aiid 
that '  to  the  disease  they  at  present  see  no  end  in  their 
contemplation  :' — these  are  their  own  words,  which  is 
all  that  can  be  implied  in  an  absolute  declaration, — for 
infallibility  cannot  be  ascribed  to  them. 

''Should  not  something  be  done  abeut  the  public 
amusements  ?  If  it  was  represented  to  Pitt,  it  might 
embarrass  them  either  way :  particularly  as  it  might 
call  for  a  public  account  every  day.  I  think  the  chan- 
cellor might  take  a  good  opportunity  to  break  with  his 
colleagues,  if  they  propose  restriction :  the  law  autho- 
rity would  have  great  weight  with  us,  as  well  as  pre- 
venting even  a  design  of  moving  the  city: — ^at  all 
events,  I  think  parliament  would  not  confirm  their 
opinion.  If  Pitt  stirs  much,  I  thmk  any  attempt  to 
grasp  at  power  might  be  fatal  to  his  interest ;  at  least, 
well  turned  against  it." 

It  is  clear  from  this  correspondence,  that  the  party, 

o 
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instead  of  waiting  a  decent  time  for  the  result  of  this 
severe  visitation,  and  suspending  proceedings  till  thd 
meeting  of  parliament,  were  extremely  active,  at  the 
very  commencement  of  the  royal  disorder,  in  labouring 
to  distract  the  measures  of  government,  with  the  sole 
liim  of  grasping  at  power.  To  attain  this  object, 
Sheridan  formed  a  plan,  as  he  thought  most  happily, 
of  drawing  the  chancellor  away  from  his  colleagues. 
That  Lord  Thurlow  listened  to  the  proposals,  cannot 
well  be  doubted ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
that  in  doing  so  he  only  meant  to  baffle  the  intrigues, 
and  to  turn  the  tables  upon  the  faction  by  making  him« 
self  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  projects. 

In  the  midst  of  these  transactions,  Mr.  Fox  arrived, 
after  a  journey  which  be  performed  with  incredible 
expedition,  from  Bologna,  and  immediately  assumed 
his  pre-eminence  in  the  counsels  of  his  party.  Upon 
this  occasion.  Captain  Payne  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Sheridan : — 

**  I  am  this  moment  returned  with  ^the  Prince  from 
riding,  and  heard,  with  great  pleasure,  of  Charles  Fox's 
arrival :  on  which  account  he  says  I  must  go  to  town 
to-morrow,  when  I  hope  to  meet  you  at  his  house  some 
time  before  dinner.  The  Prince  is  to  see  the  chan-> 
cellor  to-morrow,  and  therefore  he  wishes  I  should  be 
able  to  carry  to  town  the  result  of  this  interview,  or  I 
would  set  off  immediately.  Due  deference  is  had  to 
our  former  opinion  upon  this  subject,  and  no  court- 
ship will  be  practised ;  for  the  chief  object  in  this  visit 
is  to  shew  him  the  King,  who  lias  been  worse  the  two 
last  days  than  ever :  this  morning  he  made  an  effort  to 
jump  out  of  the  window,  and  he  is  now  very  turbulent 
and  incoherent.  Sir  George  Baker  went  yesterday  to 
give  Pitt  a  little  specimen  of  his  loquacity,  in  his 
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diflcovery  of  some  material  state-secrets ;  at  which  he 
looked  astonished.  The  physicians  wish  him  to  be  re- 
moved to  Kew ;  on  which  we  sh^U  proceed  as  we  set- 
tled. Have  you  heard  any  thing  of  the  foreign  minis- 
ters»  respecting  what  the  Prince  said  at  Bagshot  ?  The 
Frenchman  has  been  here  two  days  mnning,  but  has 
not  seen  the  Prince.  He  sat  with  me  half  an  hour 
^his  morning,  and  seemed  much  disposed  to  confer  i^ 
little  closely.  He  was  all  admiration  and  friendship 
for  the  Prince,  and  said  he  vras  sure  every  body  wpuld 
unite  to  give  vigour  to  his  government. 

'* To-morrow  you  shall  hear  particulars;  in  the 
mean  time  I  can  only  add,  I  have  none  of  the  appre- 
hensions contained  in  Lord  Loughborough's  letter. 
I  have  had  correspondence  enough  myself  on  this 
subject  to  convince  me  of  the  impossibility  of  the 
ministry  managing  the  present  parliament  by  any 
contrivance  hostile  to  the  Prince." 

Fox  had  too  much  discernment  not  to  perceive  that 
the  scheme  laid  before  his  return^  was  calculated  to 
embarrass,  rather  than  to  further,  the  views  of  his 
political  friends.  He  suspected  that  the  chancellor 
would  be  too  deep  for  them,  and  Lord  Loughborougli 
was  so  weU  convinced  of  the  fact,  that  he  wrote  as 
ioUows  to  Sheridan  on  the  subject : — 

''I  was  afraid  to  pursue  the  conversation  on  the 
circumstance  of  the  inspection  committed  to  the  chan- 
cellor, lest  the  reflections  that  arise  upon  it  might 
have  made  too  strong  an  impresnon  on  some  of  our 
ndghbours  last  night.  It  does  indeed  appear  to  me 
full  of  mischief,  and  of  that  sort  most  l|kely  tp  affect 
the  apprehensions  of  our  best  friends,  and  to  increase 
their  reluctance  to  take  any  active  part. 

'*  The  chancellor's  object  evidently  is  to  make  his 
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way  by  himself^  and  he  has  managed  hitherto  as  one 
very  well  practised  in  that  game.  His  conversations, 
both  with  you  and  Mr.  Fox,  were  encouraging,  but  at 
the  same  time  checked  all  explanations  on  his  part, 
under  a  pretence  of  delicacy  towards  his  colleagues. 
When  he  let  them  go  to  SalthiU,  and  contrived  to  dine 
at  Windsor,  he  certainly  took  a  step  that  most  men 
would  have  felt  not  very  delicate  in  its  appearance ; 
and,  unless  there  was  some  privifete  understanding 
between  him  and  them,  not  altogether  fair,  especially 
if  you  add  to  it  the  sort  of  conversation  he  held  with 
regard  to  them.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
di£Bculties  of  managing  the  patient,  have  been  excited 
or  improved  to  lead  to  the  proposal  of  his  inspection, 
(without  the  Prince  being  conscious  of  it ;)  for  by  that 
situation  he  gains  an  easy  and  frequent  access  to  him, 
and  an  opportunity  of  possessing  the  confidence  of  the 
Queen.  I  believe  this  the  more,  from  the  account  of 
the  tenderness  he  shewed  at  his  first  interview;  for, 
I  am  sure,  it  is  not  in  his  character  to  feel  any.  With 
a  little  instruction  from  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  sort  of 
management  that  was  carried  on  by  means  of  the 
Princess  Dowager,  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign,  may 
easily  be  practised.  In  short,  I  Hhink  he  will  try  to 
find  the  key  of  the  back  stairs,  and,  with  that  in  his 
pocket,  take  any  situation  that  preserves  his  access, 
and  enables  him  to  hold  a  line  between  difierent 
parties.  In  the  present  moment,  however,  he  has 
taken  a  position  that  puts  the  command  of  the  house 
of  lords  in  his  hands.  I  wish  .Mr.  Fox  and  yon 
would  give  these  considerations  what  weight  you 
think  they  deserve,  and  try  if  any  means  can  be  taken 
to  remedy  this  mischief,  if  it  appears  in  the  same  light 
to  you." 
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It  is  said  that  on  one  occasion^  when  Lord  Thur- 
low  bad  a  private  interview  with  the  Prince^  he  at 
partmg  carried  away  the  hat  of  his  royal  highness 
instead  of  his  own,  and  that  the  circumstance  pro- 
duced considerable  merriment  among  his  associates, 
who  from  thence  became  acquainted  with  the  secret 
negodation  which  the  chancellor  was  carrying  on  to 
secure  the  favour  of  the  rising  sun.  One  thing,  how* 
ever,  which  has  confounded  the  sagacity  of  those  his- 
torians who  have  professed  to  be  most  intimately 
mformed  on  this  subject,  is  the  rupture  of  the  sup- 
posed treaty  just  at  the  critical  moment  when,  accord- 
ing to  them,  it  was  definitively  settled. 

Here  conjecture  has  been  called  in  to  supply  the 
place  of  evidence;  and  while  some  have  supposed 
that  Thtirlow,  foreseeing  a  probaJ>ility  of  the  King's 
recovery,  retreated  quickly  from  the  precipice  on  which 
he  stood,  others  imagine  that  he  was  overreached  by 
Loughborough,  whose  views  were  bent  upon  the  Great 
Seal,  in  which  he  was  supported  by  Fox,  who  had  ^a 
mortal  aversion  to  the  chancellor.  The  first  of  these 
surmises  is  palpably  ridiculous ;  for  at  the  period  in 
question,  the  situation  of  the  King  presented  no  chance 
of  a  recovery;  and  the  second  is  negatived  by  the 
fact  that  Loughborough  had  so  far  consented  to  the 
plan  proposed,  as  to  accept  the  office  of  president  of 
the  council,  instead  of  the  chancellorship.  That  Thur- 
low  received  the  overtures  of  a  union  with  these  ca- 
ballers,  is  put  beyond  doubt ;  but  it  is  no  less  clear, 
from  the  written  evidence  produced,  that  he  never 
committed  himself^  during  the  negociation,  so  {blt  as 
to  give  any  pledge  of  his  assent.  In  truth,  he  heard 
all,  and  said  nothing  that  could  implicate  him  in  any 
case ;  for  neither  did  his  friends  recede  from  him  on 
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this  acconat^  nor  did  his  adversaries  dare  to  reproach 
hihi  for  his  tergiversaticMi.  Tiiis  the  latter  would 
have  done,  beyond  all  question^  had  they  possessed 
substantial  proofs  of  the  chancellor's  treachery  and 
double  dealing.  Instead^  however,  of  attadiing  him 
for  the  part  he  had  acted  in  this  affair,  they  all  re- 
mained silent,  even  when  he  poured  out  the  thunder  of 
his  eloquence  in  denunciations  against  those  courtiers 
who  had  deserted  their  master  in  his  utmost  need. 

While  the  party  in  opposition,  who  by  way  of  dis- 
tinction called  themselves  the  Prince's  Friends,  were 
tiius  exerting  themselves  to  supplant  the  King's 
ministers,  the  latter  were  aware  that  the  public  inte^ 
rests  required  such  an  establishment  as  should,  in  the 
event  of  the  royal  recovery,  be  attended  with  as  few 
changes  as  possible.  -  In  deliberating  upon  the  course 
to  be  pursued,  they  discovered  three  modea  of  pro- 
ceeding that  might  be  adopted,  and  as  many  forms  of 
executive  government  employed  for  the  present  pur- 
]^se.  When  the  first  two  kings  of  the  reigning  family 
Went  occasionally  to  visit  their  electoral  dominions, 
they  usually  appointed  a  council  of  regency,  consist- 
ing of  the  principal  members  of  the  administration* 
Parliament,  therefore,  might  now  be  either  called  upon 
to  nominate  a  similar  council,  or  constitute  the  Prince  of 
Wales  regent,  with  the  assistance  of  such  a  cabinet ; 
or  they  might  appoint  him  sole  regent,  with  such  limi- 
tations and  restrictions  as  should  be  found  proper  to 
sux>ersede  any  irregularities  and  innovations.  Of  these 
three  schemes,  the  two  first  were  rejected  as  unten- 
able ;  and  the  most  obvious  objection  to  the  last  was 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  English  government  in  being 
a  limited  monarchy.  After  much  inquiry  and  consul- 
tation, therefore,  it  was  resolved  to  leave  to  parlia- 
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aient  the  task  of  examining  precedents^  and  providing 
a  remedy. 

Accordingly,  at  the  re-assembling  of  the  two  hoosesv 
on  the  fourth  of  December,  a  report  of  the  board  of 
privy  council,  containing  an  examination  of  Ihe  phy- 
sicians, was  presented  by  Lord  Camden  to  the  peers, 
and  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  commons.  It  was  dien  suggested, 
that,  when  the  delicacy  of  the  subject,  and  the  dignity 
of  the  peifscmage  in  question,  were  considered,  parlia-^ 
ment  )^ould  probably  perceive  the  propriety  of  acting 
^on  the  report,  rather  than  of  demanding  more  direct 
and  ample  information.  Upon  this,  some  of  the  expo- 
sition members  expressed  their  doubts  whether  parlia- 
ment could,  consistently  with  its  privil^ies,  dispense 
with  particular  evidence.  Bespect  was  paid  to  these 
doubts^  and,  on  the  eighth,  it  was  resolved  that  each 
house  should  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  and  re- 
port the  sentiments  of  the  royal  physicians.  The 
report  of  the  house  of  commons  was  brought  up  on  the 
^tb,  when  a  farther  proposition  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Pitt  for  the  appointment  .of  another  committee,  to 
examine  and  report  precedents  of  cases,  in  which  the 
personal  exercise  of  the  royal  authority  had  been  pre«> 
vented,  or  interrupted,  by  infancy,  sickness,  infirmity, 
or  otherwise,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  the  sanie. 
^  Immediately  upon  this  motion,  Mr.  Fox  rose,  and 
boldly  laid  claim  to  the  vacant  sceptre  in  the  name 
and  on  bdialf  of  the  heir  apparent,  as  devidving  to 
him  of  the  nature  of  a  petsonal  right.  He  said,  that 
the  circumstances  to  be  provided  for  did  not  depend 
np<m  their  deliberations  as  .a  house  of  parliament,  but 
lested  elsewhere.  There  was  then  a  person  in  the 
kingdom,  diierent  from  any  other  person  that  any 
existing  precedents  could  refer  to — a  heir  apparent,  of 
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full  age  and  capacity  to  exercise  the  royal  power. 
It  behoved  them,  therefore,  to  waste  not  a  moment 
unnecessarily,  but  to  proceed,  with  aU  becoming  speed 
and  diligence,  to  restore  the  sovereign  power,  and  the 
exercise  of  the  royal  authority.  From  what  he  had 
read  of  history,  from  the  ideas  he  had  formed  of  the 
law,  and,  what  was  still  more  precious,  of  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution ;  from  every  reasoning  and  analogy 
drawn  from  those  sources,  he  declared  that  he  had  not 
in  his  mind  a  doubt,  and  he  should  think  himself 
culpable  if  he  did  not  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
declaring  it,  that,  in  the  present  condition  of  his 
Majesty,  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  had 
as  clear  and  as  express  a  right  to  exercise  the  power, 
of  sovereignty,  during  the  continuance  of  the  illness 
and  incapacity  with  which  it  had  pleased  God  to 
alHict  his  Majesty,  as  in  the  case  of  the  natural  demise 
of  the  King. 

Mr.  Fox,  perceiving  a  general  expression  of  surprise 
on  all  sides  of  the  house  at  this  hardy  assertion, 
endeavoured  to  qualify  it,  by  saying — he  did  not  mean 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  could  enter  upon  this  exer^ 
cise  at  his  own  pleasure,  or  that  be  was  entitled  to 
judge  of  the  circumstances  which  caused  it  to  be 
requisite.  His  right  was  perfect  and  entire,  but  the 
two  houses  of  parliament,  as  the  organs  of  the  nation, 
were  alone  qualified  to  pronounce  when  he  ought  to 
enter  into,  possession  of  the  power.  He  eulogized  the 
Prince  of  Wales  for  not  bringing  forward  his  claim 
himself,  and  for  choosing  to  wait  with  patient  defer^ 
ence  the  decision  of  parliament;  which  forbearance 
and  moderation  (the  orator  observed)  were  to  be 
imputed  to  his  having  been  bred  in  the  principles  that 
had  placed  his  family  on  the  throne,  and  his  known 
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teneratioii  for  those  principles  as  the  fundaineiitals 
of  onr  constitatioii.  Mr.  Fox  conclnded  by  saying— 
that,  yfriih  respect  to  precedents,  there  wei^  noto- 
riously none  which  appUed  to  the  present  instance; 
and  that,  therefore,  no  adequate  reason  could  be 
aUeged  for  the  proposed  delay. 

It  was  noticed,  during  the  deliyering  of  this  speech, 
Aat  the  countenance  of  the  minister  assumed  a  more 
than  ordinary  animation ;   and  scarcely  had  Mr.  Fox 
uttered  the  bold  declaration  respecting  the  natural 
right  of  the  Prince  to  assume  the  sovereignty,  than 
he  clapped  his  hand  exultingly  upon  his  thigh,  and, 
taming  to  the  person  who  sat  next  him,  said,  "  Now 
will  I  un-whig  the  gentleman  for  the  rest  of  his  life." 
Pitt  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  never  did  that  great 
man  display  more  skill  in  political  tactics  than  upon 
this  occasion.     In  the  character  of  iirst  minister  of 
the  crown,    he  had  frequently  been  considered  the 
detennined  advocate  of  prerogative ;  but  now  he  per- 
ceived an  opening  to  clear  himself  from  that  stigma, 
and  to  turn  the  tables  upon  his  powerful  rival.     Ac- 
cordingly he,  with  his  usual  felicity  of  argument  and 
iUustratioQ,    asserted    freely,    that   ^atever    rights 
might  attach  to  the  sovereignty,  there  could  be  none 
to  the  office  of  regent  but  what  were  conferred  by 
parliament,  and  that  in  every  case  where  the  regal 
ftmctlons  are  suspended  by  the  infirmity  of  the  mo- 
narch, the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  alone  are 
competent   to  supply  the   deficiency,   as   well   with 
regard  to  the  person  to  be  appointed,  as  the  powers 
with  which   he    shaU    be  invested.     Having   taken 
Ins  stand  upon  this  ground,  the  minister  said — ^he  did 
not  hesitate  to  affirm,  that  to  assert  such  a  right  in 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  otherwise  than   as   it  mig^t 


114  MSMOVR   OP  THB  OV%E  OP  YORf^t 

be  giyen  him  by  th«  two  hoases  of  parliaiBent^  wimi 
little  lesa  than  treason  to  the  coBStttatioo  of  this^ 
covOkify ;  adding  in  concIv^ioD^  that,  «KCf pt  by  their 
election,  the  Prince  had  no.  vkore  abstract  right  to- 
assume  the  reins  of  government  while  hi9  fathev  was 
living,  than  any  other  individual  in  B!n|^and«  He 
desired,  therefore,  that  every  man  in  that  house,  and 
every  man  in  the  nation,  would  consider,  that  on  th^r 
proceedings  depended  as  well  the  constitution  as  the. 
interest  and  honour  of  the  sovereign,  who  was  deserv- 
edly the  idol  of  his  people. 

This  called  up  Mr.  Burke,  who  animadverted  m 
strong  terms  upon  the  language  of  the  minister ;  bat 
it  was  evident  that  the  latter  had  gained  an  ascen- 
dancy which  could  not  be  shaken,  and  the  motion  for 
a  committee  of  precedents  was  carried  withoot  a. 
division. 

'  A  similar  line  of  proceeding  took  place  the  next  day 
in  the  house  of  lords,  where  Earl  Camden  reprobated 
the  doctrine  advanced  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  severest  man- 
met.  Lord  Loughborough,  on  the  other  side,  defended 
the  principle  of  his  friend  by  adducing  the  auAority  of 
Lord  Coke,  who  described  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  oa*^ 
and  the  same  person  with  the  King ;  it  being  eqnally 
high  treason  to  compass  or  imagine  the  death  of  cither 
tile  one  or  tiie  oth^.  The  learned  peer  went  to  a  very- 
great  length  ia  supporting  the  paradox,  that  an  heir 
i^paient  might  assume  the  executive  government  in 
an  emergency  like  the  present.  "  It  happened,''  he 
said,  '^  that  at  this  time  the  two  booses  were  legally 
assembled  under  the  King's  writs;  but,  if  the  oase 
had  been  otherwise,  it  would  surely  have  been  wai^ 
rantable  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  have  called  a 
parliament  on  his  own  authority,  as  heir  a^pparenf ." 
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Lord  Tbarlow  expresied  great  concern  that,  in  the 
pfogreas  of  a  busineas  so  peculiarly  critical,  the 
slightest  appearance  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  or  oi 
unpleaaanl  altercation,  should  have  arisen.  Had  they 
waited  for  the  nltnnMe  question,  there  would .  not 
piobaMy  have  been  found  much  disagreement  on  any 
side,  and  ixmsequently  much  of  the  prestot  diseusston 
mig^  haTo  been  spared.  He  added,  that  nothing 
he.  had  yet  Imard  gave  satisfaction  to  his  mind;  and 
thai»'  flierefoOB,  ha  wished  to.  have  the  full  advantage 
ef  every  precedent  and  analogy  that  conld  be  founds 
Xhe  chancelior,  however,  commended  Lord  Longh- 
baroiigh  for  speaking  of  a  Prince  of  Wales  in  the 
ahatnbcty  and  without  affecting  to  rest  any  part  of  bis 
argnntent  po  the  personal  virtues  of  the  heir  apparent^ 
who  should  alwa3rs  have  his  applause,  when  the  exf 
pression  of  it  did  not  savour  of  impertinence. 

Oil  the  following  day,  Mr.  Fox,  after  alluding  to  the 
manner  i&  wUch  he  had  been  treated  by  Lord  Camden^ 
eatesed  upon  an  explanation  of  his  former  language. 
ht  the  first  plate,  he  declared  that  he  had  delivered 
his  private  judgment,  and  by  no  means  spoken  fhmi 
the  authority  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  With  respect 
to  the  doctrine  itself,  the  Prince,  in  his  conception^ 
had  the  right,  but  the  adjudication  of  it  lay  in  the  two 
houses  of  parliament.  He  acknowledged  that  more 
differen<^  of  opinion  had  prevailed  upon  the  subject 
than  he  could  have  expected;  adding,  that  he  was 
not  sdicttous  about  terms,  and  whether  the  Prince 
possessed  an  inherent  right  or  an  irresistible  claim^ 
he  should  be  satisfied,  provided  the  sole  administra* 
tioir  of  the  government,  with  the  unlimited  exercise 
of  all  the  regal  fimctioiis,  were  vested  in  his  royal 
highness.    He  concluded  by  calling  upon  Mr.  Pitt  to 
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Btate  the  system  he  intended  to  pnrsae^  as  being  a 
point  of  more  conseqaence  than  the  abstract  qaestion 
'about  which  they  had  been  hitherto  employed. 

The  minister  declared^  that  the  question  which  had 
been  started,  respecting  the .  rights  of  parliament,  was 
of  too  much  importance  to  be  slighted.  It  was  one 
that  involved  the  security  of  our  liberties  and  the 
safety  of  the  state.  He  granted,  that  if  there  were  no 
parliament  in  existence,  the  heir  apparent,  in  concert 
with  other  persons  in  high  situation,  might  have  issued 
writs  and  convened  a  legislative  assembly.  Such  a 
proceeding  would  be  justified  by  necessity ;.  but  that  it 
would  be  a  legal  summons  he  must  absolutely  deny. 
With  respect  to  the  measures  which  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  adopt,  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge,  that,  as  a 
matter  of  discretion,  and  on  the  ground  of  expediency, 
it  was  highly  desirable,  that  whatever  part  of  the 
regal  power,  was  to  be  exercised  at  all,  it  should  be 
vested  in  a  single  person,  and  that  person  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  He  also  thought  it  constitutional,  and  most 
conducive  to  the  public  welfare,  that  the  regent  should 
exercise  his  authority  unfettered  by  any  permanent 
council,  and  with  the  free  choice  of  his  political  ser- 
vants. He  could  not,  at  this  moment,  pronounce  what 
part  of  the  royal  authority  ought  to  be  given,  and 
what  withheld ;  but  he  had  no  objection  to  declare, 
that  whatever  was  requisite  for  vigour  and  despatch 
ought  to  be  granted ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  what- 
ever might  by  possibility  be  employed  so  as  to  em- 
barrass the  King,  when  he  should  recover  and  resume 
his  power,  ought  to  be  withheld. 

At  this  stage  of  the  business  Sheridan  got  up,  and, 
by  his  intemperance,  involved  the  affairs  of  the  Prince 
in  fresh  disorder.    Alluding  to  the  claim  of  right  that 
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bad  been  advanced  for  bis  royal  highness^  and  depi««* 
catzDf  any  fiirtber  discussion  of  it,  he,  in  a  lofty  tone, 
warned  Mr.  Pitt  of  tbe  danger  of  provoking  tbat  claim 
to  be  asserted,  wbicb  bad  not  yet  been  preferred.  Of 
tbis  inadvettence,  or  wbat  else  it  might  be  called,  the 
minister  immediately  availed  himself,  and  said,  that 
be  had  now  an  additional  reason  for  asserting  the 
authority  of  tbe  House,  and  defining  the  boundaries  of 
Bight,  when  the  deliberative  faculties  of  parliament 
were  directly  invaded,  and  an  indecent  menace  was 
thrown  out,  to  awe  and  influence  their  proceedii^s« 
In  the  discussion  of  tbe  question,  the  house,  he  trusted, 
would  do  their  duty,  in  spite  of  every  threat.  Men 
who  felt  their  native  freedom,  would  not  submit  to  such 
a  menace,  however  high  the  authority  from  which  it 
might  come. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  house  of  commons  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
nation,  was  tbe  sixteenth ;  and  on  the  preceding  day 
an  attempt  was  made  in  the  lords,  by  Earl  FitzwilUam 
and  other  peers,  to  deprecate  the  discussion  of  a  topic, 
which  they  well  knew  tended  to  bring  odium  uiK>n 
their  party. 

At  tbis  critical  juncture,  the  Duke  of  York  also 
exerted  himself  to  prevent  the  agitation  of  the  ques- 
tion. No  claim  of  right,  he  said,  had  been  set  up  by 
the  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  he  was  perfectly  assured, 
that  his  brother  too  well  understood  the  sacred  prin- 
ciples which  seated  the  house  of  Brunswick  on  the 
British  throne,  ever  to  assume  or  attempt  to  exercise 
any  power,  let  his  claim  be  what  it  might,  that  was 
not  derived  from  tbe  will  of  the  people,  as  conveyed 
through  the  constitutipnal  voice  of  their  legal  represen- 
tatives. 
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This  declfiratiaa,  deliyeied  in  a  manly  and  pathetic 
tone»  xnade  a  deep  jmiMression  upon  the  whole  hoose^ 
which  remained  silent  for  some  minutes.  The  chancels 
lor  then  arose^  and  after  paying  some  handsome  but 
merited  compliments  to  the  royal  Duke^  tamed  in  a 
different  strain  of  eloquence  upon  those  peers  wbo» 
duriiig  the  present  agitated  state  of  public  affairs,  had 
abandoned  their  sovereign,  upon  whom  they  depended 
for  many  substantial  favours.  ''  My  own  debt  of,grati« 
tude  to  the  King/'  said  the  noble  speaker,  "  is  ample ; 
and  when  I  forget  it,  or  forsake  him,  may  Ood  forget 
and  forsake  me  !'^ 

The  two  leading  propositions  introduced  by  Mr«  Pitt 
in  the  house  of  commons,  were  of  a  declaratory  nature ; 
one  affirming  that  the  personal  exercise  of  the  royal 
authority  was  interrupted^  and  the  other .  that  it  wa« 
the  duty  of  parliament  to  supply  the  ddect.  The 
minister  acknowledged  that  any  ahstmct  queetkHi 
would  be  unnecessary,  and  the  discussion.  usdess« 
But  he  denied  that  the  question  of  right  now  brought 
before  the  house  was  of  that  nature.  It  was,  on  the 
contrary,  an  inquiry  which  stood  in  the  way  0f  all 
their  proceedings.  They  were  neither  freq  to  ddlbet 
rate  nor  decide,  while  any  doubt  of  the  existing  jright 
hung  over  their  heads.  They  could  not  speak  intelii* 
gibly  till  they  knew  their  proper  character,  and  whether 
they  waro.  exercising  their  own  privileges,  or  were 
osurping  those  which  did  not  bdong  to  tb^n*  Mr.  Pitt 
then  went  over  the  several  cases  stated  in  the  report ; 
from  all  which  he  concluded,  that  the  whole  stream  of 
history  was  in  his  favour,  and.  that  the  house  could 
not  refuse  the  resolutions  he  oflfered,  consistently  with 
precedent  and  the  constitution.  They  were  now  oaUed 
upon  to  declare  their  inherent  rights^  and  if  they  failed 
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tD  9o  it  fiilly  and    expliciUy,  their  condnct  woidd 
vadoubtedly  be  aseribed  to  motives  Df  pers6iiial  inte- 
imt,  rather  than  a  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  crbtvio/ 
and  the  welfiire  of  Aie  eountry. 

Mr.  Fox  te|died  to  die  minister  in  a  yery  aUe,  bnt 
caustic  speech,  in  which,  after  ridiculing  the  wh(^ 
string  of  preced^ts  as  inapplicable  to  the  oiccasion,  he 
maintaiiidd  that  the  jdan  intended  to  be  pnrsbed  wonid 
alter  the  govenmieiit,  and  oyertam  the  constitution^ 
''The  rigfaft  to  make  laws  rested  in  the  entire  legislatorey 
and  nckt  in  the  concurrence  of  any  two  of  its  branches. 
The  safety  of  the  whole  depended,  not  upon  the  pa-* 
triotism  of  any  oae  member  of  the  legidatnre,  but  m 
the  separate  int^ests  of  the  three,  prone  to  the  ex* 
tBnsiOD  of  their  individual  power,  and  unithig  from 
diffsient  ^iews  in  promoting  the  benefit  of  the  conuhu-* 
nity."  Having  advanced  and '  iHvstrated  this  meta- 
phjTsical  sophism,  which  in  fact  is  at  direct  variance 
with  what  was  dond  at  the  Bevotetion  by  the  conven- 
tion  pariiament,  when  the  regal  office  was  in  deli- 
qaimn;  Mr.  Fox,  with  much  subtlety,  proceeded  to 
dilate  on  the  distinction  between  the  political  aaA 
natand  capacity  of  the  King.  He  next  made  a  furious 
attack  upon  the  nuaister,  for  sayings  ''that. the  hdi^ 
apfpazent  had  no  more  tig^t  to  the  legmcy  than  he 
had;"  anA  all  this  for  the  paltry  triumph  over  a  poUti- 
cal  antagonist,  and  to  insult  a  prince  whose  favour  be 
was  conscious  he  had  not  deserved. 
-  "  In  regard  to  myself,"  Mr.  Fox  said,  ^  I  have  ever 
made  it  my  pride  to  combat  with  the  crown  m  the  pie- 
nitDde  of  its  power,  and  the  fuhiess  of  its  autiiority.  I 
wish  not  to  trample  upon  its  rights  now  when  it  lies 
•xlmdBd  at  my  feet,  diefHrived  of  its  functions,  and 
ineajiaUe  of  resistance.    Let  the  minister  prUe  him- 
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self  on  a  victory  obtained  against  a  defenceless  foe ; 
let  him  boast  of  a  triumph  where  no  battle  has  been 
fought,  and  no  glory  can  be  obtained;  let  him  take 
advantage  of  the  calamities  of  human  nature,  and, 
like  the  unfeteling  lord  of  a  manor,  riot  in  the  riches  to 
be  acquired  by  shipwrecks,  by  rigorously  asserting  a 
claim  to  the  waifs,  estrays,  deodands,  and  all  the 
accumulated  profit  of  the  various  accidents  which 
misfortune  can  throw  into  his  power;  but  for  my 
part,  let  it  never  be  my  boast  to  have  gained  such 
victorieis,  obtained  such  triumphs,  or  to  have  avafled 
myself  of  wealth  so  acquired."  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Fox 
said,  that  the  minister  ^'appeared  to  have  been  so 
long  in  the  possession  of  power,  that  he  could  not 
endure  to  part  with  it.  He  had  experienced  the 
entire  favour  of  the  crown,  and  enjoyed  the  advan* 
tage  of  exerting  all  its  prerogatives;  and,  finding 
the  whole  not  too  much  for  the  successful  adminis- 
tration of  government,  he  had  determined  to  cripple 
his  successors,  to  deprive  them  of  the  advantages 
which  he  had  possessed  himself,  and  to  circumscribe 
their  power  of  being  useful  to  their  country ;  as  if  he 
dreaded  that  their  prosperity  would  cast  a  shade  upon 
his  fame.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Pitt's  motives,  he  was 
unable  to  assign  them ;  but  if  there  was  an  ambitteus 
man  in  that  house,  who  ¥rished  to  drive  the  nation 
into  confusion,  his  conduct,  he  conceived,  would  be 
exactly  that  which  the  minister  now  pursued. 

To  this  philippic,  Mr.  Pitt  replied  with  great  ani- 
mation. He  said,  "  that  the  attack  which  had  been 
made  upon  him  was  uncalled  for,  arrogant,  and  pre- 
sumptuous. Whether  to  him  belonged  the  character 
of  mischievous  ambition,  that  would  sacrifice  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution  to  the  desire  of  power,  be 
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must  leave  to  tiie  house  and  the  country  to  determine. 
They  would  decide  whether,  in  the  present  unfortu- 
nate crisis,  any  consideration  that  affected  his  own  per- 
sonal situation,  or  any  management  for  the  sake  of 
preserving  power,  appeared  to  have  governed  his  mea- 
ftures.  As  to  his  being  conscious  that  he  did  not  de- 
serve the  favour  of  the  Prince,  he  could  only  say,  that 
he  knew  but  of  oiie  way  in  which  he  or  any  man  could 
deserve  it,  and  that  was  by  having  uniformly  endea- 
voured, in  a  public  situation,  to  do  his  duty  to  the  King 
and  his  country.  If  in  thus  endeavouring  to  deserve 
the  confidence  of  the  Prince,  it  should  appear  that  he 
had  in  fact  lost  it,  he  should  indeed  regret  the  cir- 
cumstance ;  bat  he  could  at  the  same  time  boldly  say, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  ever  to  repent  of  it.  Mr. 
Fox  had  thought  proper  to  announce  himself  and  his 
friends  as  successors  to  the  present  administration. 
He  did  not  know  upon  what  authority  this  declara- 
ration  was  made ;  but  he  thought  the  house  and  the 
country  were  obliged  to  him  for  this  seasonable  warn- 
ing of  what  they  had  to  expect.  It  was  well  known 
to  be  the  express  system  of  Mr.  Fox  to  aim,  through 
the  strength  of  party,  at  the  power  of  nominating  the 
ministers  of  the  crown.  This,  therefore,  was  the 
strongest  additional  reasoning,  if  any  were  wanting, 
why  the  house  should  .carefully  consider  the  extent  <^ 
the  power  they  granted,  and  seriously  reflect  before 
they  made  th^nselves  accessary  to  the  creation  of 
such  a  perman^it  weight  and  influence  in  the  hands 
of  a  party,  as  might  be  dangerous  to  the  just  rights  of 
the  crown,  when  the  moment  arrived,  so  much  to  be 
wiriied,  and  perhaps  so  soon  to  be  expected,  in  which 
the  King  should  resume  the  exercise  of  his  constitu<> 
tional  authority. 
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.  The  two  first  resolutions  being  carried,  the  consi- 
deration of  the  third  was  put  off  till  the  twenty-second. 
Its  tenour  was  to  declare  that  it  was  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  suppl3ring  the  existing  defect,  and  main- 
taining entire  the  constitutional  authority,  of  the  King, 
that  the  two  houses  should  determine  on  the  means 
by  which  the  royal  assent  might  be  given  to  a  bill  for 
constituting  a  regency. 

•  This  resolution  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr. 
Pox,  who  pressed  for  an  immediate  address  -to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  to  take  upon  him  the  exercise  of  the 
royal  authority,  without  any .  limitations.  He  con* 
tended  that  this  was  the  obvious  course  to  be  adopted, 
consistently  with  the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
whereas  that  now  proposed  tended  to  introduce  a 
monstrous  anomaly,  founded  on  fraud  and  fiction. 
.  Mr.  Pitt  defended  the  plan  he  had  offered  bom  the 
heavy  charges  brought  against  it,  of  being  a  legal 
forgery.  If  such  (he  said)  were  the  genuine  descrip- 
tion of  every  act  done  in  the  name  and  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  King,  how  was  the  regent  to  pro- 
ceed ?  Was  he  to  act  in  his  own  name,  or  in  that  of 
the  sovereign  ?  In  his  own  name  he  could  not  act, 
without  dethroning  the  King ;  and  in  the  name  of  the 
sovereign  he  could  not  act,  without  having  recourse 
to  this  reprobated  fiction.  It  was  this  fiction,  in 
truth,  that  governed  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
justice,  that  gave  protection  to  our  property,  and  that 
resulted  fix)m  the  very  nature  of  an  hereditary  mo- 
narchy. It  supposed  the  same  power  to  pass  instaiitly 
in  succession  from  one  person  to  another,  the  political 
capacity  of  the  King,  always  retaining  its  integrity 
perfect.  It  preserved  sacred  and  inviolate  the  person 
upon  the  throne,  amidst  the  imbecUity  of  infancy  and 
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the  decrepitude  of  age.  Certain  forms  of  law  were 
evidential  of  the  will  of  the  King,  and  whenever  they 
appeared  they  could  not  be  demnrrM  against.  Of  this 
natnre  was  the  affixing  of  the  great  seal.  If  the  chan- 
cellor were  now  to  put  the  seal  to  any  act,  it  could  not 
be  contradicted,  bat  must  be  received  by  the  courts, 
and  proceeded  on  as  law. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  imbecility  of  the  King  being 
known,  the  personal  danger  incurred  by  the  chancellor 
in  an  action  of  this  sort,  was  such  as  would  deter  any 
man  from  committing  himself.  It  seemed,  however, 
to  afford  a  natural  resource  in  such  an  emergency  as 
the  present;  and  parliament  might  tmquestionably 
authorize  and  indemnify  the  chancellor  in  such  an 
extraordinary  exertion  of  his  official  duty. 

All  the  resolutions  were  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the 
lords,  where  they  were  taken  into  consideration  on  the 
twenty-sixth.  Lord  Rawdon,-  subsequently  Earl  of 
Moira  and  Marquis  of  Hastings,  then  moved  an 
amendment  upon  the  second  resolution ;  declaring  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  two  houses  of  parliament  to 
provide  the  means  of  supplying  the  present  defect,  by 
presenting  an  address  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being 
the  heir  appar^t,  and  of  full  age,  requesting  him  to 
take  upon  himself  the  administration  of  the  civil  and 
military  government,  during  the  royal  incapacity.  This 
amendment  was  supported  by  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
the  lords  Stormont  and  Loughborough.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  MArquis  of  Lansdown  vigorously  opposed  it, 
and  defended  the  original  resolutions  on  the  authority 
of  that  great  constitutional  lawyer,  judge  Foster.  His 
lordship  observed,  that  the  present  parliament  was  not 
a  convention,  but  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  parlia* 
ment  regularly  assembled.    The  King  had  originally 
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called  them^  and  he  had  an  undoubted  i^ight  so  to  do; 
because  he  was  living*  According  to  the  law  and 
constitution  of  England^  the  throne  was  never  vacanty 
and  the  King  in  no  age  or  condition  was  ever  con- 
sidered as  unequal  and  incompetent  to  the  exercise 
of  the  regal .  functions.  It  was  not  to  be  presumed 
that  these  principles  were  without  a  meaning ;  on  the 
contrary,  our  old  principles  of  law  were  commonly 
found  to  have  been  suggested  by  the  deepestwisdom, 
and  calculated  not  only  to  remedy  past  evils,  but  to 
meet  future  exigencies. 

The  chancellor  animadverted,  with  his  usual  seve* 
rity>  on  the  amendment  of  Lord  Rawdon,  which  he 
characterized  as  being  without  a  meaning.  It  re- 
quested the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upon  himself  the 
regency?  What  did  the  term  regent  mean?  Where 
was  it  defined  ?  He  had  heard  of  custodes  regnis,  of 
lieutenants  for  the  King,  of  guardians  and  protectors, 
and  of  lords  justices ;  but  he  knew  not  where  to  look 
fer  an  explanation  of  the  office  of  a  regent.  « To  what 
end  then  address  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upon 
himself  a  character,  the  nature  of  which  was  by  no 
means  ascertained?  But  the  amendment,  it  seems,, 
attempted  something  which  probably  was  intended  as 
a  sort  of  definition  of  the  term  regent,  by  adding,  that 
what  the  Prince  was  requested  to  assnme,  was  the 
administration  of  the  executive  government.  This 
agaia  was  dark  and  equivocal.  Did  it  mean  the  whole 
royal  authority  ?  And  if  it  did,  would  it  be  supported 
by  any  peer  in  diat  house?  No  man  (the  chancellor 
observed)  entertained  a  higher  respect  for  the  Prince 
of  Wales  than  he  did ;  but  the  Prince  had  a  better 
interest  in  the  crown,  than  he  could  have  in  the 
regency ;  and  it  was  their  duty  to  preserve  the  power 
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of  the  crown  safe,  entire^  and  uninjnred. — ^The  amend- 
ment was  rejected  by  a  considerable  majority,  after 
which  a  strong  protest  was  entered  upon  the  joamals, 
headed  by  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Cumberland^  whose 
names  were  followed  by  those  of  forty  •six  other  peers. 

Inthe  lower  house,  the  debates  which  arose  upon  the 
examination  of  the  royal  physicians  were  carried  on 
with  extreme  and  even  indecent  heat.  The  opposition 
relied^  implicitly  upon  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Richard 
Warren,  who  considered  the  recovery  of  the  King  as 
hopeless.  On  the  other  hand,  ministers  placed  full 
confidence  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Francis  Willis,  whose 
practice  had  been  wholly  confined  to  cases  of  lunacy. 
This  gentleman  was  of  the  clerical  profession,  and 
held  the  living  of  St.  Jotm^  Wapping,  but  he  had  taken 
his  degree  as  doctor  of  physic  at  Oxford.  He^  at  thi9 
time,  kept  an  establishment  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
for  the  reception  of  insane  persons,  in  the  treatment 
of  whom  he  and  his  son  were  remaikaUy  successful. 
The  fame  of  the  doctor  being  reported  to  the  chancel- 
lor by  the  bishop  of  Durham,  it  was  resolved  to  call 
him  in  upon  this  occasion:  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  a  marked  jealousy  among  the  regular  medical 
attendants ;  and  Warren,  in  particolar,  could  not  re-* 
strain  his  resentment  within  the  common  bounds  of 
civility.  Dr.  Willis,  howev^,  conducted  himself  with 
a  steadiness  and  moderation  that  did  as  great  honour 
to  his  temper,  as  the  course  he  pursued  did  to  his 
medical  d^ill  and  sagacity. 

In  his  examination  before  the  house  of  commons, 
he  had  to  undergo  a  very  severe  ordeal;  especi- 
ally from  the  stern  rudeness  of  Burke,  and  the  irony 
of  Sheridan.  But  the  doctor  bore  all  their  petiriance 
with  firmness,  and  continued  to  maintain  the  position 
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which  he  had  originally  advanced^  that  the  malady 
was  merely  temporary,  and  would  be  of  short  duration. 
Among  other  facts  elicited  during  this  investigation, 
it  appeared  that  the  disorder  of  the  King  had  so  fiaur 
subsided  as  to  warrant  the  doctor  in  suffering  him  to 
pare  his  nails  with  a  penknife.  Upon  this,  Burke, 
with  his  wonted  acerbity  of  manner,  demanded  of 
the  physician  by  what  means  he  could  hold  a  com- 
mand over  the  royal  patient,  so  as  to  prevent  him 
from  doing  himself  a  mischief.  ''By  my  eye,'"  an- 
swered the  doctor,  darting  at  the  moment  such  a 
look  into  the  face  of  the  orator,  that  the  latter  invo- 
luntarily turned  aside  his  head  in  silence  and  out  of 
countenance. 

The  plan  of  ministers  respecting  the  form  of  govern- 
ment to  be  now  instituted,  was  such  as  seemed  to 
render  it  necessary  to  consider  the  Prince  of  Wales 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  privy  counsellor,  and  a 
prince  of. the  blood;  and  such  accordingly  was  the 
principle  upon  which  they  acted,  till  their  propositions 
respecting  the  question  of  right  had  been  adopted  by 
both  houses  of  parliament.  The  next  measure  was 
the  proceeding  by  bill,  or  resolutions,  to  provide  for 
the  administration  of  the  executive  government  during 
the  royal  incapacity.  In  this  situation  it  was  deemed 
proper  to  communicate  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  the 
propositions  intended  to  be  submitted  for  parliamen- 
tary consideration.  Accordingly,  a  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  his  royal  highness  by  Mr.  Pitt,  informing 
him  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  King's  confidential 
servants,  that  the  Prince  should  be  empowered  to 
exercise  the  sovereign  authority  during  the  illness, 
and  in  the  name,  of  his  father ;  providing,  nevertheless, 
that  the  care  of  the  King's  person  and  the  disposition 
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of  the  household,  should  be  committed  to  the  Queen ; 
and  that  the  power  to  be  exercised  by  the  Prince 
should  not  extend  to  the  personal  property  of  his 
father,  to  the  granting  any  office,  reversion,  or  pen- 
sion, except  where  the  law  absolutely  required  it; 
nor  to  the  conferring  any  peerage,  unless  upon  such 
persons  of  the  royal  issue  as  should  have  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  Mr.  Pitt  added,  that  the  ideas  he 
had  suggested  were  fomided  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  royal  malady  was  only  temporary,  and  might 
be  of  short  duration.  It'  would  be  difficult,  he  said, 
to  fix  at  present  the  exact  period  for  which  these  pro- 
visions ought  to  endure,  but  it  would  be  open  here- 
after to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  to  reconsider  them, 
whenever  .circumstances  might  appear  to  render  it 
eligible. 

To  this  letter  the  Prince  returned  an  answer  dated 
on  the  second  of  January,  1789,  in  which  his  royal 
highness  expressed  his  sentiments  upon  the  measure 
about  to  be  adopted,  with  some  asperity.  It  was  (he 
said)  with  deep  regret,  that  he  perceived  in  the  pro- 
positions, a  project  for  introducing  weakness,  disorder, 
and  insecurity  into  every  branch  of  political  business ; 
.  a  project  for  dividing  the  royal  family  from  each  other, 
for  separating  the  court  from  the  state,  and  depriving 
government  of  its  natural  and  accustomed  support; 
a  scheme  for  disconnecting  the  authority  to  command 
service  from  the  power  of  animating  it  by  reward,  and 
for  allotting  to  him  all  the  invidious  duties  of  the 
kingly  station,  without  the  means  of  softening  them 
to  the  public  by  any  one  act  of  grace,  favour,  or  be- 
nignity. The  Prince  then  went  on  to-  say,  that  his 
feelings  upon  the  subject  were  rendered  still  more 
painful  by  observing,  Hiat  the  propositions  were  not 
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founded  in  any  general  principle,  but  were  calculated 
to  infuse  jealousies  and  suspicion,  which,  he  trasted> 
were  entirely  groundless,  among  those  whose  confi- 
dence it  would  ever  be  the  first  pride  of  his  life  to 

merit  and  obtain. 

His  royal  highness  added,  that  in  his  opinion  it  was 
an  undoubted  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  British 
constitution,  that  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  were  vested  there  as  a  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people,  and  were  sacred  only  as  far  as  they  con- 
duced to  the  preservation  of  that  balance  of  the  con- 
stitution which  was  the  true  security  of  the  liberty  of 
tiie  subject    He  thea-efore  observed,  that  the  plea  of 
public  utility  must  be  strong,  manifest,  and  urgent, 
that  could  Ihus  require  the  extinction  or  suspension 
of  any  one  of  those  essential  rights  in  the  supreme 
power,  or  its  representative,  or  which  could  justify  the 
Princq  in  consenting  that  in  his  perscm  an  esperiment 
should  be  made  to  ascertain  witii  how  small  a  portion 
of  kin^y  power   the  executive  government  of  this 
country  could  be  coiiducted.    The  Prince  declared, 
that,  if  security  for  the  King's  repossessing  his  right- 
ful government  were  any  part  of  the  object  of  this 
plan,  he  had  only  to  be  convinced  tha;t  any  measure^ 
was  necessary  or  even  conducive  to  that  end,  to  be 
the  most  forward  in  its  recommendation.    If  attention 
to  what  it  was  presumed  might  be  the  King's  feelings 
and  wishes  on  the  happy  day  of  his  recovery  were  the 
object,  it  was  with  the  truest  sincerity  the  Prince 
expressed  his  firm  conviction,  that  no  event  could  be 
more  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  his  royal  faither,  than 
to  know,  that  the  government  of  his  son  and  represen- 
tative had  exhibited  the  sovereign  power  in  a  state  of 
degradaticm,  of  curtailed  authority,  and  diminished 
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energy ;  a  state  iiijurious  in  its  practice  to  the  pros- 
perity of  tbe  people,  and  misphievous  in  its  precedent 
to  tbe  secnrity  of  the  monarch,  and  the  rights  of  his 
family.  The  Prince  fitrther  observed,  that  it  was  nei- 
ther necessary  nor  proper  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  suggest  to 
him  the  restraint  he  pnqMMed  against  his  dissipating 
the  King's  real  and  personal  property.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  he  was  by  the  law  entitled  to  dissipate 
it,  and  he  was  snre  that  he  had  never  sfaewn^  the 
smallest  inclination  to  possess  such  a  power.  In  fine, 
bis  conviction  of  the  evils  which  mig^t^  otherwise 
arise,  outweighed  in  his  mind  every  other  considera- 
tioB^  and  would  determine  him  to  undertake  the  pain- 
fiii  trast  imposed  upon  him  by  that  melancholy  neces- 
sity, which,  of  all  his  Miyest/s  snbjects,  he  deplored 
the  most,  in  full  confidence  that  the  afieclion  and 
lo]ralty  to  the  King,  the  attachment  to/the  house  of 
Brunswick,  and  the  generoidty  that  had  always  dis- 
tinguished die  nation,  would  carry  him  through  the 
diffioulties  that  surrounded  him,  with  comfort  to  him* 
sdf,  with  honour  to  the  King,  and  with  advantage  to 
the  public. 

Tbe  composition  q(  this  letter  has  been  ascribed  in 
a  hifl^  tone  of  confidence  to  Budie,  but  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  it  wa#*  fashioned  by  the  junto  which 
fooned  the  cabinet  council  thai  associated  to  coun* 
teract  the  King's  ministers.  Let  this  be  as  it  may, 
the  restrictions  proposed  by  the  latter  were  combated 
with  great  fiiry  in  detail^  and  thfiong^  every  etege  of 
their  progress.  They  were,  however,  triumpha«fly  car^^ 
ried  in  both  houses ;  but  in  the  lords  another  protest 
was  entered  on  the  journals  agamst  the  whole  of  the 
pvooeedings,  at  the  head  of  whidi  stood  the  sigftattves 
of  the  Dukes  of  Tcck  and  Cumberiand. 

R 
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On  the  thirty-first,  the  house  of  lords,  being  in  a 
committee.  Earl  Camden,  the  president  of  the  council, 
moved  it  as  expedient  and  necessary  that  letters 
patent,  under  the  great  seal,  should  be  issued,  em- 
powering certain  commissioners  to  open  and  h<dd  the 
King's  parliament  at  Westminster. 

The  persons  nominated  were  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Duke  of  York,  the  Dukes  of  Cumberland  and 
Gloucester,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Lords  President  and  Privy  Seal,  the  two 
Secretaries  of  State,  Lord  Chatham,  Lord  Weymouth, 
and  some  others. 

When  the  name  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of 
York  was  mentioned,  he  rose  and  said,  that  he  felt 
himjielf  called  upon  to  trouble  their  lordships  with  a 
few  observations.  He  had  already  given  his  opinion 
on  the  present  proceedings,  which  he  could  not  but 
regard  as  illegal  and  unconstitutional.  That  opinion 
appearing  on  the  records  of  the  house,  he  could  not 
give  his  consent  that  his  iiame,  by  appearing  in  the 
list  of  commissioners,  should  seem  to  give  a  sanction 
to  measures  of  which  he  had  so  solemnly  '  disap- 
proved. '  He  was  empowered  to  say  the  same  for  his 
royal  relative  who  was  present  (the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land :)  and  though  he  was  hot  precisely  authorized  by  his 
royal  brother  the  Prince,  or  by  his  royal  highness  the 
I)uke  of  Gloucester,  yet  he  could  assure  the  house,  that 
their  feelings  were  the  same,  and  the  sentiments  of 
them  all  were  on  this  occasion  in  the  most  perfect 
coincidence. 

Upon  this  it  was  agreed  to  omit  the  names  of  the 
princes,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  resolved  to  state 
in  the  journals,  that  the  omission  had  taken  place  at 
the  express  desire  of  the  royal  personages  themselves. 
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But  thoagh  the  princes  of  the  blood  were  averse  to 
have  their  names  in  this  commission^  it  appears  they 
had  no  objection  to  .be  on  the  council  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  advising  the  Queen. 

When  that  part  of  the  regency  bill  ciane  under  dis- 
cussion. Lord  North  moved,  that  his  royal  highness 
Frederick  Duke  of  York  and  Albany  should  be  one 
of  her  Majesty's  councfl.  But  this  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  said,  he  would  state  to  the  committee 
why  he  thought  it  necessary  to  give  his  negative  to 
the  noble  lord's  motion.  The  council  proposed  for  her 
Majesty  was  a  council  of  advice,  not  of  control; 
there  was  no  necessity,  therefore,  to  bind  any  of  the 
princes  under  an  obligation  to  give  advice  to  the 
Queen,  to  whom  they  might  give  it  whenever  they 
thought  proper,  and  when  she  desired  it.  As  it  was 
impossible  to  place  the  person  of  the  King  in  the  care 
of  any  one  more  attached  to  him  than  the  Queen,  it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  separate  or  lessen  her 
Majesty's  trust.  The  house  had  already  decided,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  the  heir  apparent,  ought  not 
to  have  the  care  of  the  person  of  his  father.  The 
committee,  then,  could  not  appoint  any  of  the  other 
princes  of  the  blood,  without  violating  the  principle 
they  had  adopted  in  the  exclusion  of  their  royal  rela- 
tive ;  and  though  it  mi^ht^  by  the  opposition,  be  added 
to  the  catalogue  of  those  articles  of  disrespect  which 
they  had  falsely  and  invidiously  imputed  to  him,  yet, 
as  an  honest  man,  actuated  by  every  motive  of  caution 
for  the  public  safety^  it  would  be  inconsisteni  with  the 
nature  of  the  trust  to  be  reposed  in  the  Queen's 
council,  to  nominate  those  personages  who  were,  in 
point  of  succession,  personally  cminected  with  the 
crown. 
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Notwithfltamditig  tbis.  Lord  Nortli  persisted  in  his 
motioii^  which  was  negatived^  as  also  were  those 
which  foUowed  in  favour  of  the  other  princes. 

The  regency  bill  then  went  through  all  the  forms  of 
the  lower  house ;  and  <m  the  13th  of  February  it  was 
earridd  up  to  the  lords,  where  several  amendments 
were  proposed  and  rejected. 

Before  its  arrival  at  the  third  stage,  however,  all 
farther  proceedings  were  suspended,  by  the  symptoms 
of  returning  health  in  the  royal  patient.  On  the  very 
day  that  the  hill  was  passed  in  the  commons,  the 
King  was.  declared  by  the  physicians  to  be  in  a  pro- 
gressive state  of  recovery.  This  improvement  con* 
tinued  till  the  nineteenth  of  the  same  month,  when  the 
chancellor  arose,  and,  addressing  the  house  of  lords, 
said  that  intelligence  was  just  arrived  of  his  Majesty's 
recovery.  This  news,  he  was  suie>  would  be  agreeable 
to  all  parties,  and  to  every  man  in  that  assembly. 

After  this  declaration,  nothing  further,  at  present, 
in  regard  to  the  regency  bill,  was  requisite;  but,  in 
order  to  mark  the  evident  truth  of  the  restoration  to 
health,  it  would  be  prudent  to  have  the  experience 
of  a  few  days,  that  the  phjrsitians  might  be  confirmed 
in  their  opinion  upon  this  happy  circumstance.  His 
lordship  then  concluded  by  moving  an  adjournment. 

Upon  this,  the  Duke  of  Yorik  rose,  and  said  it  was 
impossible  for  any  person  to  hear  with  more  satisfac- 
tion and  happiness  the  information  just  given  by  the 
noble  and  learned  lord;  nor  could  any  one  possibly 
assent  more  readily  to  the  motion  than  himself;  indexed 
he  would  gladly  have  made  the  motion,  had  be  re- 
ceived the  happy  tntelligence.  His  royal  highness 
added,  that  he  went  the  day  before  to  Kew,  and  soli- 
cited the  honour  of  seeing  the  King^  but  it  was  deemed 
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advisable  that  he  should  not,  lest  it  mii^t  endanger 
his  Majesty's  health:  the  Dnke  said,  he  was  con* 
vinoed  his  brother  would  receive  this  happy  intelli-^ 
genoe  with  the  greatest  joy  ;~and»  observed  his  royal 
highness,  had  he  been  before  infomed  of  it,  he  would 
have  conmkiasioiled  me  to  make  for  him,  in  this  house, 
a  dedaratikm  of  similar  sentiments. 

While  the  British  parliament  acted  thus  cautiously, 
on  a  subject  oi  such  vital  importance,  that  of  Ireland, 
with  characteristic  precipitancy  and  blundering  fatuity, 
voted  an  address  to  the  heir  apparent,  humbly  request-' 
ing  him  to  assume  the  government  of  that  realm  during 
the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  indisposition,  and 
under  the  style  and  title  of  Prince  Regent  of  Ireland, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  King,  to  exer* 
cise  and  administer,  according  to  the  laws  and  consti<» 
tution  of  this  kingdom,  all  r^al  powers,- jurisdictions, 
and  prerogatives,  to  the  crown  and  government  thereof 
bdonging. 

Six  commissioners  were  delegated  to  wait  upon  the 
Prince  with  this  precious  donation,  in  accepting  whijdi 
he  would  have  been  at  direct  isSue  with  the  two 
branches  of  the  British  legidature.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, the  heir  apparent  was  saved  from  this  dilemma ; 
and  all  the  satisfaction  tiie  Irish  deputies  enjoyed 
fitom  their  journey  was  that  of  dining  at  Carltott  House 
with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
neariy  all  tiie  members  of  the  opposition. 

The  rejoicings  occasioned  by  the  happy  restomtion 
of  the  royal  sufferer  to  the  fuM  possession  of  mental  «id 
bodily  health,  feut  exceeded  any  thkig  of  the  kind  ever 
witeessed.  On  the  twelfth  of  March  there  was  a  gene- 
ral illumination  tiiroughout  the  metropolis,  and  in  all 
tte  villages  adjacent.    Every  square,  street,  and  alley, 
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exhibited  tokenE  of  nnboiuided  attachment  to  the  sovei- 
reign,  and  tbankfiilness  for  his  recovery.  To  this 
festive  scene  sacceeded  numerous  spl^idid  entertain- 
ments, given  in  honour  of  the  event  by  public  bodies 
and  private  persons.  .  On  the  second  of  April  the 
Queen  had  a  grand  gala  at  Windsor,  where  the  banquet 
was  the  most  luxurious  of  any  that  had  been  given  in 
the  whole  reign. 

During  the  suppe^^  her  Majesty  sat  on  an  eminence 
at  the  bottom  of  the  great  hall,  with  the  Prince]of  Wales 
on  her  right  hand  and  the  Duke  of  York  on  her  left.  The 
spectacle  was  imposing,  and  the  feastsumptuous :  but 
the  most  remarkable  circumstance  attending  it  was, 
the  testimony  of  respect  paid  to  the  Chancdlor  and 
Mr.  Pitt.  On  a  piece  of  ccmfectionary  was  exhibited 
the  Chatham  coat  of  arms,  with  the  cipher  of  W.P., 
a  representation  of  the  Keys  of  the  Treasury  sus- 
pended therefrom,  and  the  number  268,  being  the  ma- 
jority of  the  house  of  commons  in  the  late  arduous 
struggle.  Next  to  these  devices  appeared  the  arms 
of  Thurlow,  widi  the  chancellor's  motto. — ^These  marics 
of  distinction  spoke  more  emphatically  than  any  ver- 
bal  compliments ;  while  at  the  same  time  they  could 
hardly  fail  to  have  a  mortifying  effect  upon  the  feelings 
of  solne  of  the  party ;  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
the  Prince  and  his  brother  could  cast  their  eyes  upon 
such  objects  without  some  emotion. 

The  twenty-third  of  April,  being  St.  G^eorge's  day, 
was  appointed  for  a  general  thanksgiving;  when  the 
Kingf  Queen,  with  idl  the  royal  family,  both  houses  of 
parliament,  judgei^  and  officers  of  state,  went  in  solemn 
procession  to  St.  Paul's  cathedral ;  and  in  the  evening 
there  was  another  splendid  illumination. 

But  while  the  voice  of  gladness  reverberated  from 


MBMOIR   OF   THB   DUKB   OP   YORK.  LS5 

every  corner  of  the  empire^  on  account  of  this  national 
blessing ;  an  affair  happened  which  had  very  narrowly 
plunged  the  kingdom  again  in-  darkness  and  sorrow. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  May^  the  Coldstream  regiment 
ci  Guards  had  a  field-day,  when  lieutenant-colonel 
Charles  Lenox,^  nephew  and  heir  to  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, came  up,  and,  addressing  himself  to  the  Duke  of 
Tork,  requested  to  know  whether  his  royal  highness 
had  said,  "  that  he  had  put  up  with  language  unfit  for 
any  gentleman  to  hear  Y*  The  Duke,  as  commander 
of  the  corps,  instead  of  giving  any  reply  or  explanation, 
with  becoming  dignity  ordered  the  co)onel  to  his  post. 
The  moment  the  business  of  the  day  was  over,  the 
Duke  desired  the  attendance  of  all  the  officers  in  the 
orderly  iroom,  where  he  called  upon  Colonel  Lenox  to 
state  his  complaint.  This  being  done,  his  royal  high- 
ness acknowledged  his  having  heard  that  improper  lan- 
guage had  been  put  up  with  by  the  colonel,  but  as  to 
the  precise  words,  he .  declined  repeating  them.  The 
colopel  upon  this  demlmded ,  to  know  who  the  author 
of  the  report  was  ?  The  Duke  replied,  that  he  desired 
to  receive  no  protection  from  his  rank  as  a  prince,  or 
his  situation  as  commanding  officer;  but  that  when 
not  on  duty  he  wore  a  brown  coat,  and  was  ready,  as 
a  private  gentleman,  to  give  the  colonel  satisfaction 
whenever  or  wherever  he  pleased. 

Thus  the  matter  stood  tUl  the  eighteenth,  when 
Colonel  Lqnox  sent  the  following  circular  letter  to 
every  member  of  Daubigny's  military  club : — 

''  Sir, — ^A  report  having  been  spread  that  the  Duke 
of  York  had  said,  '  Some  words  had  been  made  use  of 
to  me,  in  a  political  conversation,  that  no  gentleman 
ought  to  submit  to;'  I,  on  the  first  opportunity,  spoke 
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to  his  Toyal  highnoMt  before  Um  officers  vf  the  Cold* 
etieam  teffmemi,  to  which  I  have  the  heaottr  lo 
belong:  his  answer  was,  'That  he  had  heard  then 
said  to  me  at  Daubigny's;'  bot  he  positively  re- 
iiised  to  tdl  me  the  expiession,  <Mr  the  person  who 
had  nsed  it  In  this  situation,  beiiig  perfectly  igao* 
'rant  wrbat  his  royal  hi^^ess  can  allade  to,  and  aot 
being  iaware  that  any  such  expressiim  ever  parsed, 
I  cannot  ftid  any  better  mode  of  clearing  up  this  mat*- 
ter,  than  by  writing  a  letter  to  every  meaJMr  of  Dau* 
bigny's  dnb,  desiring  ieach  of  them  to  let  me  know 
if  he  can  recollect  any  expression  to  have  been  used 
in  his  presence,  wtiich  conld  bear  the  constmction 
pnt  npon  it  by  his  royal  highness,  and,  in  such  case, 
by  whom  the  expression  was  used.  If  any  such  ex* 
pression  should  occur  to  your  memory,  (as  you  must 
be  conscious  of  the  disagreeable  situation  in  whidb  i 
tftm  placed,)  I  trust  and  hope  you  will  take  liie  earliest 
opportunity  of  stating  it  to  me.  If  no  such  expression 
occurs  to  your  memory,  I  would  not  give  you  the 
trouble  of  an  answer,  which  I  should  dse  hope  to  re- 
ceive before  this  day  se'nnight. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  C.  Lenox." 


Tlie  colonel  not  having  received  any  satisfactory 
answer  to  his  requisition,  sent  a  .written  message  to 
the  Duke,  to  this  purport,— '"I^at  not  bebig  aUe  to 
recollect  any  occasion  on  which  words  had  been 
spoken  to  him,  at  Daubigny*s,  to  wUch  a  gentleman 
ought  not  to  submit,  he  had  taken  the  step  which 
appeared  to  him  most  likely  to  gain  infoimation  of  the 
words  to  which  his  royal  highness  had  alluded,  and  of 
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the  persons  wko.had  used  diem;  4h|it  iume  of  the 
mesibeiB  of  tiie  dob  had  gUroH  him  infonaatuMi  iot  acny 
S«eh  iosiilt  being  m  tiieir  kaowledse,  and  tkQiefiiKf 
he  expected,  in  jostioe  to  his  diaracter^  that  his  xojffd 
high—qy  should  contradict  the  reppft  as  publicly  as 
he  had  JMserted  it/' 

.  This  letter  was  delivered  to  the  Diike  bf  the  £ad 
of  Winchelsea ;  when  the  verbal  answer  retamed^  fttw* 
Hig  qnsatisfaetory,  another  message  was  fieat  to.  him 
rofal  highness,  desiring  a  meeting,  and  accordingly  the 
time  and  jdace  were  settled  4he  s^mae  evening. 
,  The  Dnke,  who  was  then  residing  at  Caritoii  House, 
took  the  utmost  eare  to  keep  the  matter  a  secret  from 
his  brother  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  only  pers<m 
he  consulted  upon  it  was  Lord  Rawden,  who,  pain- 
Ad  and  delicate  as  the  commission  was,  eouM  not,  in 
point  of  honour,  refuse  to  accept  the  dangerous  office 
of  second  to  his  royal  highness.  The  same  caution 
was  observed  on  the  following  morning,  which  was 
the  twenty-sixth,  when  the  Duke,  to  prevent  inqmry, 
left  his  own  hat  at  Caiiton  House,  and  took  one  be- 
longing to  a  domestic.  The  place  appointed  for  the 
meeting  was  Wimbledon  Common,  whitiier  the  Dfd^e 
and  his  friend  proceeded  in  a  hired  post-chaise.  For- 
tmiatdy  the  alKiir  terminated  without  Mood ;  but  it 
was  a  hair-breadth  escape  on  the  part,  of  the  Duke, 
whose  presence  of  mind  and  moderation  appeared 
very  conspicuous  throughout  the  whole  proceeding. 
Of  (Ms  dud,  the  two  seconds  immediately  drew  up 
and  issued  the  following  statement : — 

^  In  consequence  of  a  dispute  already  known  to  the 
tycMic,  Ms  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York,  ottmdeA 
by  Lord   Rawdon-*-attd    Lieutenant-Colonel  Lenox, 

s 
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ftCCOBipaiiied  by  the  Earl  of  Winchelsea — met  at  Wim- 
blodoa  Common.  The  ground  was  measured  at  twelve 
paces,  and  both  piurties  were  to  fire  at  a  signal  agreed 
upon.  The  signal  being  given,  lientenant^Colonel 
Lenox  fired,  and  the  ball  grazed  his  royal  highness's 
carl.  The  Doke  of  York  did  not  fire.  Lieutenant>CoI. 
Lenox  observed  that  his  royal  highness  had  not  fired : 
Lord  Rawdon  said  it  was  not  the  Duke's  intention  to 
fire ;  his  royal  highness  had  come  out  upon  Lieutenant* 
CJolonel  Lenox's  desire,  to  give  him  satisfaction,  and 
had  no  animosity  against  him.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lenox  pressed  that  the  Duke  of  York  should  fire, 
which  was  declined,  upon  a  repetition  of  the  reason. 
Lord  Winchelsea  then  went  up  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  expressed  his  hope  that  his  royal  highness  would 
have  no  objection  to  say  he  considered  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lenox  as  a  man  of  honour  and  courage  ?  His 
royal  highness  replied,  that  he  should  say  nothing; 
he  had  come  out  to  give  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lenox 
satisfaction,  and  did  pot  mean  to  fire  at  him:  if 
Lieutenant-Cidonel  Lenox  was  not  satisfied,  he  might 
fire  again.  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Lenox  said,  he  could 
not  possibly  fire  again  at  the  Duke,  as  his  royal  high- 
ness did  not  mean  to  fire  at  him.  On  this  both  parties 
left  the  ground.  The  seconds  think  it  proper  to  add, 
that  I^oth  parties  behaved  with  the  most  perfect  cool- 
ness and  intrepidity. 

"  Rawdon, 

"  WiNGHBLSBA." 

On  the  termination  of  this  affair  of  honour  at  Wim- 
bledon, two  letters  were  sent  off*  express  to  town,  one 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  other  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  giving  them  an  account^  of  the  proceed- 
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ings.  At  the  instant  of  his  brother's  retnm,  the  Prince^ 
with  filial  attention  to  the  anxiety  of  his  royal  parents^ 
set  out  for  Windsor^  lest  hasty  ramonr  should  have 
given  them  an  incorrect  and  exaggerated  narrative  of 
the  business. 

Among  the  remarkable  circumstances  attending  tlie 
duel,  one  .was,  that  the  Eari  of  Winchelsea^^  the  second 
of  Colonel  Lenox,  should  at  that  time  be  a  lord  of  the 
bedchamber;  and  another,  that  his  lordship's  mother^ 
had  been  actually  employed  in  bringing  up  the  Duke 
firom  Us  infancy. 

«  Two  days  after  this  affair.  Colonel  Lenox  tendered 
a  requisition  to  the  Duke  of  York,  as  Colonel  of  the 
Celdstri^am,  desiring  that  his  royal  highness  would 
permit  a  call  of  the  officers  of  that  corps,  in  order  thtft 
certain  propositions  touching  his  conduct  and  situation 
might  be  submitted  to  their  consideration.  His  roysl 
highness,  with  his  usual  address,  replied,  that  he  couM 
not  properly  oppose  any  design  which  might  tend  to 
felieve  the  colonel  from  his  present  embarrassment. 
The  meeting  of  this  military  convention  was  accord- 
ingly held  at  the  orderly-room ;  and,  after  a  consider- 
able deliberation,  an  adjournment  took  place  till  the 
following  day,  when  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
subsequent  to  the  fifteenth  of  May,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lenox  had  behaved  with  courage,  but,  from  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  circumstances,  not  with  judgment. 

Upon  this  determination,  the  colonel  effected  an 
exchange  with  Lord  Strathaven,  lieutenant-colonel  nf 
the  thirty-fifth  regiment  of  foot.  The  transaction  pro- 
duced a  great  sensation  in  the  public ;  and  tiie  King 
was  so  affected  by  it,  that,  notwithstanding  its  fortunate 
eondnsion,  he  abstained  for  a  time  from  his' wonted 
pursuits.    The  Duke  of  York  appeared  the  least  con- 
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of  the  royal  fajnily^  as  (he  fidlowibg  lungvlat 
oCcttrrence  dembiistrated.  In  consequcsiee  6f  the  t%^ 
coTCTy  of  his  Majesty,  the  birth-day  on  the  folnrth  of 
June  was  cdebrated  at  St.  James's  with  lUiiuraal 
splendour;  and  the  drawing-room  was  so  cirowded» 
that,  to  prevent  confusion/  the  cohipany  plussed  inf  at 
one  door  and  oiit  at  the  opposite^  after  making  theihr 
cbngraiulations.  The  Kiitg  was  not  present,  owing  to 
the  agitated  state  of  mind  ihto  which  he  had  been 
thrown  by  the  narrow  escape  of  his  son.  To  th^  tax^ 
prise  of  the  assembly,  however.  Colonel  Lenox  made 
his  appearance  in  the  baU^toom,  and  stood  19  to 
idtoce  with  Lady  Catherine  Barnard.  This  the  Prince 
bf  Wales  did  not  i>erceive  till  he  and  his  parHier^ 
the  Princess  Boyid,  came  to  the  odhmd's  place  in  the 
daince,  when,  stntck  with  the  impropriety,  he  took  the 
hand  of  the  Princess  and  led  her  away.  The  Did^e 
bf  York  and  the  Princess  Adgusta  came  next,  and 
tdrhed  the  colohel  without  the  least  particularity  or 
exception.  The  Duke  of  Clarence  with  the  Princess 
Elisabeth  fbUoi^ed,  when  his  royal  highness  imitated 
the  example  that  had  been  set  by  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  passed  the  colonel  without  notice.  The  danee^ 
however,  went  on,  and  Cc^onel  Lenox  with  Ins  part«- 
ner  passed  down;  but,  on  coming  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Princess  Royal,  his  loyal  highness  took 
his  sister,  and  led  her  to  a  seat  next  the  Qoecii.  Her 
'Majesty  then  addressed  herself  to  the  Prince,  and  said, 
'''You  seem  heated,  sir,  and  tired/*--'' I  mi  heated 
nnd  tirM,  madam,*'  teplted  the  Prince  aloud,  so  as  to 
fad  heaifd  by  all  the  room :  "  I  am  tired,  not  with  the 
-danoe,  Itat  tired  of  dabcing  in  su<^h  company."—"  Then, 
tiir,''  said  Ihe  Queen,  "  it  will  be  better  for  me  to  witk- 
',  and  put  an  end  to  Ihe  baU.'*--''  It  certainly  will 
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be  so/'  rejoined  the  Prince^  *^  for  I  ilerer  will  eaimtet 
nance  Instilts  given  to  my  fiEunily,  however  they  may 
be  treated  by  others." — At  the  end  of  the  dance,  there? 
fore,  her  Majesty  .and  the.  princesses  withdrew,  and 
thns  the  bail  concluded.  The  Prince,  with  his  natural 
gallantry,  afterwards  explained  to  Lady  Catherine  Bar- 
nard the  reason^  of  hid  ccmduct,  and  assayed  her  lady- 
ship that  it  gave  himmnch  pain  to  be  under  the  neces^ 
sity  of  dieting  in  a  manner  that  could  possibly  in  any 
way  sal^ct  a  lady  to  one  moment's  embarrassment,  .. 
Oat  of  this  rencontre  another  arose,  between  Colo* 
jael  Lenox  and  Mr.  Theophilus  Swift,  an  Irish  gentle*- 
man,  occasioned  by  some  strcmg  language  which  the 
bitter  bad  thought  proper  to  make  use  of  respectiiig  the 
liiiel,  in  a  publication  addressed  to  the  King.  The 
parties  met  at  Bayswater,  and  Mr.  Swift  was  severely 
wounded,  but  not  mortally. 

r  The  affidr,  in  whvA  the  royal  Duke  distinguidted 
himself  so  nobly,  made  a  great  noise  all  over  the  kingr 
dom ;  and  even  those  who  were  most  inclined  to  think 
4iaat  his  royal  highness  acted  wrong  in  accepting  the 
cballenge,  could  not  but  pay  a  respect  to  his  conduct  in 
4iie  field.  Bishop  Watson,  then  at  Cambridge,  was  so 
much  affected  by  the  circumstance,  that  he  wrote  the 
ibUowing  letter  to  lord  Bawdon  :~ 

**  My  dear  Lord--I  know  yo«  will  forgive  the  liberty 
I  take  in  requesting  you  to  present  in  the  most  respect- 
^  manner  to  the  Duke  <£  Yqrk,  my  warmest  congra* 
tnlations  on  a  late  event.  As  a  christian  bishop,  I  (mar 
not  approve  of  any  man's  exposing  his  life  on  audi  an 
i>ccasion.  As  a  citioteD,  I  most  think  that  the  life  of 
xme  so  near  to  the  crown  ou^^t  not  to  be  hazarded 
like  the  life  of  an  ordinary  man ;  but  as  a  friend  to  tiie 
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hoQse  of  Brunswick,  I  qannot  but  rejoice  id  the  per- 
sonal safety,  and  in  the  personal  gallantry  too,  of  so 
distinguished  a  branch  of  it 

''  I  am,  &c. 

''  R.  Landapf." 

» 

r 

.  The  generous  magnanimity  displayed  by  the  Duke 
in  receiving  the  well-aimed  fire  of  his  antagonist,  ^  and 
repeatedly  refusing  to  return  it,  made  such  an  impress- 
sion  upon  the  sister  of  Colonel  Lenox,  now  the  present 
Countess  of  Bathurst,  that  she  solicited  and  obtained 
the  curl  which  had  been  shot  away.  From  tUs  period 
also  the  purest  friendship  began  and  continued  through 
life  between  her  ladyship  and  the  Duke.  Of  the  esteem 
which  his  royal  highness  held  for  the  countess,  he 
gave  an  affecting  proof  in  his  last  sickness,  by  desiring 
the  King  his  brother  to  transmit  to  Lady  Bathurst  a 
lock  of  his  hair  after  his  decease,  whidi  request  was 
religiously  complied  with. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  after  this  affair,  the  Duke 
was  seized  at  Carlton  House  with  febrile  sjmlptoms, 
which  terminated  in  the  measles ;  but  though  the  ill- 
ness was  very  severe  for  the  time,  his  vigorous  consti> 
tution  soon  triumphed  over  the  disease. 

The  King  and  Queen,  with  the>  elder  princesses, 
were  then  at  Weymouth,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sea  air 
and  bathing.  From  thence  they  made  an  excursion 
to  the  beautiful  mansion  of  the  Earl  of  Mount  Edg- 
t)umbe,  near  Plymouth ;  and  in  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber they  went  on  a  visit  to  Longleat,  the  seat  of  the 
Marquis  of  Bath.  While  at  the  latter  place,  an  immense 
concourse  of  people  assembled  from  all  quarters  in  the* 
park,  with  the  eager  expectation  of  catching  a  sight  of 
the  King.     The  noble  host,  somewhat  alaimed,  in- 
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quired  of  his  steward  what  was  best  to  be  done  on  the 
occasion,  who  replied,  that,  in  order  to  gratify  the 
whole  assemblage,  he  would  hnmbly  advise  that  his 
Majesty  should  condescend  to  exhibit  himself  from 
the  iSat  roof  of  the  house;  with  which  the  King  in- 
stantly 'complied.  An  attendant,  then  in  waiting,  took 
the  liberty  to  ask  his  Majesty,  who  was  used  to  large 
assemblies,  of  how  many  persons  he  might  imagine  the 
mob  below  consisted.  On  this,  the  King  quickly  re- 
plied, **  Mob,  sir,  implies  a  crowd  that  is  disorderly : 
the  people  below  are  peaceable.  Multitude,  if  you 
please,  but  not  a  Mob.** 

.  HisJklajesty  had  been  desirous  to  have  a  Wiltshire 
shepherd,  and  application  was  now  made  by  Mr.  Kent 
to  the  late  Mr.  Davis,  of  Homingham,  for  that 
purpose;  and  he  accordingly  procured  a  man  from 
Buxton  Deverill,  of  the  name  of  William  Daphney. 
The  King  and  General  Goldsworthy  had  frequent  con- 
versation with  this  shepherd ;  whose  simple  manners, 
acnteness,  and  country  dialect,  afforded  them  con- 
siderable amusement. 

It  happened,  however,  in  the  course  of  time,  that 
some  sheep  were  missing  from  the  royal  flocks,  and 
at  length  the  spoliations  were  traced  to  Daphney. 
His  Majesty  having  been  consulted  about  prosecuting 
him,  replied,  that  he  had  been  himself  the  innocent 
cause  of  the  poor  man's  crime,  for  that  if  he  had  suffered 
him  to  remain  on  the  Wiltshire  hills,  he  might  have 
c<mtinued  as  harmless  as  his  sheep ;  but  that  it  was  clear 
he  had  been  seduced  to  his  ruin  by  an  unprincipled 
gang  which  then  infested  the  ndghbourhood,  and 
would  corrupt  an  angel.  He  therefore  said,  that  the 
ddprit  should  be  discharged,  but  not  prosecuted.  The 
poor  feUoWf  overpowered  by  the  royal  clemency  and 
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contideEKtion,  exclaimed,  ^  I  wiU  never  eease  to  senr^ 
sach  a  master.  If  I  can  no  longer  do  it  with  my  cioolc^ 
I  can  with  a  mnsket."  Upon  this  he  entered  into 
the  amy,  and  his  destitute  wife  was  transferred  by 
his  Ha^sty  into  a  situation  of  decent  subsistence. 

llie  King  had  a  great  regard  for  the  Marquis  of  Bath, 
and  he  evinced  the  sincerity  of  his  esteem  on  hearing 
of  his  death.  Wh^i  his  Majesty  again  visited 
Weymouth,  Mr.  Davis,  who  had  been  fw  many 
years  the  truly  respectable  and  intelligent,  steward  at 
Iiongleat^  called  upon  some  of  the  royal  attendants  at 
Gloucester  Lodge,  by  whom  he  was  iafiumed  that  the 
King  ought  to  be  made  acqnainted  with  his  arrival. , 
Hiis  was  done,  and  the  monarch  in  consequence 
appomted  an  interview.  After  some  casual  observu'- 
tione,  his  Majesty  alluded  to  the  reeent  4eath  of  the 
mavquis,  and,  after  observing  that  ''God  Almighty 
had  never  made  a  more  honourable  man,"  he  was  so 
overpowered  by  his  fadings,  that  he  retioed  to  compose 
Umself.  On  vetnming,  he  inquired  about  the  improve- 
ments which  were  in  progress  during  ins  visit  at  Iiong^ 
leat,  and  then  took  leave  of  Mr.  Davis  with  his  accos- 
tomed  cordiality  and  politeness. 

While  the  Kiug  and  Queen  with  the  princesses  wem 
enjoyiag  the  pleasure  of  a  tour  in  the  west  of  Eng- 
land, the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of  York  sought 
a  retaxation  fcom  case  in  th6  wirth.  Towards  the 
latter  jend  of  August,  their  royal  highnesses  arrived  on' 
the  race-ground  of  York,  wheie  they  highly  gratified 
a  numerous  oonconrse  of  speotaAotu  by  their  appear* 
nnce  upon' the  Grrand  Stand« 

Dazing  their  stay  here,  they  took  mp  their  nsi>- 
dence  at  the  deanery,  whither  the  oorporation  w«nt  in 
procession,  and  presented  an  addteess  to  the  Asnoe^f 
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Wnlts,  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  an  elegant  gold 
box.    The  address  was  as  follows : — 

"  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, — The  Lord 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  city  of  York,  animated 
with  the  most  lively  gratitude  for  the  liigh  honour  con- 
ferred on  this  ancient  city  by  your  presence,  beg  leave 
to  approach  your  Royal  person,  with  the  utmost 
respect  and  most  cordial  affection.  This  honour,  Sir^ 
is  greatly  inoreaseil  by  your  Boyal  Highness  being 
the  only  Heir'*apparent  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this 
realm,  whom  they  have  ever  had  the  felicity  personally 
to  address. 

''  They  cannot  resist  the  present  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  just  admiration  of,  and 
unfeigned  acknowledgment  for,  the  wisdom  and  mo- 
deration -which  so  eminently  distinguished  the  affec- 
tionate tmd  princely  conduct  of  >  your  Boyal  High* 
aess  in  the  most  awful  and  trying  situation,  when  all 
men  looked  up  to  your  Boyal  Highness  for  protection, 
with  the  ftiUest  assurance  of  receiving  it ;  and  Messed 
as  this  kingdom  hath  been  by  Divine  Providence,  in 
the  happy  recovery  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign, 
(for  whom,  they  entertain  the  warmest  sentiments  of 
duty  and  loyalty,)  it  is  their  fervMt  prayer  that  when 
it  shall  please  the  Almighty  to  call  his  Majesty  to  a 
heavenly  throne,  your  Royal  Highness  may  succeed 
him  in  the  heaita  and  affections  of  a  tree,  brave,  and 
loyal  people,  and  long  live  to  reiga  over  them,  with 
the  happiness  and  glory  of  a  Patriot  Bang. 

''  Your  Boyal  Highness  is  respectfully  entreated  to 
permit  your  Boyal  name  to  be  enrolled  among  the 
freemen  of  this  ancient  city,  and  to  acc^t  the  freedom 
thereof,  which  is  thus  hmnbly  oflbred  to  your  Boyal 
Highnesses  gracious  reception/' 

T 
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.    To  this  address  the  Prince  was  pleased  to  return 
the  following  answer : — 

''  My  Lord  Mayor  and  G^tlemen,— I  thank  you  for 
your  loyal  and  affectionate  address,  and  for  the  satis- 
faction which  you  express  at  my  visit  to  the  city  at 
York.  It  gives  me  very  sincere  pleasure  that  my  con- 
duct has  been  properly  understood  by  you,  and  that 
my  opinions  as  to  the  powers  necessaryto  have  been 
trusted  to  me  for  the  general  welfare,  have  not  been 
mistaken,  by  the  respectable  citizens  of  York,  for  an 
extravagant  lust  of  power,  or .  an  unbecoming  haste  to 
assume  the  seat,  which  to  be  called  to  as  late  as  possi- 
ble is  the  constant  and  warmest  wish  of  my  heart. 
Impelled  with  these  sentiments,  I  must,  above  all 
others,  lejoice  in  that  happy  event  which  is  the  subject 
of  your  joyful  congratulation,  and  which  touches  my 
ftelings  not  more  as  an  affectionate  son,  than  as  the 
person  the  most  interested  in  every  thing  which  con- 
cerns the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  realm. 

"  I  with  pleasure  accept  the  freedom  of  this  ancient 
city,  and  your  offer  of  enrolling  my  name  amongst  its 

citizens.'' 

At  Yoik  the  two  brothers  parted,  the  Duke  return- 
ing to  town,  while  the  Prince  proceeded  to.Wentworth 
House,  the  seat  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  who  gave  a  mag- 
nificent fete  in  honour  of  his  royal  guest  on  the  second 
of  September.  Nothing  could  be  more  superb  and 
sumptuous  than  the  whole  of  the  arrangements  on  this 
occasion.  It  was  in  the  fine  old  style  of  English  hos- 
pitality. His  lordship's  gates  were  thrown  open  to 
tiie  loyal  population  of  the  surrounding  country ;  and 
it  was  supposed  that  not  fewer  than  forty  tliousand 
persons  were  regaled  in  his  noble  park.  The  scale 
of  this  entertainment  may  be  imagined  from  the  state- 
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meat,  that^  in  the  course  of  the  day,  his  lordship's 
cellars  supplied  the  populace  with  not  less  than  fifty* 
five  hogsheads  of  ale. 

The  diyersions,  consisting  of  all  the  mral  sports 
common  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  lasted  the  whole 
day;  and  the  Prince,  with  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
who  were  the  noble  eaii's  gaests,  participated  in  the 
merriment. 

The  company  in  the  house  were  about  two  hundred, 
comprehending  all  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, without  any  party  distinction.  The  dinner 
was  in  the  highest  style  of  magnificence ;  and  at  night 
the  fete  concluded  with  a  ball. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  on  his  return  from  Wentworth 
HouiSe,  met  with  an  alarming  accident ;  which,  how- 
ever, was  productive  of  no  ill  consequence. 

About  two  miles  on  the  other  side  of  Newark^  a 
cart,  in  crossing  the  road,  struck  the  axle  of  the 
Prince's  coach,  and  overturned  it.  The  circumstance 
happened  on  the  verge  of  a  slope,  so  that  the  canriage 
fell  a  considerable  way,  turned  over  twice,  and  was 
shivered  to  pieces.  There  were  in  the  coach  with  his 
royal  highness.  Lord  €lermont.  Colonel  St.  Leger, 
and  Colonel  Lake.  Two  of  the  royal  servants  were 
on  the  box.  The  Prince  suffered  only  a  slight  contu- 
sion in  the  shoulder,  and  a  sprain  of  the  wrist.  .  His 
royal  highness  was  undermost  in  the  first  fall,  and 
by  the  next  roll  of  the  carriage  he  was  brought  upper- 
most ;  when  he,  with  his  usual  activity  and  presence 
of  mind,  disengaged  himself,  and  was  the  first  to 
rescue  and  extricate  his  friends.  Lord  Clermont  was 
the  most  hurt ;  being  much  wounded  in  the  face,  and 
otherwise  so  severely  bruised,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
remain  at  Newark.    The  other  gentlemen  were,  like 
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the  Prince^  fortunate  enough  to  escape  with  slight 
injaries.  The  accident  occurred  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  and.  it  was  clear  moonUght.  The  carriage 
was  his  royal  hi^ness's  own  trayelUng-coach,  with 
hired  horses  and  postilions;  and  the  mischance  was 
occasioned  by  the  wilfulness  of  the  drivers,  in  not 
suffering  the  cart  to  pass.  Colonel  Lake's  post-chaise 
being  close  behind,  the  Prince  and  Lord  Clermont 
went  forward  in  it  to  Newark^  where  his  royal  high- 
ness slept,  and  the  next  morning  set  off  to  London. 

The  precipitate  return  of  the  Prince,  .and  the  earlier 
departure  of  his  brother,  resulted  from  private  infor- 
mation they  had  received  of  the  high  displeasure 
the  King  had  taken  at  their  conduct  during  his  recent 
calamity.  Their  royal  highnesses  were  aware  that  ati 
unfavourable  impression  had  been  produced  on  the 
mind  of  his  Majesty,  but  as  they  knew  not  the  extent 
of  it,  they  were  in  hopes  that  it  would  be  soon  obli- 
terated. 

Finding,  however,  that  the  feelings  of  the  King 
continued  to  be  more  and  morp  agitated  as  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  transactions  which  had  taken 
jdace,  and  with  the  share  his  two  sons  had  in  than ; 
they  found  it  expedient  to  clear  themselves  from  any 
charges  that  might  have  been  brought  against  them. 

Although  nearly  forty  years  have  passed  away  since 
this  memorable  period,  the  historian  may  adopt  the 
language  of  a  powerful  writer,  and  say,  that  he  begins 
to  feel  himself  walking  upon  ashes  under  whicb  the 
fire  is  not  extinguished.  Still,  troth  must  be  told; 
and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  King  had  but  too 
much  reason  to  be  troubled  on  finding  to  what  a 
height  the  virulence  of  party  had  been  carried,  while 
he  lay  insensible  of  what  was  passing  arouod  him. 
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Bat  thid  moat  diatreflsiiig  point  of  aH,  ^aa  the  know* 
ledge  that  the  baneful  influence  of  this  spidt  had 
seized  his  own  family ;  and  that  those  who  mighty  and 
whose  duly  it  was,  to  haye  preserved  themselyes  free 
from  the  contagion  by  maintaining  a  pofect  neatrality 
in  the  conflict,  onfortonately,  at  the  very  beginning 
of  it,  joined  the  cabal  which  was  formed  to  overset 
their  father's  confidential  advisers.  It  was  palpably 
evident  to  every  intdligent  and  unbiassed  mind,  that 
the  opposition,  with  all  their  afliacted  zeal  for  the 
supposed  rights  of  the  heir  apparent,  had  only  their 
own  interests  in  view;  and  that  the  a£fected  alann 
which  they  set  up  for  the  constitution,  was  a  mere 
mask  assumed  to  cover  a  sinister  and  selfish  purpose. 
So  far  were  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or  the  legal 
privileges  of  the  crown,  from  being  endangered  by  the 
measure  of  a  limited  regency,  that,  on  the  contrary, 
ministers,  and  parliament  too,  would  have  c<Hnmitted 
a  fatal  error  if  they  had  acted  otherwise  than  they  did. 
At  all  events,  it  became  the  princes  of  the  blood  to 
have  observed  a  dignified  independence  of  character, 
amidst  the  straggles  of  the  two  great  parties.  This 
line  of  conduct  would  have  saved  them  from  the  jpior'- 
tification  to  which  they  were  afterwards  exposed ;  when 
the  King,  on  awakening  out  of  his  delirinnit  oouM 
not  but  think  that  those  persons  had  little- respect 
for  his  feelings,  who,  taking  advantage  of  his  imbe- 
cility, endeavoured  to  introduce  a  politioal  system 
which  they  well  knew  would,  in  the  event  of  his  reco« 
very,  produce  a  relapse,  or  another  change  [of  adim«* 
nistratioo,  either  of  which  circumstances  must  have 
tended  to  anarchy.  Hapjnly,  the  recovery  of  the  King 
prevented  the  evil;  but  he  was  not  to  be  reproachod 
for  esteeming  those  who  had  thrown  a  shield  over  him 
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in  his  infinnity;  nor  was  it  ahogether  nncharitable, 
that  he  should  feel,  in  some  degree,  as  Henry  the  Fourth 
did  iwhen  he  missed  the  crown  from  his  pillow. 

George  the  Third  had  a  paternal  heart,  and  no  man 
could  have  a  more  tender  regard  for  his  family :  but 
he  had  a  perfect  sense  of  what  was  due  to  his  high 
station;  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  reconcUe  it  to 
the  principle  of  duty,  that,  in  an  interval  of  mental 
vacuity,  advantage  should  be  taken  to  thrust  men  and 
measures  upon  him  repugnant  to  his  inclinations. 

While  the  nation  was  rejoicing  at  the  recovery  of 
his  Majesty,  Prince  William  Henry  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth from  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  after  a  long 
absence  on  the  American  and  West  India  station. 
The  King  immediately  created  his  royal  highness  Duke 
of  Clarence ;  and,  in  a  letter  announcing  the  elevation, 
complained  in  very  affecting  terms  of  the  treatment 
he  had  experienced.  The  Duke,  without  loss  of  time, 
imparted  the  contents  of  this  epistle  to  his  brothers ; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  Prince  of  Wales  ad- 
dressed the  following  letter  to  his  royal  father : — 

''Sir, — ^Thinking  it  probable  tjiat  I  should  have 
been  honoured  with  your .  commands  to  attend*  your 
Majesty  on  Wednesday  last,  I  have  unfortunately 
lost  the  opportunity  of  paying  my  duty  to  your  Ma- 
jesty before  your  departure  from  Weymouth.  The 
accounts  I  have  received  of  your  Majesty's  health 
have  given  me  the  greatest  satisfaction ;  and  should  it 
be  your  Majesty's  intention  to  return  to  Weymouth, 
I  trust.  Sir,  there  wiU  be  no  Impropriety  in  my  then 
intreating  your  Majesty's  gracious  attention  to  a  point 
of  the  greatest  moment  to  the  peace  of  my  own  mind, 
and  one  in  which  I  am  convinced  your  Majesty's 
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feelings  aie  eqtially  interested.  Your  Majesty's  letter 
tO'  my  brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  in  May  last,  was 
the  first  direct  intimation  I  had  ever  received  that  my 
conduct,  and  that  of  my  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  dur- 
ing your  Majesty's  late  lamented  illness,  had  brought 
on  us  the  heavy  misfortune  of  your  Majesty's  displea- 
sure. I  should  be  wholly  unworthy  the  return  of  your 
Majesty's  confidence  and  good  opinion,  which  will  ever 
be  the  first  objects  of  my  life,  if  I  could  have  read  the 
passage  I  refer  to  in  that  letter  without  the  deepest 
sorrow  and  regret  for  the  efiect  produced  in  your 
Majesty's  mind ;.  though  at  the  same  time  I  felt  the 
finnest  persuasion  that  your  Majesty's  generosity  and 
goodness  would  never  permit  that  effect  to  remain, 
without  affording  us  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what 
had  been  urged  Against  us,  of  replying  to  our  accusers, 
and  of  justifying  ourselves,  if  the  means  of  justifica- 
tion were  in  our  power.  Great,  however,  as  my  impa- 
tience and  anxiety  were  on  this  subject,  I  felt  it  a 
superior  consideration  not  to  intrude  any  unpleasing 
or  agitating  discussions  upon  your  Majesty's  atten- 
tion, during  an  excursion  devoted  to  the  ease  and 
amusement  necessary  for  the  re-establishment  of 
yoiir  Majesty's  health.  I  determined  to  sacrifice 
my  own  feeUngs,  and  to  wait  with  resignation  till 
the  fortunate  opportunity  should  arrive,  when  your 
Majesty's  own  paternal  goodness  would,  I  was  con- 
vinced, lead  you  even  to  invite  your  sons  to  that  fair 
hearing,  which  your  justice  would  not  deny  to  the 
meanest  individual  of  your  subjects.  In  this  painful 
interval  I  have, employed  myself  in  drawing  up  a  full 
statement  and  account  of  my  conduct  during  the  period 
alluded  to,  and  of  the  motives  and  circumstances 
which  influenced  me.    When  these  shall  be  humbly 
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submitted  to  year  Majesty's  consideration,  I  may 
be  possibly  found  to  have  erred  in  judgment,  and  to 
have  acted  on  mistaken  principles,  but  I  hare  the 
most  assured  conviction  that  I  shall  not  be  found  to 
have  been  deficient  in  that  duteous  affection  to  your 
Majesty,  which  nothing  shall  ever  diminish*  Anauous 
for  every  thing  that  may  contribute  to.  the  comfort 
and  satisfaction  of  your  Majesty's  mind,  I  cannot  omit 
thB9  opportunity  of  lamenting  those  appearances  of  a 
less  gracious  disposition  in  the  Qneen>  towards  my 
brother  and  myself,  than  we  were  accustomed  to  ox« 
perience ;  and  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  if  by  your 
affectionate  interposition  these  most  unpleasant  sensa* 
tions  should  be  happily  removed,  it  would  be  an  event 
not  less  grateful  to  our  minds  than  satisfieu^tory  to 
your  Majesty's  own  benign  disposition/' 

Whether  the  statement,  here  mentioned,  had  the 
effect  of  abating  the  royal  resentm^it,  can  only  .be 
surmised :  but  certain  it  is  that  a  reconciliation  soon 
after  took  place;  and  the  great  changes  yfddch  were 
now  evolving,  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Europe,  contri* 
bated  very  much  to  perfect  the  union.  The  Duke  of 
Tork,  fiom  this  time,  manifested  a  decided  alteration 
in  his  political  conduct,  and  no  longer  lent  his  per** 
sonal  influence  to  the  party  with  whom  he  had  been 
so  unluckily  for  a  short  time  associated.  Bat  though 
his  royal  highness  receded  from  the  tente  of  opposi- 
tion, he  could  not  escape  the  attacks  of  the  press. 
The  public  printe  teemed  with  bitter  invectives 
against  those  branches  of  the  fomily,  who  had  ren- 
dered themselves  conspicuous  by  placing  their  names 
upon  the  protesto  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  house 
of  Lords.    The  Duke  of  York  was  move  virulently 
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assailed  in  the  daily  papers  than  either  of  his  ancles^ 
the  dukes  of  Cumbeiland  or  Gloacester;  and  the 
Times,  a  publication  then  recently  established,  went 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  the  restoration  of  his  Majesty's 
bodily  health  and  mental  &culties  had  proved  a  sore 
disappointment  to  the  hopes  of  his  second  son.  What 
ground  the  libeller  had  for  so  illiberal  and  preposterous 
an  insinuation^  he  deigned  not  to  state ;  nor  was  there 
a  man  of  common. sense  in  the  kingdom,  that  could 
have  been  imposed  upon  by  the  calumny,  however  it 
might  have  been  elaborated.  It  was  obvious  to  the 
whole  world,  that  the  zeal  of  the  Duke  arose  ftom 
the  purity  of  fraternal  ffi^idship,  and  not  from  any 
motive  of  personal  interest  or  ambition:  to  accuse 
him,  therefore,  of  indulging  the  unnatural  wish  that  his 
parent  might  not  recover,  was  equally  unfi^ling,  base^ 
and  absurd. 

False  and  malicious,  however,  as  the  libel  was,  the 
most  prudent  course  to  have  been  adopted  in  regard 
to  it,  was  to  have  treated  it  with  silent  contempt. 
Instead  of  this,  a  prosecution,  in  the  form  of  an  in- 
dictment, was  instituted  against  the  publisher ;  and  on 
the  eleventh  of  Jiily,  the  trial  came  on  before  Lord 
Kenyon  and  a  special  jury,  when,  after  some  delibera- 
tion, the  latter  delivered  their  verdict  of  guilty ;  and 
in  the  ensuing  term  judgment  was  pronounced  upon 
the  defendant,  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  im- 
prisoned twelve  months  in  Newgate,  to  stand  once 
in  the  pillory  at  Charing-Cross,  and  afterwards  give 
security  for  five  years,  himself  in  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  two  sureties  in  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each. 
The  ignominious  part  of  this  sentence  was  afterwards 
remitted,  at  the  desire  of  the  Duke  himself:  notwith- 
standing which,  the  journalist  continued  the  same 
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coarse  immediately  after  his  sentence;  and  on  the 
third  of  February,   in  die  following    year,   he  was 
brought  lip  again  from  Newgate  to  receive  sentence 
for  two  additional  libels.    For  the  first,  which  was  on 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Dnke  of  York,  charging 
them  with  having  so  demeaned  themselves  as  to  have 
inoorred  the  merited  displeasure  of  the  King,  he  was 
ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  to 
be  imprisoned  another  year,  after  the  expiration  of  his 
present  term.    The  second  libel  was  on  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  accusing  him  of  misconduct  in  his  naval 
character,  and  particularly  charging  him  with  having 
returned  from  his  station  without  the  authority  of  the 
admiralty,  or  the  leave  of  his  commanding  officer. 
For  this  last  libel,  the  publisher  of  the  Times  was 
only  fined  one  hundred  pounds ;  which,  it  must  be 
allowed,  was  a  lenient  punishment,  considering  the 
malignity  of  the  ofience.    Wliat  little  room  there  was 
for  taxing  his  royal  highness  with  a  derelictibn  erf*  duty , 
will  appear  from  the  circumstance,  that,  previous  to  his 
quitting  Jamaica,  the  houiae  of  assembly  of  that  island 
voted  one  thousand  guineas,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  an  elegant  star  ornamented  with  diamonds,  to 
be  presented  to  the  prince,  as  a  humble  testimony  of  the 
very  high  respect  and  esteem  the  people  of  the  island 
entertained  for  his  eminent  virtues,  and  the  happiness 
they  felt  in  seeing  him  amongst  them ;  as  well  as  of  the 
gratefbl  sense  they  had  of  the  minute  attention  which 
his  royal  highness  paid  to  the  duties  of  a  professi<m 
constituting  the  support  and  defimce  of  the  British 
empire  in  general,  and  of  the  West  Indies  in  parti-^ 
cnlar. 

When  the  committee  waited  upon  the  prince,  to 
request  his  acceptance  of  die  star,  he  received  them 
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itt  the  politest  maimer^  declared  himsdf  unconscioaa 
of  any  merit  that  could  entifle  him  to  such  a  mark 
of  regard,  and  assured  them  that  he  should  ever 
remen^ber  with  pecuUar  pleasure  their  sentiments  of 
loyalty  to  the  sovereign,  and  affection  for  his  own 
person. 

Thus  the  aspersion  thrown  upon  the  professional 
reputation  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  was  clearly  wiped 
away  by  this  public  tribute  of  respect,  which,  coming 
from  those  who  were  the  best  judges  of  his  merit, 
must  be  considered  as  deoisire. 

Yet,  aggravatod  as  the  conduct  of  the  proprietor 
of  this  paper  was,  his  imprisonment  lasted  but  a  short 
time;  and  he  was  indebted  for  his  liberation  to  the 
intercession  of  the  illustrious  persons  whom  he  had 
ao  grossly  vilified. 

Such  were  the  most  prominent  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  royal  malady,  of  which  it  may  be 
truly  said,,  that  it  forms  an  important  epoch  in  the* 
history  of  England,  and  particularly  of  the  reigning 
family.    The  rejoicings  i^roduced  by  the  recovery  of 
the  King  were  so  general,  that  they  extended  to  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  globe ;  and  at  Calcutta  %Mk  incident 
occurred  worth  relating  in  this  place.    On  the  day  of 
the  festivity  there,  an  Armenian  merchant  nol^ly  libe- 
rated two  hundred  poor  debtors  from  the  gaol  of  the 
city,  and  sent  them  home  with  gladdened  hearts  to 
join  their  families  in  the  goieral  felicity.    Compared 
with  this  act  of  munificence,  galas,  bonfires,  and  illumi- 
natioas,  sink  into  contempt. 

Nor  can  we  quit  this  interesting  subject  without 
eiEJiibituig  another  illustrious  trait  of  virtue  and  gene- 
rosity at  home.  As  a  contrast  to  the  over  eager 
ambition  of  Fox  and  his  partisans  to  get  possession 


MEMOIR  or  THB   DUKE  OP  YORK. 

of  power,  in  pursuing  which  object  they  made  no 
scrapie  of  placing  the  heir  apparent  in  the  front  of  the 
battle ;  let  us  turn  for  one  moment  to  contemplate  the 
calm,  steady,  and  disinterested  conduct  of  the  minis- 
ter. Mr.  Pitt  had  no  other  prospect  before  him,  in 
the  event  of  a  regency,  than  that  of  an  immediate  dis- 
missal from  office  of  every  kind,  without  having  made 
any  provision  for  his  support.  He  bad  secured  neither 
reversion  nor  pension,  and  the^  small  private  fortune 
which  he  originally  received  from  his  father  was  wholly 
absorbed.  Yet  in  this  state  he  scorned  to  truckle  for 
favour ;  he.courted  not  the  lord  of  the  ascendant ;  and 
he  rejected  all  offers  of  compromise  that  were  secretly 
made  to  him  by  the  friends  of  the  opposition.  Under 
these  circumstances,  some  eminent  merchants  of  the 
city  of  London,  who  admired  him  for  his  talents  and 
revered  him  for  his  integrity,  entered  into  a  private 
subscription  among  themselves,  and  raised  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  tf  enable  Mr.  Pitt  to 
maintain  his  independence. 

'  When  the  list  was  completed,  the  chainnan  com- 
municated the  result  in  the  most  delicate  manner 
possible  to  the  minister,  who  was  much  affected  by 
this  very  extraordinary  and  flattering  testimony  of 
respect.  With  every  feeling  of  gratitude,  however,  to 
the  gentlemen  who  had  spontaneously  raised  this 
noble  contribution,  he  strenuously  declined  accepting 
it  'f  for  which  he  assigned  as  his  reason,  that  if  hereafter 
he  should  ever  be  again  called  to  his  Majesty's  coun- 
cils, he  should  consider  himself  as  tied  down  in  per- 
sonal obligations  to  the  merchants  of  London,  incom- 
patible with  his  situation.  When  asked  what  he 
intended  to  do,  in  the  event  of  losing  the  keys  of  the 
treasury  and  exchequer,  he  flrankly  said,  that  he  should 
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go  back  to  lincoln^s  Inn,  and  resume  his  practice  at 
the  bar,  either  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  the  King^s 
Beach,  as  might  be  most  convenient,  not  at  all  doubt- 
ing, but  that  by  diligent  application  he  should  secure 
an  honourable  subsistence  by  that  profession  to  which 
he  had  been  bred. 

This  &ct  was  at  the  time  not  known,  except  to  the 
persons  immediately  concerned,  nor  was  it  ever  made 
public  till  long  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Such  was 
the  man  upon  whom  faction  cast  the  stigma  of  being 
actuated  solely  by  selfish  motives  in  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  respecting  the  regency. 

That  the  Duke  «of  York  formed  the  same  wrong  esti- 
mate of  this  great  man's  character,  cannot  be  denied ; 
but  he  was  then  young,  ardent,  and  strongly  attached 
to  his  brother :  besides  which,  there  was  something  in 
the  manners  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which  rather  repelled  than 
courted  confidence ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  party 
opposed  to  him  were  mostly  men  of  fieuscinating 
address,  fond  of  pleasure,  and  readily  mixing  with 
all  those  gaieties  of  life,  to  which  princes  in  their 
early  years  are  generally  believed  to  be  particularly 
attached. 

The  delusion,  however,  did  not  continue  long ;  and 
within  a  few  months,  the  Duke  was  so  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  acted  throughout 
upon  the  most  upright  principles,  that  he  tendered 
him,  if  not  his  friendship,  at  least  his  esteem ;  and  the 
connexion  every  day  grew  closer,  nor  terminated  till 
death  deprived  the  King  of  the  most  faithful  servant 
he  ever  had,  and  Britain  of  the  ablest  statesman  that 
ever  directed  her  councils. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state,  that  while  the  King 
remained  under  the  care  of  his  physicians  at  Windsor, 
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the  Duke  of  York  continued  there  in  close  att^idaoee 
upon  his  Majesty ;  but.  that  after  the  remoral  to  Kew> 
it  was  not  deemed  advisable  that  his  royal  highness 
should  be  about  the  person  of  his  father.  Upon  this* 
he  took  up  his  residence  at  Carlton  House,  till  the 
mansion  was  completed  which  had.  been  purchased 
fot  him  a  short  time  previous  to  this  visitation. 

York  House,  as  it  was  then  called,  formerly  be^ 
longed  to  Sir  Matthew  Featherstone ;  from  whose 
executors  Government  bought  it,  on  account  of  its 
proximity  to  the  Horse  Guards.  The  building  was 
then  committed  to  the  late  Mr.  Holland,  for  repair 
and  additions ;  but  though  the  architect  studied  con- 
venience in  fitting  up  the  interior,  he  paid  no  regard 
to  elegance  in  the  appearance  of  the  mansion,  which  he 
encumbered  with  a  heavy  and  tasteless :  portico.  The 
house  being  completed  and  furnished,  his  royal  high- 
ness ent^ed  into  the  occupancy  at  the  end  of  1789, 
when  he  gave  a  splendid  entertainment  to  a  select 
party  of  friends. 

Here,  at  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  he 
received  his  brother  Edward  under  very  peculiar  cir« 
cumstances,  which  contributed  again  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  the  family.  The  young  prince,  who  in  1785 
had  been  sent  to  Germany  for  farther  improvement  in 
his  studies,  particularly  in  military  science,  after  spendr 
ing  some  time  at  Lunenburg  and  Hanover,  went  to 
Geneva,  where  he  fell  into  suqh  difficulties  by  running 
in  debt,  that,  without  apprising  any  person  of  his 
intention,  he  took  the  rescdution  of  setting  out  for 
England.  His  arrival  proved  very  embarrassing  ta 
his  brothers,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of  Yoik ; 
who,  though  apparently  re-established  in  the  favour 
of  the  King,  were  still  far  from  enjoying  such  a  degree 
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of  confidence  as  conid  warrant  their  interposition  on 
this  delicate  occasion.  They  well  knew  the  inflexible 
principles  of  their  father  in  reg:ard  to  the  duty  of  obe- 
dience, and  therefore  were  fearful  that  no  efforts  of 
theirs  could  bring  abont  a  reconciliation.  Fraternal 
affection  however  prevailed,  and  the  Duke  of  York 
became  the  mediator  on  this  occasion ;  in  which  he  so 
far  succeeded,  that  the  fugitive  was  admitted  to  the 
royal  presence  at  Buckingham  House,  but  received 
orders  to  proceed  immediately  to  Gibraltar ;  for  which 
garrison  he  departed  from  York  House  on  the  29th  of 
-January. 

Here  his  royal  highness  served  tUl  the  month  of 
May  in  the  following  year,  when  he  was  ordered  out 
to  Canada,  on  which  occasion  the  officers  of  the  garri- 
son at  Gibraltar  manifested  their  attachment  to  the 
prince  by  giving  a  ball  and  supper.  Of  this  entertain- 
ment an  account  was  drawn  up  by  Captain  Fyers,  of 
the  Royal  Engineers ;  and,  as  expressive  of  the  esteem 
ih  which  the  young  prince  was  then  held  by  the  best 
judges  of  his  professional  services,  it  surely  merits  a 
place  in  this  memoir. 

The  Hotel  del'  Europe  being  fixed  on  for  the  enter- 
tainment, a  temporary  communication  was  contrived 
between  that  building  and  the  ruins  of  an  adjacent 
barrack,  which  was  fitted  up  with  singular  elegance  for 
the  supper  room,  at  the  expense  of  the  subscribers.  Thd 
ball  room,  of  itself  an  extremely  handsome  one,  and 
which'  was  besides  decorated  with  the  colours  of  ten 
regiments,  was  crowded  with  company;  and  it  was 
remarkable  that  the  ships,  destined  to  carry  the  prince 
and  his  regiment  to  Quebec,  arrived  with  a  consi- 
derable number  of  officers  from  England,  on  the  very 
day  appointed  for  this  entertainment.    All  the  officers 
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of  the  British  navy  and  army  were  there,  together 
with  those  of  the  Dutch  and  Portuguese  squadrons ; 
and  as  the  ladies  of  the  place  appeared  in  uniform 
dresses  made  for  the  occasion,  ihe  whole  formed  an 
uncommonly  gay  assembly.  His  excellency  the  go- 
vernor, accompanied  by  all  the  field  officers,  waited 
on  his  royal  highness  at  his  quarters,  attended  him 
to  the  hotel,  and  entered  the  ball  room  at  half  an 
hour  past  eight  o'clock.  The  dancing  continued  till 
about  a  quarter  before  twelve,  when  the  prince  and 
Sir  Robert  Boyd,  preceded  by  the  managers,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  rest  of  the  company,  went  into  the  sup- 
per room ;  and  the  astonishment  then  visible  in  each 
countenance  at  the  unexpected  magnificence  of  the 
spectacle,  arrested  every  one  for  some  time.  'A  select 
band  of  fifty  musicians,  playing  a  grand  march  as  the 
royal  guest  moved  on  towards  a  canopy  of  state  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  room,  gave  peculiar  dignity  to 
the  brilliant  scene. 

The  room,  which  was  ornamented  in  a  style  supe- 
rior to  whatever  had  been  exhibited  in  that  place, 
was  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  long,  twenty-seven  feet 
wide,  and  twenty-four  feet  high:  the  company  de- 
scended from  a  flight  of  steps  nine  feet  wide,  under 
a  lofty  arch,  into  the  room;  by  which  means  they 
came,  suddenly,  to  view  at  one  glance  the  whole  of 
the  supper  tables,  which  were  calculated  for  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  persons, — ^while  another  apartment  was 
fitted  up  for  the  remainder  of  the  company.  On  each 
side,  and  at  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  Ionic  pUasters 
were  disposed  at  convenient  distances  firom  each  other, 
having  niches  placed  in  the  intervals  and  over  the 
side  boards.  A  space  of  fifty  feet,  in  the  centre  of 
each  side  of  the  room,  was  occupied  by  a  naat  Ionic 
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colonnade,  supporting  two  rows  of  balusters ;  one,  the 
front  of  the  orchestra,  the  other  for  unifoimity.  Fes- 
toons of  evergreens  and  flowers,  natural  and  artificial, 
were  formed  in  a  richly  ornamented  style,  and  sus- 
pended from  the  volutes  of  the  Ionic  capitals.  The 
canopy  was  very  elegantly  constructed,  and  covered 
with  pink  silk  and  silver  ornaments.  On  the  top  of 
it  was  the  figure  of  Fame,  holding  in  her  left  hand  a 
St.  George's  ensign,  which  reached  to  the  roof  of  the 
room.  On  the  back  of  the  seat  was  placed  the  prince's 
Coronet,  large,  and  properly  gilded ;  over  which,  and 
immediately  beneath  the  canopy,  was  an  illuminated 
representation  of  the  Bising  Sun.  The  niches  on  each 
side  of  the  canopy  were  filled,  the  one  by  Minerva, 
in  the  attitude  of  inviting  the  prince's  attention  to 
Fame  above  him,  the  other  by  Victory  preparing  a 
laurel  crown.  The  whole  of  this  end  of  the  room  had 
a  most  beautiful  and  striking  efiect.  The  supper  was 
a  very  elegant  one,  and  had  more,  both  of  abundance 
and  variety,  than  this  seemingly  inhospitable  rock 
appeared  capable  of  affording;  so  that  the  lines  of 
the  poet,  in  censure  of  habitual  luxury,  might,  on  this 
occasion,  be  applied  in  commendation  of  the  attention 
of  the  managers ; —  ... 

Earth,  sea,  and  air, 
Were  this  day  ransack'd  for  their  bill  of  fare. 

Although  Ceres  and  Bacchus  poured  forth  their 
stores  in  abundance,  yet  Prudence  presided  over  the 
whole;  for  perhaps  there  scarcely  ever  was  an  in* 
stance  of  such  a  number  of  young  men  being  collected, 
with  a  predetermination  of  conviviality,  who  passed  a 
night  with  so  much  decorum ;  nor  of  so  large  a  com- 
pany being  assembled,  where  every  individual  was 
pleased  and  happy.    The  festivity  of  the  scene  was 
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considerably  heightened  by  a  judicious  selection  of 
catches,  and  other  yocal  and  instrumental  music,  very 
well  performed;  and,  among  the  rest,  the  following 
song,  written  for  the  occasion,  was  sung  by  one  of  the 
boys  belonging  to  the  Queen's  regiment  of  foot,  in  a 
very  pleasing  manner  :— 

Ascending  Calpe's  stately  brow, 

We  see  sweet  flowers  spontaneous  grow; 

As  these  their  mingling  sweets  disclose, 

Hie  rocky  steeps  their  horror  lose : 

Rpgaled,  we  turn  our  eyes  to  view 

The  distant  landscape's  purple  hue, 

The  liquid  plain's  transparent  bound. 

And  scenes  for  warlike  deeds  renown'd. 

War's  rugged  paths  have  also  flowers — 

C^y  mirth,  and  song,  and  festive  hours; 

And  from  the  steep  ascent  to  Fame, 

The  prospect  of  a  glorious  name. 

See,  o'er  yon  western  mountain's  shade, 

The  evening's  blushing  radiance  fade ! 

So  &des  our  joy  round  Calpe's  brow; 

For  Royal  Edward  leaves  us  now! 

Twas  he  who  taught  us  Low  to  bear 

The  soldier's  toil,  the  leader's  caie ; 

Yet  cheer'd  fatigue  with  festive  hours. 

And  strew'd  War's  rugged  paths  with  flowers. 

Ye  breezes,  safely  waft  him  o'er, 

To  brave  the  cold  Canadian  shore ; 

To  spicad  a&r  bis  nsing  fiune. 

And  make  his  own  a  glorious  name ! 

One  mind  seemed  to  animate  the  whole  company ; 
the  only  contest  being  who  should  do  most  honour  to 
the  illustrious  guest^  and  display  most,  both  thm 
personal  regard  for  him,  and  their  affectionate  and 
flsealous  attachment  to  his  royal  fetther  and  family. 
On  the  thirteenth,  the  goyemor  was  pleased  to  give  out 
the  following  acknowledgment  in  general  orders : — 
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''His  royal  bigfaness  Prince  Edward  having  re- 
quested of  Sir  Robert  Boyd  to  express^. in  the  fullest 
manner  possible,  his  royal  highness's  wannest  thanks 
to  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  this  garrison^  who  gaye 
him  the  fete. of  the  Uth  instant;  Sir  Robert  Boyd,  in 
compliance  with  the  prince's  wishes,,  has  thought  pro* 
per,  by  putting  it  in  Public  Orders,  to  assure  himself 
of  every  officer  being  acquainted  how  flattering  to  his 
royal  highness  this  made  of  their  attachment  to  him 
has  been,  and  how  sincerely  he  wishes  them  all  to  be 
acquainted  with  iV 

At  the  time  when  Prince  Edward  so  unexpectedly 
returned  home,  there  happened  to  be  in  England  an- 
other royal  exile,  of  a  different  character,  the  noted 
Philip  duke  of  Orleans,  who,  after  experiencing  the 
greatest  acts  of  kindness  from  his  august  relative 
Louis  the  Sixteenth,  endeavoured  to  deprive  him  of 
his  throne  and  his  life,  by  stirring  up  the  people  to 
rebellion.  This  unworthy  descendant  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  was  no  stranger  here,  having  visited  England 
under  his  fprmer  title  of  Duke  de  Chartres,  about  five 
years  before;  at  which  period  he  received  from  the 
Prince  of  Wales  all  the  respect  due  to  his  elevated 
rank.  On  the  present  occasion  his  royal  highness  paid 
him  a  formal  visit,  but  the  Duke  of  York  declined 
having  any  intercourse  with  him  whatever. 

The  degree  of  estimation  in  which  this  degenerate 
scion  of  the  Bourbons  was  now  held,  appeared  soon  after 
in  the  neglect  with  which  he  was  treated  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  who  gave  a  grand  fete,  at  which  all  the 
foreigners  of  distinction  then  in  England  were  invited, 
except  Orleani9.  The  duke  then  returned  to  France, 
where  he  continued  the  same  course  of  base  intrigue, 
and  servile  prostitution  to  the  prevailing  faction,  till. 
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by  way  of  reward,  they  took  away  his  property,  and 
next  his  head. 

On  the  I8th  of  September,  this  year,  a  breach  was 
made  in  the  royal  family  of  Great  Britain,'  by  the 
death  of  Henry  Frederick,  duke  of  Cumberland,  bro- 
ther to  the  King.  This  prince  was  bom  November 
7th,  1745,  and  when  young  entered  into  the  naval 
service^  but  did  not  attain  the  rank  of  admiral  till  the 
year  1788.  He  married  the  honourable  Anne  Horton, 
widow  of  Christopher  Horton,  Esq. ;  and  the  daughter 
of  the  Earl  of  Carhampton ;  but  she  had  no  issue  by 
either  husband. 

The  duke  was  ranger  of  Windsor  great  park,  from 
whence  he  had  returned  to  town  on  the  evening  pre- 
ceding his  death.  So  far,  indeed,  was  he  from  enter- 
taining any  idea  of  his  dissolution,  that  his  band  was 
ordered  up  to  town  for  a  concert,  at  Cumberland 
House  in  Pall  Mall,  on  the  same  night,  and  he  had 
also  appointed  to  meet  his  hounds  the  next  morning ; 
but  on  alighting  from  his  carriage,  he  found  himself  so 
very  weak,  that  he  exclaimed,  ''  I  feel  now  that  I  am 
going."  In  the  course  of  the  night  he  expressed  him- 
self in  the  most  affectionate  and  tender  manner  to  the 
duchess,  for  her  unwearied  attention  to  him  through 
his  indisposition ;  and  he  also  returned  thanks  to  all 
his  attendants.  The  duke  departed  this  life  without 
the  least  struggle  or  motion,  so  that  the  vital  spark  had 
fled  before  the  persons  about  him  perceived  that  he 
was  dead.  His  disorder  was  an  inveterate  scrofula, 
which  had  long  acted  upon  his  constitution  with  dread- 
ful ravages.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Henry  the 
Seventh's  chapel  at  Westminster,  on  th6  night  of  the 
28th,  after  having  lain  in  state  the  whole  day  in  the 
Jerusalem  chamber,  adjoining  the  house  of  lords.    As 
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the  character  of  this  prince  has  been  much  misrepre- 
sented,  no  apology,  it  is  presumed,  need  be  offered, 
for  the  following  sketch,  which  was  drawn  by  one  who 
knew  him  long  and  intimately. 

The  education  of  the  duke  was  not  equal  to  his 
birth;  but  those  who  know  the  indulgence  which 
must  unavoidably  be  extended  to  persons  of  his  ele* 
vated  rank,  as  well  as  the  temptations  to  which  such 
an  exalted  station  is  necessarily  exposed,  will  not 
be  ready  to  arraign  his  tutors,  or  his  own  capacity,  if 
the  improvement  was  not  proportionate  to  his  opportu- 
nities. That  he  did  not  want  abilities,  may  be  safely 
asserted;  and  a  proof  of  this  declaration  may  be 
found  in  his  acquisition  of  the  modem  languages,  in 
which  he  was  competently  informed,  though  his  know- 
ledge was  acquired  rather  in  conversatipn  than  from 
any  regular  endeavours  at  an  attainment  of  them. 
His  skill  also  in  musical  performance,  and  judgment 
in  musical  composition,  as  well  as  taste  in  selection, 
must  be  admitted  as  evidence  of  a  capacity,  that,  if 
in  early  life  it  had  been  properly  directed  to  higher 
objects,  might  have  been  proportioiially  successful. 
To  those  who  were  not  upon  an  intimate  footing  with 
him,  his  conversation  seemed,  according  to  the  ex- 
pression of  Hotspur,  '^  bald  unjointed  chat  ;'  but 
those  who  enjoyed  his  confidence  often  heard  remarks 
that  indicated  shrewd  observation,  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  world.  This  declaration  is  so  little  consonant 
with  the  general  ideas  of  the  public  respecting  the 
character  of  the  duke,  that  it  may  be  treated  with 
ridicule,  as  well  as  received  with  incredulity ;  but  let 
it  be  considered,  that  the  opinions  of  mankind  were 
adverse  to  his  intellectual  reputation,  and  that,  when- 
ever he  spokej  his  auditors  were  rather  prepared  to 
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expect  something  frivolous,  than  to  examine  whether 
what  he  uttered  was  really  so  or  not. 

The  truth  is,  he  possessed  a  strong  flow  of  spirits, 
which  betrayed  him  into  conversation  before  be  had 
sufficiently  reflected  u][K>n  what  he  was  inclined  to 
say,  though  his  most  precipitate  observations  were 
always  less  exceptionable,  in  point  of  judgment,  than 
the  malignant  and  satirical  have  been  disposed  to 
represent.  Another  consideration,  which  has  by  no 
means  been  attended  to  so  much  as  candour  required, 
was  the  indistinct  manner  in  which,  perhaps  by  some 
defect  in  his  organs,  he  usually  expressed  himself. 
This  inaccurate  mode  of  delivery  was  often  the  occa- 
sion of  many  injurious  misconceptions;  for  what  he 
said  was  not  always  understood,  and  his  hearers, 
rather  than  give  him  the  trouble  of  repetition,  have 
pretended  to  comprehend  his  meaning,  sometimes  con- 
ceiving that  what  he  said  would  not  have  deserved 
attention,  if  it  had  been  intelligibly  conveyed;  but 
oftener,  more  probably,  these  inarticulate  remarks  have 
been  inconsiderately  admitted,  and  invidiously  related, 
as  certain  evidences  of  folly.  His  animal  spirits  were 
indeed  uncommonly  active ;  and  apon  most  occasions, 
if  his  life  is  recollected  apart  from  the  habitual  pre- 
judices against  him,  it  will  be  found,  thai  what  seemed 
weakness,  was  generally  the  effect  of  an  extraordinary 
vivacity. 

As  to  the  MORAL  character  of  the  duke,  the  public 
have  also  been  disposed  to  form  a  harsh  judgment, 
without  any  sufficient  reason.  In  the  younger  part  of 
his  life  he  was  certainly  inclined  to  those  pursuits  of 
gallantry  which  are  generally  expected  at  the  period 
of  juvenile  indiscretion,  particularly  when  the  means 
of  gratification  are  possessed  in  the  most  tempting 
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abundance ;  but  the  wild  and  debasing  sensuality  that 
marks  our  present  tribe  of  fashionable  young  men 
was  never  discoverable  in  his  conduct.  He  was^  upon 
some  well-known  occasions,  led  astray  by  youth  and 
beauty;  but  when  mankind  consider  the  attractions 
which  distinguished  the  objects  to  whom  .his  attach- 
ment became  so  conspicuous,  it  will  be  reasonably 
concluded,  that,  with  the  means  of  obtaining  the  fa- 
vours of  those  objects,  it  was  more  natural  that  he 
should  enjoy  them,  than  to  behold  such  allurements 
with  philosophical  indifference,  or  turn  4tway  from 
them  with  frigid  apathy. 

There  was  one  trait  in  the  character  of  the  duke, 
which,  though  apparently  trifling  in  its  nature,  evinced 
a  sense  of  decorum,  and  a  value  for  the  proper  rela- 
tions of  life,  that  deserves  to  be  recorded,  and  which 
can  never  be  considered  as  the  feature  of  a  weak  and 
frivolous  mind.  It  is  universally  known  that  he  was 
in  the  habits  of  the  most  £Euniliar  condescension  with 
persons  who  were  not  at  all  distinguished  for  talents, 
and  that  a  haughty  and  capricious  pride  formed  no 
part  of  his  character ;  but  though  he  would  treat  with 
the  utmost  affability  such  persons  whenever  he  found 
them  engaged  in  their  proper  province,  and  upon  ordi- 
nary occasions ;  yet  if  he  saw  that  they  neglected  the 
duties  of  their  profession,  and  entered  too  warmly  in 
the  career  of  pleasure,  he  always  withdrew  his  counte- 
nance, and  upon  that  account  alone  would  wholly 
relinquish  his  connexion  with  them,  and,  however 
intimate  previously,  never  afterwards  behave  to  them 
as  if  he  had  before  honoured  them  with  his  notice. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland's  musical  collections  and  library  were 
sold.    The  former  consisted  of  the  works  of  almost  all 
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the  composers  of  Europe,  for  near  two  hundred  years 
past.  His  royal  highness  was  possessed  of  a  violin 
by  Stainer,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  years  old; 
and  the  fortunate  purchaser  gave  for  it  one  hundred 
and  thirty  guineas.  Other  instruments  fbtched  equally 
high  prices.  The  books  were  sold  as  es^travagantly, 
but  the  dearest  article  of  all  was  the  ''Antichita  di 
Roma/'  which  had  been  given  to  the  duke  by  Pope 
Clement  the  Fourteenth.  This  superb  work  was  bought 
for  the  King  by  Mr.  Gray. 

It  is  time  now  to  turn  from  collateral-  matter,  to  the 
immediate  subject  of  the  present  biography. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  March,  1791,  ^e  Benevolent 
Society  of  St.  Patrick  held  their  anniversary  meeting 
at  the  London  Tavern;  when  Earl  |^tzwilliam,  the 
president,  was  accompanied  by  the-  Duke  of  York, 
and  other  personages  of  distinction*  The  collection, 
after  dinner,  amounted  to  the  unprecedented  sum  of 
eighteen  hundred  pounds,  including  tlie  benefaction  of 
one  hundred  guineas  from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  the  like  sum  from  the  Duke  of  York. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


FROM   A.  D.  1791   TO  1793. 

It  has  alread^  been  stated,  that  the  Duke  of  Toik, 
during  his  loilg  residence  in  Germany,  had  frequent 
opportonities  of  witnessing  the  accomplishments  of 
the  princess  royal  of  Prussia ;  and  that  a  correspon- 
dence commenced,  which  was  continued  after  the 
return  of  his  royal  highness  to  England.  Tlus  would 
have  produced  a  nearer  connexion  before  the  present 
year,  had  it  not  been  for  the  lamented  illness  of  the 
King,  imd  the  untoward  circumstances  to  which  that 
event  gave  rise. 

The  purchase  of  York  House,  at  Whitehall,  had  this 
alliance  in  view ;  but  matters  were  not  brought  to  a 
definitive  arrangement  tiU  the  spring,  when  every  diffi- 
culty beii^^  removed,  the  Duke  left  London  at  six  in 
the  morning  of  the  first  of  May,  for  Berlin ;  where  he 
arrived  in  less  than  a  fortnight,  and  on  the  24th  accom- 
panied his  Prussian  nugesty  to  the  grand  review  of 
his  troops ;  there  being  present  besides.  Prince  Lewis 
of  Prussia,  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Anhalt  Dessau, 
the  Prince  of  Baden,  and  several  foreigners  of  high 
distinction.  On  the  28th,  the  king  returned  to  Pets- 
dam  ;  and  on  the  31st  he  gave  a  grand  dinner  at  Char- 
lottenburgh,  in  honour  of  the  Duke  of  Yoik. 

Y 
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AU  matters  of  settlement  bcdng  adjusted,  and  care 
taken  to  obtain  from  the  august  bridegroom  a  solemn 
renunciation  of  any  claim  to  the  throne  of  Prussia,  in 
case  of  the  failure  of  heirs  male  on  the  part  of  the 
reigning  dynasty,  the  marriage  was  solemnized  with 
great  pomp  in  the  palace  of  Berlin,  on  the  evening  of 
the  29th  of  September. 

About  six  o'clock  all  persons  who  were  of  princely 
blood  assembled  in  gala,  in  the  apartment  of  the 
dowager  queen,  where  the  diamond  crown  was  put  on 
the  head  of  the  Princess  Frederica.  The  generals, 
ministers,  ambassadors,  and  principal  nobility,  had  by 
tills  time  assembled  in  the  White  Hall. 

Ifiunediately  after  the  clock  had  struck  seren,  tiie 
Duke  of  York  led  the  Princess  his  spoose,  whose  Iraiit 
was  carried  by  four  ladies  of  the  court,  preceded  by  tlie 
geiitlemen  of  the  chamber,  aad  the  court  officers  of 
state,  through  all  the  parade  apartments  into  the  White 
Hall.  After  them  went  the  King,  with  the  Qaeea 
dowager.  Prince  Lewis  of  Prussia,  with  the  reigning 
Queen,  (the  Crown  Prince  being  absent  by  indisposi^^ 
tion ;)  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  with  Princess 
Wilhelmina ;  Prince  Henry,  third  son  of  the  King,  with 
the  hereditary  Stadtholderess  his  aunt;  Prince  Wil- 
helm  of  Prassia,  with  Princess  Augusta ;  the  Duke  of 
Weimar,  wiA  ibe  spouse  of  Prince  Henry  of  Prassia ; 
and  the  reigning  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  StreUtz,  with 
the  hereditary  Princess  of  Bninswick.  In  tlie  White 
Hall,  a  canopy  was  erected  of  crimson  velvet,  beneath 
which  was  a  soAt  of  the  same  khid  for  the  marriage 
ceremony. 

When  the  young  couple  had  placed  themselves 
nnder  the  canopy,  before  the  sofa,  with  the  royal 
family  aroand  them,  the  upper  counseDor  of  the  oonsin- 
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tory,  M.  Von  Sack,  made  aspeech  inGennan.  This  being 
done,  rings  were  exchanged,  and  the  illustrious  couple 
kneeling  on  the  sofa,  were  married  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Lutheran  church.  The  whole  ended  with  a 
prayer ;  and  twelve  guns,  placed  in  the  garden,  havuig 
fired  three  rounds,  the  benediction  was  given;  after 
which  the  new-mairied  couple  received  the  congratu- 
lations of  their  royal  relatives.  Then  they  returned  in 
the  same  manner  to  the  state  apartments,  where  the 
royal  famfly  and  their  party  sat  down  to  card  tables ; 
after  which,  the  whole  court,  the  high  nobility,  and  the 
ambassadors,  sat  down  to  supper,  which  was  served 
on  six  tables.  The  first  of  these  was  placed  under  a 
canopy  of  crimson  velvet,  and  the  viands  were  served 
upon  gold  dishes  and  plates.  Lieut.-general  Bomstadt 
and  Count  Bruhl  had  the  honour  to  carve,  but  with-* 
out  being  seated*  The  two  other  tables,  at  which  sat 
the  generals,  ministers,  ambassadors,  all  the  great 
pfficers  of  the  court,  and  the  high  nobility,  were  served 
in  separate  apartments.  Those  who  did  the  honours 
at  these  tables  were,  at  the  firsts  Prince  Sacker, 
minister  of  state ;  at  the  second.  General  Moellendorf ; 
at  the  third.  Count  Junckenstein,  minister  of  state ; 
at  the  fourth.  Count  Schulemberg,  lieutenant-general 
and  minister  of  state ;  and  at  the  fifth,  Major-^general 
Bischoffswerder. 

During  supper,  music  kept  playing  in  the  galleries 
of  the  first  hall,  beginning  when  the  c<Hnpany  entered, 
and  continuing  incessant  till  the  repast  ended.  At 
the  dessert,  the  royal  table  was  served  with  a  beautiful 
aet  of  china,  the  workmanship  of  the  Berlin  manufac- 
tory. 

Supper  being  over,  the  whole  assembly  repaired,  to 
the  White  Hall,  where  the  trumpet,  timbrel,  and  other 
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mnsic^  were  playing.  The  flambeau  dance  then  began, 
at  which  the  ministers  of  state  carried  the  torches. 
With  this  ended  the  festivity. 

The  new  couple  were  attended  to  their  apartment 
by  the  reigning  queen  and  the  queen  dowager.  The 
Duke  of  York  wore  on  this  happy  day  the  English 
uniform ;  and  the  Princess  Frederica  was  dressed  in 
a  suit  of  drap  d'argent,  ornamented  with  diamonds. 

Their  royal  highnesses  left  Berlin  on  the  17th  of 
October^  and  arrived  at  Hanover  on  the  25th,  where 
they  staid  eight  days ;  and  then  proceeded  to  Osna- 
burgh,  at  which  place  they  held  a  court  for  four  days. 
They  then  went  to  Brussels,  where  they  met  the 
duchess  dowager  of  Cumberland,  who  had  just  left 
England.  After  resting  one  day  at  this  place,  their 
ro3ral  highnesses  set  out  for  lisle,  where  they  were 
detained  a  day  in  consequence  of  the  revolutionary 
spirit  of  the  populace,  whose  violent  prejudices  against 
aristocracy  ran  to  such  a  length,  that  they  seized  upon 
the  carriages,  and  insisted  upon  having  the  arms  obli- 
terated ;  with  which  mandate  of  the  sovereign  people, 
the  illustrious  travellers  deemed  it  most  prudent  to 
comply.  From  lisle  they  proceeded,  without  ftirther 
molestation,  to  Calais,  where  they  arrived  on  Monday 
the  24th  of  November,  at  two  o'clock.  At  Calais  they 
were  unpleasantly  kept,  for  want  of  a  proper  convey- 
ance, till  three  o'clock  on  Friday  morning,  when  they 
embarked  in  a  yacht,  and  landed  on  the  beach  at 
Dover  soon  after  twelve  at  noon  the  same  day.  The 
Duke's  servants  were  in  readiness  to  receive  them; 
and  the  regiment  quartered  there  fired  three  volleys,  to 
welcome  their  arrival. 

As  the  Duchess  had  been   much  hurried  on  the 
journey,  and  was  particularly  indisposed  by  the  voy- 
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age^  though  short,  it  was  thought  requisite  to  stop  at 
the  York  Hotel    till  the  next  morning,  when,  at  an 

m 

early  hour,  they  set  out  for  town,  and  breakfasted  at 
Sittingboume.  On  the  Kent  road,  a  party  of  the  Life 
Guards  met,  and  escorted  them  the  remainder  of  the 
way,  till  they  came  to  York  House,  where  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  were 
in  readiness  to  greet  them.  The  Prince  receiyed  the 
Duchess  in  the  Great  Hall,  with  that  unaffected  grace 
for  which  he  was  always  pre-eminently  distinguished. 
He  saluted  his  new  sister  in  the  most  affectionate 
manner,  and,  taking  her  by  the  hand,  congratulated 
her  heartily,  in  the  Grerman  language,  upon  her  happy 
arrival.  He  then  saluted  in  the  same  manner  the 
Prussian  lady  who  accompanied  the  Duchess,  and  had 
ridden  with  her  all  the  way  in  the  royal  carriage. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  of  Clarence  hastened 
away  with  the  pleasing  intdligence  to  the  rest  of  the 
family  at  Buckingham  House ;  where,  at  nine  o'clock, 
the  Duke  of  York  was  introduced  to  the  King  and 
Queen  by  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  Duchess,  how- 
ever, being  somewhat  indisi>osed,  after  seeing  the 
Prince  and  Duke  of  Clarence,  was  attended  by  Dr. 
*Warren,  upon  whose  recommendation  she  retired  to 
repose. 

On  Sunday  at  noon  the  Duke  of  York  walked 
to  Carlton  House,  and  retunied  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  staid  at  York  House  more  than  an  hour. 
Meanwhile,  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  town  con- 
tinued to  leave  their  cards ;  but  no  persons  whatever 
were  introduced  to  the  Duchess. 

At  about  a  quarter  before  four  the  Prince  of  Wales 
arrived  again,  and  within  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
his  roya)  highness  handed  the  Duchess  to  his  carriage. 
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the  Duke  of  York  and  Duke  of  Clarence  follotriiig  them. 
The  Dnchess  of  course  bad  the  right  hand  seat  of  the 
coach^  and  the  Prince  sat  by  her ;  the  Duke  of  York 
sittii^  opposite  the  bride^  and  the  Doke  of  Clarence  to 
the  Prince.  There  was  no  guard  at  the  house ;  but  an 
officer  of  the  guards^  being  one  of  the  Duke's  household, 
attended  uncovered  at  the  door  of  the  carriage  several 
minutes  before  their  appearance.  The  populace,  when 
the  Duchess  came  out,  spontaneously  took  off  their 
hats,  and  set  up  anch  a  shout,  that  her  royal  highness, 
who  had  so  recently  witnessed  .the  incivility  of  repub^ 
lican  manners,  turned  pale  and  trembled ;  but  being 
assured  by  the  Prince  that  this  was  the  ebullition  of 
loyal  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  people,  she  assumed 
courage,  smiled  graciously,  and  bowed  repeatedly. 

Two  officers  followed  in  the  Duke's  carriage  to 
Buckingham  House,  wh^re  the  Duchess  had  been  in- 
vited ta  dine  with  the  Queen.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
poryd  party,  the  Duchess  of  York  was  conducted  by 
the  Prince  of  Wales  on  her  right  hand,  and  the  Duke 
of  York  on  her  left,  into  the  grand  drawing-room, 
where  sat  the  King,  Queen,  and  six  princesses.  As 
soon  as  her  royal  highness  entered,  the  whole  family 
sose,  and  the  Duchess,  advancing  a  fevir  steps  into  the 
room,  dropped  upon  her  knees;  but  the  King  and 
Queen  immediately  stepped  forward,  together  with  the 
IHrincesses,  and,  raising  the  illustrious  stranger,  em- 
braced her  most  affectionately. 

At  five  the  royal  p&rty  passed  from  the  drawing  to 
the  dining  room,  where  their  Majesties,  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
and  the  six  princesses,  all  dined  together. 

On  Tuesday  evening  following,  their  Majesties,  ac« 
4X>mpanied  by  the  Princess  Royal  and  Princess  Augusta, 
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in  one  coach,  and  the  princesses  Elizabeth,  Maty, 
Sophia,  and  Amelia,  attended  by  lady  Charlotte  Finch^ 
in  another,  paid  a  Tisit  to  York  Honse,  where  they 
were  received  by  the  Duke  and  Dachess>  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  attended  by  the 
officers  of  the  household. 

After  reciprocal  salutations  in  the  Great  Hall,  theii 
Majesties  and  the  princesses  were  led  to  the  lower 
apartment  fronting  the  Park,  where  tea,  coffee,  and 
other.fefireshments,  were  prepared.  The  ceremonial  on 
this  occasion  was  thus : — ^Tea  and  coffee,  introduced  by 
the  servants  in  waiting,  received  by  gentlemen  of  the 
Duke's  establishment^  wfap  handed  the  same  to  his 
royal  higliness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  presented  by 
him  to  the  King.  Anotlier,  received  by  the  Duke,  was 
handed  by  him  to  the  Duchess,  and  presented  by  her 
to  the  Queen.  At  a  quarter  after  ten  their  Majesties 
and  the  princesses  returned  to  the  Queen's  house ;  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York,  and 
the  Duke  of  Clarence,  attending  them  to  the  carriage. 

The  ceremony  of  a  re-marriage,  according  to  the 
ritual  of  the  established  church  of  this  kingdom,  was 
rendered  indispensable  by  the  Royal  Marriage  Act; 
which  directs  diat  his  Majesty's  consent  shall  not 
only  pass  the  great  seal,  but  shall  also  be  set  out  in 
the  license  and  register  of  marriage.  His  Majesty's 
consent  did  pass  the  great  seal,  at  Weymouth,  on 
the  y&cj  day. preceding  tiie  ceremonial  at  Berlin:  but 
the  lattMT  direction  of  the  statute  could  only  be  com- 
plied with  in  this  country,  as  our  archbishop  had  no 
authority  to  grant  a  license  for  the  solemnization  of 
a  marriage  in  Prussia ;  nor  could  a  marriage  be  regis- 
tered, except  in  the  parish  or  place  where  it  was  per«- 
tomed. 
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Such  being  the  provision  of  the  law  for  the  secarity 
of  the  state,  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  28d  of 
November,  was  appointed  for  the  ceremony  to  take 
place  at  the  Queen's  palace.  Accordingly,  at  seven 
o'clock  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  (Dr.  Moore,)  the 
bishop  of  London,  (Dr.  Porteus,)  and  the  lord  chan- 
cellor Thurlow,  arrived  at  Buckingham  House:  the 
archbishop  attended  by  two  pages  and  his  train- 
bearer  ;  and  the  lord  chanceDor  in  his  full  robes,  with 
the  great  seal  of  England  carried  helore  him,  and  his 
train  borne. 

At  half-past  eight  o'clock  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  York,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 
entered  the  palace,  and  were  immediately  conducted 
to  her  Majesty's  drawing-room.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  two  prelates  and  the  chancellor  were  in  a  separate 
room  for  near  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  preparing  the 
form  of  the  register. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  bishops  and  chancellor,  having 
intimated  that  they  were  ready,  were  admitted  into 
the  drawing-room;  upon  which  the  procession,  at- 
tended by  the  officers  of  the  chapel  royal,  proceeded 
to  the  grand  saloon;  where  books  of  the  marriage 
ceremony  were  ddivered  to  all  the  royal  family  by  the 
archbiffhop.  A  table  was  here  provided,  which  had 
formerly  been  used  at  the  ceremony  of  christemng  the 
royal  children;  but,  at  the  desire  of  the  archbishop, 
another  table  was  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  saloon, 
so  as  to  foim  an  altar,  and  narrow  enough  for  his 
grace  to  reach  across  and  join  the  hands  of  the  royal 
pair. 

At  half-past  nine  the  ceremony  was  performed  by 
the  archbishop,  assisted  by  the  bishop  of  London,  his 
Majesty  standing  at  one  end  of  the  altar,  and  her 


MEMOIR   OP  THE   ][>UKE  OP   YORK.  177 

MTajesty  at  the  other  extremity;  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  York  being  in  the  centre ;  the  archbishop 
opposite  to  (hem;  the  lord  chancellor  standing  be- 
hind his  grace;  the  Prince  of  Wales  next  the  Duchess; 
and  the  Duke  of  Clarence^  close  to  his  brother  of 
York.  The  princesses  were  seated  on  chairs  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  altar.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
gave  the  bride  away;  and  as  soon  as  the  religions 
service  was  finished,  the  Duchess  of  York  went  to  his 
Majesty,  and  attempted  to  kneel,  which  the  King 
with  scmie  difficulty  prevented,  and,  raising  her  in  his 
arms,  embraced  her  most  affectionately. 

The  certificate  of  the  marriage  was  then  signed  by 
their  Majesties,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Dake  of 
Clarence,  and  lastly,  by  the  chancellor ;  after  which, 
his  lordship  with  the  prelates  retired,  and  instantly 
left  the  palace. 

The  royal  family  now  returned  to  the  drawing-room; 
and  at  a  few  minutes  before  eleven  o'clock,  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  went  back  to  their  own  house,  accom- 
panied by  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of  Clarence, 
an  elegant  supper  having  been  provided  for  their 
entertainment. 

On  this  interesting  occasion,  the  Duchess  of' York 
was  dressed  in.  white  satin,  with  tassels  and  fringe  of 
gold,  and  a  profusion  of  diamonds.  In  her  head-dress 
she  wore  feathers,  and  three  brilliant  pins,  which  were 
presented  to  her  by  the  King  at  the  preceding  visit. 
The  whole  royal  family  also  presented  the  Duchess  with 
a  most  elegant  and  valuable'  assortment  of  diamonds, 
consisting  of  ear-rings,  necklace,  and  other  ornaments. 
The  Duke  was  in  his  regimentals,  the  Prince  wore  a 
chocolate-coloured  suit,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence  was 
in  his  full  uniform. 

z 
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On  Thursday  the  24th^  her  Majesty  held  an  extra 
drawing-room^  for  the  purpose  of  pablicly  receiving 
the  Duchess  of  York.  At  three  o'clock  her  royal 
highness  wtnt  to  St.  James's  palace  in  her  state 
coach;  accompanied  by  the  Duke^  and  attended  by 
lady  Anne  Fitzroy,  escorted  by  a  party  of  Life  Guards. 
Upon  her  royal  highness's  arrival,  she  went  first  to 
her  Majesty's  apartments,  who  was  waiting  to  receive 
her.  After  paying  her  respects  to  the  Queen,  she 
returned  through  the  guard  chamber,  and  went  into 
the  drawing-room,  where,  after  paying  her  respects  to 
the  King,  and  graciously  condescending  to  gratify  the 
curiosity  of  the  l)rilliant  circle  that  had  assembled  on 
the  occasion,  for  about  half  an  hour,  she  withdrew 
with  lady  Fitzroy,  and  returned  to  York  House. 

The  dress  of  her  royal  highness,  oil  this  occasion, 
was  remarkably  splendid.  The  shape  and  train  were 
composed  of  a  white  tissue,  spotted  very  richly  with 
silver,  and  trimmed  with  broad  silver  fringes,  there 
being  also  a  fall  of  the  same  half  way  down  the  arm, 
trimmed  in  like  manner:  the  sleeves  were  of  white 
satin  decorated  with  silver  foil,  and  the  bottom  ter- 
minated in  an  edging  of  diamonds :  the  stomacher  was 
of  white  satin ;  and  at  the  top  was  a  very  large  bow 
of  brilliants,  with  a  splendid  lacing  of  the  same,  which 
nearly  covered  the  stomacher.  The  petticoat  was  of 
white  satin,  covered  with  crape,  richly  spotted  and 
sprigged  with  silver,  tied  in  festoons  with  silver 
flowers,  and  tastefully  trimmed  and  decorated  with 
silver  fringe.  The  Duchess's  hair  was  dressed  high, 
and  ornamented  in  a  very  rich  style,  being  decorated 
with  white  feathers  and  gauae,  crape  and  blond ;  on 
the  left  side  was  a  very  large  double  sprig  of  brilliants 
of  uncommon  lustre;  while  a  bandeau  of  brilliants 


MBMOIR  OP  THE  DUKB  OP  YORK.       179 

encircled  the  right  part  of  the  head-dress,  to  which 
were  added  the  three  diamond  pins,  set  to  resemble 
stars^  that  had  been  presented  to  her  royal  highness 
by  the  King.  She  also  wore  the  diamond  ear-rings 
presented  to  her  by  the  Queen,  and  a  number  of  other 
rich  ornaments  of  brilliants,  which  sparkled  with  un- 
common lustre. 

The  Duke  of  York  was  in  his  regimentals,  and  he 
also  wore  a  great  number  of  diamonds:  but  what 
attracted  most  notice,  was  his  sabre,  which  was  a 
present  from  the  king  of  Prussia,  of  great  value. 

All  the  royal  family,  except  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom, wore  elegant  sOver  favours;  and  the  rest  of 
the  company  strove,  by  the  costliness  of  their  dress,  to 
do  honour  to  the  illustrious  stranger. 

Scarcely  had  this  addition  been  made  to  the  royal 
family,  than  a  question  arose,  of  no  4ess  grave  import 
than — ^the  precise  rank  to  which  her  highness  of  York 
was  entitled  to  take  in  this  country.  This  subject 
having  engaged  much  attention,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  court  circle,  it  was  resolved  by  their  Majesties  to 
have  the  point  settled  by  the  college  of  arms.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  question  was  submitted  to  the  learned 
professors  of  blazonry,  who,  after  turning  over  many 
ponderous  volumes,  and  examining  a  number  of  pre- 
cedents in  the  records  of  the  herald's  office,  gave  their 
judgment, — ^that  rank  dates  from  birth,  and  has  no  rela- 
tion to  marriage;  in  consequence  of  which,  it  was 
decreed,  that  the  princesses  of  England  should  take 
precedence  of  the  princess  of  Prussia. 

The  novelty  of  a  royal  marriage  in  England  gave 
a  peculiar  degree  of  interest  to  the  present  nuptials ; 
and  a  general  expression  of  satisfaction  was  mani- 
fested throughout  the  nation,  at  an  event  from  which 
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much  happmes.s  was  anticipated.  The  corporation  of 
th&  city  of  London  led  the  way  in  addresses  of  con-* 
gratulation,  first  to  the  King,  and  next  to  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  York. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  at  two  o'clock,  the  lord 
mayor,  in  the  city  state  coach,  followed  by  the  sheriffs, 
and  a  numerous  train  of  aldermen,  the  recorder,  and 
two  hundred  common  council  men,'  arrived  at  St. 
James's,  where  they  were  introduced  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  who  sat  in  one  of  Prince  Edward's  apartments, 
on  a  chair  of  state,  when  the  recorder  read  the  address 
as  follows : — 

''May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, — ^We,  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  council  assembled,  ever  fervently 
attached  to  the  House  of  Brunswick,  feel  the  most 
lively  satisfaction  in  approaching  your  Royal  High- 
ness with  our  sincere  congratulations  on  your  mair- 
riage  with  the  Princess  Royal  of  the  august  House  of 
Prussia. 

''  Zealous  as  we  are  on  every  occasion  to  shew  our 
loyalty  and  a,ttachment  to  your  illustrious  Family,  we 
feel  a  peculiar  satisfactipp  in  the  present  opportanity 
to  testify  our  sincere  joy  at  your  Royal  Highness's 
union  with  a  Princess  so  truly  distinguished. 

''  That  a  union  so  auspicious  may  be  a  source  of 
uninterrupted  felicity  to  your  Highness  and  your  royal 
Consort,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the  citiaens  of  London." 
,  To  this  address  the  Duke  returned  the  following 
answer; — 

''  My  I^rd  Mayor  and  Grentlemen^-^I  return  you  my 
most  hearty  thanks  for  thia  address,  so  full  of  senti- 
ments of  attachment  to  the  House  of  Brunswick,  and 
at*  affection  to  me. 
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**  Yonr  expressions  of  joy  on  the  occasion  of  my 
inarria^^e,  give  me  the  highest  satisfaction ;  and  the 
city  of  London  may  rely  npon  my  unabathig  zeal  for 
their  welfare  and  prosperity,  and  on  my  constant 
endeavours  to  preserve  their  affection  and  regard." 

The  lord  mayor  and  his  brethren  were  theh  intro- 
duced to  the  Duchess,  who  sat  on  a  chair  of  state  in 
one  of  the  apartments  on  the  Queen's  side,  with  her 
attendants  on  each  hand.  The  recorder  then  read  and 
presented  the  following  address,  which  was  received 
very  graciously : — 

"  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, — We,  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  council  assembled,  with  peculiar 
satisfaction  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  greet 
your  Royal  Highness  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this  king- 
dom, and  to  offer  our  warmest  compliments  of  con- 
gratulation on  your  auspicious  nuptials  with  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

"Truly  happy  to  testify  how  sincerely  we  parti- 
cipate in  the  general  joy  of  your  Royal  Highness's 
union  with  an  illustrious  son  of  our  beloved  sovereign, 
we  cannot  but  express  our  ardent  wish  that  you  may 
long  experience  every  degree  of  felicity  which  can 
result  from  so  distinguished  an  alliance." 

To  this  address  the  Duchess  returned  the  follow- 
ing answer  :— 

"  My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, — I  thank  you  for 
your  congratulations,  so  expressive  of  love  and  duty 
to  the  King  our  sovereign,  and  of  affection  to  the 
Duke  of  York  and  myself.  They  make  impression  on 
my  mind,  and  it  shall  be  my  constant  and  unremitting 
study  to  continue  to  deserve  the  esteem  of  the  city  of 
London." 
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On  the  21st  of  this  month,  Richmond  House,  in  the 
Privy  Garden,  was  burnt  to  the  ground ;  but  a  great 
part  of  the  Valuable  furniture,  the  whole  of  the  library,- 
papers,  and  most  of  the  pictures  and  curiosities,  were 
saved,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  exertions  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  at  the  first  alarm  hastened  to  the 
spot  with  about  three  hundred  of  the  Coldstream  regi- 
ment, and  kept  oflf  the  mob.  During  the  conflagra- 
tion, a  favourite  spaniel,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  was  observed  at  the  window  of  an  apart- 
ment, jumping,  and  endeavouring  to  force  his  way 
through  the  glass.  On  his  grace  offering  a  reward  to 
any  person  that  would  save  the  dog,  a  waterman,  by 
means  of  ladders  fastened  together,  mounted  to  the 
window,  threw  up  the  sash,  and,  at  the  risk  of  his 
own  life,  brought  the  animal  down  safe.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond  gave  the  man  ten  guineas,  and  the  Duke 
of  York  one,  for  this  act  of  courage. 

London  never  exhibited  a  gayer  appearance  than 
during  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  season ;  and  the  cele* 
bration  of  her  Majesty's  birth-day,  in  January,  sur- 
passed, in  splendour  of  dress  and  equipage,  every 
thing  of  the  kind  that  had  been  witnessed  for  many 
years. 

The  circle  in  the  drawing-room  consisted  of  the 
King,  Queen,  Princesses,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  York,  Duke  of  Clarence,  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  Prince  William  of  Gloucester,  and  his 
sister  the  Princess  Sophia,  the  foreign  ministers, 
officers  of  state,  and  a  numerous  circle  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry. 

Between  twelve  and  one  the  company  began  to 
assemble,  occupying  chiefly  the  three  antechambers, 
when  a  few  persons,  as  the  crowd  increased,  passed 
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ipto  the  drawing-room  itself,  tliougli  contrary  to  eti- 
quette. A  great  number  of  the  principal  nobility 
came  early,  and  about  two  o'clock,  when  the  arrival 
of  their  Majesties  and  princesses  was  announced,  the 
lane  through  which  they  passed  was  formed  by  six 
or  seven  rows  in  each  apartment.  As  his  Majesty 
went  along  this  avenue  to  the  drawing-room,  he  noticed 
the  persons  of  fashion  on  both  sides^  but  without 
stopping  for  conversation. 

The  Queen,  however,  spoke  for  one  or  two  minutes 
to  almost  every  one  known  to  her  Majesty ;  and  the 
right  side  of  the  last  antechamber  was  nearly  occu- 
pied by  ladies,  with  whom  she  conversed  separately, 
and  with  great  affability,  for  some  time. 

The  drawing-room  filled  immediately  after  the  royal 
entry,  when  the  King  remained  on  the  right  side,  and 
the  Queen  on  the  left,  very  near  the  doors,  and  with- 
out approaching  the  throne.  , 

By  this  time  the  crowd  was  so  great,  that  many 
ladies  were  more  than  an  hour  in  passing  from  the 
doors  to  the  circles,  though  not  distant  more  than 
four  yards ;  and  several  being  unable  to  support  the 
fatigUQ,  went  away  without  reaching  them.  The  pres- 
sure was  chiefly  on  the  side  of  the  room  occupied  by 
her  Majesty,  for  there  were  the  princesses,  and  as 
many  ladies  as  could  approach  them,  forming  not 
so  much  a  circle  about  the  Queen,  as  a  lane  extend- 
ing on  her  left,  as  far  as  the  Princess  Sophia,  the  most 
distant  of  the  royal  group. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  entered  the  drawing-room  at 
five  minutes  before  four;  the  Duke  and  Duchess. of 
York  in  about  ten  minutes  alter ;  and  the  Prince  of 
Wales  nearly  at  the  same  time.  The  Prince  and  his 
two  brothers,  after  paying  their  respects,  went  to  dis- 
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tant  parts  of  the  room,  and  were  surrounded  by  circles 
of  .their  friends.  The  Duchess  of  York,  during  the 
short  time  of  her  stay,  remained  with  the  Queen ;  but 
her  royal  highness,  soon  after  her  arrival,  became  in- 
disposed, and,  on  going  into  the  antechamber,  faint* 
od  away.  Hartshorn  and  water  were  immediately 
brought ;  and  when  her  royal  highness  was  sufficiently 
fecoveeed,  sha  went  home. 

The  Duchess,  this  being  her  first  appearance  at 
court  on  a  birth-day,  was  more  magnificently  dressed 
than  she  bad  been  since  her  arrival.  All  that  art 
eoiild  accomplish,  as  well  in  elegance  as  in  richness, 
VffLR  displayed ;  and  she  may  be  said,  without  a  quibble, 
to  have  shone  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  The  petti- 
coat was  of  white  crape,  interspersed  with  jewels  in 
the  form  of  stripes,  trimmed  round  the  bottom  with  at 
wreath  of  pineapples  set  in  brilliants,  and  richly  fes- 
tooned with  mosaic  crape,  edged  with  small  wreaths 
of  the  same.  It  was  fastened,  on  the  left  side  with  a 
svperb  diamond  bow ;  the  train  was  of  crape  in  gold, 
and  the  body  Nakara  satin  richly  spangled. 

The  jewelry  worn  by  her  royal  highness  was  sup^ 
posed  to  be  the  finest  collection  in  Europe,  for  the 
diess  of  a  lady.  It  consisted  of  a  necklace  composed 
of  a  single  row  of  brilliants;  a  stomacher  of  three 
festoons  of  large  briUiantd,  and  tassels,  and  a  very 
deep  fringe  of  brilliants  hanging  from  each  festoon ; 
a  pair  of  sleeve  bows  with  large  tassels ;  a  very  large 
diamond  feather  for  the  head-dress ;  a  pair  of  superb 
single-drop  ear-rings,  the  present  of  her  Majesty ;  a 
fen  entirely  of  diamonds,  with  an  ivory  mdunting,  the 
sticks  pierced  and  set  with  brilliants  in  a  mosaic 
pattern ;  but  the  outoide  ones  were  set  with  a  single 
row  of  diamonds,  while  very  large  brilliants  fastened 
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the  fan  at  the  bottom.  The  shoes  were  of  purple 
leather,  ornamented  with  a  running  pattern  of  bril*- 
liants  from  the  toe  to  the  instep,  and  a  row  of  large 
diamonds  round  the  quarters,  with  a  fringe  of  dia- 
monds hung  so  as  to  play  with  the  motion  of  the  foot.^ 

When  her  royal  highness  set  out  from  York  House 
to  go  to  court,  she  was  saluted  with  a  concert  of  mar* 
row-bones  and  cleavers ;  the  inharmonious  sovnd  of 
which  had  such  an  effect  upon  her  nerves,  that  she 
appeared  very  much  alarmed,  till  hec  attendants  suc^ 
ceeded  in  making  her  understand  that  it  was  meant  as 
a  compliment.  She  then  recovered  her  spirits,  and 
courteously  bowed  to  the  performers,  who,  asrwell  as 
the  crowd,  rang  the  air  with  their  acclamations. 

In  the  evening,  at  the  ball,  a  singular  act  of  audacity 
took  place.  While  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  taHdng 
to  the  King,  he  felt  a  quick  pull  at  his  sword,  and  on 
looking  round  perceived  that  the  diamond  guard  of  the 
hilt  was  broken  off,  and  suspended  only  by  a  small 
piece  of  wire,  which,  owii(g  to  its  elasticity,  did  not 
break.  The  person  who  was  supposed  to  have  been 
guilty  of  this  daring  attempt  was  exceedingly  well 
dressed,  and  had  much  the  exterior  of  a  man  of 
fashion.  The  diamonds,  on  the  part  which  was  the 
object  of  attack,  were  worth  three  thousand  pounds. 

On  the  last  day  of  January,  L7S2,  parliament  assem- 
bled, when  the  King  began  his  speech  with  announcing 
the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  his  family,  and 
expressed  his  confidence  that  he  should  be  enabled,  by 
their  concurrence,  to  make  a  suitable  provisidn  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York. : 

After,  the  departure  of  his  Majesty,  motions  were 
made  and  carried,  in  both  houses,  for  addresses  of 
congratulation  to  the  King,  the  Queen,  and  the  royal 
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pair.  To  these  compliments  proper  answers  were 
given ;  and  on  the  seventeentii  of  Febroary^  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  ipreaenied  to  the  commons  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  entered  into  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  King  of  Prussia,  on  the  marriage  of  the  Dnke 
tii  York  and  the  Princess  Frederica.  By  this  oon- 
tiact,  it  appeared  that  his  Prussian  majesty  gave  to 
his  daughter  one  hundred  thousand  crowns;  which 
sum,  in  case  of  her  death  without  issue,  was  to  revert 
to  the  king ; — ^that  his  royal  highness  had  settled  on 
the  princess  four  thousand  a  year,  and  the  interest 
of  six  thousand  pounds  for  pin-money  and  daily  ex- 
penses ;-^that  his  Britannic  Majesty  granted  a  co«m^ 
ter-portion  of  one  hundred  tiiousand  crowns  to  her 
royal  highness,  and  engaged  to  secure  to  the  prin- 
cess, in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Duke,  eight  thousand 
a  year  toir  her  jointure,  with  a  lesidence  and  suitable 
establishment. 

On  the  seventh  of  March,  the  house  ci  commons 
resolved  itself  into  a  conunittee.  Lord  Momington,  now 
Marquis  Wellesley,  in  the  cdiair,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  King's  speech 
which  referred  to  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exdiequer  then  said,  that  the 
satisfiM^tion  which  the  house  had  expressed  on  the 
happy  event  of  the  marriage  of  his  royal  highness  the 
Duke  of  York,  rendered  it  needless  for  him  te  trouble 
the  committee  much  at  length  upon  the  business 
now  before  them.  He  should  be  unpardonable  if  he 
•xpadailed  i|p<m  a  topic  so  well  known,  and  which 
had  received  such  general  concurrence.  The  subject 
now  before  the  committee  was  the  consideration  of  a 
mode  to  enable  his  Migesty  to  make  a  suitable  provi 
Ukm  for  thdr  royal  highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
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ef  Yoik.  The  ¥ray  in  which  he  shonld  propose  that 
lids  should  be  accomplished,  would  be  to  empower 
his  Majesty  to  grant  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fond  the 
sum  of  eighteen  thoasand  pounds  annually;  whieh 
added  to  the  twdive  thousand  already  granted  to  his 
royal  highness  out  of  the  cbni  list,  and  to  seven 
thousand  out  of  the  Irish  revenue,  would  render  the 
amount  of  his  income  thirty-seven  thousand  pounds 
p^  annum.  Lastly,  he  had  to  mention  what  he  hoped 
would  be  a  distant  contingency,  if  the  event  should 
over  happen — that  of  her  royal  highness  surviving 
the  Duke.  In  that  case,  he  should  propose  that  the 
jointure  of  her  royal  highness  should  be  eight  thou- 
sand a  year,  payable  out  of  the  C!onsoIidated  Fund, 
Mr.  Pitt  added,  that  he  should  propose  the  payment 
ci  the  annuity  to  be  computed  iiom  the  fifth  of  July 
1991.  He  concluded  by  moving,  ''That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  tliat  a  sum,  or  sums,  of 
money,  not  exceeding  eighteen  thousand  pounds  in 
the  whole,  be  annually  charged  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  make  provisicm  for  the 
establishment  of  tlieir  royal  highnesses  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  York."  / 

Mr.  Fox  said,  lie  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion, 
nor  did  he  object  to  it  in  any  sort  whatever ;  but  he 
thought,  on  such  an  occasion,  some  principle  should 
be  fixed  and  laid  down,  for  the  satisfaction  and  infer-* 
mation  of  the  public,  as  to  the  species  and  amount 
of  provision  meant  to  be  made  by  that  house  for  the 
^several  sons  of  his  Majesty  on  their  marriage.  He 
desired  to  be  clearly  understood  as  speaking  his  own 
private  individual  sentiments  as  a  member  of  parlia« 
ment,  without  having  consulted  one  person  of  any 
description.    He  put  every  consideration  of  personal 
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respect  or  personal  gratitude/  that  he  ipight  owe  to 
any  branch  of  the  royal  family,  wholly  oat  of  the 
question ;  and  meant  to  speak  with  the  same  indiflfer' 
ence  of  the  royal  personages  to  whom  he  should  allude, 
as  if: they  had  been  princes  who  lived  one  hundred 
years. ago,  or  who  might  live  one  hundred  years  hence. 
Feeling  the  blessings  of  our  excellent  constitution,  and 
rejoicing  that  monarchy  made  so  essential  a  part  of  it, 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  a  handsome  revenue  should  be 
provided  for  the  prince  on  the  throne,  and  for  every 
branch .  of  the  royal  family.  He  declared  he  thou^t 
that,  except  in  an  extreme  case  indeed,  propositions 
of  that  nature  should  always  come  to  that  house  from 
the  crown,  as  the  present  proposition  did ;  and  he  was 
not  of  opinion  that  the  children  of  the^sovereign  should 
be  completely  independent  of  the  crown,  but  that  the 
King's  civil  list  should  be  given  with  a  view  to  enable 
his  Majesty  to  male  such  provisions  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  might  require.  While  the  relation  of  father 
and  son  continued  to  exist,  Mr.  Fox  thought  the 
princes  might  be  safely  left  in  some  sort  of  dependence 
on  the  crown;  but  that  a  mcnre  distant  relationship 
between  the  princes  and  the  crown  ought  to  be  looked 
to  as  a  case  perfectiy  possible  to  happen,  and  in  that 
case  the  princes  ought  neither  to  be  left  to  depend 
entirely  on  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  nor  on  the  wUl 
of  parliament.  With  respect  to  provision  for  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  the  first  question,  when  appli* 
cation  was  made  to  parliament,  would  naturally  be— 
Is  the  civil  list  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  fully  main- 
taining, and  supporting  them?  He  presumed  that  it 
was  not;  or  they  should  not  hear  of  any  motion  of  this 
kind.  The  house  should  make  up  th^r  opinion  on 
this  point,  before  they  detennined  on  measures  of  this 
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nature.  If  the  ciyil  list  was  not  adequate,  and  if  the 
care  and  control  of  the  maintenance  of  the  princes 
shonld  be  vested,  in  his  Majesty,  then  the  civil  list 
oQ([^t  to  be  augmented,  and  made  adequate  to  that 
purpose.  He  thought  that, .  in  this  case,  some  line 
ought  to  be  drawn,  and  some  solid  principle  adopted. 
The  present  motion,  Mr.  Fox  said,  if  he  understood  it 
correctly,  meant  to  give  the  Duke  of  York  an  annuity 
of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  exclusive  of  what  his  rOyal  highness 
had  from  his  Majesty's  civil  list,  and  was  to  have 
further  from  Ireland.  These  sums,  amounted,  in  his 
mind,  to  a  handsome  provision;  but  it  was  to  be 
remembered,  that,  upon  setting  off  in  life,  the  prince 
must  necessarily  incur  a  very  considerable  expense, 
for  which  a  provision  of  not  one  shilling  was  made. 
Now  in  what  situation  was  the  Duke  ?  He  arrives,  at 
maturity,  and  marries ;  and  is  to  have  an  establishment 
for  his  family,  for  which  purpose  we  give  him.  nothing 
but  a  mere  annuity.  He  believed  that  the  most  nar- 
row in  their  way  of  thinking,  and  the  most  rigid  econo- 
mists, must  aUow  that  a  town  residence  was  necessary 
for  his  royal  highness,  and  that  too  a  splendid  one, 
and  that  also  he  should  have  one  equally  splendid  in 
the  country.  What  was  the  case  here  ?  The  Duke  of 
York  was  to  have  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  annuity, 
and  that  was  all.  What  was  he  to  have  for  fitting  up 
his  dwelling?  What  sum  of  money  was  he  to  set  off 
witht  Parliament  gave  him  a  certain  sum  by  way  of 
income,  and  might  say  it  was  sufficient.  True,  but 
then  they  left  him  to  provide  the  means  of  beginning 
life  as  he  could.  How  was  he  to  raise  money  for  this 
purpose  ?  The  only  property  he  had  by  this. resolution 
was  an  annuity,  on  which  he  would  be  compelled  to 
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raise  money.    Was  tbis  tbe  proper  way  to  make  pro<- 
yisioQ  for  a  splendid  prince? 

Mr.  Fox  then  expatiated  on  the  bad  and  nsurions 
terms  on  which  money  was  usually  raised^  when  bor- 
rowed on  a  life  estate  or  annuity ;  and  thence  inferred, 
that  some  consideration  was  due  to  that  circumstance, 
and  that  the  house  ought  not  to  conceive,  when  they 
fixed  on  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year  as  the 
amount  of  the  annuity  in  question,  that  they  voted  his* 
nyjral  highness  the  Duke  of  York  a  clear  eighteen 
thousfimd  a  year.  He  concluded,  that  by  obliging  a 
prince  to  borrow  money  immediately  on  his  annuity, 
they  put  him  in  the  way  of  temptation,  involved  him 
in  difficulties,  and  taught  him  to  be  a  bad  economist  t 
and,  the  age  of  the  Duke  of  York,  as  Mr.  Fox  observed, 
was  not  a  time  of  liie  when  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
much  economy,  or  particular  attention  to  his  own  pri-« 
vate  affairs.  He  wished  the  house  to  lay  down  a  prin-* 
ciple  for  the  provision  of  suitaMe  residences  for  tiie 
princes  of  tlie  blood  royal,  or  to  grant  a  sufficient  sum 
for  ttie  purpose.  He  argued  against  the  house,  on  so 
important  an  occasion,  doing  any  tiling  that  would 
look  like  limiting  tiie  marriages  of  tiie  myal  fhmily ; 
rmnarUag,  that  if  they  should  have  in  their  addnesses 
regard  to  what  was  called  additional  security  to  tiia 
Pmtestant  succession,  that  it  would  become  the  house,- 
as  well  out  of  affection  for  the  royal  fitmily,  as 
fiom  a  reverence  for  the  constitution,  to  vote  an  ade- 
quate support.  He  did  ,not  approve  of  the  practice 
wluch  subjected  princes  to  perpetual  application  to 
paittament,  without  any  thing  like  a  principle  to  govern 
these  applications.  There  should  be  provision  for  the 
issue  of  this  fiunily.  Heie  they  were  placed  in  a 
woKse  sitaatioa  than. any  private  family  in  Eoglandi 
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Eitlier  the  immediatB  descendants  fiom  the  throne, 
at  least,  should  be  ptotided  for  by  a  resQlaticm  of  that 
house,  or  by  the  dvil  list;  and  if  the  civil  list  was  not 
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eqaal  to  that  end,  it  should  be  made  so. 

It  might  be  said,  if  these  were  his  opinions,  why  did 
he  not  move  something  on  the  subject?  He  certainly 
woold  more  nothing,  for  the  reason  he  had  already 
stated;  namely,  that,  generally  speaking,  he  thought 
all  such  matters  came  more  properly  from  the  crown^ 
and  because  it  belonged  to  every  man  to  regulate  his 
own  conduct  by  such  rules  as  he  thought  right.  It 
was  sufficient  for  him  to  have  stated  his  opinion. 

The  chanoeHor  of  the  exchequer  agreed  with  Mr*  Fok 
in  most  of  the  topics  advanced  on  this  subject ;  par«- 
ticularly,  that  points  of  this  nature  shoidd  originate 
with  the  crown.  He  had  it  not  in  command,  however, 
fiom  his  Majesty,  to  make  any  other  proposals  thaar 
those  already  submitted  to  the  committee;  and^  not 
iutving  received  any  other  commands^  it  would  he  the 
height  of  presumption  in  Urn  to  make  any  of  his  own 
mind ;  and  he  believed  the  house'  sddom  fiolt  itself 
inclined  to  go  beyond  tiie  point  recommended  by  his 
Majesty  in  these  cases :  but  there  .was  one  particular 
on  which  he  thought  it  became  him  io  give  his  opinion; 
and  which  had  been  alluded  tp  by  the  tight  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  spoken^  **  Whether  the  esta^ 
Uisbment  in  questiim  would  be  defrayed  oat  of  the  dvil 
Ust,  and  whether  the  other  branches  of  the  royal  fiuoily 
dM>uld  be  provided  for  by  parliam«it  V*  The  answer 
was  evident  from  the  tenour  of  a  message  which  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  charged  with  fiom  the  crown  last 
year,  respecimg  the  estahlidiment  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Duke  of  CSarence.  In  that  message,  his  Majesty 
had  stated  the  insnfficieney  of  the  civil  list  topsovide 
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for  the  younger  branches  of  the  royal  fitmily.  This 
was  clear  proof  that  the  civil  list  was  not  adequate  to 
the  purpose.  It  was  upon  that  ground  gentlemen  had 
voted  twelve  thousand  pounds  a  year  to  the  Duke  q€ 
Clarence.  He  therefore  took  it  for  granted,  that  the 
house  allowed  the  inadequacy  of  the  civil  list  for  any 
establishment  of  the  branches  of  the  royal  family; 
and  now  he  put  it  to  the  committee,  whether  there 
could  remain  a  doubt  on  that  point  ?  or  whether,  if  it 
was  inadequate  to  the  supporting  of  the  Duke  of  Cla<- 
rence  with  twelve  thousand  a  year,  it  was  possible,  to 
pay  out  of  it  eighteen  thousand  a  year  to  the  Duke  of 
York  ?  The  truth  certainly  was>  that  the  civil  list 
was  not  more  than  adequate  to  the  ordinary  expendi- 
ture  of  the  civil  government. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox  that  it  was 
not  right  the  royal  family  should  be  entirely  dependent 
on  the  King ;  but  that,  he  observed,  was  not  precisdy 
the  subject  then  before  them,  and  he  should  not,  on 
such  an  occasion,  presume  to  offer  a  syllable  to  the 
conmiittee,  which  he  had  not  expressly  in  command 
from  his  Majesty  to  state.  The  time  might  hereafter 
come  likewise,  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
some  provision  for  the  issue  of  their  royal  highnesses. 
As  to  the  Duke's  residence  in  town  and  country,  that 
was  a  subject  indifferent  to  the  purpose  of  the  day ; 
and  besides,  it  was  known  that  his  royal  higluaess  was 
provided  with  two  houses  before  his  marriage ;  and  the 
honourable  gentlemen  should  recollect,  that  the  an- 
nuity was  to  take  date  from  the  fifth  of  July,  1791.  One 
half  year  of  the  annuity  was  already  due,  which  might 
be  applied  to  any  object  his  royal  highness  pleased. 
As  to  the  supposed  increase  of  the  royal  progeny  by 
-the  marriage,  no  man  could  receive  greater  gratificatioQ 
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imd  happiness  than  he  should  when  it  became  Tealized« 
Mr.  Pitt  fititber  said»  that  the  eighteen  thousand  a 
year  was  not  an  annuity  for  life ;  but  that  the  vote 
went  to  enable  his  Majesty,  daring  his  pleasure/  to 
allow  the  Duke  of  York  a  provision  not  exceeding 
that  sum  yearly.  He  concluded  with  obsetving,  that) 
fq  bringing  forward  the  resolutions  now  under  con- 
sideration,  he  had  merely  discharged  the  duty  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  his  Majesty  and  the  Duke  of  York ; 
and  that  beyond  tiie  limits  prescribed,  he  had  no  au- 
ihority  to  advance. 
^  Mr.  Fox  rose  to  explain.  He  avowed  the  most  sin^ 
cere  affection  for  every  branch  of  the  royal  family; 
and  persisted  in  the  rectitude  of  his  observations.  He 
said,  that,  under  the  tight  honourable  gentleman's  ex- 
planation, the  case  of  his  royal  highness  was  still  more 
hard  than  he  had  imagined,  since  he  now  understood 
it  was  not  an  annuity  for  life,^  upon  which  he  might 
borrow  money»  that  his  royal  highness  was  to  have ; 
but  one  during  the  King's  pleasure,  upon  which  he 
eould  not  raise  sixpence.  Mr.  Fox  reasoned  upon 
this  with  some  earnestness,  and  asked,  if  it  was  not 
decoying  a  prince  into  extravagance  and  distress  to 
say,  '^  Here's  a  sum  which  you  shaD  have  as  an  an- 
nuity to  live  on,"  when,  in  fact,  a  considerable  part  o^ 
(hat  annuity  mnst  be  sunk*  in  the  first  iiistance,  to 
enable  the  Duke  to  set  off  with ;  as  it  were,  to  begin 
the  world.  He  observed^  that  his  royal  highness 
could  gain  but  little  by  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  called  the  half-year's  annuity  in  advance^ 
for  the  Duke  had  now  been  married  five  or  six  months^ 
and  consequently  had  been^  during  all  that  time,  at 
additional  expense.  But  even  supposing  that  he  had 
the  fidl  half-year  in  hand,  both  of  the  Bnglirtt  and 
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Irish  annuities,  it  would  amount  to  no  more  than 
twelve  tiiousand  five  hundred  pounds ;  a  sum  greatly 
inadequate  to  the  purchase  of  two  houses/ and .  the 
fiirnishing  of  them.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
could  not  be  truly  serious,  when  he  said  it  was  well 
known  that'  the  Duke  had  a  town  and  a  country  resi- 
dence before  he  was  married :  for  as  his  royal  highness 
never  had  received  any  grant  for  purchasing  and  fur- 
nishing them,  he  must  of  course  have  done  bpth  upon 
credit,  and  was  consequentiiy  obliged  to  pay  interest 
for  the  money.  He  therefore  hoped  an  amendment 
would  be  made,  by  suggesting  a  mode  better  calcu- 
lated to  answer  the  desired  effect. 

A  similar  train  of  argument  was  made  use  of  in  the 
house  of  lords  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  but  without 
producing  any  change  in  the  measure^  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  all  carried  as  originally  pit>pbsed. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  this  settlement,  and 
certainly,  as  compared  with  some  others  of  a  recent 
date,  it  was  far  enough  from  being  splendid ;  it  exhi-. 
bited,  in  every  respect,  a  striking  contrast  to  the'par- 
simonious  spirit  of  the  Prussian  government.  The 
marriage  portion  of  the  Duchess^  considering  her  ranL 
as  princess  royal,  and  the  immense  wealth  which 
Frederick  the  Great  left'behind  him,  was  contemptible. 
But  this  was  a  marriage  of  pure  affection ;  and  it  should 
be  remembered,  that  the  King  of  England  covered  the 
portion  of  her  royal  highness  with  a  sum  of  equal 
amount,  besides  bestowing  upon  the  ]^ung  couple 
donations  fully  adequate  to  their  outset  in  life;  but 
of  which,  as  the  nation  was  not  burdened,  it  had 
no  right  t0  call  for  an  account. 

All  this,  however,  was  not  unknown  to  Mr.  Fbx, 
nor  was  be  a  stranger  to  the  fact  that  the  two  royal 
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residences  alluded  to^  were  already  purchased  and 
secured  as  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  York.  Still 
it  nlust  be  admitted  that  there  was  much  cogent  argu* 
.  ment  in  what  was  stated  respecting  the  propriety 
of  a  specific  grant  by  way  of  outfit ;  and  it  is  rather 
extraordinary,  that  the-  forcible  point  of  view  in 
which  Mr.  Fox  put  the  case,  did  not  make  a  stronger 
impression  upon  the  minister  and  the  house.  Pro- 
bably it  was  thought  that  the  private  situation  of 
the  Duke  did  not  render  such  an  additional  vote  at 
all  necessary  ;  and  further  it  was  to  be  considered, 
that  his  royal  highness  derived  emoluments  from  the' 
profession  to  which  he  belonged,  with  a  prospect  of 
still  furtlusr  advantages. 

Though  the  royal  nuptials  had  an  exhilarating  effect 
on  the  fashionable  world,  the  genius  of  song  was  mute 
in  the  midst  of  the  general  gaiety  which  the  novelty 
inspired.  Even  the  muses  of  Isis  and  Cam  were 
silent  on  an  occasion,  which,  more  than  others,  might 
have  been  expected  to  have  produced  epithalamiums 
in  abundance.  But,  strange  to  say,  nefitber  English 
ode  nor  sonnet  appeared  in  honour  of  a  union  that 
promised  such  felicity ;  and  the  only  verses  that  can 
be  now  recollected,  were  the  following,  written  by 
Hannah  Cowley,  and  introduced  into  an  Epilogue  to 
the  dramatic  entertainment  of  "  A  Day  in  Turkey.- 


Now  we  know  a  Prince  can  crom  the  seas 
l^o  obtain  a  Wife,  a  nation's  hearts  to  please. 
''  Hie  age  of  chivaliy"  again  returns. 
And  love  with  all  its  ancient  splendour  bums  : 
Yes — T^l  the  rapt  orator  whose  magic  pen 
So  late  chastised  the  new-found  Rights  of  Men — 
Whoiear'd  that  honour,  courage,  love,  were  lost, 
And  Europe's  glories  in  the  whirlwind  tost ; 
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fell  bim  ^heroic  enlevpriae''  dnll  sliU  survive. 
And  **  toyal^  to  sex''  remain  alive  ^ 
^  The  unbou^t  grace  of  life''  again  we  find. 
And  ^  proud  submission'^  fills  the'pablic  mind 
Xow'ids  Her,  now  borne  to  Britain's  happy  coast — 
A  husband^  honour,  and  a  nation's  boast : 
V  Just  lighted  on  this  ocb  the  vision  shines, 
^  Scarce  seems  to  t^aidh,"  and  aa  it  moves  refines  I 
Oh,  may  she  long  adorn  this  chosen  isle. 
Where  the  best  gifts  of  &te  mioeasing  smile  I 
When  ^  like  the  morning  star''  9X  wondrous  height. 
She  soars  at  lengtti  beyond  this  world  and  night ; 
Still  may  yoor  blesnngs  to  her  name  be  given, 
ItThile  soft'Sie  6des  into  her  native  heaven  1 

it  is  hardly  Bjecessary  to  tell  the  readerj^  that  the 
j^sages  distinguished  by  inverted  commas,  weve 
taken  from  the  splendid  monument  of  Burke's  immor- 
tal geniuSj  then  just  published,  the  ''Reflections  on 
the  Frencl)^  Bevolution ;'"  wherein  that  great  writer  de* 
scribed  the  effect  produced  upon  him  on  first  seeing 
the  illrfated  Maria  Antoinette  of  Austria^  the  wife  of 
{x>uis  the  Sixteenth  of  France. 

Bat  if  the  British  muses  were  backward  in  cele- 
l^rating  tUs  fdliance,  an  Epithalamium  in  Hebrew 
metre  came  out  upon  the  subject;  but  whether  the 
performance  oi  an  Israelite  or  a  Christian,  we  are 
i^ot  informed.  Of  this  piece,  the  foUowmg  ia  a  litefat 
translation : — 

When  Jdiovah  had  created  Adam,  and  placed  him  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden,^  blessed  him  exoeedingly,  and  gaxfe  him  % 
virtuous  Wife. 

A  virtaous  Wife  is  above  every  gift,  above  gold  and  silver- 
Bden  itself  would  have  been  a  desolate  land,  if  there  had  been  no 
help  for  Adam  in  it. 

Happy  is  the  man  that  findeth  a  virtuous  and  prudent  Wife. 
Most  happy  ait  thoU,  O  Prince^  who  hast  found  this  viigin. 
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MaM  the  d«u#iler  of  a  grwt  King,  of  fiiir  comilenance,  of  a 
good  heart !  Behold,  the  cometh  all  serious,  united  to  thee  m 
thia  bands  of  love  I 

Now  ye  are  joined  ^  hand  and  heart,  walk  in  all  the  wa^  of 
Jdiovah,  like  our  gracious  King  and  Queen^  blessed  with  peace 
•     and  prosperity. 

BktMd  may  ye  be  with  the  findt  of  tfie  womb,  for  this  k  the 
gift  of  God  I  May  your  90OB  and  daqghteis  be  as  the  ofif!e  trees 
round  about  your  taUe  \ 

Being  fiill  of  years,  may  you  go  down  to  the  grave  in  peace ! 
and  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  enjoy  pleasures  for  ever- 
more! 

Wl^e  Britain  was  thus  exUbiting  to  the  world  a 
picture  of  national  and  domestic  tianqniBity,  in  the 
reciprocal  affection  of  princes  and  peofde;  the  con^ 
tinent  of  Europe  presented  scenes  of  an  opposite  de* 
scription.  The  French,  by  the  extravagance  of  their 
revolutionary  proceedings,  had  created  no  less  alann 
than  horror  among  the  surrounding  states ;  and  soon 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  York  at  Berlin,  a 
secret  convention  was  formed  at  Pihutx,  on  the  27th 
of  August,  1791,  between  the  emperor  Leopold  and 
the  king  6f  Prussia,  for  their  own  security. and  the 
re-establishment  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  in  Us  right 
as  an  independent  sovereign. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  emperor  made  an  open 
declaration  of  the  necessity  he  was  under  to  pat  hia 
forces  in  motion  to  protect  the  Low  Countries  against 
hostile  incursions.  X7p<m  this,  the  French  assembly 
caused  the  most  vigorous  preparations  for  war  to  be 
made ;  but  before  the  sword  was  actually  drawn, 
LeoiKdd  died  on  the  Ist  of  March,  of  an  inflammatory 
fever,  having  been  ill  only  three  days.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  eldest  son  Francis,  who  followed  the 
same  course  as  his  fatlier;tand  before  the  end  of  April, 
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1792,  the  French  and  Austrians  came  in  contact  near 
Tournay ;  when,  after  a  slight  skirmish;  the  former  re- 
treated. Other  actions  soon  followed,  bnt  nothing  for 
the  present  decisive  occurred  on  either  side. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  this  rupture  reached  Eng- 
land, a  proclamation  was  issued  strictly  forbidding 
all  his  Majesty's  subjects  fiom  fitting  out  privateers 
or  letters  of  reprisal  against  France,  under  the  severest 
penalties  ;  and  in  his  speech  at  the  prorogation  of 
pariiament,  on  the  15th  of  June,  the  King,  after  thank- 
ing the  commons  for  the  provision  which  they  bad 
enabled  him  to  make  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Duke,  of  York,  said,  ''  I  have  seen  with  great  con- 
cern the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  different  parts 
of  Euirope.  In  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  it  will 
be  my  principal  care  to  maintain  that  harmony  and 
good  understanding  which  subsists  between  me  and 
the  several .  belligerent  powers,  and  to  preserve  to  my 
people  the  uninterrupted  blessings  of  peace." 

But  however  desirous  his  Majesty  might  be  to  ad- 
here strictly  to  a  line  of  neutrality,  it  soon  became 
evident  that  the  state  of  his  continental  relations 
would  not  suffer  him  to  remain  a  passive  spectator 
of  the  great  struggle  which  had  but  just  commenced. 

When  the  Prussian  armies  joined  the  Anstrians, 
and,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Brunswick, 
enltered  France  with  the  avowed  determination,  of 
marching  to  Paris,  a  jealousy  of  England  immediately 
took  possession  of  the  National  Assembly,  and  the 
most  ridiculous  reports  were  put  into  cii:culation,  for 
the  purpose  of  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  this  country.  Among  other  remarkable 
fictions,  the  war  minister,  in  one  of  his  despatches, 
declared,  that  the  leagued    powers  were  not  those 
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from  whom  France  had  most  to  dread.  Insuri^eo- 
tions,  he  asserted^  were  kindled  tbroughottt  the  pro- 
vhices,  particularly  in  the  south,  where  a  rumour 
prevailed  that  the  Duke  of  York  was  to  be  placed 
upon  the  throne  of  France.  This  was  after  the  abo- 
lition of  the  monarchical  government,  upon  which  the 
assembly  nominated  commissioners  to  visit  the  sections 
of  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  undeceiving  the  citizens' 
relative  to  the  scheme  attributed  to  them,  of  having 
a  design  either  to  restore  the  deposed  sovereign;  or  to  ^ 
place  upon  the  throne  the  Duke  of  York  or  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick. 

To  complete  this  ridiculous  farce,  Chabot  immedi-: 
ately  proposed  to  dissipate  what  he  called  those  idle 
suggestions,  by  calling  upon  the  members  to  swear 
that  they  abhorred  such  doctrines,  and  that  having 
long  experienced  the  vices  of  kings,  and  of  royalty 
itself,  they  regarded  them -all  with  horror!  This  goodly, 
proposition  was  received  withmniversal  acclaim,  and 
the  whole  assembly  rising,  swore  to  abide  by  the  pre- 
vious proscription. 

Then  another  republican  made  the  following  motion, 
''Let  us  swear  that  no  stranger  shall  ever  give  law 
to  France  I"  Upon  this  the  assembly  again  rose,  and 
took  this  oath  also. 

After  this  swearing,  a  tliird  member  completed  the 
climax,  by  saying,  ''Let  us  swear  that  no  king,  no 
monarch,  shall  ever  sully  our  liberty.'"  The  assembly 
then  rose  once  more,  and  vociferated  their  assent  to 
this  unmeaning  declaration.  ^ 

The  absurd  story  of  a  design  to  place  the  Duke  of 
York  uponr  a  throne  which  no  one  could  possess  with 
safety  or  honour,  was  not  ill  adapted  to  the  credulity 
of  an  ignorant  and  infuriated  people ;  who  might  be 
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easily  led  toconiiect  this  supposed  project  with  (he 
recent  marriage  of  his  royal  highness  and  the  princess 
royal  of  Prussia. 

Though  no  man  of  common  sense  could  be  so  de* 
oeiyed,  the  manner  in  which  the  fable  was  -treated  by 
Ae  assraibly»  sufficiently  shewed  a  predetermination 
to  provoke  hostilities  with  England.  Throughout  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings,  indeed,  this  enmity  to  the 
British  government  was  manifest;  of  which  their  Sec- 
tion of  Paine  and  Priestley  as  members  of  the  assem- 
bly, and  the  recq[>tion  given  by  them  to  the  deputies 
from  the  seditious  societies  in  England,  furnished 
ample  proofs. 

But,  in  truth,  the  scenes  which  were  now  hourly 
taking  place  in  Paris,  and  throughout  Franc;,  were 
calculated  rather  to  repress  than  to  stimulate  ambi- 
tion; and  that  man  would  have  richly'merited  all  the 
mercy  of  a  republican  mob,  who  could  be  so  infa- 
tuated as  to  indulge  the  desire  of  a  throne,  with  such 
an  example  as  France  before  his  eyes. 

At  the  moment  when  this -visionaery  idea  was  said 
to  constitute  one  of  the  actuating  motives  of  the  allied 
potentates,  the  Preach  pecq^le,  who  had  long  vaunted 
flieiT  superiority  over  all  other  nations  in  polished  man- 
ners, were  giving  the  world  a  striking  proof  how  quickly 
men  may  degenerate  from  civilization  to  barbarity. 

On  the  night  of  die  second  of  September,  a  horrible 
massaere  was  committed  in  Paris,  when  the  prisons 
were  lioiroed,  and  some  hundreds  of  poor  helpless  un-* 
offending  beings  inhumanly  dragged  out  and  butcher- 
ed, fbr  no  offence  but  their  loyalty. 

Among  these  innocent  victims  was  the  i^rinoess  de 
Lamballe,  whose  hand  -was  cut  off  and  oairied  on  a 
pike,  after  which  her   members  were  separated,  the 
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heart  torn  ftam  the  body,  and  the  trunk  dragged  for 
two  days  about  the  streets* 

Oa  the  eighth  of  the  same  month,  another  scene  of 
cruelty  was  exhibited.  The  prisoners. from  Orlpana 
haTmg  arriyed  at  Versailles,  were  there  all  slangfatered 
by  the  mob,  who  went  from  Paris  purposely  to  meet 
them,  though  escorted  by  two  thousand  men  and  six 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  guards  pretended  they  were 
overpowered  by  the  lawless  crew,  who,  not  conirat 
with  their  first  massacre,  afterwards  gratified  their 
infernal  yengeance  by  destroj^ing  every  suspected  per* 
son  in  Versailles. 

The  prisoners  murdered  in  this  place  were  <^iefly 
dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  officers  of  the  king. 
Among  them  were  the  bishop  of  Mandes,  the  did:e  de 
Brisac,  and  the  minister  de  Lessart.  The  camiibids 
tore  tile  bodies  of  these  victims  into  innumeirable 
pieces,  and  shared  the  mangled  limbs  among  them. 
The  duke  de  Rochefoucault,  whose  beiievoknce  was 
unbounded,  also  fell,  being  taken  from  his  xsairiage  as  he 
was  passing  to  his  country  house,  and  murdered  on  the 
road.  Many  of  his  own  tenants,  to  all  of  whom  hehaid 
acted  as  a  second  &ther,  were  among  the  assassins. 

In  sndi  a  comitry,  where  no  government  esdsled, 
and  where  no  rights  were  respected,  an  ambassador 
had  little  security  to  depend  upon  for  his  personal 
safety,  and  accordingly  Earl  Gtower,  the  EngUdi 
minister,  with  his  countess,  quitted  Paris  and  te* 
turned  home.  There  was  nothing  of  a  hostile  natme 
in  this  proceeding,  which  in  fact  was  rendered  im- 
perative by  the  deposition  of  the  king,  to  whom 
alone  the  ambassador  was  accredited.  Notwithstand-- 
ing  this>  the  French  assmibly  tfaougfal  pmper  to  cause 
a  declaration  to  be  drawn  up  by  Brissot,  justifying 
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their  abolition  of  monarchy,  and  complaining  of  the 
condact  of  foreign  powers«  . 

-  In  allnsion  to  E^ig^and,  the  National  Assembly 
said,  **  One  of  these  potentates,  whose  principles  by 
France  are  respected,  and  whose  alliance  is  greatly 
Talued,  professes  a  strict  nentrality,  and  a  resolation 
not  to  interfere  with  the  internal  govemm^t  of 
France,  yet  expresses  at  the  same  time  the  keoiest 
soUcitade  about  the  king's  sitaation,  and  thus  de- 
clares a  resolution  to  be  neutral,  and  not  to  be  neu- 
tral, in  the  same  breath;  the  ambassador  is  accord- 
ingly recalled,  under  the  pretext  that  the  king  is  sus- 
pended.'' 

.  Then;  after  a  laboured  attempt  to  shew  that  the 
legislature  had  authority  to  bring  Louis  the  Sixteenth 
to  trial,  they  go  on  to.  say,  ''  France,  long  before  her 
own  revolution,  had  condemned  one  of  her  own  kings 
(Louis  the  Fourteenth,)  who  obstructed  so  passion- 
'lately  .that  last  reyolutiou,  to  which  England  owes  her 
liberty,  and  Ae  House  of  Hanover  her  crown.  What 
antiiority .  had  a  French  king  to  oppose  the  exercise  of 
an  inalienable  right  in  the  English  people  to  change 
their  own  government,  and  to  alter  the  line  of  succes- 
sion to  their  throne?  And  how  .comes  it  to  pass,  that 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  should  at  present  adopt 
the  principles  which  it  reprobated  not  a  century  ago  ? 
If  France  has  not  a  right  to  change  her  constitution, 
nor  to  suspend  her  executive  power,  we  myst  then 
conclude  that  the  English  ware  rebels,  and  the  Elector 
of  Hanover  an  usurper.  But  assuredly  no  English- 
man, no  well-informed  man,  will  maintain  such  a  doc- 
tiiae ;  and,  indeed,  the  French  nation  is  far  from  ap- 
prehending any  hostile  dispositions  on  the  side  of 
England,  the  assurances  of  whose  government  are 
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solidy  and  the  friendship  and  loyalty  of  whb^  peojde 
may  finnly  be  depended  upon.  When  the  cabinet  of 
St  James's  has  more  calmly  compared  the  condnct 
of  the  republic  with  the  true  principles  of  policy/ it 
will  clearly  see  that  tiie  French  nation  has  alone  the 
right  to  decide,  by  its  Tq[>resentatiyes,  whether  the 
first  public  functionary  have  incurred  forfeiture,  and 
whether  the  constitution  is  to  be  the  exclusive  mode 
of  the  government  of  the  nation,  in  whose  decisions  on 
these  points  no  eartUy  power  has  any  right  to  in- 
terfere/* 

The  conclusion  of  this  elaborated  piece  of  sophistry 
\»  in  the  same  mixed  strain  of  bravado  and  hjrpocrisy.^ 
A  nation/'  observes  this  organ  of  the  assembly, 
so  united  as  to  undergo  without  danger  such  a  pro- 
bation, is  as  formidable  to  her  adversaries  as  she. will 
be  constant  in  her  attachments  to  all  foreigners ;  for 
all  her  virtues  are  linked  together.  She  will  therefore 
calmly  wait  till  more  sound  reflections  bring  back  to 
her  the  neutral  powers  who  have  taken  the  alarm  >  at 
the  last  revolution.  Trusting  in  the  rectitude  of  her 
intentions,  the  justice  of  her  cause,  the  power  of  her 
arms,  the  bravery  of  her  citfasens,  and.  especially  their 
unshaken  resolution  to  live  free  or  perish,  she  will 
continue  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  the 
neutral  powers,  and  to  cultivate  the  commercial  and 
friendly  interests  which  connect  them  with  her;  and 
it  is,  therefore,  hereby  declared,  that  idl  the  agents 
of  France,  actually  residing  with  due  credentials  at 
foreign  courts,  are  there  to  continue  their  services  as 
long  as  their  character  and  treaties  are  respected. 
France  will  observe  those  treaties  with  scrupulous 
exactness,  and  will  therefore  shew  the  greater  ardour 
in  pursuing,  by  every  means,  the  reparation  of  an;^ 
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leal  injofies  or  aflBronts  that  may  be  oAied  to  her. 
la  dmAg  the  most  impartial  justice  to  other  govern* 
meilts,  she  is  entitled  to  demand  a  similar  return,  and 
will  employ  every  means  in  order  to  attain  it.'' 

It  woidd  have  been  easy  to  point  out  the  fallacies  in 
this  manifesto,  had  such  a  supererogatory  task  been  ne- 
eessary ;  bat  it  was  thought  proper  to  exhibit  the  above 
passages,  to  shew  the  spirit  of  the  demagogues  who 
had  usurj^ed  the  supreme  power  in  France,  and  yet 
called  themselves  representatives  of  the  people,  with 
about  the  same  justice  as  the  long  parliament  in 
England  did  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First  The 
order  to  the  French  diplomatip  agents  to  remaikx  in  the 
neutral  courts,  though  stated  as  a  proof  of  modwation 
and  a  desire  of  peace,  had  in  reality  an  opposite 
dengn,  being  intended  for  no  other  object  than  to 
foment  disaffection  and  sedition  in  the  countries  where 
those  firivileged  spies  might  be  permitted  to  continue 
their  residence. 

Notwithstanding  the  pacific  professions  that  were 
made  on  both  sides,  it  was  soon  manifest  that  each 
looked  to  a  speedy  rupture  as  certain.  Preparations 
were  accordingly  made  on  the  part  of  the  English 
government  to  be  in  readiness  in  case  of  extremity, 
and  the  naval  and  military  establishments  were  put 
into  complete  order*  On  the  eighth  of  August  a  grand 
review  of  troops  was  held  upon  Bagshot  Heath,  where 
their  Majesties  were  joined  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Yoik, 
and  other  personages  of  distinction.  At  nine  they 
b^;an  the  manoeuvres,  wliich  were  various;  and  the 
contest  of  the  two  parties  was  almost  as  animated  as 
if  it  had  been  a  real  engagement  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  review,  all  the  forces  passed  in  companies 
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and  tff0op6  bcfine  the  pairiUoii  which  was  occapied  by 
the  royal  family*  The  evolotioiis  were  so  iinc<Hpmonly 
rapid,  that  none  but  good  horsemen  conld  ke^  pace 
with  them ;  and  all  the  operations  were  conducted  in 
a  manner  that  gave  great  satisfiEiction  to  the  yeterana 
who  were  present.  In  the  afternoon,  a  new  experi«* 
ment  was  tried  in  the  springing  of  a  mine.  One  of 
Colonel  Moncrieff's  square,  redoubts  was  erected  upon 
a  round  hiU,  that  the  effects  to  be  produced  by  the 
explosion  might  be  more  discernible.  The  miners 
broke  ground  against  the  side  of  the  hUl,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  feet  firom  the  redoubt,  and  about  twenty 
below  its  base.  The  first  gaUery  was  driven  one 
hundred  and  twelve  feet  in  length,  and  about  .time 
foet  in  width,  and  three  and  a  half  in  height,  fioni 
which  began  a  turning  only  twenty-two  inches  wide 
and  three  feet  hj|^  reaching  under  the  redoubt:  a 
second  turning  of  six  feet  was  made  for  the  diamber, 
into  which  was  put  a  wooden  box  of  gunpowder,  and 
lined  with  pitched  canvass.  ^  This  box  contained  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  poimds  of  powder,  and  was  ex- 
plodad  by  means  of  a  wooden  trough  in  which  was  a 
canvass  pipe  of  powder;  this  was^ignited  by  means  of  a 
small  box  of  combustibles,  which  gave  the  first  exfdo^ 
sion,  so  as  to  cut  off  and  light  the  pipe  communicating 
with  the  chamber.  At  the  explosion,-  the  whole  redoubt 
rose  about  forty  feet,  and  vanished  in  dust  and  smoke, 
leaving  a  large  excavation  where  it  stood,  of  nearly 
Soittf  feet  wide,  and  twenty  in  depth.  The  small  mine 
had  been  exploded  a  few  days  before,  to  deteimine 
the  resistance  of  the  ground. 

A  spectacle  of  this  description,  connected  with  the 
feverish  state  of  the  times,  could  not  but  indnee  a 
suspicion  that  the  British  government,  with  all  its 
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desiie  of  peace,  was  appiehemdye  of  being  soon  called 
to  adopt,  at'  least,  measmes  of  defence  against  the 
distnibers  of  Europe. 

From  this  time,  to  the  opening  of  the  new  year,  every 
hoar  gave  clear  indications  of  an  approaching  war; 
and  the  dismissal  of  the  French  minister,  Chanvelin, 
pnt  an  end  to  whaterer  hopes  might  have  been  enter- 
tained ci  the  continuance,  of  peace. 

The  murder  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  decided  the 
question;  and  seven  days  after  that  infiunous  deed, 
the  King  sent  down  a  message  to  both  houses  of  par- 
liament, wherein,  after  stating  that'  he  had  caused 
several  papers  to  be  laid  before  tliem,  he  said,  **  In  the 
present  situation  of  affiurs,  his  Mi^sty  thinks  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  make  a  further  augmentation 
of  his  forces  by  sea  and  land;  and  he  relies  on  the 
known  affection  and  seal  of  the  house  of  commons,  to 
take  the  most  effectual  measures,  in  the  present  im- 
portant conjuncture,  for  maintaining  the  security  and 
rights  of  his  own  dominions,  for  supporting  his  allies, 
and  for  opposing  views  of  aggrandizement  and  ambi- 
tion on  the  part  of  France,  which  would  be  at  all 
times  dangerous  to  the  general  interests  of  Europe, 
but  are  particularly  so  when  connected  with  the  pro- 
pagation of  principles  which  lead  to  the  violation  ot 
the  most  sacred  duties,  and  are  utterly  subversive  of 
the  peace  and  order  of  all  civil  society." 

Upon  this,  the  national  convention,  on  the  first  of 
February,  declared  war  against  the  King  of  England 
and  the  Stadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces,  by  a  for- 
mal decree,  ia  which  various  allegations  were  brought 
forward  in  justification  of  that  proceeding;  bat  the 
principal  was  the  attachment  manifested  by  the  two 
potentates  to  the  ''  traitor  Louis  Capet." 
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In  consequence  of  this,  another  royal  message  was 
brought  down  to  the  commons,  in  which  his  Majesty 
informed  them,  "  that  the  assembly  then  exercising  the 
powers  of  gOTcmment  in  France,  had,  without  any 
previous  notice,  directed  acts  of  hostility  against  the 
persons  and  property  of  his  subjects,  in  breach  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  of  the  most  positive  stipulations 
of  treaty ;  and  that  they  had  also,  on  the  most  ground- 
less pretensions,  declared  war  against  his  Majesty  and 
the  United  Provinces.  Under  the  circumstances  of 
this  wanton  and  unprovoked  aggression,  his  Majesty 
said  he  had  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  maintain  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  to  vindicate  th0  rights  of  his 
people ;  and  therefore  he  relied  with  confidence  on  the 
firm  and  effectual  support  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  oii  the  zealous  exertions  of  a  brave  and  loyal 
people,  in  prosecuting  a  just  and  necessary  war,  and 
endeavouring,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  to 
oppose  an  effectual  barrier  to  the  farther  progress  of  a 
system,  which  not  only  struck  at  the  security  and  peace 
of  all  independent  nations,  but  was  pursued  in  open 
defiance  of  every  principle  of  moderation,  good  faith, 
humanity,  and  justice/' 

Hug  communication  produced  long  and  warm  de- 
bates, but  the  supporters  of  government  far  outnum- 
hoed  its  opponents;  and  no  w<mder,  for  the  French 
revolution  had  created  such  an  alarm,  that  many  of 
the  most  powerful  families,  with  their  connexions,  who 
had  hlthertd  voted  uniformly  against  the  minister,  now 
rallied  round  his  standard,  and  distinguished  them- 
selves by  the  ardour  of  their  zeal  in  advocating  the 
war  which  had  now  commenced^ 
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PROM  A.  D.  1793  TO  1795. 

While  the  party  opposed  to  govenunent  were  strena- 
oosly  labottring  to  throw  the  odium  of  aggxesmm 
upon  his  Majesty's  ministers,  the  Frendh  armies  were 
giving  a  practical  refntation  of  the  charge,  by  marching 
into  Holland ;  where,  on  passing  tiie  frontier,  Dnmoo^ 
rier  their  commander  issued  a  proclamation  to  the 
Inhabitants,  filled  witii  the  grossest  personal  abuse 
of  the  English  monarch,  the  princess  of  Orange,  and 
the  king  of  Pmssia.  In  Uiis  maiiifesto,  the  republican 
general  expressly,  avowed  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  his  masters  to  revolntioniie  all  the  countries  aronnd 
them.  "Send  back  into  Germany,"  said  tiie  gascooad*- 
ing  chief>  '^that  aspiring  house,  which  for  a  century 
past  has  sacrificed  you  to  its  ambition.  Send  back 
that  sister  of  Frederid^  William,  who  retains  at  her 
command,  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  you,  the  fero- 
cious Prussians,  whenever  you  shall  attempt  to  throw 
Off  your  chains.  The  calling  in  of  tiiose  Prussians, 
is  every  time  tHk  insult  to  the  standard  of  your  brave 
troops.  The  house  of  Orange  fears,  and  witii  reason, 
that  the  spirit  of  liberty  shall  subdue  it.  A  repuUi* 
can  army  will  not  long  be  subservient  to  tjrrants. 
Soon  tiie  troops  of  Holland,  soon  the  conquerors  of 
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the  Dogger  Bank  will  join  to  the  French  their  armies 
and  their  fleets.  The  first  who  nnite  themselves  under 
the  standard  of  Liberty  shall  receive  not  only  the  cer- 
tainty of  those  places  which  they  occupy  in  the  service 
of  the  republic^  but  promotion,  and  that  at  the  expense 
of  the  slaves  of  the  house  of  Orange.  I  enter  among 
you,  surrounded  by  the  glorious  martyrs  of  the  revo- 
lution of  1787.  Their  perseverance  and  their  sacrifices 
merit  your  confidence  and  mine.  They  form  a  com- 
mittee, which  will  speedily  increase  in  number.  This 
committee  vnll  be  very  useful  in  the  first  moments  of 
your  revolution;  and  its  members,  with  no  ambition 
but  to  be  the  deliverers  of  their  country,  will  re*enter 
the  different  classes  of  social  order  whenever  your 
national  convention  shall  assemble." 

Such  was  the  profession  of  the  Gallican  leader,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  similar  call  would  have 
been  made  upon  the  English  people,  to  proscribe  their 
monarchical  government,  and  to  send  hack  to  Germany 
the  reigning  family,  if  the  republican  hordes  could 
have  effected  a  landing. 

Dumourier  did  not  publish  this  proclamation  without 
authmty,  for  at  this  very  time  the  convention  at  Paris 
decreed,  *'  That  the  French  generals  were  empowered 
io  declare,  that  the  stadtholder  had  forfeited  all  his 
official  employments ;  that  nobility,  and  every  species 
of  tyranny,  under  which  the  people  groan  any  where, 
should  be  abolished ;  and  that  commissioners  should 
be  sent  into  Holland,  to  organize  the  government  there, 
«s  soon  as  the  French  got  possession  of  the  country." 

In  this  critical  state  of  affSurs,  the  stadtholder  pub- 
lished an  energetic  appeal  to  the  people,  urging  them, 
in  the  most  forcible  language,  to  repel  the  invaders. 
But  this  address  failed  to  elicit  a  patriotic  spirit ;  and 
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it  was  evident  that  the  French  had  too  many  well« 
wishers  throughout  the  United  Provinces,  who  only 
waited  for  an  opportunity  to  declare  themselves  in 
favour  of  the  levelling  system  which  they  so  much 
admired. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  the  strong  fortress  of 
Breda  sunendered  to  the  enemy  without  Tesistance; 
for  which  disgraceful  act^  the  governor.  Count  Von 
Byland,  was  some  time  afterwards  tried,  and  punished 
in  a  singular  manner.  Instead  of  losing  his  head  as 
iie  deserved,  he  was  condemned  to  have  the  fatal  axe 
brandished  over  him  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman,  and  then  to  be  confined  for  life  in  the  state 
prison  of  Louvestein. 

On  the  very  day  that  Breda  was  so  shamefully 
given  up,  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  army  destined  for  foreign  service,  left 
the  metropolis  at  the  head  of  three  battalions  of  the 
Guards.  At  half  past  six  in  the  morning,  the  men 
were  all  paraded  before  the  Horse  Guards,  and  at 
seven,  the  King,  attended  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
Duke,  and  several  other  general  officers,  came  down 
the  Mall  from  Buckingham  House.  After  his  Ma«> 
jesty  had  been  about  half  an  hour  on  the  parade,  the 
battalions  marched  by  him  in  companies,  moving  t0 
sloiV  time,  the  officers  saluting  as  they  passed.  They 
then  >v0nt  off  by  Storey's  Gate,  and  took  the  Kent 
road.  When  the  whole  had  passed,  his  Majesty,  with 
his  suite,  fell  in  the  rear,  and  accompanied  them  to 
Greenwich,  where  the  battalions  embarked  immedi- 
ately on  their  arrival.  On  this  occasion,  the  Queen, 
with  the  three  elder  princesses,  and  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  rode  down  to  Greenwich,  and  witnessed 
the  embarkation  ;  but  the  Duchess  of  York  was  so 
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much  depressed  in  her  spirits^  that  she  could  not  bear 
to  witness  the  departure  .of  her  consort  in  the  career 
of  peril  and  glory.  His  royal  highness,  who  on  thici 
occasion  was  assisted  by  Sir  Ralph  Aberorombie,  Sic 
William  Erskina,  General  Lake^  and  other  officers  of 
high  character,  reached  Helvoetslnys  on  the  fourth 
of  March,  and  the  troops  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  relief  of  Williamstadt,  the  siege  of  which  fortress 
had  been  carrying  on  vigorously  for  some  time;  but  the 
place  being  strong  by.  nature  and  art^  held  out  against 
all  theefbrts  that  were  made. by  the  French  forces, 
whose  operations  were  conducted  by  the  two  able 
engineers,  Dubois  de  Crance  and  Marescot.  The  baron 
da  Boetdaer,  who  commanded  the  garrison,  was  made 
a  lieutenant-goyemor  during  the  siege ;  and  he  merited 
that  commission,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  honours 
which  were  conferred  upon  him  for  his  bravery  and 
loyalty. 

•  The  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  York  was  very  oppor* 
tune,  for  the  enemy  being  in  possession  of  the  fortresses 
of  Breda,  Klundert,  and  Gertruydenberg,  were  enabled 
to  concentrate  their  main  strength  against  this  import 
tant  post.  Accordingly,  they  opened  a  battery  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  walls  of  Williamstadt ;  but 
the  besieged  made  a  successful  sally,  and  both  of  the 
lepablican  engineers  were  slain  on  the  spot.  Still  the 
Uodcade  went  on^  and  Dumourier  having  erected  some 
formidable  batteries  at  the  village  of  MoerdydL,  coU 
lected  a  flotilla  to  assist  his .  operations,  .and  to  pre- 
vent the  approach  of  the  British  vessels.  Hie  latter, 
however,  succeeded  in  making  their  way,  and  their 
iioats  were  .employed  with  considerable  effect  in  annoy* 
ing.  the  enemy's  works. 
'.  Jn  this  service.  Lieutenant  Western,  of  his  Majesty's 
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frigate  the  Syren^  particularly  distinguished  himself; 
but  00  the  2l8t  of  March  he  was  unfortunately  killed 
by  a  shot  from  the  entrenched  camp  of  the  French  at 
the  Noord  post.  The  loss  of  this  enterprising  young 
officer  was  severely  felt,  and  three  days  afterwards 
his  body  was  buried  in  the  great  church  of  Dordt 
with  military  honours ;  the  Duke  of  York  being  pre- 
sent, with  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command. 

A  sudden  change  now  took  place,  for  De  Flers,  who 
had  been  left  to  conduct  the  siege,  finding  himself 
vigorously  attacked  on  the  one  side  by  the  English, 
and  threatened  on  the  other  by  the  Prussians,  broke 
up  from  before  Wiliiamstadt,  and  retreated  with  part 
of  his  army  to  Breda,  while  the  rest  made  their  way 
to  Antwerp. 

The  speedy  evacuation  of  Holland  followed,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  English  forces  were  at  liberty 
to  advance  into  the  -Netherlands  against  the  main 
body  of  the  French,  who  were  encamped  near  Tour- 
nay.  In  the  mean  time,  Dumourier  having  excited 
suspicions  by  his  conduct,  was  superseded  in  the 
command  which  he  held,  and  a  body  of  commissioners 
proceeded,  by  the  orders  of  the  convention,  to  put  him 
under  arrest.  But  the  general,  being  aware  of  their 
business,  anticipated  the  deputies  by  seizing  their  per- 
sons, and  sending  them  to  the  Austrian  head-quarters, 
after  which,  finding  that  there  was  no  reliance  to  be 
placed  on  his  troops,  he  fled  with  some  of  his  officers 
to  Brussels,  and  from  thence  to  Mons,  where  he  put 
himself  under  the  protection  of  the  Imperialists. 

This  defecti  n,  however,  did  not  produce  the  impor- 
tant consequence  ^,  in  favour  of  the  allies,  that  were 
expected.  The  lep^blican  army,  instead  of  falling 
into  disorder,  or  hoisting  the  standard  of  royalty,  con- 
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tinued  true  to  the  conventiony  and  readily  obeyed 
their  new  commander.  General  Dampierre,  a  man  of 
tried  courage  and  of  approved  talents,  who  did  not, 
however,  deem  it  prudent  to  act  offensively,  but 
entrenched  himself  in  a  strong  position  at  Famars, 
under  the  protection  of  the  cannon  of  Valenciennes. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  military  congress  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Antwerp,  which  assembly  consisted  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  and  his  two  sons,  the  Duke  of  York, 
liord  Auckland  as  ambassador  from  England,  Mynheer 
Vanderspiegel  on  the  part  of  Holland,  the  Prussian, 
Spanish,  and  Neapolitan  envoys,  the  Prince  of  Saxe 
Cobourg  commander-in-chief  of  the  Austrian  forces, 
the  counts  Mettemich,  Stahremberg,  Mercy  d'  Argen- 
teau,  and  the  generals  Knobelsdorff  and  Keller.  At 
this  convocation  the  plan  of  operations  was  settled  ; 
and,  as  a  preliminary  step,  it  was  resolved  to  put  an 
^id  to  the  armistice  which  had  been  concluded  be- 
tween Dumourier  on  the  part  of  the  French,  and  the 
Prince  of  Cobourg  on  that  of  the  Imperialists. 

The  Prince  of  Cobourg  being  now  inspirited  by  the 
accession  of  a  considerable  body  of  Prussians,  and 
assured  of  receiving  effectual  support  from  the  British 
and  Hanoverians  under  the  Duke  of  York,  determined 
to  drive  the  republicans  from  their  entrenchments.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  seventh  of  April  he  advanced  against 
the  camp  at  Maulde,  of  which  he  soon  gained  pos- 
session, and  then  proceeded  to  form  the  blockade  of 
Cond^,  while  at  the  same  time  he  made  preparations 
to  invest  Valenciennes.  The  French,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  equally  active,  and  after  gaining  some 
advantages  over  the  allies  in  different  skinnishes,  they 
came  to  the  resolution  of  making  a  general  attack 
upon  the  camp  at  Quiverain,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
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threatened  siege  of  Valenciennes,  and  to  raise  the 
blockade*  of  Gond^.  With  this  view,  one  body  of  the 
republicans,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  May,  marched 
against  the  advanced  posts  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
Imperialists,  while  a  simultaneous  assault  was  made 
by  another  on  those  of  the  centre;  but  they  were 
repulsed  every  where  with  considerable  loss  both  of 
men  and  cannon. 

Notwithstanding  this,  Dampierre  determined  to  re« 
new  the  attack  on  all  the  positions  of  the  allied  forces ; 
and,  to  effect  this  object,  he  summoned  to  his  aid  large 
detachments  from  lasle  and  other  neighbouring  garri- 
sons, proceeding  himself  with  the  main  body  from  the 
camp  of  Famars.  The  action,  which  commenced  abo«t 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  tiie  eighth  of  May,  was 
primarily  directed  against  the  posts  occupied  by  Gene- 
ral Clairfait,  which  extended  irom  the  Scheldt  to  the 
abbey  of  Vicogne,  and  next  against  the  Prussian 
corps,  which  was  stationed  to  defend  the  wood  in  the 
front  of  the  high  road  leading  from  that  place  to 
St.  Amand.  Upon  these  points  the  French  army 
directed  all  their  efforts,  but  without  being  able  to 
carry  their  object. 

Though  baffled  in  this  quarter,  they  took  up  a 
strong  position  in  the  neighbouring  woods,  and  not 
6iAj  kept  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  in  check,  but  cannon- 
aded the  Prussian  camp  at  St.  Amand.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Duke  of  York,  who  arrived  about  six  o'clock 
at  the  camp  at  Maulde,  despatched  a  brigade  of 
Guards  and  a  battalion' •  of  Hanoverian  infhntry,  to 
the  relief  of  the  Prussian  general,  who  in  consequence 
Was  enabled-  to  reinforce  himself  and  maintain  his 
position;  till  his  force  heiag  weakened  by  being 
obliged  to  send   some  detachments  to  support  t^e 
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AQStrians>  his  situation  became  very  perilous.  At  this 
critical  juncture  the  Duke  of  York  marched  in  person 
with  the  Coldstream,  the  flank  battalion;  and  that  of 
the  third  regiment,  to  his  assistance.  When  the  CoId« 
stream,  which  was  upon  the  left,  arrived,  the  enemy 
had  nearly  reached  the  road,  and  indeed  they  already 
commanded  it  in  a  great  degree  by  their  artillery ;  not* 
withstanding  which,  the  guns  belonging  to  the  battalion 
were,  brought  up,  and  by  a  well-directed .  and  well-* 
supported  fire,  kept  the  battery  that  had  been  opened 
upon  them  in  cheeky  and  did  also  considerable  execu- 
tion. The  battalion  now  advanced  into  the  wood^ 
where  they  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  before  them ; 
but  in  going  forward  they  unfortunately  became  ex* 
posed  to  the  fire  of  another  battery,  from  which  they 
suffered  severely.  They  then  fell  back  to  their  first 
position  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  which  they  main- 
tained for  the  rest  of  the  day ;  but  though  exposed  to  a 
very  heavy  cannonade,  the  enemy  made  no  attempt  to 
approach  them.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  spirit  and 
bravery  displayed  by  the  men  and  oflGlcers  of  the  bat* 
tali<Mi  upon  this  occasion ;  nor  was  less  praise  due  to 
the  alacrity  and  intrepidity  with  which  the  other  regi- 
ments advanced  into,  action*  They  took-difierent  po4 
sitions  in  the  wood,  where  they  were,  at  times,  exposed 
to  a  severe  .cannonade;  firom  which,  however,  they 
received  little  injury,  the  direction  of  the  fire  being  in 
general  above  them.  There  were  found,  on  the  follow^- 
ing  morning,  forty  Or  fifty  of  the  French  Ijring  dead  oa 
the  gpround  upon  which  the  fire  of  the  Coldstream  had 
been  directed.  Major-general  Lake  commanded  the 
battalions  which  went  into  action;  and  his  royal 
highness  professed  himself  much  indebted  to  him  for 
his  exertions. 
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.  The  importance  of  the  service  rendered  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's troops  on  this  occasion,  was  acknowledged  in 
the  strongest  and  most  explicit  terms  by  the  generals 
of  the  different  armies.  It  was  universally  admitted, 
that,  by  their  timely  co-operation,  the  enemy  were 
prevented  from  advancing  iipon  the  high  road,  and 
therefore  no  doubt  could  remain  of  their  having  con- 
tributed in  a  very  high  degree  to  secure  tlie  fortune 
of  the  day.  At  the  abbey  of  Vicogne  and  the  village 
of  Raimes,  the  action  continued  with  almost  equal 
and  unremitting  fury,  till  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
General  Clairfait,  however,  was  every  wheve  successful 
in  maintaining  his  ground ;  notwithstanding  which,  the 
enemy,  though  completely  defeated  in  their  main  object, 
remained  in  the  woods  within  a  small  distance  of  his 
posts. 

-  On  the  ninth  there  was  but  little  firing,  and  it  was  not 
cleaiiy  known  what  the  enemy  intended.  His  royal 
highness  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  let  the  troops 
remain  till  the  evef^g  at  St.  Amand  and  Maulde. 
Every  thing  being  now  quiet,  and  intelligence  having 
been  received  that  the  troops  opposed  to  General  Kno- 
belsdorff  were  retreating,  the  British  began  their  march 
for  Toamay ;  when  the  Duke  was  stopped  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Maulde  by  a  message  from  General  Clairfait, 
informing  him  that  the  enemy  had  erected  batteries  all 
along  his  front,  as  well  as  upon  some  part  of  General 
Knobelsdorff's,  which,  if  they  were  allowed  to  com- 
plete and  possess,  would  render  it  extremely  difficult 
for  him  to  maintain  his  position.  Upon  this,  his  royal 
highness  immediately  stopped  the  march  of  the  troops, 
and  went  himself  to  St.  Amand,  where  he  was  met  by 
the  generals  Clairfait  and  Knobelsdorff,  when  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Austrians  and  Prussians  should  assault 
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t}i&  whole  of  the  batteries  at  daybreak,  whilst  the 
Duke  of  York  retained  possession  of  the  camp  of 
Maulde. 

This  was  done  accordingly,  and  had  the  desired  suc- 
cess. The  enemy  had  withdrawn  their  cannon  in  the 
night ;  bnt  they  were  entirely  driven  from  the  batteries, 
several  were  killed,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  pri- 
soners were  taken,  with  very  inconsiderable  loss  on. 
the  part  of  tiie  allies. 

Thus  defeated  upon  every  occasion,  the  en^my  fell 
back  upon  Orchies,  leaving  four  thousand  dead  upon 
the  field,  among  whom  was  General  Dampierre,  who, 
early  in  the  battle,  received  a  mortal  wound,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  thigh  being  carried  away  by  a  cannon- 
shot.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  Greneral  La 
Marche,  who  strictly  followed  the  plan  of  his  predeces- 
sor ;  and,  though  obliged  to  retreat,  he  did  it  in  good 
order.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  allies  did  not,  in  the 
whole,  amount  to  more  than  five  hundred  men  in  killed 
and  wounded.  ^ 

Amongst  the  latter,  on  the  part  of  the  English,  was  the 
seijeaiit-msyor  of  the  Coldstream  regiment,  of  the  name 
of  Darley .  He  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  and  when 
his  arm  was  broken  and  shattered  by  a  ball,  he  conti- 
nued  to  fight  with  the  most  animated  and  determined 
bravery  for  near  two  hours,  during  which  he  put  to  death 
a  French  officer  who  made  an  attack  upon  him,  but  at 
length  his  leg  being  broken  by  another  cannon-shot, 
be  fell,  and  was  made  prisoner. 

As  soon  as  his  situation  was  known,  the  Dake  of 
York  sent  a  trumpeter  to  the  French  camp,  to  say 
that  the  surgeon  who  attended  him  should  be  liberally 
rewarded  for  his  trouble,  and  requesting  that  no  ex- 
pense might  be  spared  in  procuring  him  every  comfort 

2  E 
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that  his  situation  required  and  circumstances  would 
admit.  His  royal  highness  also  directed  his  secre* 
tary.  Captain  Hewgill,  of  the  Coldstream,  to  write  the 
following  letter  to  Serjeant-major  Coleman,  of  the  bat- 
talion of  that  corps  then  in  England  : — 

<<  Head  Quarters,  May  10, 

TOURNAY. 

*'  Serjeant-Major  Coleman, — I  write  to  you  by  desire 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  Mrs.  Darley,  that  her  hus- 
band is  alive,  and,  though  in  custody  of  the  enemy, 
has  written  a  few  lines  to  say  he  is  well  treated  and 
taken  care  of. 

*'  The  Duke  feels  much  for  his  unfortunate  situation, 
and  has  given  orders  that  a  trumpeter  shall  be  sent  to- 
morrow to  him,  with  whatever  he  wants,  and  a  letter 
to  acquaint  the  French  surgeon  attending  him,  that  he 
will  pay  all  the  e;xpenses  of  his  cure.  He  has  one 
arm  and  thigh  broken,  besides  two  other  wounds ;  there 
may,  therefore,  be  some  doubt  of  his  recovery,  which  I 
think  you  should  take  an  opportunity  of  communicat- 
ing to  your  daughter.  His  royal  highness,  as  well 
as  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  Coldstream,  can 
bear  witness  of  his  good  conduct  and  gallantry  in  the 
action  of  the  eighth.  Brave  as  a  lion,  he  fought  with 
his  broken  arm,  till  a  second  shot  brought  him  to  the 
ground ;  and  since  his  confinement  he  has  dictated  a 
letter,  wherein  he  explains  his  money  concerns  with 
an  incredible  degree  of  accuracy  and  honesty.  In 
short,  all  our  prayers  attend  this  valuable  man,  and  I 
have  authority  to  say,  from  the  commander-in-chief, 
that  he  will  never  forget  him. 

"E.  Hewgill." 
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Preparations  were  now  made  by  the  Prince  of  Co- 
bourg  for  a  general  attack  upon  the  French  camp  of 
Famars^  and  the  whole  republican  line  from  Orchie^ 
to  Maubeuge.  To  prevent  the  fortresses  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood from  furnishing  assistance  to  the  enemy^ 
Count  CoUoredo  was  so  stationed  as  to  keep  Valen- 
ciennes in  cheeky  while  Greneral  Otto  did  the  same  by 
Quesnoy,  and  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg  continued  the 
blockade  of  (3ond6.  These  precautions  being  taken, 
and  the  plan  of  attack  arranged,  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  of  May,  three  bodies  of  troops  destined  for 
the  service  were  assembled.  The  first  column,  com- 
manded by  the  Duke  of  York,  consisting  of  sixteen 
battalions  of  English,  Hanoverian,  and  Austrian  in- 
fantry, with  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  a  train  of 
heavy  artUlery,  was  to  cross  the  Rouelle  near  Or- 
chies,  in  order  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy ; 
while  the  second,  under  the  command  of  General 
Ferraris,  after  carrying*  the  French  works  on  the  light 
bank  of  the  same  river,  was  to  co-operate  with  his 
royal  I^ighness. 

After  a  sharp  cannonade,  two  divisions  of  Austrian 
hussars  passed  the  river  without  opposition,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  body  of  infantry  advanced  to  take 
the  batteries  in  flank,  on  which  the  enemy  suddenly 
retreated  to  the  heights  behind  the  village  of  Famars. 
As  soon  as  General  Ferraris  had  carried  the  entrench- 
ments by  assault,  the  Duke  of  York  took  a  survey 
of  the  new  position  occupied  by  the  French ;  but  find- 
ing it  imprudent  to  commence^ an  attack  on  their 
firont^  preparations  were  made  to  turn  their  flanks 
early  the  next  morning,  which,  however,  the  enemy 
prevented  by  withdrawing  in  the  night. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Clairfait,  at  the  head  of 
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a  Strong  body  of  Imperialists,  attacked  the  heights  of 
Anzain,  where  the  French  made  a  desperate  standi 
and  defended  themselves  for  a  long  time  with  nncom- 
mon  resolution ;  but  at  length  the  Austrians  proved 
victorious,  and  completed  a  conquest  which  was  of  the 
last  importance  to  the  general  object  of  the  campaign. 
This  was  indeed  one  of  the  most  brilliant  but  san- 
guinary engagements  that  had  occurred  during  the 
war;  and  the  result  of  it  was  extremely  favourable 
to  the  views  of  the  allies,  who  obtained  possession 
of  the  entrenched  camp  and  the  heights  of  Anasain, 
overlooking    the    citadel  of  Valenciennes,      It  was 
very  evident,  however,  that  the  French  had  no  inten- 
tion to  risk  a  battle ;  and  though  they  defended  the 
redoubt  behind  the  village  of  Famars  during  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  night,  they  evacuated  that  also  before 
the  dawn,  and,  after  throwing  a  body  of  troops  into 
Valenciennes,  effected  their  retreat  with  all  their  artil- 
lery and  stores  to  Bouchain  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Scheldt. 

In  this  engagement,  the  English  and  Hanoverians, 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  Duke  of  York,  dis- 
tinguished  themselves  by  their  firmness  and  bravery, 
particularly  the  brigade  commanded  by  Major-gene- 
ral Abercrombie,  to  whom  his  royal  highness  paid  a 
flattering  but  just  testimony  of  respect.  The  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  part  of  the  British  did  not  exceed 
thirty-rtwo ;  and  in  the  whole,  the  loss  of  the  allies 
fell  short  of  eight  hundred  men.  That  of  the  enemy, 
on  the  contrary,  amounted  to  eight  pieces  of  cannon, 
elgiht  baggage  waggons,  upwards  of  three  hundred 
prisoners,  and  a  great  number  of  horses  ;  but  the 
number  of  the  slain,  which  must  have  been  consider- 
«ble»  was  carefully  concealed. 
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General  La  Marche^  who  had  succeeded  Dampienre 
m  the  command  of  the  French  army^  now  resigned  that 
situation  to  general  Custine^  who,  though  a  man  of 
talent  and  enterprise,  found  himself  incapable  erf* making 
ap  effectual  stand  against  a  numerous  and  victorious 
foe.  Reluctantly,  therefore,  he  abandoned  the  for- 
tresses in  the  vicinity  to  their  fate,  and  as  the  allies 
were  provided  with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery, 
their  progress  was  rapid,  and  the  speedy  surrender 
of  the  garrisons  became  inevitable.  Cond6,  on  the 
10th  of  July,  after  a  blockade  of  three  days,  capitu- 
lated to  the  Imperial  forces  commanded  by  the  Prince 
of  Wirtemberg,  and  the  garrison,  which  had  been 
greatly  reduced,  were  made  prisoners  of  war. 

The  attention  of  all  Europe  was  now  drawn  to 
Valenciennes,  the  capture  of  which  was  regarded  as ' 
decisive  of  the  fate  of  France.  The  Duke  of  York, 
to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  siege  was  entrusted,  sum- 
moned the  commandant  to  surrender  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor,  which  circumstance,  however  trivial  in 
itself,  was  considered  as  of  great  import,  and  indi- 
cative of  a  war  for  the  sake  of  conquest  and  parti- 
tion. To  this  requisition.  General  Ferrand,  the  go- 
vernor, returned  an  answer,  in  which  he  professed 
more  confidence,  perhaps,  than  he  really  felt ;  although 
the  works  were  strong,  having  been  constructed  by 
the  famous  Vauban,  and  the  garrison  was  well  sup- 
plied with  every  thing  necessary  for  a  prolonged  de- 
fence. 

Just  as  the  combined  army  arrived  upon  its  ground, 
a  body  of  the  enemy,  coming  from  Bouchain,  attacked 
an  advanced  party  of  Hanoverians ;  but  were  driven 
back  with  some  loss  by  six  squadrons  of  cavalry. 
In  this  afiiur  Prince  Ernest,  now  Duke  of  Cumber- 
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land,  was  personally  engaged,  and  particularly  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  activity  and  courage. 

At  this  time  some  difference  of  opinion  arose  on  the^ 
part  of  the  besiegers  respecting  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing the  operations.  Colonel  Moncrieff,  an  English 
officer  of  great  merit,  forcibly  urged  an  immediate 
attack  upon  the  body  of  the  place ;  but  his  advice 
was  overruled,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Count  de  Fer- 
raris, who  was  assisted  by  Colonel  Fromm,  chief 
engineer  in  the  Austrian  service,  was  preferred.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  submission  to  their  judgment,  it  was  re- 
solved to  carry  on  the  siege  by  the  regular  but  slow 
process  of  military  art.  By  this  means,  though  even- 
tually successful,  the  allies  were  detained  before  the 
place  near  six  weeks,  during  which  the  besieged  made 
several  vigorous  sallies,  but  were  always  driven  back 
with  loss. 

At  length,  on  the  night  of  the  25tb  of  July,  the  co- 
vered Way  and  the  advanced  fleche  were  carried,  and 
the  troops  completely  established  themselves  in  the 
horn-work.  Three  attacks  were  made,  one  upon  the 
saliant  angle  of  the  ravelin  of  the  horn-work,  another 
upon  the.  saliant  angle  of  the  half-bastion  of  the  right, 
and  one  upon  the  fleche.  Nine  hundred  men  were  des- 
tined for  each  assault.  For  each  of  the  two  first  an 
advanced  guard  was  formed  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  followed  by  three  hundred  more,  with  the  necessary 
artificers  and  miners,  supported  by  the  rest  of  the  co- 
lumn. The  troops  employed  in  the  attack  upon  the  right 
were  divided  into  three  parts,  one  of  which  turned  the 
fleche  to  the  right,  another  to  the  left,  and  the  third 
advanced  in  front.  The  column  destined  for  tha  attack 
of  the  saliant  angle  of  the  ravelin  was  composed  of 
British,  Hanoverian,  and  Hessians,  the  other  two  of 
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Aastrians.  One  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  brigade 
of  Guards,  under  Ck)lonel  Leigh,  formed  the  advanced 
party.  They  were  followed  by  the  same  number  of 
the  brigade  of  the  line,  with  a&  many  Hanoverians, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Doyle  ;  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Hanoverians,  and  three  hundred  Hessians,  composing 
the  rest  of  the  column.  A  detachment  of  the  com-' 
pany  of  artificers  under  Captain  Sutherland,  accom-' 
panied  this  column,  and  performed  the  duty  allotted  to 
them  with  great  activity  and  resolution.  This  attack 
was  commanded  by  Major-general  Abercrombie,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Austrian  general  Erbach. 
The  springing  of  the  globes  of  compression  was  the 
signal  for  attack.  Of  these  there  were  three;  one 
towards  the  saliant  angle  of  the  ravelin,  one  towards 
that  of  the  half-bastion  upon  the  right,  and  one  between 
the  two.  They  were  sprung  at  short  intervals  from 
one  another :  the  first  at  nine  o'clock.  The  two  co- 
lumns upon  the  left  then  advanced  with  the  utmost 
celerity,  rushing  out  from  the  sap,  which  had  been 
carried  the  preceding  night  within  a  very  small  dis- 
tance of  the  crest  of  the  glacis.  The  rush  was- so  g^at, 
that  the  enemy  were  almost  instantaneously  driven 
from  the  covered  way ;  and  soon  after  abandoned  all 
the  outworks.  The  miners  now  descended  into  the 
ditch,  and  got  possession  of  those  of  the  enemy's  mines 
which  had  escaped  the  efiects  of  the  globes  of  com- 
pression. These  were  found  loaded,  and  several  of  the 
miners  were  taken.  The  hom-wbrk  was  entered  by  the 
gorge,  the  probability  of  which  had  been  anticipated ; 
but  it  was  deemed  useless  to  attempt  a  lodgment,  for 
want  of  proper' communication ;  and  indeed  it  was  neariy 
impossible  to  effect  it.  The  original  orders  for  this  case 
were,  therefore,  to  si>ikc  the  guns  and  retire. 
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A  passage^  however,  being  discovered,  which  went 
undergroand  from  the  ditch  into  the  work,  and  no 
enemy  appearing  in  the  coontergarde  to  intermpt 
the  workmen,  his  royal  highness  at  once  determined  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  moment.  The  lodgment 
was,  therefore,  made  before  daylight ;  and  the  troops 
were  in  consequence  placed  in  a  state  of  security. 
IMs  was  of  the  greatest  moment,  for  as  the  horn-work 
was  found  to  be  strongly  mined,  it  most,  in  the  common 
line  of  operations,  have  taken  up  considerable  time, 
and  occasioned  the  sacrifice  of  many  lives,  to  have 
gained  possession  of  it.  Having  attained  this  object, 
measures  were  adopted  immediately  to  profit  of  the 
success  by  erecting  a  battery,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing a  breach  in  the  countergarde  between  the  horn- 
work  and  the  body  of  the  place. 

The  attack  on  the  fleche,  upon  the  right,  was  Con- 
ducted with  equal  vigour  and  success,  several  of  the 
enemy  being  killed,  and  some  taken. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Croats  upon  the  side  of  Mount 
Anxain  and  St.  Sauve  carried  several  detached  works, 
ViUed  fifty  of  the  enemy,  and  took  thirty  prisoners. 

During  these  operations.  Major  de  Drieberg,  com- 
mandant  of  the  second  battalion  of  Hanoverian  grena^ 
diers,  advanced  with  a  detachment  from  Briquet  to  the 
crest  of  the  glacis  upon  that  side,  where  he  remained 
till  day-break,  and,  by  keeping  up  a  fire  upon  the 
works,  made  a  useful  diversion. 

The  total  loss  of  the  combined  troops  upon  this 
occasion  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  men 
and  officers,  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  slain, 
the  Duke  of  York  particularly  lamented  the  loss  of 
Ensign  ToUemache,  the  heir-apparent  to  the  Scotch 
earldom  of  Dysart 
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ThiK  galliliit  youngs  man  had  not  attained  bk  twenty* 
first  year ;  and  it  was  considered  as  somewhat  remark-' 
aUe,  that  his  father  had  fallen  in  a  duel  during  the 
American  war. 

The  outworks  being  thus  carried,  his  royal  highnessy 
on  the  following  day,  sent  a  suaunons  to  the  command- 
ant, and  another  to  the  municipality  of  Valencienqes^ 
informing  them,  that,  unless  they  capitulated  immedi** 
ately,  the  place  would  be  stormed.  Upon  this.  Gene* 
ral  Ferrand  requested  a  truce  for  twenty-four  hours, 
which  was  agreed  to;  and  on  the  28th  the  articles 
were  signed,  the  garrison  be|ng  allowed  the  honours  « 
of  war  on  the  firdt  of  August,  and  to  retire  into  France, 
but  on  condition  not  to  serve  against  the  allies  during 
the  war ;  deserters  from  the  combined  army  to  be  deli* 
vered  up ;  the  inhabitants  to  be  pi'otected  in  their  per** 
sons  and  property,  and  to  be  permitted  to  remove,  if 
they  chose,  with  their  effects  within  six  months. 

By  the  lists  delivered,  the  garrison  appears  to  have 
consisted  originally  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eleven  men,  including  officers ;  but  not  above  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  marched  out  of  Valenciennes ;  all 
of  whom  soon  after  broke  their  engagements,  according 
to  the  French  custom,  and  again  appeared  in  arms. 

Hie  official  despatch,  announcing  this  achievement 
to  the  British  government,  states,  that  **  The  alaprity 
with  which  th^  troops  underwent  the  hardships  and 
severe  duty  of  the  siege,  as  well  as  the  res<dution 
which  they  displayed  in  situaticms  of  danger,  deserved 
the  highest  praise.  Batteries  were  allotted  at  diferent 
times  to  be  worked  by  the  royal  artillery,  and  every 
commendation  was  due  to  Major  Congrevq,  .and  to  the 
officevf  and  men  of  that  corps,  who  upon  this  ooca<d<ni 
fldly  supported  the  repvtatiom' they  had  so4ong  en|oyedi 

2p 
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Though  Colonel  Moncrieff  wa3  not  charged  with  the 
direction  of  the  siege,  the  greatest  advantages  were 
deriyed  from  his  professional  knowledge,  activity,  and 
zeal;  particularly  in  taking,  and  keeping  possessioR 
of  the  horn-work.  The  most  dangerous,  as  well  as  the' 
moist  laborious  parts  of  the  siege,  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
Imperial  forces,  who  had  about  thirteen  hundred 
officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  On  the  part  of 
the  British  and  Hanoverians,  the  loss  did  not  amount 
altogether  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty." 

A  few  days  after  this  conquest,  the  French  were 
driven  from  the  strong  position  which  they  occupied 
behind  the  Scheldt,  and  were  obliged  to  fall  back  upon 
Arras.  The  front  of  this  camp,  which  had  obtained 
the  name  of  Cassar,  was  covered  by  the  Scheldt,  its 
left  by  the  Cens6,  both  strengthened  by  inundations, 
and  protected  by  works,  as  the  right  was  by  the  for- 
tress of  Cambray ;  while  behind  lay  the  woods  and 
heights  of  Bourlon,  which  were  likewise  fortified  with 
the  utmost  care.  To  reduce  this  strong  post,  the  British 
troops,  seven  battalions  and  six  squadrons  of  Hanove- 
rians, two  battalions  and  fivie  squadrons  of  Hessians, 
and  four  battalions  and  ten  squadrons  of  Austrians, 
marched  from  their  respective  camps  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  August,  and  joined  the  same  evening  in  a 
camp  near  St.  Aubert,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke 
of  York.  The  entire  body  marched  early  on  the  follow^ 
ing  morning  in  one  column,  by  the  villages  of  St.  Hflaire, 
Bonssiere,  and  Wambaix,  and,  forming  afterwards  into 
'  two  divisions,  crossed  the  Scheldt  at  Crevecoeur  and 
Manieres.  During  the  march,  a  body  of  republican 
cavalry  appeared  upon  the  right  flank  towards  Cam- 
bray, but  retreated  in  great  confusion  on  the  approach 
fK  some  horse  towards  them,  and  the  firing  of  a  few 
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shot  from  the  Austrian  light  artillery.  As  the  allied 
troops  had  been  eleven  hours  upon  their  march>  and  thcf 
heat  was  excessive  when  they  reached  Manieres,  it  was 
impossible  to  proceed  any  further,  and  accordingly  a 
camp  was  taken  upon  the  adjoining  heights. 

In  the  evening,  just  after  the  15th  Light  Dragoo&K 
had  been  watering  their  horses,  Lieuteuant-colonel 
Churchill  observed  a  body  of  French  cavalry  at  a 
small  distance ;  upon  which  he  instantly  took  the  first 
squadron  that  happened  to  be^  in  readiness,  leaving 
orders  for  the  others  to  follow,  and  charged  them  with 
so  much  vigour  and  success,  that,  besides  killing 
several,  he  took  two  officers,  forty-four  privates,  and 
sixty  horses. 

The  same  day  a  column  of  the  Austrians  under  the 
command  of  General  Clairfait,  having  advanced  upon 
Youy  and  Thun  L'Eveque,  possessed  themselves,  with 
little  opposition,  of  all  the  enemy's  posts  along  the  right 
of  the  Scheldt.  A  third  column,  under  General  Collo^ 
redo,  marched  at  the  same  time  upon  Navres,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  co-operate  with  either  of  the  others,  as  cir-> 
cumstances  might  require.  These  dispositions  being 
made,  the  Duke  of  York  put  his  corps  again  in  motion 
on  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  having  divided  it  into  three 
columns,  directed  upon  the  villages  of  Graincourt, 
Anneux,  and  Cantain,  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing the  enemy  upon  the  heights  of  Bourlon,  bat  it  was 
discovered  that  they  had  gone  off  in  the  night ;  and 
as  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  army  behind 
the  Scheldt  had  done  the  same,  his  royal  highness 
took  the  whole  of  the  cavalry,  (two  squadrons  of  the 
Greys,  and  the  Austrian  regiment  De  la  Tour,  except- 
ed,) and  went  in  pursuit.  He  fell  in  with  the  van- 
guard at  the  village  of  Murguion,  where  two  pieces 
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of  cannon,  the  artillery  men  belonging  to  Uiem,  and 
several  more  prisoners,  were  taken  by  the  Eleventh 
Light  Dragoons  and  the  Hussars  of  Barco.  The 
enemy  in  their  retreat  set  fire  to  the  villi^,  which 
occasioned  a  considerable  delay,  there  being  no  other 
passage  than  the  bridge  across  the  rivulet  on  which 
it  stands.  This  obstacle  was  at  last  overcome^  and 
the  fugitives  were  followed  to  the  next  defile,  near  the 
village  of  Villiers.  Here  a  large  body  of  cavalry^ 
apparently  about  four  thousand  in  number,  with  acme 
battalions  of  infantry  and  eight  pieces  of  cannon, 
were  seen  on  the  opposite  heights.  The  French,  how- 
ever, continued  their  retreat;  and  as  no  advantage 
seemed  likely  to  accrue  from  further  pursuit,  the  troops, 
after  baiting  some  time,  returned  to  the  camp.  The 
same  day  Greneral  Clairfait  crossed  the  Scheldt  at 
daybreak,  but  found  that  the  enemy  had  abapdoned 
their  position  during  the  night:  Greneral  Alvinzy, 
however,  who  commanded  a  smaller  column  upon  the 
right,  fell  in  with  a  post  near  Hordaing,  and  took  some 
prisoners. 

From  this  time  till  the  middle  of  the  month,  nothing 
of  moment  occurred,  owing  to  the  tardiness  and  inde- 
cision of  the  Imperial  councils,  lliis  want  of  energy 
was  so  repugnant  to  the  ardent  feelings  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  that  he  sharply  remonstrated  with  the  Prince  of 
Hohenlohe,  the  Austrian  quarter*master-general,  on 
the  subject.  That  commander,  however,  instead  of 
quickening  his  motions,  complained  of  the  prompti« 
tude  of  the  British  prince,  and  even  threw  out  reflec* 
tions  upon  him  for  his  exertions  in  pursuing  the 
enemy.  But  this  was  not  the  only  cause  of  dissatis*- 
faction  which  the  Duke  experienced  in  bis  present 
circumstances ;  for  the  cabinet  at  home,  flushed  witli 
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tlie  late  suocess  in  Flanders,  aent  orders  to  bis  loyal 
highness  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Dunkirk.  Witii 
whom  the  idea  of  this  measure  originated^  has  never 
been  clearly  ascertained;  but  it  appeared  so  pre- 
posterons,  that  his  royal  .highness,  as  well  as  the  other 
generals,  made  strong  representations  against  it, 
wiUiout  producing  any  effect.  Reluctantly,  therefore, 
the  Duke  proceeded  to  put  the  orders  which  he  had 
received  into  execution,  and  whOe  the  Prince  of  Ck>- 
bourg  laid  siege  to  Qoesnoy  and  invested  Maubeuge, 
his  royal  highness  pursued  his  march  in  the 
pf  Orchies,  Tourcoing,  and  Menin,  with  the 
Hanoverian,  and  Hessian  troops,  to  winch  was  added 
a  body  of  Austrians  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
general  Alvinzy. 

Having  taken  up  a  position  near  Menin  on  the  18th 
of  August,  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange  made  an 
attack  the  same  day  upon  the  French  jxists  of  Mau- 
vaix,'Blaton,  and  lincdles.  This  was  in  some  degree 
advantageous  to  the  operations  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
as  it  served  to  cover  his  march,  and  to  keep  the  ^nemy 
in  a  state  of  uncertainty  with  regard  to  his  designs. 
The  fonner  of  these  attacks  miscarried ;  and  Aough 
in  the  latter  his  serene  highness  succeeded,  it  was  not 
without  much  loss. 

About  <me  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  in 
their  turn  attacked  the  post  of  Lincelles  in  great 
force.  The  prince,  who  had  made  large  detachments 
from  his  camp  for  the  different  enterprises,  requested 
fhe  Duke  to  send  three  battalions  to  the  support  of 
his  troops.  The  three  nearest  battalions,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  those  of  the  First  Coldstream,  and  the 
third  regiments  of  Guards^  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
march,  updcr  Uie  command  of  Major-general  Lakci 
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for  that  purpose.  Upon  their  arrival  at  lincdleB,  they 
were  mortified  to  find  the  post  in  the  possession  of 
the  enemy;  the  Dutch  troops  haying  been  forced  to 
abandon  it,  and  retreat  by  a  different  road  from  that 
which  the  British  had  taken.  To  have  fallen  back 
under  these  critical  circumstances,  would  have  giyen 
the  enemy,  who  were  evidently  superior  in  numbers, 
an  opportunity  of  entirely  defeating  the  detachments 
Greneral  Lake  therefore  embraced  a  resolution  worthier 
of  the  troops  which  he  commanded,  and  it  was  attended 
with  glory  and  success.  He  determined  upon  an  imme* 
diate  attack.  The  enemy  occupied  a  redoubt  of  nn* 
common  magnitude  and  strength,  upon  a  height  adjoin* 
ing  to  the  high  road  in  front  of  the  village  of  Lincelles. 
The  road  itself  was  defended  by  other  works  strongly 
pallisadoed ;  while  woods  and  ditches  covered  their 
flanks.  The  battalions  were  instantly  formed,  and  ad- 
vanced under  a  very  heavy  fire,  with  an  order  and 
intrepidity  to  which  no  praise  could  be  adequate. 
After  firing  three  or  four  rounds,  they  rushed  on  with 
their  bayonets,  stormed  the  redoubt,  and  drove  the 
enemy  through  the  village.  At  the  end  of  lincdles 
the  French  rallied  under  the  protectioh  of  some  other 
troops,  and  kept  up  for  some  time  a  severe  fire  ;  but 
they  were  again  defeated,  and  so  entirely  put  to  the 
rout,  that  they  did  not  again  make  their  appearance 
in  that  quarter.  On  this  occasion  they  lost  eleven 
pieces  of  cannon,  two  of  which  had  been  before  captured 
from  the  Dutch.  There  were  about  fifty  prisoners  taken, 
but  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  could  not  be 
ascertained  with  any  precision,  though  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  between  two  and  three  hundred  men. 
By  the  concurring  testimony  of  the  prisoners,  the 
enemy  had  twelve  battalions   upon  their  post,  and 


MBMOIR  OF  THB  DUKE  OP  YORK.      331 

must  have  been  upwards  of  five  thousand  men,  while 
the  English  force  consisted  in  the  whole  of  no  more 
than  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-two.  The  loss  of 
the  latter,  considering  the  difficulties  and  resistance 
with  which  they  had  to  contend,  was  not  so  great  as 
might  have  been  expected ;  but  'the  commander  in 
chief  had  to  regret  the  deaths  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Bosville  of  the  Coldstream,  and  Lieutenant  de  Pcyster 
of  the  royal  artillery. 

The  Duke  in  his  despatches  bestowed  warm  praise 
upon  all  the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged  in 
this  gallant  action,  particularly,  noticing  the  conduct 
of  Colonels  Grinfield,  Hulse,  and  Pennington,  and 
Major  Wright  of  the  artillery. 

As  soon  as  the  retreat  of  the  Dutch  troops  was 

,  known,  several  battalions  were  ordered  from  camp  to 

support  the  Guards ;    but   before  their  arrival  the 

action  was  over :  however,  they  remained  to  strengthen 

the  post  during  the  night. 

About  the  same  time  Field-marshal  Freytag^  at  the 
head  of  the  Hanoverians,  defeated  the  French  at  Oost 
Capelle,  Rexmode,  and  Hoendschoote,  taking  from  them 
eleven  pieces  of  cannon  and  two  hundred  prisoners ; 
while  the  Duke  of  York  on  the  22d  marched  from 
Fumes  to  attack  the  camp  of  Ghivelde,  and  make  an 
approach  upon  Dunkirk.  The  army  advanced  in 
three  columns ;  the  cavalry  along  the  strand,  another 
division  upon  the  road  leading  by  the  canal  upon 
Ghivelde,  and  a  third  to  the  left.  The  advanced 
posts  of  the  enemy  were  driven  back,  with  the  loss  of 
two  or  three  men  wounded,  and  night  coming  on,  the 
French  halted  within  a*  short  distance  of  their  camp, 
which  they  abandoned  during  the  night ;  as  they  after- 
terwards  did  a  redoubt,  where  they  left  four  guns,  and 
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then  took  up  tbeir  ground  within  a  league  of  the  town. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  the  evening  at  the 
adyanced  posts  in  the  gardens  and  enclosures  lying 
in  front  of  the  camp,  and  upon  the  Downs,  bj  which 
the  Austrian  regiments  of  Starray  and  O'Donnelhad 
upwards  of  fifty  meu  killed  and  wounded  ;  but  in  the 
issue  the  enemy  were  routed.  At  this  time  the  French 
made  an  opening  in  the  dike  of  the  canal  between 
Dunkirk  and  Bruges,  by  which  means  they  were 
enabled  to  inundate  a  great  part  of  the  country  ftom 
the  sea.  On  the  other  hand,  Field-maririild  Freytag 
ma4e  himself  master  of  the  posts  of  Warmouthe  and 
Eckelsbedc,  with  the  bridge  of  Lefietinck's  Hacke. 

In  order  to  get  possession  of  the  ground  "Which  it  was 
necessary  to  occupy  previous  to  the  siege,  the  British 
commander  resolved-  to  attack  the  enany,  who  were 
still  posted  at  some  distance  from  Duilkiik.  Accord-^ 
ingly,  on  the  24th  the  battalions  destined  for  this  ser-* 
vice  proceeded  to  attack  the  outposts  betwtoen  the 
canal  of  Fumes  and  -the  sea.  At  the  same  time  lieu- 
tenant-general D'Alton  advanced  with  the  ireserve,  whd 
were  encamped  upon  that  side,  to  their  support.  The 
enemy  were  completely  repulsed,  and  driven  with  hiis 
into  the  town,  leaving  one  piece  of  ordnance  and  soibe 
prisoners.  But  the  ardour  of  the  British  troops  on  this 
occasion  carried  them  further  in  the  pursuit  dian  was 
intended,  so  that  they  actually  came  under  the  cannon 
of  ike  place,  by  which  means  a  considerable'injory  was 
sustained. '  This  was  indeed  the  more  likely  to  happen^ 
and  more  diificult  to  be  prevented,  from  the  country  being 
covered  with  trees  and  strong  endosuffes.  lieateaant'* 
general  D'Alton  was  kflled  by  a  cannda-sfaot  t6wWds  the 
conclusion  of  the  afiair ;  and  his  death  Was  >ery  severely 
felt«  .  The  courage  and  ability  which' he  had  diApIayad 
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jft  the  eonrae  of  naiiy  campaigiis,  raised  him  to  iht 
Jughest  rank  of  estiaiatioii  in  the  army  in  which  he 
served. 

* 

-  Hi3  royal  highness  bad  l&emse  to  lament  the  I6ss 
of  Cidonel  Eld  of  the  Ccddstxeam  regiment,  and  of 
several  other  valuable  men.  The  two  British  bat- 
talions engaged  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Lei^ 
and  M^jor  Matthews ;  and  the  grenadier  battalion  of 
the  Hessians  hy  Cdonel  Wurmb.  The  Duke  parti* 
cnlady  expressed  his  sesjie  of  the  exertions  of  Ms^oy* 
general  Abercrembie,  M«uor-general  Vemeck,  and  of 
lieatenant'general  Wurmbr 

Having  gaii^  this  advantage*  the  army  took  np  the 
ground  which  it  was  intended  they  should  occupy ; 
and  the  advanced  poste  were  carried  within  a  short 
distance  -of  the  town*     But  the  British  arms  were  now 
to  experience  a  s«4  reverse.    The  French  goyeraraantii 
in  order  to  save  Dunkirk,  despatched  a  large  body  of 
troops  lor  the  relief  of  the  place>  under  General  Hou-* 
chard,  who  was  aocompaped  by  two  members  of  the 
convention,  named  Hentt  and  Dnquesnoy.    The  ac- 
cession of  this  fioree  gave  the  reput>licans  such  a  de-r 
cided  superiority  in  number,  that  it  was  resolved  to 
harass  the  besiegers  by  general  and  frequent  attacks. 
Accordingly  on  the  6tb  of  September  the  enemy  as*- 
sailed  the  whole  of  Marshal  frey trig's  posts^  as  well 
from  the  town  of  BerguM  as  from  the  camp  of  Cassel. 
The  combined  troops  bdiaved  with  the  utmost  bravery^ 
and  the  [enemy  were  sepulsed  at  Warmouthe^  Escbel- 
beck,  and  several  otiher  places ;  but  at  last,  by  bring* 
ing  up  fresh  forces,  they  gained  possession  of  Bam- 
broke,  Bomsbrugghe,  and  Poperinghe* 

By  the  loss  of  these  posts,  the  fleld-marshal  found 
IMmself  under  the  necessity  ^of  falUog  back  in  the 

2c 
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night  apon  Hondschoote,  where  he  formed  a  camp> 
with  his  right  upon  the  canal  and  the  left  extending 
towards  Leyrel. 

In  the  retreat  of  this  night.  Prince  Adolphos,  now 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  and  Field-marshal  Freytag,  were 
for  a  short  time  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  A 
patrol  of  cavalry,  which  ought  to  have  been  in  their 
front,  having  taken  another  road,  they  went  into  the 
village  of  Rexpoede,  through  which  one  of  the  columns 
was  to  pass,  but  which  was  then  occupied  by  the 
en^ny.  His  royal  highness  was  wounded  with  a  sabre 
on  the  head  and  arm.  The  field-marshal  was  also 
Wounded  in  the  head;  in  consequence  of  which  he 
became  unable  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  for 
some  time.  Captain  Ouslar,  one  of  Prince  Adolphus's 
aides-de-camp,  was  killed,  and  another.  Captain  Wan- 
genham,  was  severely  wounded.  From  this  perilous 
situation,  his  royal  highness  and  the  field-marshal 
were  relieved  by  the  intrepidity  and  presence  of  mind 
of  General  Walmoden,  who,  upon  discovering  that  the 
enemy  were  in  possession  of  Rexpoede,  immediately 
collected  a  body  of  troops,  attacked  the  place  without 
hesitation,  and  defeated  the  French  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. The  helmet  of  the  prince  was  cut  quite  throii^h 
in  this  affair,  and  one  of  his  eyes  was  very  much  in^ 
jured ;  upon  which  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  be 
should  return  to  England,  and  on  the  13th  he  arrived 
in  London,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Kew  palace. 

On  the  evening  of  the  sixth,  the  enemy  made  a  sally 
from  Dunkirk;  directing  their  attack  chiefly  against 
the  right,  where  they  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  for  some 
time;  but  the  fourteenth  regiment  of  infantry,  com- 
manded  by  Major  Boss,  in  the  absence  of  Colonel  Doyle 
who  was  ill,  and  the  Austrian  regiments  of  Starray^ 
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tod  Jordis,  being  ofd^red  up  to  support  thai  part  df  the 
position,  they  were  driyen  back  into  the  town.  The 
loss,  on  this  occasion,  however,  was  considerable ; 
though  that  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater.  Ck>loneI 
Moncrieff  was  so  dangerously  wounded  in  this  attack, 
as  to  be  incapacitated  for  service,  which  proved  a  very 
serious  loss  at  that  critical  period,  when  a  mind  so 
active  and  fertfle  of  resources  as  his,  was  particularly 
wanted,  to  repel  a  powerfiil  and  enterprising  foe. 

The  French,  conformable  to  their  plan,  now  followed 
up  the  advantage  which  they  had  gained,  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  seventh  made  another  attack  upon  the 
post  occupied  by  the  Hanoverians,  but  were  repulsed.- 
This,  however,  did  not  prevent  them  from  renewing 
their  efforts  the  next  day,  when  they  made  an  attack 
upon  every  point,  and,  notwithstanding  the  greatest 
exertions  of  bravery  in  the  troops,  and  of  ability  in 
General  Walmoden,  they  succeeded  in  forcing  the 
centre  of  the  line.  Upon  this,  the  Hanoverian  com^ 
mander  retired  behind  the  small  oanal  running  from 
Beltam  to  Steenkirk.  The  loss  in  this  action  was 
very  severe,  and  many  gallant  officers  fell.  But  the 
enemy  also  suflEered  considerably,  and  had  three  pieces 
of  cannon  taken  from  them  during  the  contest,  with 
several  prisoners. 

While  the  Hanoverians  were  thus  engaged,  the  Duke 
of  York  sent  two  battalions  of  Hessians  to  their  sup- 
port ;  but  finding  that  this  aid  was  ineffectual,  his  royal 
highness  was  reduced  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
collecting  his  whole  force,  and  abandoning  the  position 
which  he  had  taken  up  before  Dunkirk. 

As  the  case  was  urgent,  it  became  impossible  to 
carry  off  the  heavy  ordnance ;  and  accordingly  thirty- 
two  guns,  and  a  great  part  of  the  stores  intended  for 
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the  siege,  were  left  behind*  The  Mmy  then  broke  np 
in  tiie  night  of  the  eighth,  and  encamped  on  the  fidlow- 
ing  morning  at  Adenkerkque*  The  retreat  wae  con- 
ducted in  an  admirable  manner  by  General  Sir  William 
^skine,  who  commanded  the  rear-guard ;  and  though 
the  eatmj  made  two  sorties,  they  were  repulsed  in 
both,  without  being  able  to  do  any  mischief* 

Thus  ended  the  unfortunate  expedition  agamst  Dun- 
kirky  which,  as  hath  been  already  observed,  was  under* 
taken  against  the  decided  opinicm  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
whose  remonstrances  were  disregarded  by  the  miUtary 
fidministration  in  England.  During  the  iniiole  of  thin 
arduous  service,  his  royal  highness  evinced  the  most 
steady  disposition;  and,  by  his  vigilance,  saved  the 
army  he  comnuinded  from  being  overpowered  by  num- 
hers.  It  appeared  that  Bouchard  had  coUected  forces 
for  this  enterpruse  from  every  quarter  of  the  country, 
from  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  Moselle,  and  particu* 
larly  that  which  had  occupied  the  camp  of  Csdsar. 

The  mortification  attending  this  disaster  was  aggra- 
vated by  the  culpable  conduct  of  the  British  govom* 
ment  in  ei^posing  the  anny  to  such  a  periloiis  service, 
without  a  supply,  in  the  first  instance,  of  proper  ordi- 
nance and  stores ;  and  afterwards,  of  neglecting  to 
send  a  naval  force  to  cover  the  besiegers  from  the 
annoyance  of  the  enemy* 

Considering,  therefore,  all  the  circumstances  under 
whidi  the  commander  in  chief  was  placed,  this  portion 
of  his  professional  history  reflects  a  lustre  upon  his 
military  character:  since,  abandoned  aa  he  was  by 
the  administration  at  homo, — and  left,  by  the  defeat  of 
his  auiuliaries,  to  his  own  resources,  in  the  &ce  of 
vindictive  and  increasing  enemies,  who  were  possessed 
of  every  local  advantage, — the  wtmder  is  that  Us  royal 
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UgliAess  riKNild  lia¥6  tetmmed  wKhoat  any  miiteiial 
dimuiHtion  of  his  antiy  fimni  the  walls  of  Dunkirk. 
.  The  National  CSonrentioD  of  Fiance  fully  expected 
that  the  force  sent  by  them  would  have  annihilated  the 
besieger^;  and  whm  they  found  that  the  Duke  of  York 
had,  contrary  to  their  hopesi  eflEected  Iub  retreat  with 
inconsiderahle  loss,  they  became  enraged,  and,  forget^ 
ting  the  services  of  Houchard,  ordered  him  up  to  Paris, 
whete  he  was  rewarded  with  the  guiUotiue.  The 
dtargea  on  which  he  was  tried  and  condemned,  were 
these: — ^first,  Itlmt  after  defeating  the  English  he^did 
not  drive  them  into  the  sea ;  secondly,  that  virhen  h^ 
had  surrounded  the  Dutch,  he  did  not  cut  them  ia 
pieces ;  thirdly,  that  he  sent  no  succours  to  the  troops 
butchered  near  Cambray  ;  and,  fimrfhly,  that  he  adban-< 
doned  Menin,  and,  in  his  retreat,  exposed  his  army  ta 
considerable  danger. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  oC  York  retreated  to 
Fumes,  from  whence  he  purposed  marching  to  Menin  | 
bnt  on  learning  that  the  Dutch  had  evacuated  that 
place,  he  diverged  to  Tboroute,  in  order  to  oppose  Hks 
ftrther  progress  of  tibe  enemy>  and  to  act  in  conjunCi* 
tion  with  General  Beanlieu,  who  oommanded  a  corpfl 
of  Aostrians  near  Courtray.  This  movement  was 
executed  oh  the  14th  of  Sqitember ;  when  lieutenant* 
general  Elirbach  with  two  battalions  of  Austrians,  two 
of  Hessian  infimtry,  and  four  squadrons  of  Britisb 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Major-general  Har^ 
eourt,  received  orders  to  advance  to  Bousselaira 
Upon  tiM  Iftth  tile  main  body  ef  the  army  pro<£eded 
to  the  same  place,  and  Iietttenant>geDera}  Ehrbach's 
corps  to  Ledegfamn,  it  being  the  intuition  of  his  royal 
highness  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  force  them  to  re^^ 
pass  the  Lys.    Infbnnatioii  was  here  received  of  tiie 
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Prince  of  Cobourg^s  bemg  on  the  march  towards  lisle, 
with. a  large  body  of  troops,  which  he  had  pat  in 
motion  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  evacaation  of 
Menin. 

During  the  advance  of  the  British  army,  the  enemy 
attacked  General  Beaulieu's  advanced  posts,  on  which 
eight  battalions  were  sent  to  his  support ;  but  the 
French  had  been  repulsed  before  their  arrival. 

This. measure  was  only  intended  to  cover  the  retreat 
of.  the  French,  as  they  had  begun  to  abandon  Mentn 
early  the  same  morning ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  day 
they  entirely  .abandpned  that  important  post,  whidi 
was  taken  possession  of  in  the  evening  by  General 
Ehrbach. 

The  Austrian  Netherlands  being  thus  materially 
relieved,  the .  Prince  of  Cobourg  earnestly  pressed  the 
Duke  of  York  to  march  with  his  troops  to  Engel  Fonw 
taine,  where  they  accordingly  arrived  on  the  16di  of 
October.  Previous  to  their  reaching  this  place,  the 
prince,  on  being  acquainted  with  the  march  of  his 
royal  bigness,  was  enabled  to  draw  from  thence  four 
battcilions  to  strengthen^  his  other  posts ;  and  a  fifth, 
followed  as  soon  as  the  English  had  taken  up  the 
ground. 

Meanwhile,  the  enemy  having  collected  in  great 
numbers,  attacked  on  the  15th  and  16th  the  corpv 
under  General  Clairfitit,  which  was  posted  with  it» 
rig^t  near  Birlemont  and  its  left  near  the  village .  of 
Wattigwies.  On  the  first  day,  the  left  .wing  of  die 
enemt  was  entirely  defeated.  Having  advanced  into 
the  plain  which  lay  upon  that  side,  between  the  twd 
armies,  they  were  charged  by  the  Imperial  cavalry,  and 
driven  back  with  great  slaughter,  and  the  loss  of  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon.    The  attack  made  by  them  upon  the 
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left  of  the  Austrians  was  more  obstinately  supported^ 
notwithstanding  which  they  were  finally  repulsed. 

On  the  following  day  the  enemy,  having  drawn  the 
greatest  part  of  their  force  to  the  right,  again  attacked 
the  left  of  Greneral  Clairfaif  9  corps  and  the  village  of 
Wattigwies.  They  conld  npon  this  side  approach 
within  cannon  shot  of  the  Anstrians  under  cover  of 
an  immense  wood,  caUed  the  Haye  d'Avesnes,  which 
in  the  event  of  a  repulse  secured  their  retreat.  The 
French  brought  a  great  quantity  of  heavy  artfllery  to 
the  edge  of  this  wood,  under  the  protection  of  which 
fhey  attadced  the  village.  The  utmost  firmness  and 
bravery  were  displayed  by  the  Austrian  troops  upon 
this  occasion.  The  enemy  were  several  times  repuls* 
ed.with  great  loss ;  and  ihey  were  repeatedly  driven 
from  the  village  after  they  had  carried  it ;  but  being 
enaUed  by  a  great  superiority  of  numbers  to  bring 
continually  fresh  troops  to  the  point  of  attack,  they 
at  last  succeeded  in  maintaining  possession  of  that 
post.  The  communication  between  General  Clairfait's 
corps  and  that  of  General  La  Tour,  which  observed' 
the  intrendied  camp  of  the  enemy,  being  by  this  means 
cut  off*,  it  was  judged  necessary  by  the  Prince  of  Co« 
bourg  t6  abandon  the  position  that  had  been  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  investing  Maubeuge ;  and  accord- 
ingly the  army  repassed  the  Sambre  in  the  night 
without  the  nuallest  loss. 

Lieutenant-general  Bensowsky,  who  commanded  a 
detached  corps  upon  the  left  of  the  army,  defeated  a 
body  which  was  opposed  to  him,  killed  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  French,  and  took  four  hundred  prisoners, 
with  .eleven  pieces  of  cannon.  Count  Haddick  who 
was  detached  by  General  La  Tour,  likewise  gained  a 
considerable  advantage,  penetrated  to  Sorbe  Oiateau, 
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and  took  three  pieces  of  ciimioB«  Joiudaii  coounaiided 
the  repobUcan  forces  ia  tbig  lAdr,  and  the  NatieiHd 
CoDveBtion  decieed^  that  he  had  not  ooly  ^Kstingnnriied 
himself  by  his  courage,  and  the  exoellenoe  of  his  plawi 
but  that  he  was  the  only  Fr^ch  general  who  bad  de^ 
feated  Cobourg  in  a  pitched  battle. 

,0n  the  21st  of  the  same  month  the  enemjr  MnAei 
the  advanced  posts  of  the  csamp  at  Me»i»,  partieiilady 
those  of  Werwick  and  Hallein,  b«t  they  were  flWfjr 
where  repulsed.  The  next  day  they  renewed  tiMk 
atttempt  with  giM*  violence^  and  at  lasi;  suoceedad  in 
fim^fig  posaeasictt  of  Werwiek*  Heavi  being  heubf 
exposedit  Ckimal  Bhrbach,  who  coannandeA  tfaan^ 
found  it  nofosaary  to^  ewcaate  the  town,  aodisedio 
wiUi  his  corpsii,  conaiating  ef  Anstnana  and  Bmurm^ 
riaoSf  iippn'  Gowteay*  The  French  ]ik#wise  attaakad 
the  troops  posted  at  the  ca«fi  of  Gaioing  upon  tto 
21st  and  two  foltaiwii;  days^  bnt,  they  wane  ddwo 
baek  with  conaideiiahle  loas,  havng  had  naar  four  fann.-^ 
drad'  kitted  Md  wounded.  The  Inniakfllfwis  and  siz'* 
^aenth  vegimMt  of  iic^t  dracoona  behamd  yn&  gsaat 
q^  on  tbia4>eGaaion*  Tbedfcvts  of  the  ^uuacf  weaa 
chiffky  dixeeted  against  two  poataon  the  kft  and  n^^t, 
of  botb  which  thegr  at  dilbraat  timea  gained  posaea* 
siDn>  but  were  afaifi  driven  from  tham  bgr  rsinforoa* 
ipefftf  sent  fitom  ifeie.  eamp. 

In  the  mean  time  the  repnhKcana  eniared  Famea, 
which  was  abandoned  at  Hkoa  appvoudu  They  then 
proceeded  against  Ifienport,  bn*  niMuraa  h»dng  been 
had  to  the  menenra  af  inundating  the  oaontiy^  tliay 
i^wpeobiiffddte^ retreat;,  and  soomaflhar  lite  place  waa 
^pM^tuaJiy  soQuoed  by  the  arnsral  af  GeMcals  Grey  and 
Qundas  mA  fiwah  troops  from  Sni^d. 

The  Dofce  of  Yoik  now  detenuBied  to  make  evaKy 
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j^ffible  exertion  for  the  prMeiitaoa  of  Austriaa  Flan- 
ders, vhich  seemed  in  inuoinent  danger  from  the  at-^ 
tempts  of  the  enemy  upon  the  wJbole  frontier  of  that 
piOTince.  Conaistant  withr  this  jntention^  his  royal 
highness  resolyed  to  altaok  the  enemy  at  Menin. 
General  Wahnodee,  to  whom  the  execution  of  this 
design  was  intrusted,  went  upon  the  9Bth  to  Conr^ray, 
to  take  commaod  of  the.  corps  which  had  recently 
occupied  the  camp  at  Menin;  while  Lieutenant-general 
Bnsche  took  the  command  of  that  which  had  been 
posted  at  Ifoucron^  but  wluch  had  fallen  back  ufon 
Worcoing.  The  attack  was  to  be  made  upon  diffjorent 
points  by  these  two  corps,  in  coqjunction  with  that 
of  lientenant-geneml  Wnrmb,  which  then  lay  in  the 
nsighbeuiiuiod  of  Thoroate.  Om  the  morning  at  the 
97tf»  Us  royal  hig^mess  marched  with  the  ixooj^  which 
had  been  ei^camped  near  Tonmay,  to  take,  up  the 
position  he  had  formerly  ocenpied  l>etween  Bf  ysien£ 
mid  Cisoing.  Diffeisttt  posts,  which  the  enemy  had 
established  upon  the  Marque,  were,  in  the  mean  tune/ 
driven  back ;  and  a  ]ncqnet  of  six  officers  and  one 
hnadied  and  ifty  men,  that  had  been  posted  at  the 
Tillage  of  Saingain,  retreated  across  tiie  plaipi  towarda 
Lanennes;  which  place  they  had  needy  laeached^ 
when  a  sqnadronof  the  JSecendDiagoen  .Guards,  kd 
Iqr  Maj«r  Crawfosd,  adTanciag  with  rapidity,,  gajned 
theif  yig^t  leak,  and  dmrged.  them  so  v^^ously  that 
i^ot  a  single  man  escaped ;  one  lumdred  and  fonr  being 
taken,  and  the  leaA  kiUad  on.the  spot. 

Meanwhile  the  enemy  had  made  some  pfegress  in 
another  part  of. the  country:  baring  attacked  Vieupert, 
dud  passed,  thengh  only  in  a  smaU  body,  .the  canal 
of  Ypres,  at  ^hodBeback.  In  oonseqoenoe  of  Ais, 
Cfeneral  Wurmb  All  back  vpon  Ghi^jtel,  in  order  to 
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eover  Brages  and  Ostend.    This  change  of  position 
rendered  abortive  the  plan  which. had  been  formed  for 
the  attack  of  Menin.    His  royal  highness,  hoinrever; 
still  keeping  that  important  object  in  view,  sent  %  rein- 
forcement of  tbree  battaIion3  to  General  Basche,  who 
had  by  this  time  advanced  again  with  his  corps  to  Mou- 
cron/and  dislodged  the  enenky  from  that  post,  of  which 
they  had  taken   possession.    It  was,  therefore,  now 
determined  that  the  attack  on  Menin  should  be  niade 
on  the  29th,  by  that  corps,  and  the  one  under  General 
Walmoden;   the  latter  advancing  directly  upoin  the 
town,  and  the  formei:  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Lys, 
against  the  village  and  heights  of  Hallouin.    In  order 
to  favour  this  enterprize,  by*  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  to  another  quarter,  the  Duke  of  York  sent  on 
the  preceding  evening  two  battalions  of  Austrian  in-, 
fantry,  and  some  companies  of  light  troops,  with  tWo 
twelve-pounders  and  two  howitzers,  under  the  com^. 
mand  of  General  Werneck ;   and  two  battalions  of 
British  infantry,  with  one  squadron  of  the  Seventh  and. 
one  of  the  Fifteenth  Light  Dragoons,  two  twelve-v 
pounders,  and  two  howitzers,  to  attack  Lannoy,  which', 
the  enemy  had  entrenched  and  occupied  with  fifteen* 
hundred  men.    Major-general  Abercrombie,  who  com- 
manded .  this,  detachment,  had  orders  to  expose  the 
troops,  as  little. as  possible,  but  to  confine  the  attack, 
to. a  cannonade,  until  the  enemy  should  be  driven' 
from  .their  post.    This  plan  had  the  desired  success; 
for  after  jresisting:  some,  time  the  heavy  and  well  di* 
reeled  fire  of  the  British  and  Austrian  artillery,  which 
V^as  gradually  advanced  to  within  a  very  small  dis-*^ 
tance  of  the  town,  the  French  gave  way,  and  retired 
in  great  diMcder,  some  towards  liale,  and  others  to 
Roubaix.    They  were  pursued  with  great  spirit  by 
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.liettteiiant-coloiiel  GhurchiU,  at  the  head  of  the  Lig^t 
Dragoons,  who  killed  and  wounded  near  one  hundred 
of  theniy  and  took,  fifty-nine  prisoners.  Several  others 
were  slain,  and  many  more  were  taken  by  a  party 
of  Austrian  infantry  who  entered  the  town. 

.Th^re  were  captured  in  all  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  prisoners  and  five  pieces  of  cannon,  besides  several 
tumbrils  and  baggage- waggons.  The  killed  were  sup- 
posed to  amount  to  between  two  and  three  hundred. 
.  In  point  of  numbers,  the  losi^  of  the  assailants  was 
very  inconsiderable ;  but  unfortunately  Captain  Suther- 
land, of  the  Royal  Engineers,  an  officer  of  acknow- 
ledged merit,  fell  upon  this  occasion.  Though  not 
called  upon  to  be  present  at  the  attack;  he  was  led  by 
his  zeal  to  accompany  the  detachment.  Towards  the 
close  of  this  gallant  affair,  accounts  were  received 
from  General  Walmoden,  stating  that  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  Menin  the  preceding  night,  and  that  they  bad 
the  appearance  of  giving  up  their  attack  upon  Tpres. 
Thus  it  was  evident  that  the  march  of  the  Duke  of  York 
from  Englefontaine,  and  the  judicious  movements  made 
by  bis  royal  highness,  had  the  effect  of  obliging  the 
enemy  to  abandon  the  enterprizes  in  which  they  had 
engaged  on  that  side  of  Austrian  Flanders.  « 

.  Still  bent  upon  following  up  the  course  which  had 
proved  so  successful  in  checking  the  operations  of  the 
French,  the  Duke  gave  orders  for  an  attack  upon 
Marchienes.  This  accordingly  took  place  on  the  29tb, 
when  eight  battalions  were  placed  under  die  command 
of  Major-general  Kray.  They  marched  at  midnight 
from  Orchies  in  three  columns,  each  headed  by  two 
officers  and  sixty  volunteers,  supported  by  three  hun- 
dred men  besides ;  but  none  of  them  were  permitted  to 
load.    The  rest  of  the  troops  of  the  different  columns. 
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with  tiie  artiileryy  fbllawed  at  gcnne  distance.  A  de- 
tachment from  the  corps  of  the  Austrian  mi^ot-feneral 
Otto,  posted  by  Denain,  marched  about  the  same  time 
ill  four  columns,  that  tiie  town  might  be  attacked  at 
once  on  all  sidfes.  The  latter  troops,  boWeter,  were 
discbrered  by  the  enemy's  outposts,  8^d  pr^rented 
from  penetrating  into  the  place  by  the  opposition 
which  they  met  with.  Those  nndef  Geileral  Kray^ 
one  column  of  whldh  advanced  ilpon  the  Mgh  road 
from  Orchies,  and  the  two  others  Upon  the  left  of 
it,  got,  abtmt  two  o'clock  in  the  inoming,  within  a 
short  diBtance  of  the  town,  before  ihey  Were  perceired. 
The  TcAunteers  at  the  head  of  (he  Cokimil  which  was 
upon  the  road,  fdl  in  with  a  picquet  aboat  tw^  hundred 
yards  from  the  gate,  which  ihey  surpif i^,  kffled  the 
greater  part,  and' pursued  the  rest  So  closely,  that  the^ 
entet^  the  place  along  with  them.  The  troops  ih  the 
town  niade  little  resistance.  After  being  driven  ftoA 
the  market-place,  where  they  had  at  first  assembled, 
they  retreated  to  a  neighbouring  convent,  where  they 
proposed  tetms  of  capitulation,  which  General  Kray 
itonsented  to,  as  they  surrendered  prisoners  of  war. 
With  the  Sole  condition  of  the  officeris  being  permitted 
to  wear  their  swords.  There  Were  one  thousand  ntt 
htiiidred  and  twenty-nine  prisoners,  oficers  included ; 
besides  which  twelve  pieces  of  cannofa  were  taken> 
With  a  number  of  tumbrils. 

This  was  the  last  affiur  of  any  moment  during  the 
campaign  of  179B,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Toik  was 
pafUcularly  concerned.  The  army  now  went  into 
winter-quarters,  those  of  his  royal  highness  being  first 
at  Gthent  and  next  at  Courtray,  where  it  recdved  con- 
siderable reihfoftements,  as  well  from  the  different 
laments  ih  Engltdid,  as  by  additional  corps  of  Hano- 
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yerianSj  Hejiidaiid,  and  Danmitadt  tfootM^  whldi  weie 
taken  inid  British  pay. 

In  the  course  of  the  winter^  th6  noted  GenenQ 
Macki  Ming  sent  to  the  conrt  of  London  to  ccmcert 
measures  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  had  an  intereiew 
with  the  Dnke  of  York;  who,  aft^r  arranging  ^er^ 
Ihhig  for  the  secdritjr  and  comfort  of  th^  forces,  fol- 
lowed the  general,  and  embarking  at  Oi^f^nd  on  board 
the  Vestal  frigate,  landed  at  RamSglite,  after  k  pas- 
sage  of  fourteen  hours,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1794. 

This  Tisit  of  his  royal  highness  was  for  bturiness, 
not  tela±ation  ot  pleasure,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month 
he  returned  to  the  continent,  where  the  repufolicah 
general  Plchegru  had  already  taken  the  field,  and 
transmitted  the  fdllewing  challenge  to  the  Prince  of 
Cobotarg: — 

''G(eneral, — I  stmmon  you,  in  the  hame  of  the 
French  republic,  to  give  lip  immediately  Quesnoy, 
Valenciehnes,  and  Ck>nd6,  otherwise  t  shall  attack  and 
vanquish  you/' 

At  this  time  some  Symptoms  Of  disunion  appeared 
in  ihb  confederation  that  had  been  formed  against 
•France.  The  King  of  Prussia,  who  had  hitherto  mAni- 
fasted  the  greatest  seal  in  the  cause,  now  gave  signs 
of  defection,  by  notifying  to  the  Diet  of  Ratlsboii, 
that  unless  his  troops  received  subsistence  at  the 
public  expense,  he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 
withdrawing  his  army  on  the  Rhine,  and  of  contri- 
buting no  more  than  his  simple  contingent  to  the 
war.  He  also  opposed  the  general  arming  of  tlib 
inhabitants  of  the  Germanic  empire ;  a  measure  which 
the  Prince  of  Cobourg  had  recommended,  and  the  Im- 
perial council  approved. 

In  this  critical  posture  of  affairs,  the  English  and 
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Dutcji  governments  consented  to  purchase  the  farther 
assistance  of  his  Prussian  majesty  by  a  subsidy,  for 
which  he;consented  to  ke^p  sixty-two  thousand  men 
employed. :;  The  emperor,  Francis  the  Second,  acted 
with  more .  dignity,  for,  preparatory  to  his  solemn 
inauguration  as  Duke  of  Brabant  at  Bruges,  he  took 
the  field  in  person  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand fighting  men. 

Nor  were  the  republicans  unprepared  for  the  ter- 
rible encounter.  Though  France  was  a  prey  to  all 
,the  horrors  of  despotism  and  anarchy,  insomuch  that 
every  city  had  the  appearance  of  an  immense  slaugh- 
terhouse, the  National.  Convention  possessed  such  a 
terrible  authority,  as  to  be  enabled  to  boast,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  of  having  one  million  and  a 
half  of  men  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  on  all  points. 
War  in  short  seemed  to  be  the  only  occupation  of 
man ;  and  Paris  alone,  from  its  three  hund][ed  forges 
and  fifteen  founderies,  furnished  eleven  thousand  five 
hundred  and  twenty  stand  of  arms,  as  well  as  eleven 
hundred  pieces  of  brass  ordnance,  every  month. 

Such  was  the  fearful  note  of  preparation,  when  the 
combined  armies,  consisting  of  Austiians,  British, 
Dutch,  Hanoverians,  and  Hessians^  to  the  amount  of 
one  •  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  men,  assem- 
bled, on  the  16th  of  April,  on  the  heights  above 
Cateau.  After  being  reviewed  by  the  emperor,  the 
Austrian  and  British  armies  passed  the  Selles,  and 
encamped  in  front  of  the  town  of  Gateau,  while  the 
Dutch  did  the  same  immediately  in  its  rear. 

At  nine  the  next  morning,  the  three  armies  moved 
forward  in  eight  columns.  The  first,  composed  of 
Austrian  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Prince  Christian  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  advanced  upon 
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the  village  of  Catillon,  where'  they  took  four  pieces 
of  cannon/ and  from  thence  proceeded  across  the 
Sambre,  and  took  a  positibn  at  Favril^  between  that 
river  and  the  Petite  Heipe/  so  as  to  invest  Landrecy 
on  that  side. 

The  second  column,  commanded  by  General  Al- 
vinzy,  and  consisting  of  the  rederve  of  the  Austrian 
army,  moved  forwards  upon  Mazinguet,  and  having 
forced  the  enemy's  entrenchments  at  that  place,  as 
well  as  at'Oisy,  proceeded  to  Nouvion,  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  wood. 

The  third  column,  which  consisted  of  the  main  body 
of  the  Austrian  army,  and  with  which  his  Imperial 
majesty  and  the  Prince  of 'Cobourg  went  themselves, 
marched  along  the  high  road  leading  from  Cateau  to 
Guise,  and,  after  cairying  the  two  villages  of  Rjbon- 
ville  and  Wassigny,  where  the  enemy  were  strongly 
entrenched,  pushed  the'  -advanced  guard  forwards, 
which  took  possession  of  the  heights  called  the  Grand 
and  Petit  Blocus,  and  on  the  following*  morning'  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Henappes. 

The 'fourth  and  fifth  columns  w^re  formed  of  the 
army  uiider.  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who 
took  the  direction  of  the  first  himself,  having  Lieu- 
tenant-general Otto  under  him;  while  the  other  was 
led  by  Sir  William  Erskine.  The  column  of  his  royal 
highness  was  intended  to  attack  the  redoubts  and- 
village  of  Vaux,  as  well  as  to  render  itself  master,  if 
possible^  of  the  wood  c^ed  the  Bois  de  Bohain^ 
which  had  been  strongly  ehttenched  by  the  enemy. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  great  defiles  and  ravines 
which  were  met  with  in  the  march,  the  column  did 
not  arrive  at  the  point  of  attack  till  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.     As  soon  as  the  cavalry  of  the  ad« 
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vaiice4  guard  appeared  en  the  heights,  the  enemy 
began  a  very  seyere  cannonade^  from  the  effects  of 
which,  although  very  near,  they  however  were  enabled, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  cover  themsdyes  by  the  natval 
inequalities  of  the  ground.  The  Duke,  having  ex* 
amined  the  enemy's  position,  and  finding  it  very 
strong,  determined  to  turn  it  by  tUeir  right ;  for  which 
purpose  lie  ordered  the  whole  column  to  move  for* 
wards,  under  cover  of  the  high  ground,  leaving  only 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  cavalry  upon  the  heights  to 
occupy  the  enemy's  attention.  Strong  batteries  were 
likewise  formed,  which  kept  up  a  heavy  fire,  and'pio- 
tected  the  movements  very  considerably. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  had  gained  sufficiently  th9 
demy's  flank,  the  advanced  guard,  Under  the  com- 
mand of  Major-general  Abercrombie,  was  directed  to 
begin  the  attack ;  and  two  companies  of  the  lif^t 
corps  of  O'lDonnel,  supported  by  the  two  grenadier 
companies  of  the  first  regiment  of  Guards,  under  tb^ 
command  of  Colonel  Stanhope,  stormed  and  toojc  tb^ 
Star  redoubt,  above  the  village  of  Vaux,  while  flie 
three  battalions  of  Austrian  grenadiers,  led  on  by 
Major-general  Petrash,  attacked  tbe  wood,  and  nifade 
themselves  masters  of  the  works  wriich  the  en^my 
had  constructed  for  its  defence. 

The  fire  of  the  French  was  at  first  very  sevens, 
but  when  the  combined  troops  approached,  the  repifb- 
licans  began  to  retreat  on  all  sides,  and  were  soon 
put  to  flight.  Upon  this  the  Duke  of  Toik  immedi^* 
ately  detached  a  part  of  the  cavalry,  consisting  of 
Hussars,  and  one  squadron  of  the  sixteenth  legimAnt 
ef  Light  Ikagoons,  commanded  by  Major  Lippert  of 
the  former  corps,  round  the  wood  to  the  riglit,  wiM> 
completely  succeeded  in  cutting  them  off,  took  fonr 
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pieces  of  cannon  and  one  howitzer^  with  a  consider* 
able  loss  of  men  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ;  whilst  the 
cavalry  of  the  advanced  gnard  on  the  left,  nnder 
Ccdonel  Devay  of  the  Archduke  Ferdinand's  hussars^ 
pnrsned  them  through  the  wood,  and  drove  them  into 
the  village  of  Bohain,  which  they  abandoned  imme* 
diately. 

While  these  movements  were  going  on.  Sir  William 
Erskine  was  equally  successful  with  his  column,  which 
was  intended,  by  the  villages  of  Marets  and  Fremont, 
to  turn  the  wood  ot  Bohain,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  his  royal  highness.  Sir  William  met 
with  no  resistance  till  he  arrived  at  Fremont,  where 
he  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  he  instantly  formed  his  line,  and  having  de- 
tached the  brigade  of  British  in&ntry,  and  the  Aus- 
trian regiment  of  cuirassiers  of  Zetchwitas,  with  four 
Squadrons  of  British  light  dragoons,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-general  Harcourt,  to  turn  the 
position,  he  attacked  it  in  front  with  three  battalions 
of  the  regiment  of  Kaunitz,  supported  by  a  well- 
directed  fire  of  the  Austrian  and  British  artillery  of 
the  reserve,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Congreve,  and  succeeded  completely  in  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  the  redoubts,  where  two  pieces  of 
cannon  and  a  pair  of  colours  were  taken.  From 
thence  he  proceeded  to  turn  the  wood  with  a  part  of 
the  corps,  leaving  the  rest  upon  the  position  at  Fre- 
mont. 

The  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  columns  were  in- 
tended to  observe  the  enemy  on  the  side  of  Cambray. 
The  first  of  these,  composed  of  Austrians,  and  com- 
manded by  Ck>ont  Haddick,  pushed  forwards,  as  far 
as  the  village  of  Crcvecceur,  and  detached  some  light 
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troopa  across  ihe  Scheldt,  without  meetiog  with  re* 
sistance.  The  seventh  coiunm^  consisting  of  Aus-' 
trians  and  Dutch  under  the  hereditary  Prince  oS 
Orange,  moved  forwards  upon  the  high  road  leading 
firom  Catean  to  Cambray,  and  advancing  beyond  Beau- 
vois  with  the  eighth  column,  composed  chiefly  of 
Dutch  troops,  commanded  by  General  Geylau,  covered 
the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange's  right  flank,  and 
took  their  station  in  front  of  St.  Hilaire.  Neither  ot 
these  last  oolunms,  however^  was  engaged ;  but  on  the 
following  morning  the  enemy  attacked  the  PrMice  of 
Orange's  advanced  guard,  who  repulsed  them  easily. 
What  added  greatly  to  the  general  sAtisf^tion  upon 
this  occasion  was,  the  inconsiderable  loss  sustained 
by  the  combined  armies^  whilst  that  of  the  enemy  was 
very  great.  The  British,  ji»  particular,  were  exceed-> 
ingly  fortunate.  The  honourable  CaiMain  Carleton  of 
the  Royals,  a  yoang  officer  of  promiaing  merit,  waA 
the  only  person  of  rank  killed,  and  hJ3  deaUi  was  fecdl- 
fa^:ly  regretted  by  the  illustrious  conunander  iu  chief. 

The  enemy  had  in  these  attacks  upwajids  of  thirty 
pieces  of  cannon  taken  firom  them,  of  which  tUne  fell 
to  the  lot  of  the  cohima  led  by  the  Duke  of  York,  asd 
two  were  captured  by  Sir  William  Brskine*. 

The  signal  success  which  attended  these  operations 
induced  the  empeior  to  heg^n  inunediately  the  siege 
of  Landrecy.  Accordingly  the  hereditsdy  Prince  of 
Orange,  to  whom  die  direction  of  the  siege  was  in- 
trusted, moved,  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  with  the 
greatest  part  of  his  camp  from  Beauvois,  and  took 
a  position  for  the  investment  of  that  fortress ;  while 
his  Imperial  majesty,  with  the  grand  army,  covered 
the  operations  on  the  side  of  Guise ;  and  that  of  the 
Duke  of  York  did  the  same  towards  Gambray. 
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Oik  the  moroiiig  of  die  SOtb,  the  Priace  of  Orange 
made  a  general  attack  upon  the  posts  which  the  enemy 
still  occupied  in  front  of  Iiandrecy;  and  not  only 
succeeded  in  getting  pl»sesaion  of  them  all,  but  took 
by  storm  their  intiienched  camp,  and  a  Very  strong 
r^oubt  which  they  had  thrown  up.  at  the  village  of 
Eloques,  within  six  huhdrod  yards  of  the  place.  He 
took  advantage. of  this  redoubt  to  cover  Uie  left  flank 
ti  the  trenches,  which  wefe  opened  the  same  evening. 
According  to  the  original  plan,  it  Was  determined  to 
withdraw  the  detached  corps  of  each  araay  as  soon  as 
the  position  for  the  intestment  of  Landrecy  was  pro- 
perly secured;  and  in  consequence  the  troops  undet 
the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York  were  about  to  retire 
on  the  moifning  of  the  2dd^  when  the  Prince  of  Cobourg 
sent  to  request  the  assistanc^e  of  his  i^yal  highness,  as 
the  enemy  had  attacked  his  posts  at  Grtad  Blocus  and 
Nouvion^  The  Duke,  without  loss  of  time,  marched 
immediately  in  person,  with  five  battalions  of  Aus^ 
tiians^  and  Sir  Robeit  Lawrie's  brigade  of  British 
cavalry:  but  befoire  he  arrived,  the  affair  was  over, 
General  Bellegarde  having  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
great  slaughter,  and  taken  from  ihem  four  pieces  of 
cannon  and  one  howitzer.  . 

On  the  following  day,  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  re^ 
quested  his  royal  highness  to  send  him  a  detachment 
of  cavalry  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  who  were  reported 
to  have  assembled  at  the  camp  of  Caesar.  This  desiit 
was  also  promptly  complied  with,  but  General  Otto,  who 
accompanied  the  party,  found  the  French  in  such  great 
force,  and  so  strongly  posted  at  the  village  of  ViUers^- 
«n«-Cauchie,  that  he  sent  back  to  the  Duke  for  a  rein«- 
ibrcement»  which  waa  immediately  detached,  consist^ 
fog  of  two  squadrons  of  the  SSetdiwitx  cuirassiers, 
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General  Mansel's  brigade  of  heayy  cavalry,  and  the 
Eleventh  regiment  of  Light  Dragoons.  As  they  could 
not  arrive  till  dark.  General  Otto  was  obliged  to  delay 
the  attack  till  the  next  morning,  when  it  took  place 
soon  after  daybreak.  He  then  ordered  two  squadrons 
of  Hussars,  and  two  squadrons  of  the  Fifteenth  regi* 
ment  of  light  Dragoons,  to  charge  the  enemy,  which 
they  did  with  the  greatest  success ;  and  finding  a  line 
of  infantry  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry,  they  continned 
the  charge  without  hesitation,  and  broke  them  likewise* 
Had  they  been  properly  supported,  the  entire  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy  must  have  been  the  consequence ; 
but  by  some  mistake.  General  Mansel's  brigade  did  not 
arrive  in  time.  The  enemy,  however,  were  completdy 
driven  back,  and  obliged  to  retreat  in  confusion  into 
Cambray ,  with  the  loss  of  twelve  hundred  men  killed 
in  the  field,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  French  being  determined  to  take  ample  revenge 
upon  the  British  forces,  now  prepared  to  throw  all  their 
force  upon  the  jKisition  of  the  Duke  of  Yotk^  on  the 
heights  of  Cateau.  With  this  design,  they  made  an 
attack  upon  him  on  all  sides  at  the  dawn  of  day  on  the 
26th ;  but,  instead  of  accomplishing  their  object,  they 
sustained  a  terrible  defeat.  Of  this  battle  the  Duke 
wrote  a  short  account  on  the  field,  for  the  information 
of  government ;  but  two  days  afterwards  he  despatched 
a  more  detailed  narrative  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  as 
follows : — 

**  It  appears  (says  his  royal  highness)  that  the  attack 
of  the  enemy  was  intended  to  be  general  almig  the  whole 
ifontier  from  Treves  to  the  sea.  The  corps  which 
attacked  that  under  my  command,  consisted  of  a  co^ 
lumn  of  eight  and  twenty  thousand  men,  and  seventy- 
nine  pieces  of  cannon,  which  marchiDd  out  of  Cambray 


MEMOIR   OF   THE   DUKLE  OF   YORK.  253 

the  preceding  night  at  twelve  o'clock ;  while  a  smaller 
one,  of  indefinite  force,  moved  forwards  by  the  way  of 
Fremont  and  Marets.  The  enemy  formed  their  line  at 
daybreak,  and,  under  favour  of  a  fog,  advanced  to  the 
attack  of  the  villages  in  my  front,  which,  being  occu- 
pied by  light  troops  only,  they  possessed  themselves 
of  without  much  resistance;  and  advancing,  formed 
their  attack  upon  Troisville,  into  which  they  actually 
entered,  but  were  dislodged  again  by  the  well-directed 
fire  of  grape-shot  from  two  British  six-pounders, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Congreve. 
Their  movements  being  now  plainly  seen,  and  their 
left  appearing  to  be  unprotected,  I  determined  to 
detach  the  cavalry  of  the  right  wing,  consisting  of  the 
Austrian,  cuirassier  regiment  of  Zetchwitz,  the  Blues, 
the  First,  Third,  and  Fifth  Dragoon  Guards,  and 
Royals,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-general 
Otto,  and  to  turn  them  on  that  flank;  whilst,  by  a 
severe  cannonade  from  our  front,  I  endeavoured  to 
divert  their  attention  from  this  movement.  Some  Ught 
troops  likewise  were  directed  to  turn,  if  possible,  their 
right  flank;  but  having  received  a  very  severe  fir^ 
from  a  wood,  which  they  imprudently  approached  too 
near,  they  were  obliged  to  retire :  they,  however,  imme- 
diately rallied,  and  after  driving  the  enemy  back,  took 
from  them  two  pieces  of  cannon.  General  Otto  com- 
pletely succeeded  in  his  movements.  The  enemy  were 
attacked  in  flank  and  rear ;  and,  although  they  at  first 
attempted  to  resist,  they  were  soon  thrown  into  confu* 
sion,  and  the  slaughter  was  immense.  Twenty-two 
pieces  of  cannon  and  a  great.quantity  of  ammunition 
were  taken.  Lieutenant-general  Cliapuy,  who  com- 
nnmded  this  corps,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  oflEicers 
and  privates,  were  captured. 
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*^  While  this  wcui  passing  on  our  right,  we  were  not 
less  fortunate  on  our  left.  The  cavalry  of  that  wing 
having  moved  forwards  to  observe  the  enemy's  co- 
lumn, which  was  advancing  from  Fremont  to  Marets, 
the  Seventh  and  Eleventh  regiments  of  Light  Dragoons, 
with  two  squadrons  of  Archduke  Ferdinand's  Hufisars, 
attacked  their  advanced  guard  with  so  much  spirit 
and  impetuosity,  as  to  defeat  them  completely.  Twelve 
hundred  men  were  left  dead  on  the  field ;  and  ten  pieces 
pf  cannon,  and  eleven  tumbrils  filled  with  ammunition, 
yrere  taken." 

On  this  occasion,  the  service  lost  General  Mansd 
and  Captain  Fellows,  of  the  Third  Dragoon  Guards. 

In  consequence  of  this  brilliant  eliploit,  the  town 
of  Landrecy  ci^itulated  on  the  aoth,  and  the  garrison 
surrendered  as  prisoners  of  wat.  On  the  other  hand, 
General  Clairfait  was  defeated  about  the  same  time  at 
Moucron ;,  where,  being  surrounded,  he  had  to  cut  bis 
way  through  to'  a  new  position  between  Toumay  and 
Coartray.  Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  the  empe- 
ror earnestly  intreated  the  Duke  of  York  to  march  as 
quick  as  possible  to  St.  Amand,  and  from  thence,  if 
necessary,  to  Toumay,  to  the  asaistatiee  of  Qairfait^ 

With  this  request  his  royal  highness  readily  corn* 
plied ;  and  of  the  result,  he,  on  the  8d  of  May,  wrote  the 
followittg  account: — 

"  I  Bkirched  at  twelve  o'clock  <m  the  night  of  the  81st, 
with  ajl  the  troops  under  my  command,  from  the  camp 
iiear  Gateau,  and  proceeded  here  with  part  of  the 
cavalry  yesterday  evening;  but  from  the  excessive 
beat  <rf  the  day,  and  a  severe  storm  which  lasted  .thjB 
whole  night,  the  infimtry  were  not  able  to  arrive  till 
this  morning.  I  went  over,  by  appointment,  to  meet 
General  Clairfait,  in  order  to  consult  with  him  upon 
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the  neceiisary  operations  for  compelling  the  enemy  to 
retire  from  Flanders,  and  had  at  the  same  time  an 
opportunity  to  inquire  more  fully  into  the  unfortunate 
affair  of  the  29th.  General  Clairfait  told  me,  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  the  advantage  of  bis  absence  at 
D^iain,  to  attack  and  carry  the  post  of  Moucron,  and 
consequently  Courtray  itself,  which  was  incapable  of 
defence :  that,  with  regard  to  the  affair  of  the  20th, 
it  had  been  his  intention  to  attack  the  ^oemy  as  sooti 
as  six  battalions  of  Austrian  infantry,  which  had  been 
sent  to  him  from  the  empenur's  army,  were  arriyed; 
but  that  the  French  were  beforehand  with  him,  and 
began  tibemsdves  the  attack :  that  his  troops  behaTod 
with  much  courage  and  resolution,  from  eight  in  the 
morning,  when  the  battle  began,  till  four  in  the  after- 
noon ;  but  that  as  soon  as  the  #  order  was  given  to 
retreat,  owing  to  the  intricacy  of  the  country,  they  fell 
into  a  confusion,  from  which  it  was  impossible  to  rally 
them.'' 

On  the  10th  of  May  the  French  made  another  des-^ 
perate  attack  upon  the  Duke  of  York  at  Toumay,  in 
different  columns,  to  the  amount  of  thirty  thousand 
men ;  but  after  a  sharp  engagement,  which  lasted  five 
hours,  they  were  repulsed,  leaving  behind  them  thir- 
teen pieces  of  cannon,  and  above  four  hundred  ]|^«* 
soners.  The  attack  began  at  daybreak,  when  the 
enemy  attempted  to  turn  the  Ouke's  left  flank,  but 
w^re  driven  back  by  the  Austrian  regiment  of  Kaunitz, 
wUch  was  posted  in  a  wood  to  cover  the  rest  of  the 
corps  on  that  side.  The  French  directed  their  next 
efforts  against  the  centre,  upon  which  they  advanced, 
under  a  heavy  cannimade,  with  great  resolution ;  but 
a  favourable  opportunity  presenting  itself,  of  attack*^ 
fog  them  on  their  rig^  flank,  whidi  did  not  seem  to 
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be  protected.  Lieutenant-general  Harcoart  was  de- 
tached for  that  purpose,  with  sixteen  squadrons  of 
British  cavalry,  and  two  of  Austrian  hussars.  The 
general  having  succeeded  in  gaining  their  flank, 
attacked  them  so  vigorously,  that  they  immediately 
began  a  retreat,  in  the  course  of  which  they  were 
soon  broken,  and  suffered  considerable  loss. 

While  this  was  passing  in  the  corps  under  the  par*- 
ticular  command  of  the  Duke  of  York,  that  of  the 
Hanoverians,  on  his  right,  was  attacked  with  equal 
vigour;  but  this  also,  after  a  severe  contest,  termi- 
nated  to  the  advantage  of  the  Hanoverians,  who  main- 
tained their  post,  and  repulsed  the  enemy,  causing 
them  to  flee  in  every  direction. 

Being  discomfited  in  this  quarter,  the  French  made, 
on  the  day  following,  a  desperate  attack  in  great  force 
on  the  corps  of  General  Clairfait,  which  had  the  night 
before  crossed  the  Heule.  The  action  lasted  from 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  eleven  at  night,  when 
the  Austrians  succeeded  completely  in  driving  the 
enemy  back  into  the  town  of  Courelai ;  but  not  being 
able  to  take  possession  of  the  place,  they  retreated 
behind  the  river  Mendal,  and  next  to  Tbielt,  where 
they  took  up  a  position  to  cover  Ghent,  Bruges,  and 
Ostend. 

The  emperor  now  came  to  the  resolution  of  making 
a  general  attack  with  his  whole  force,  in  order,  by  a 
joint  co-operation  of  the  troops,  to  compel  the  enemy 
to  evacuate  Flanders.  For  this  purpose,  on  the  16tb, 
at  night,  the  army  moved  forward  in  five  columns. 
The  two  on  the  left  were  intended  to  force  the  pas* 
sages  of  the  Marque,  and,  by  a  vigorous  attack  on 
the  posts  along  that  river,  to  cover  the  operations 
of  the  three  remaining  columns,  which  were  destined 
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to  force  the  po^tip  by  Rputbajx^  Waterloo,  aqd  Moiir 
pron,  and  tbu^  by  ffi^voiirj^g  the  pi^w^ge  of  O^iriiiit 
over  the  hjs,  m^  ikpv^  f^rnvrng  a  junotion  with  bif 
corps,  to  cut  off  1k^  qwwuQicatiop  betw/e^n  Lisl^  su)4 
.Coartray. 

VuSoTtx^mUiy  tb^  twQ  poluipps  4>ii  the  left  fo^rce^ 
the  pa^sHge  of  the  >Iarq[u^  too  i^,  wd  were  then  so 
mu^b  fatigued  by  the  length  of  the  mftrch,  as  not  to 
be  able  to  accomplish  the  reapaipder  of  the  proposed 
pfaa;  while  the  :<H>lu|im  on  th^  right,  u^^er  G^nera^ 
Bnpche,  finding  the  enepy  dt  Movcrop  in  muclt^ 
greater  numbers  than  had  been  expected,  w^  pndmr 
the  necessity  i>f  relinquishing  the  .atttack,  f^nd  of  re- 
treating to  it9  former  positiop  at  WArcoipg.  laen- 
tepant-geperal  Otto,  however,  hiui  V^tt^r  snccess,  ip 
proceeding  w|th  his  ctdunm  thr^pgh  Iie^rs  to  Water- 
loo, firom  wh^pice,  aifter  some  r^sist^oe,  he  drove  the 
aiemy,  and  pnah^  on  tp  ^ur^oing. 

Meanwhile  the  ceilumn  imder  the  Dnke  of  York, 
consisting  oi  /seven  battalion9  of  British^  five  of  Aus- 
triaps,  and  two  of  IJessiapfi,  with  ^i^  squadrons  of 
Light  Drag^pii,  and  ft»w  of  Qusiars,  moved  forward 
from  TeBpipdeiive  to  J^anpoy,  which  the  enemy,  after 
a  short  cannop^^de,  eypcuated.  Here  the  /service  lost 
Major  Wright  of  the  JStoytil  ArtiUery^  who  w^  a  brpve 
and  d^iservmg  officer.  I^is  roy^  highness  havipg  left 
two  Uessiap  battalions  at  Lannpy,  proceeded  to  Ron- 
Jbaix,  wjiere  the  enemy  were  found  in  great  strength 
both  of  pven  ^d  capnon ;  but  though  the  resistance  was 
proporticnally  vjgorpps,  it  proved  equally  unavailing, 
find  the  French  were  soon  compelled  to  retire  towards 
IfppcDW. 

A^  (be  Dake  at  this  tm^  coujd  gain  no  intelUgence 
of  the  two  cfidpmns  on  hM  right  find  left,  notwith- 

2k 
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standing  every  effort  was  made  to  obtain  it,  he  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  advance  any  farther.  He 
resolved,  therefore,  to  leave  his  advanced  guard  under 
the  command  of  General  Abercrombie  at  Roubaix, 
and  with  the  remainder  of  his  corps  take  up  a  posi- 
tion on  the  heights  behind  Lannoy.  Orders  for  this 
purpose  were  actually  given ;  but  when  his  royal  high- 
ness informed  the  emperor^  who  had  advanced  to 
Lannoy,  of  his  intention,  the  necessity  of  co-operat- 
ing with  General  Clairfait  induced  his  majesty  to 
direct  that  the  Duke  should  proceed  to  the  attack  of 
Mouveaux. 

In  obedience  to  these  orders,  his  royal  highness 
directed  the  attack  to  be  made  by  General  Aber- 
crombie, with  the  four  battalions  of  Guards.  The 
enemy  were  found  strongly  entrenched ;  but  after  can- 
nonading the  place  for  some  time,  the  flank  battalion 
advanced*  to  storm  it  with  the  utmost  vigour,  sup- 
ported by  the  first  battalion,  and  seconded  by  the 
seventh  and  fifteenth  Light  Dragoons,  under  Colonel 
Churchill,  who  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire,  with 
the  loss  of  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  men,  who  were  cut  down  in  the  pursuit, 
which  was  continued  as  far  as  Bouderes. 

The  Duke  of  York,  upon  maturely  considering  the 
nature  of  his  situation,  directed  Greneral  Abercrombie 
to  remain  at  Mouveaux  with  the  four  battalions  of 
Guards;  and  having  posted  four  Austrian  battalions 
to  cover  Roubaix,  his  royal  highness  detached  the 
second  brigade  of  British  infantry,  under  Major-gene- 
ral Fox,  to  take  post  on  his  left,  on  the  great  road 
leading  from  that  place  to  Lisle.  The  cavalry  were 
divided  with  these  several  corps,  for  the  purpose 
of  patroling,  as   the   nature  of  the  country  did    not 
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admit  of  their  being  of  any  other  use.  The  ad> 
vanced  posts  communicated  on  the  right  with  those 
of  General  Otto,  who  by  this  time  had  gained  pos- 
session of  Turcoing. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  the  enemy  attacked 
the  latter  post  in  such  great  force,  that  Colonel  Devay, 
who  commanded  there,  applied  to  the  Duke  of  York 
to  make  a  diversion  in  his  .favour;  with  which  request 
his  royal  highness  complied  instantly,  by  sending  two 
battalions  of  Austrians,  giving  them  at  the  same  time 
express  directions,  if  tiiey  should  be  pressed,  to  fall 
back ;  instead  of  which,  by  some  mistake,  they  joined 
the  colonel.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  an  opening 
was-  made  on  the  right,  of  which  the  enemy  instantly 
took  advantage,  by  making  an  attack  on  the  Duke's 
corps,  and  thereby  obliging  his  royal  highness  to 
employ  the  only  battalion  he  had  left,  to  secure  a 
point  of ,  the  utmost  consequence.  At  this  critical 
moment  a  very  considerable  column  of  the  enemy, 
amounting  to  fifteen  thousand  men,  appeared  advanc- 
ing from  lisle,  whilst  another  corps,  having  forced 
its  way  through  General  Otto's  position  by  Waterloo, 
commenced  an  attack  on  the  rear. 

The  few  troops  that  remained  with  the  Duke  soon 
gave  way  to  such  superior  numbers,  nor  was  it  possible 
for  his  royal  highness,  with  all  the  efforts  he  could  use, 
assisted  by  those  of  the  officers  who  were  about  him^ 
to  rally  the;  men.  At  this  moment  the  advanced 
parties  of  the  enemy's  column  from  Lisle  shewed 
themselves  upon  the  road  between  Roubaix  and  Mou- 
veaux,  by  which  means  it  became  impossible  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  attempt  which  his  royal  highness  made 
to  join  the  brigade  of  Guards.  Thus  perilously  cir- 
cumstanced, the  Duke  turned  his  attention  to  gain 
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General  Fox's  brigade ;  but  Upon  proceeding  to  tto<a- 
baix  for  that  purposie,  be  found  thid  position  also 
Decupled  by  the  enemy.  Tbtts  toiflpletely  cut  off  from 
every  part  of  his  corps,  nothing  t^mained  for  the 
Duke  but  to  force  his  way  to  that  of  Gtefieral  Otto, 
in  order  to  conceit  with  him  on  the  proper  measures 
to  be  adopted  for  the  deliverance  of  the  tf oops  of  his 
royal  highness. 

Accordingly^  taking  with  him  a  few  dragoons  of  the 
sixteenth  regiment,  he  pushed  on  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  and  after  a  sharp  conftici  succeeded  in  attain- 
ing the  Austrian  post;  but  the  project  of  matching 
ttpim  Lannoy,  to  which  (general  Otto  had  consented, 
as  a  measure  which  promised  to  facilitate  the  retreat 
of  the  British  troops,  beifig  given  up,  aUd  the  Hes*- 
sians  having  abandoned  the  place,  his  rbyal  highness 
found  himself  under  the  painful  nec^stAij  of  continue 
ing  with  Oeneful  Otto's  c<dumn  during  tiie  remiunder 
of  the  day. 

Previous  to  tliili,  the  Duke  had  sent  <Nrders  to  Genetvd 
Abercrombie  to  retire  from  Mouveaux,  to  the  heights 
behind  Roubaix,  where  it  was  his  royal  higfaness's 
intention  to  have  assembled  his  corps ;  and  where  the 
Coldstream  battalion  had  accofdingly  been  posted, 
to  cover  the  communicatiob  till  the  retreat  should  be 
effected.  In  consequence  of  these  diiectione,  the 
general  began  his  retreat,  but  when  he  arrived  at  the 
heights  of  Roubaix,  he  found  himself  eurrounded  on 
all  sides,  without  tlm  possibility  of  assembling  the 
corps,  upon  which  he  determined  to  purii  on  for 
Lannoy.  This  he  itccomplished  amidst  the  repeated 
attacks  of  the  enemy,  who  poured  in '  upon  him  from 
all  quarters^  General  Abercrombie  now  found  Lannoy 
also  in  possession  of  the  Miemy,  but  he  avoided  the 
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town  by  manching  r<nind  it  under  a  yeiy  heavy  fire» 
and  soon  after  reached  TempIeuTe. 

In  the  inean  thne^  Major-general  Fox,  after  standing, 
with  great  resolotion,  a  very  vigorous  attaclc  from  the 
principal  part  of  the  column  which  came  fitom  Usle^ 
began  his  retreat;  but  finding  himself  cut  off  from 
the  brigade  of  Guards,  and  Lannoy  occupied  by  the 
French,  he  directed  his  march  upon  the  village  of 
Leers,  at  which  placd  he  fortunately  joined  the  corps  of 
Lieutenant-general  Otto. 

The  loss  in  this  disastrous  affair  was  necessarily 
very  serious,  but  not  so  great  as  might  have  been 
expected,  considering  the  overwhdbning  force  with 
which  the  insulated  parties  had  to  contend,  in  a 
country  particularly  fiivonrable  to  the  views  of  the 
enemy ;  who,  from  their  perfect  acquaintance  with  the 
locaitties,  were  enabled  to  secse^  and  employ  to  advan- 
tage every  opportaaity  of  annoyance. 

On  all  these  accounts,  with  the  badness  of  the  roads, 
the  loss  of  the  horses,  and  the  timidity  of  the  drivers, 
the  leaving  behind  a  part  of  the  artillery  became  inevit- 
able. What  the  loss  really  amounted  to,  was  not 
accurately  stated  in  the  official  return ;  but,  according 
to  the  French  repott,  it  consisted  of  not  less  than 
sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two  thousand  prisoners. 

As  this  misfortune  proceeded  doldy  from  the  atten- 
tion paid  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  orders  of  the 
finpeiar,  the  latter  immediately  caused  the  Prince  of 
Gobourg  to  write  the  following  handsome  letter  to  tiie 
British  commander  :^-^ 

'^  Sa  Majesty  m'enjoint  de  donner  a  V.  A.  R.  les 
assurances  les  plus  positives  que  non  settlement  elle 
est  pftrfiedtemont  satiaAttte  de  la  mamere,  pleiAe  de  s£Ie, 
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d'intelligence^  et  de  yaleur,  dent  V.  A.  R.  scs  braves 
g^n^raux^  et  ses  braves  troupes  ont  execute  tous  les 
mouvemens  qui  on  eie  lieu  successivement  dans  les 
journ6es  du  17  et  du  18,  mais  qu'elle  lui  donne  par 
cette  lettre  le  t^moignage  certain  et  bien  d^cid^ment 
irrecusable  que  V.  A.  R.  n'a  fait  aucune  manoeuvre^ 
qui  n'ait  6t6  une  suite  essentielle  de  la  disposition 
g^n^rale,  ou  qu'elle  n'ait  engage  V .  A.  R.  a  faire  par 
les  messages  successifs,  que  dans  le  courant  de  Taffaire 
elle  a  recu  de  ce  Monarque/' 

''  His  Majesty  has  enjoined  me  to  give  to  your  Royal 
Highness  the  most  positive  assuranceis,  that  not  only 
is  he  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  manner,  ardent  zeal, 
skill,  and  valour,  in  which  your  Royal  Highness,  the 
gallant  generals,  and  the  brave  troops,  have  executed 
all  the  movements  which  successively  took  place  in 
the  battles  of  the  17th  and  18tb  ;  but  that  he  gives,  by 
this  letter,  a  decided  and  unexceptionable  testimony 
that  your  Royal  Highness  has  not  made  any  manoeuvre 
but  what  was  essential  to  the  general  arrangement, 
and  which  your  Royal  Highness  was  not  engaged  to 
execute  by  regular  messages  received  during  the  whole 
afiair,  from  the  Monarch  himself/' 

Flushed  with  their  success,  the  republicans,  four 
days  afterwards,  made  an  attack  upon  the  combined 
army,  under  the  command  of  his  Imperial  majesty; 
but  were  repulsed,  after  a  long  and  obstinate  engage- 
ment. The  onset  began  at  five  o'clock,  but  did  not 
appear  to  be  serious  till  towards  nine,  when  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  was  brought  against  the  right  wing, 
with  the  intention  of  foiscing  the  passage  of  the  Scheldt, 
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in  order  to  invest  Toumay.  At  first  they  drove  in  the 
outposts,  and  obliged  General  Bnsche's  corps  to  fall 
back  upon  the  main  army;  but  General  Walmoden, 
with  the  Hanoverians,  maintained  their  position.  -  The 
French,  however,  by  constantly  bringing  up  fresh 
forces,  were  enabled  to  continue  the  attack  without 
intermission  till  nine  o'clock  at  night. 

Hie  troops  of  the  right  wing  being  in  consequence 
greatly  fatigued,  it  became  necessary  to  support  them 
from  the  corps  under  the  immediate  command  of  the 
Duke  of  York.  For  this  purpose,  besides  seven  Aus- 
trian battalions,  his  royal  highness  detached  General 
Fox  with  the  second  brigade  of  the  British ;  and 
nothing  could  exceed  the  spirit  and  gallantry  with 
which  they  conducted  themselves,  particularly  in 
storming  the  village  of  Pontechin,  which  they  carried 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  enemy  upon  this 
began  to  retreat,  and  during  the  night  withdrew  all 
their  posts,  falling  back  towards  Lisle,  leaving  seven 
pieces  of  cannon  and  five  hundred  prisoners  behind 
them ;  but  the  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  little 
short  of  twelve  thousand,  which  was  accounted  for  by 
their  being  exposed  during  the  space  of  twelve  hours 
to  an  incessant  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry. 

While  these  operations  were  going  on.  Count  Kau- 
nitz  attacked  a  French  army  that  had  crossed  the 
Sambre,  and  obliged  them  to  repass  the  river  in  great 
confusion,  having  lost  fifty  pieces  of  canndn  and  above 
five  thousand  men. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Prussians  under  Marshal 
Mollendorff  completely  surprised  the  republicans  at 
Kayserslautern,  and  defeated  them  with  great  loss. 
The  enemy  encamped  there,  amounting  to  about  twelve 
thousand  men,  were  strongly  posted  in  a  situation 
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ooyeTed  with  redoiAte  and  entrendunfinU ;  besides 
wj)idi«  aeyeral  dikes  had  been  cut,  and  the  bridges  were 
every  where  destroyed ;  whUe  three  positions  were  pre>* 
paced,  to  jbcilitate  their  retfeat  in  case  of  aoddent. 
Notwithstanding  this^  the  Prussians  forced  the  works, 
killed  above  one  thewsand  men,  and  took  twice  the 
same  number,  with  ali  the  artillery^ 

At  this  period^  some  of  the  most  ferociovs  members 
ef  the  Nati^mal  Ck>nveiition  displayed  aa  uncommon 
spMt  ef  rancorous  hatred  against  England,  by  de- 
nounciAg  Pitt '' cm  enemy  to  the  human  race  :*"  but  this 
was  not  all,  for  they  followed  ap  the  ridiculous  pio* 
scription  by  the  inhuman  decree,  that  '^  HencofiNth  no 
QUi^ter  should  be  given  to  any  of  the  British  or  Hano^ 
verian  troopfl."  This  murderous  edict,  wbidi  passed 
on  the  Slat  of  May,  was  accompanied  by  the  fi^Uowing 
address  to  the  FnDaeb  armies :— - 

''  Sngland  is  c^fside  ot  every  ooirage  op  homanity, 
and  of  every  dime  towards  the  republic*  She  attacks 
the  rights  of  all  nations,  and  threatens  to  annihilate 
liberty.  How  long  wiU  you  suffer  to  continue  on  your 
frontiers  the  slaves  of  Greorge— the  soldiers  of  the  most 
atrodcms  of  tyrasts  ?  He  formed  the  congress  of  Pil'^ 
nitz,  and  brongpht  about  the  scandalous  surmider  of 
Tonion.  He  massacred  your  breAren  «t  Gienoa,  and 
bomed  onr  mAgaones  in  the  maritime  towns.  He 
corrupted  onr  cities,  and  endeavonred  to  destroy  the 
natiuonal  sepeamntation.  He  starved  your  plains,  and 
purchased  treason  on  the  frontiers.  When,  therefore, 
the  AVMits  €f  batdo  shall  put  in  your  power  either  Eng- 
lish or  Hanoverians,  bring  to  your  ramembrance  the 
vaat  tioafite  of  country  English  slaves  have  laid  waste, 
Cfiury  your  views  to  Ia  Vendite,  Toulon,  Lyons,  Mar- 
tiaico,  and  St.  Domingo— places  still  reeking  with  the 
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blood  which  the  atrocious  policy  of  the  English  has 
shed.  Do  not  trust  to  their  artful  language^  which 
is  an  additional  crime^  worthy  of  their  perfidious  cha^ 
racter  and  Machiavelian  government.  Those  who 
boast  th^t  they  abhor  the  tyranny  of  George^  say^  can 
they  fight  for  him  ? 

''No!  no!  republican  soldiers — you  ought,  there-r 
fore,  when  victory  shall  put  in  your  power  either 
English  or  Hanoverians,  to  strike;  not  one  of  them 
ought  to  return  to  the  traitorous  territory  of  England, 
or  to  be  brought  into  France.  Let  the  British  slaves 
perish,  and  Europe  be  free/' 

As  soon  as  the  Duke  of  Tork  was  made  acquainted 
with  this  atrocious  decision  of  the  sanguinary  ban- 
ditti then  at  the  head  of  the  French  government, 
instead  of  giving  way  to  passion,  he  adopted  a  reso- 
lution worthy  of  a  British  prince,  by  causing  the  fol- 
lowing General  Orders  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  his 
army: — 

''Ris  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York  thinks 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  announce  to  the  British 
and  Hanoverian  troops  under  his  conunand,  that 
the  National  Convention  of  France,  pursuing  their 
gradation  of  crimes  and  horrors,  which  ha^  distin- 
guished the  periods  of  its  government  as  the  most 
calamitous  of  any  that  has  yet  occurred  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  has  just  passed  a  decree,  that  their  sol- 
diers shall  give  no  quarter  to  the  British  or  Hano*» 
yerian  troops.  His  royal  highness  anticipates  the 
indignation  and  horror  which  has  naturally  arisen  in 
the  minds  of  the  brave  troops  whom  he  addresses^, 
upon  receiving  this  information.  His  royal  highness 
desires,  howevejr,  to  remind  them,  that  mercy  to  the 
vanquished  is  the  brightest  gem  in  a  soldier's  cha- 

2l 
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racier,  and  exhorts  them  not .  to  suffer  their  resent- 
ment to  lead  them  to  any  precipitate  act  of  cruelty 
on  their  part,  which  may  sully  the  reputation  they 
have  acquired  in  the  world. 

''His  royal  highness  believes  that,  it  would-be  diffi- 
cult for  brave  men  to  conceive  that  any  set  of  men,  who 
are  themselves  exempt  from  sharing  in  the  dangers  of 
war,  should  be  so  base  and  cowardly  as  to  seek  to 
aggravate  the  calamities  of  it  upon  the  unfortunate 
people  isvho  are  subject  to  their  orders.  It  was  indeed 
reserved  for  the  present  times,  to  produce  to  the 
world  the  proof  of  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of 
such,  atrocity  and  infamy.  The  pretence  for  issuing 
this  decree,  even  if  founded  in  truth,  would  justify  it 
only  to  mi^ds  similar  to  those. of  the  members  of  the 
National  Convention.  It  is,  in  fact,  too  absurd  to  be 
noticed,  and  still  less  to  be  refuted.  The  French  must 
themselves  see  through  the  flimsy  artifice  of  an  intended 
assassination,  by  which  Robespiere  has  succeeded  in 
proqqring  that  military  guard,  which  has  at  once 
established  him  the  successor  of  the  unfortunate 
Louis,  by  whatever  name  he  may  choose  to  dignify 
his  future  reign. 

''In  all  wars,  which  from  the  earliest  times  have 
existed  between  the  English  and  French  nations,  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  consider  each -other  in  the 
light  of  generous,  as  well  as  brave  enemies,  while  the 
Hanoverians,  for  a  century  the  allies  of  the  former, 
h'ave  shared  in  this  reciprocal  esteem.  Humanity 
and  kindnesKi  have  at  all  times  taken  place,  the  instant 
that  opposition  ceased ;  and  the  same  cloak  has  been 
fireqnently  seen  covering  those  who  were  wounded 
and  enemies,  whilst  indiscriminately  conveying  to  the 
hospitals  of  theconquerors.    The  British  and  Hano- 
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yerian  armies  will  not -believe  that  the  French  nation, 
even  under  their  present  infatuation,  can  so  far  forget 
their  character  as  soldiers,  as  to  pay  any  attention 
to  a  decree^  as  injurious  to  themselves  as  it  is  dis- 
graceful to  the  persons  who  passed  it.  On  this  con- 
fidence, his  royal  highness  trusts  that  the  soldiers  of 
both  nations  will  confine  their  sentiments  of  resent- 
ment and  abhorrence  to  the  National  Convention 
al6ne ;  persuaded  that  they  will  be  joined  in  them  by 
every  Frenchman  who  possesses  one  spark  of  honour, 
or  one  principle  of  a  soldier ;  and  his  royal  highness  is 
confident,  that  it  will  only  be  on  finding,  contrary  to 
every  expectation,  that  the  French  army  ha^  relin- 
quished every  title  to  the  fair  character  of  soldiers 
and  of  men,  by  submitting  to  and  obeying  so  atro- 
cious an  order,  that  the  brave  troops  under  his  com- 
mand will  think  themselves  justified,  and  indeed 
under  the  necessity  of  adopting,  a  species  of  warfare 
for  which  they  will  then  stand  acquitted  to  their  own 
conscience,  to  their  country,  and  to  the  world  :  in 
such  an  event,  the  French  army  alone  will  be  answer- 
able for  the  tenfold  vengeance  which  will  fall  upon 
themselves,  their  wives,  their  childfen,  and  their 
unfortunate  country,  already  groaning  under  every 
calamity  which  the  accumulated  crimes  of  unprin- 
cipled  ambition  and  avarice  can  heap  up(m  their 
devoted  victims.  His  royal  highness  desires  these 
Orders  may  be  read  and  explained  to  the  men  at  three 
successive  roll-callings." 

The  effect  of  this  address  was  not  confined  to  the 
British  army ;  for  the  French  soldiery,  on  being  made 
acquainted  with  it,  refused  to  execute  the  inhuman 
orders  of  their  superiors,  and  the  decree  itself  was 
soon  afterwards  repealed. 
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While  the  -Duke  of  York  was  thus  hazarding 
person  in  the  field  of  battle^  and  exhibiting  the  noblest 
spirit  of  heroic  humanity  towards  his  ferocious  ene- 
txdes,  his  amiable  consort  at  home  very  narrowly 
escaped  destruction  by  a  fire^  which  broke  out  at  Oat- 
lands  on  the  sixth  of  June.  This  accident  origi- 
nated in  a  room  adjoining  the  laundry,  and  the  flames 
raged  with  great  fury  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  during 
^hich  they  communicated  to  the  grand  armoury. 
Where  arms  to  the  value  of  two  thousand  pounds 
were  totally  destroyed;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
activity  of  the  neighbouiing  inhabitants,  the  whole 
premises  would  have  been  levelled  with  the  ground. 
The  entire  damage  was  estimated  at  somewhat  more 
than  three  thousand  pounds.     The  Dochess  beheld 

the  dreadful  conflagration  from   her  sleeping  room, 

' '      '  .  >  • 

which  was  in  the  centre  of  the  mansion,  and  from 
which  the  flames  were  kept  by  pulling  down  a  gate-' 
way,  over  which  the  wing  joined  the  house.  IDs 
Majesty,  on  hearing  of  the  misfortune,  went  to  Oat- 
lands  early  the  next  morning,  and  gave  the  necessary 
orders  for  clearing  the  ruins,  and.  rebuilding  the  wing 
which  had  been  destroyed,  at  his  own  expense.^ 

Our  attention  must  now  be  directed  again  to  the 
progress  of  the  campaign  in  Flanders^  On  the  16th 
of  June,  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  attacked  and' 
defeated  the  French  army,  which  had  repassed  the 
Sambre,  and  taken  up  a  position  near  Gosselies,  ia 

^    « 

order  to  cover  the  siege  of  Charleroi,  before  which 
place  they  had  already  begun  to  open  their  trenches. 
On  this  occasion  the  republicans  lost  seven  thousand 
men,  twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity 
ot  military  stores  and  baggage. 

But  whatever  advantages  might  attend  these  par- 
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tial  actions^  it  soon  became  evident  that  the  allies 
were  engaged  in  an  aneqaal  contest.  They  were 
now^  in  fact»  opposed  to  an  armed  nation;  and  as  fast 
as  one  army  was  annihilated^  a  more  numerous  one 
arose  in  its  plape^  so  that  the  colossal  power  of  the 
republic,  instead  of  being  reduced,  became  more  inyi- 
gorated  and  terrible,  by  exertions  which  necessarily 
brought  into  the  field  all  the  physical  strength  of  an 
immense  population. 

General  Jourdan,  after  sustaining  this  check  from 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  immediately  called^ up  rein* 
forcements  from  the  arpiy  of  the  Moselle,  which 
enabled  him  to  recross  the  Sambre,  and  to  commence 
fresh  operations  against  Charleroi,  which  surrendered 
at  discretion  on  the  26th. 

.  At  the  same  time,  Pichegru  attacked  and  defeated 
Creneral  Clairfait,  who  had  marched  to  the  relief  of 
Tpres,  which  was  then  besieged  by  Moreau.  The 
Austrians  having  retired  in  confusion  to  Ghent,  Ypres 
capitulated ;  and  thus  the  republicans,  by  occupying 
1^  the  banks  of  the  Scheldt,  put  the  Duke  of  York, 
who  lay  before  Toumay,  into  a  perilous  situation. 
f*eeling  that  his  position  was  no  longer  tenable,  his 
royal  highness  quitted  it,  and  leaving  a  small  gar- 
rison in  the  town,  marched  with  all  the  British  and 
part  of  the  Hessian  troops  to  Renaix,  in  order  to 
be  in  readiness  to  support  Oudenarde,  which  was 
menaced  and  actually  sununoned  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  very  day  that  Charleroi  surrendered,  (he 
Prince  of  Cobourg,  assisted  by  the  Prince  of  Orange 
and  General  Beaulieu,  not  being  of  course  acquainted 
with  that  event,  marched  with  the  combined  army, 
divided  into  five  columns,  and  early  the  next  morning, 
made  preparations  for  the  relief  of  the  place.    Having 
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attacked  the  enemy's  entrenchments  in  the  direction 
of  Lambrisart^  Espinies^  and  Gosselies,  the  allies 
obliged  a  few  detached  bodies  to  retreat,  notwith- 
standing the  protection  they  received  from  several 
redoubts.  Such,  however,  was  the  resistance  expe- 
rienced by  the  assailants,  that  it  was  evening  before 
the  left  wing  arrived  at  the  principal  heights,  which 
wxre  fortified  by  an  extensive  range  of  field  works, 
lined  with  an  immense  number  of  heavy  artillery. 
Although  a  variety  of  unforeseen  obstacles  presented 
themselves  to  impede  the  allies,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  force  this  strong  position  with  the  bayonet,  while 
on  the  other  hand,  Jourdan,  having  obtained  powerful 
reinforcements,  determined  to  risk  a  pitched  battle. 
He  accordingly  advanced  with  a  numerous  army,  and 
made  such  a  disposition  of  his  forces,  as  enabled  him 
to  bring  the  greater  part  to  bear  upon  the  left  wing 
of  the  allies.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  assailants 
repeatedly  penetrated  the  French  lines,  and.  even 
formed  several  times  under  the  fire  of  their  cannon. 

At  length  the  superior  numbers  of  the  republicans 
prevailed,  and  at  seven  in  the  evening,  Jourdan,  having 
'  drawn  his  troops  out  of  their  entrenchments,  made 
three  effective  charges  upon  his  opponents,  who  fell 
back  under  cover  of  the  night,  first  on  Marbois,  and 
next  on  Nivelles,  with  the  intention,  if  possible,  of 
protecting  Namur.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Fleums, 
the  loss  of  which  was  chiefly  caused  by  the  fall  of 
Charleroi,  a  circumstance  that  enabled  the  French  to 
^  bring  their  whole  besieging  force  into  the  field. 

The  loss  of  the  combined  armies  on  this  occasion 
was  never  accurately  stated.  The  Prince  of  Cobourg, 
in  his  leUer  to  the  Duke  of  York,  stated  it  at  fifteen 
hundred ;  while  the  French  swelled  it  out  to  ten  thou- 
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sand  men.  That  it  mast  have  been  very  considerable, 
we  may  reasonably  conclade,  from  the  consequences 
which  it  produced:  for  the  allied  forces  now  broke 
up,  and  retreated  in  all  directions,  leaving  Bruges, 
Toumay,  Mons,  Oudenarde,  Brussels,  and  Namur, 
exposed  to  the  enemy.  The  British  troops  and  aux- 
iliaries, under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
participated  of  course  in  the  general  disaster ;  and  his 
royal  highness,  after  a  fruitless  attempt  to  form  a  junc- 
.tion  with  General  Clairfait,  and  being  at  the  same 
time  cut  off  from  Ostend,  found  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  retreating  towards  the  Dutch  frontier. 
The  British  ministry,  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  his 
royal  highness,  now  intreated  the  earl  of  Moira,  who 
was  at  the  head  of'  a  considerable  force,  intended  for 
another  expedition,  to  change  his  route,  and  proceed  to 
the  coast  of  Flanders,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  was  then  surrounded  on  all  sides. 
That  nobleman  accordingly  embarked  without  delay, 
and,  by  mean^  of  a  rapid  movement,  succeeded  in 
joining  the  Duke  with  ten  thousand  men  between 
Brussels  and  Antwerp,  after  defeating  the  French,  first 
at  Alost,  and  again  at  Malines.  Notwithstanding  this 
reinforcement,  the  eiiemy,  on  the  19th  of  July,  renewed 
their  attack  upon  all  the  outposts  of  the  British  com- 
mander in  chief;  and  being  greatly  superior  in  num- 
bers, obliged  his  royal  highness  to  abandon  the  situa- 
tion which  he  had  taken  up,  and  to  continue  his 
retreat  to  tiie  Meuse. 

The  same  success  attended  the  republicans  in  other 
quarters.  The  Prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg  having  assem- 
bled the  remains  of  his  army  at  Halle,  advanced,  and 
assumed  a  formidable  position  at  Mons ;  but  on  the 
second  of  July  he  was  attacked  by  the  French,  who 
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drove  his  troops  ont  of  the  town,  and  compelled  them 
to  retire  upon  Solgnies.  Here  the  Austrian?  threw  up 
entrenchments,  and  fortified  the  post  so  as  to  render  it 
to  all  appearance  impregnable.  Notwithstanding  this, 
the  republicans  braved  the  fire  of  a  numerous  artillery, 
and,  by  the  mere  force  of  the  bayonet,  gained  a  decided 
victory.  The  Imperialists  then  fled  to  Brussels,  front 
which  city,  however,  they  were  soon  driven,  as  well  by 
the  refractory  inhabitants  as  by  the  French. 

Flushed  with  their  success,  the  republicans  now 
determined  to  recover  the  fortresses  which  had  been 
tinken  from  them  by  the  allies.  This  was  no  difficult 
inatter,  for  the  troops  left  to  garrison  these  places  were 
to  few  in  number,  and  entirely  unsupported,  that  re- 
sistance became  hopeless,  especially  as  the  sanguinary 
members  of  the  Convention  had  decreed,  that  those 
who  held  out  after  a  limited  period  should  be  extermi- 
nated. Such  was  the  stftte  of  things,  when  the  French 
general  Scherer  summoned  Landrecy,  with  a  tlireat 
that  if  the  terms  were  not  complied  with  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  all  the  foreign  troops  should  be  ptit  to  the 
sword.  Upon  this,  the  governor,  in  order  to  save  the 
Hves  of  his  brave  comrades  in  arms,  immediately  sur- 
rendered at  discretion. 

Scherer  next  appeared  before  Quesnoy,  which  yielded 
in  the  same  manner ;  and  in  a  few  days  after,  Valen- 
ciennes, the  taking  of  which  had  cost  so  much  time 
and  expense,  followed  the  example  of  the  former 
places ;  as  also  did  Cond4,  the  name  of  which  fortress, 
according  to  the  revolutionary  fashion,  was  now  altered 
by  a  decree  of  the  Convention  to  that  of  Nord  Libre. 

But  though  the  garrisons  obtained  quarter,  tKe  un- 
fortunate emigrants  found  in  these  places  weife  atf 
butchered;  and  it  appears  from  the  acknowledgment 
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6f  Camot  hiniBelf/who  was  commissioned  to  put  the 
decrees  of  the  Ck>iiYention  in  force,  that  nothing  bat 
the  dread  of  retaliation  restrained  him  and  his  col- 
leagues from  murdering  the  foreign  troops,  as  well 
as  the  devoted  royalists. 

The  Duke  of  York,  in  consequence  of  these  re-^ 
verses,  continued  his  retreat  to  the  river  Dommel, 
where  he  took  up  a  position  with  his  right  extending 
to  Boxtel.  Strong  as  the  situation  was,  it  proved 
insecure,  for  on  the  15th  of  September,  the  republicans 
made  a  general  attack  upon  all  the  posts,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  that  which  was  most  advanced, 
with  considerable  loss  to  the  troops  of  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt, by  whom  it  was  occupied. 

As  the  line  upon  the  Dommel  could  not  be  main* 
gained  while  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  this 
post,  it  became  necessary  to  regain  Jt;  and  at  thcr 
.  same  time  to  ascertain  whether  the  attack  was  sup- 
ported by  the  whole  French  army.  For  this*  purpose 
General  Abercxombie  marched  with  the  reserve  during 
the  night,  having  directions  to  reconnoitre  the  post 
at  daylight,  and  to  act  as  he  should  judge  best  from 
what  he  could  discern  of  the  force  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  execution  of  this  mission,  the  general  found  the 
French  in  such  strength  as  left  little  room  to  doubt 
of  the  proximity  of  their  army,  and  he  accordingly 
retired,  but  in  such  good  order  as  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  making  any  impression  upon  his  detach- 
ment, although  they  followed  him  for  some  distance. 

About  this  time  the  Duke  received  private  intel- 
ligence, upon  which  he  could  depend,  and  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  observation  of  the  patrols  and  the 
reports  of  deserters,  that  the  enemy  were  reinforced 
by  the  corps  which  had  been  hitherto  acting  in  West 
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Flanders,  and  also  by  a  ooknnn  of  the  amy  whkh  had 
been  employed  in  the  ledaotiiui  of  Valencieanea  aad 
Co&d6.  Aocoiding  to  the  same  infoimatioia/  his  loyal 
highness  was  farther  assnsedf  that  a  colomn^  whidi 
iiad  been  marching  towards  Maestrichty  had  taken 
a  sndden  turn,  and  was  in  full  advance  upon  the  Bri- 
tish position.  From  these  accounts,  and  what  was 
known  of  the  preYioos  strength  of  the  enemy,  it  ap* 
peaied  that  the  actual  force  now  on  the  march  to 
attack  the  Duke^  coald  &U  but  littJe  short  of  eighty 
thousand  men.  The  hazard  of  an  acticm  with  such 
a  very  great  disparity  of  numbers,  became  a  matter 
of  the  most  serious  consideiation ;  and  therefore^ 
after  mature  deliberation,  his  royal  highness  did  not 
think  himself  at  liberty  to  risk,  in  so  unequal  a  con- 
test, either  the  British  troops,  or  those  of  the  aUies^ 
who  wefe  seeing  with  them  under  his  orders. 
•  The  reliance  which  he  had  oa  their  courage  and 
dMcipUne-  bft  him  na  doubt  of  resisting  the  first 
efioffta  of  the  enemy ;  but  it  could  scarcely  be  ex* 
pected,  that  e«n  by  the  ntmost  exertion  of  these  quui* 
Uties,  they  would  be  able  to  wilhstand  the  reiterated 
attacks .  which  the  vast  superiority  ef  the  French 
would  enable  them  to  make,  and  which  experience 
had  shewn  to  be  the  general  principle  upon  which 
they  acted.  These  reasons,  enforced  by  subsequent 
intelligenoe,^  that  the  enemy  weve  pushing  consider^ 
aMe  columns  towards  the  left  and  most  vulnerable 
part  of  the  Bdlisfa  line,  d^ermined  his  royal*  highness 
to  retreat  immediately  across  the  Mease.  Tke  army 
aocordini^  marched  at  three  o'clock,  and  without  any 
loss  took  up.  a  position,  which  had  been  previo«isIy  re« 
comMuitied,  about  those  miles  in  front  of  Grave,  ftom 
whence  they  crossed  the  river  on  the  following  morning. 
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While  the  Duke  of  York  tras  tbas  retreating  late 
Datch  Brtbant,  and  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange 
was  obliged  to  ci^s  the  Dyle,  to  prevent  his  anii|r 
from  being  snrmunded ;  the  Imperialists^  under  genev 
rals  Clairfiut  and  Ktay^  were  continually  engf^;ed  in 
obstinate  conflicts  with  the  fepablicans  all  the  waj 
Iran  lic^  to  Maestricht. 

On  the  17th  of  September^  the  French  attacked  the 
Austrlans  in  their  positions  for  an  extent  of  more  than- 
iye  leagues.  Their  principal  object  was  to  diiriodge 
Ktay  from  the  entrenched  camp  which  he  occuj^ed 
befote  Maestrichty  and  to  iittempt  at  the  same  time 
the  passage  of  the  Meuse  in  three  diflerent  places^ 
bdow  li^e,  near  Yish,  and  at  Fouron-le-Cofnpte. 
Being  furnished  with  fifty  pieces  of  cannon^  they 
opened  a  brisk  and  mortal  fire  on  the  Austrians ;  and 
about  eleven  in  the  fotenoon  (General  Kray  was  obliged 
to  remove  his  tents,  and  retire  under  the  walls  of 
Maestricht.  At  this  instant  Goieral  Claiffait  arrived^ 
with  fi>ur  battalions  aiid  six  pieces  of  cannon ;  wUch 
fofce»  having  joined  Kraj,  enabled  him  to  renew  the 
combat ;  and  towards  nine  o'clock  at  night  the  enemy 
Itetteated,  leafing  fifteen  hundred  dead  en  the  field 
of  battle.  Notwithstanding  this  ehedk,  the  French^ 
the  next  day  made  an  attack,  in  great  fotce^  on  the  Irft 
wing  of  G^eral  De  Latoor ,  with  sUch  impetuosity  that 
tte  Imperialists,  after  a  lo^  ccHnbat,  were  obliged  te 
letieai  towards  Hervi.  At  the  same  time  the  en^mj 
atta^ed  the  caiip  of  reserve,  commanded  by  Qe^ei^i 
lyAHon^  and,  after  an  engagement  of  three  hours^ 
compelled  the  Austrians  to  retire  upon  Aix  la  Chapelle 
wiiB  consioeraDie  letss. 

These  successes  encouraged  Jourdaa,  the  repulMcan 
genend^  whose  arm;y  was  now  strengAened  by  poii^rr 
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fill  reinforcements,  to  make  a  general  attack/on  the  first 
t>f  October,  npon  the  whole  line  occupied  by  General 
Clairfait.  The  Austrian  field-marshal  had  placed  his 
centre  before  Juliers ;  his  right  extended  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  Jloer,  on  the  side  of  Ruremonde ;  and  his 
left  was  supported  by  Duren,  haying  the  river  in  his 
rear.  Before  his  centre  was  the  plain  of  Aldenhoven, 
bordered  on  every  side  by  gentle  hills;  and  at  the 
extremity  of  the  plain  was  a  large  avenue,  through 
which  the  enemy  had  to  penetrate  before  they  could 
assail  the  main  body.  On  the  heights  were  redoubts 
at  equal  distances,  amply  furnished  with  artillery, 
which  took  the  enemy  in  fiank,  and  made  a  cross  fire. 
The  French,  on  their  side,  had  planted  cannon  at  the 
verge  of  the  declivities  on  the  side  of  the  passage,  to 
play  upon  such  of  their  own  troops  as  might  fall  back, 
or  endeavour  to  retreat  from  the  annoying  fire  of  the 
redoubts.  The  republipans  advanced  with  their  wonted 
intrepidity  and  impetuosity;  but  were  mowed  down 
6y  the  artillery  on  the  hills  to  the  right  and  left,  as  w^ 
as  by  the  batteries  in  front.  During  the  three  hours 
that  the  attack  lasted,  they  lost  a  dreadful  number  of 
men ;  whilst  the  Austrian  army  remained  firm,  and  8uf«- 
fered  comparatively  but  little.  While,  however,  victory 
appeared  to  hover  over  the  Imperialists,  a  sudden  re* 
verse  took  place :  for  at  this  critical  moment,  General 
C3airfait  was  informed,  that  his  other  wings,  instead  of 
making  the  resistance  that  had  been  expected,  were 
forced ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  became  in  danger 
of  being  turned  and  overpowered.  Upon  this,  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  making  a  speedy  retreat  to 
Cologne,  which  he  entered  in  perfect  order,  and  with 
trifling  loss.  -The  field-marshal  had  previously  caused 
two  redoubts  to  be  constructed  at  the  head  of  the 
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bridge  of  Ckilogne^  to  protect  the  passage  of  the  Rhine 
in  case  of  accident.  The  defence  of  this  pass  he  con- 
fided to  the  emigrant  legion  of  Bourbon^  saying,  **  I 
know  that  I  give  yon  a  post  extr^nely  diflicnlt  to 
guard;  but  the  necessity  I  am  nnder^  and  the  high 
opinion  I  entertain  of  your  bravery^  persuade  me  that 
I  cannot  entrust  it  to  better  hands/' 

The  result  answered  the  confidence  reposed^  for  the 
legion  maintained  the  post  during  five  hours,  repelling 
all  the  ^lemy  who  attempted  to  fall  on  the  rear  guards 
nor  did  they  retire  till  the  whole  army  had  passed  the 
river. 

While  Jourdan  was  making  this  pn^ess  along  the 
left  bank  of  the  Bhine,  where  Mentz  alone  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  Austrians ;  Pichegm,  with  the 
army  of  the  North,  was  no  less  successful  in  the  inva^- 
sion  of  Holland.  ,  . 

.  Having,  by  numerical  force,  obliged  the  combined 
army  to  retreat  from  the  frontier,  the  French  invested 
Crevecoeur  and  Bois-le«duc,  the  fonner  of  which  for* 
tresses  was  bombarded  and  taken  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember;  and.  the  latter,  to  the  great  surprise  of.  the 
conquerors  themselves,  capitulated  on  the  10th  of  the 
following  month.  These  acquisitions  enabled  Pich^fni 
to  concentrate  all  his  strength,  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had 
taken  up  an  advantageous  position  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Pufflech,  having  his  wings  supported  by  two 
rivers.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  French,  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  attacked  the  whole  of  the  ad- 
vanced posts  of  the  right  wing  in  very  great  force, 
particularlv  that  of  Drutin,  which  was  defended  by 
{he  87th  regiment;  and  that  of  Applethem,  where 
.the  Prince  of  B4>han's  light  battalion  was  stationed. 
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Nodiing  cotdd  exceed  the  gaHantrjr  mA  which  all  the' 
troops  bdiaved;  bat  at  last  the  post  on  the  left 
of  the  37th^  which  was  occupied  by  a  detadunetit 
of  the  Rohan  hossars,  being  forced^  M^jot  Hope^  who 
commanded  the  regiment,  and  distingaished  himself 
exceedingly,  was  oUiged  to  retreat  upon  the  dike 
along  the  Waal,  where  he  continued  for  some  time 
without  much  annoyance. 

Unfortunately,  however,  a  stnmg  body  of  the  enemy's 
buBsars,  being  mistaken  for  the  corps  of  Rohan,  the 
Esgiment  allowed  them  to  approach  onmolested,  whea 
they  immediately  began  an  attack ;  uid  tlie  narrowneser 
of  the  dike,  ^rtiich  on  every  other  occasion  would  have 
afforded  a  security  to  the  infantry,  in  this  instancci 
acted  against  fhem,  as  they  were  driven  off  it  by  tiie 
enemy's  charge,  and  in  consequence  suffered  severdy. 
Several  officers  were  made  prisoners  in  this  unlucky 
iiffair,  and  only  Major  Hope  and  fifty  men  escaped. 
General  Fox  also  feU  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
while  engaged  in  spiriting  up  the  titoops;  but  he  had 
the  good  fortane  to  exfaicate  liimnelf  almost  immedi-' 
atdy.  On  tliis  occasiesi  the  eotlgtants  stored  cat^ 
aiderably,  for  the  rqpuldican  General  Jardoi  made  m 
most  destructive  charge  upon  the  legion  of  Rohaai, 
which  he  OMBpletely  defeated  and  afanoat  destroyed^* 
Alter  this  engagement,  the  Dtd^e  of  Yoik,.  irtia  had  not 
intended  to  risk  an  action  in  that  positie%  wIdA  he 
only  kept  in  order  to  preserve  a  communication  with 
Grave,  now  determined  to  pasa  the  Waal,  and  ta  tadte 
up  the  different  cantonmeDts  already  marked  on*  finr 
the  delbnce  of  the  rivet,  leaving  General  Go«nt  Wal« 
moden  with  a  corps  to  cover  the  town* 

This  reselntion  was  carried  into  eAet,  aoid  liieDidce 
occnpied  a  position  at  Amieim,  fiic  the  pmcpoee  of 
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throwing  gDp|dieB  mlo  Nimegiien^  which  was  t|ien 
tbroateaed  by  tiM  enemy. 

Qn  the  97th,  the  French  attacked  the  British  oot- 
posts,  and  drove  than  in ;  npon  which  a  new  positicm 
was  taken  opposite  to  the  left  of  the  town,  agamsl 
whidi  a  heavy  fire  was  kept  np  by  the  French ;  who, 
the  same  evening,  attacked  the  ontposts  of  Fort  St. 
Andre,  which,  in  consequence  fell  back  to  the  Fort* 
In  this  skirmish.  General  Abercrombie  and  Col<mel 
CSlarke  were  wounded;  as  also  was  Captain  Pfcton, 
of  the  12th  regiment,  in  a  sally  made  from  Nnttegaen 
on  the  morning  of  the  36th. 

At  length,  on  the  5th  of  November,  the  French  lm>ke 
ground  under  the  direction  of  Genend  Souham,  and 
began  to  construct  their  batteries;  on  which  Count 
Walmoden,  who  had  the  charge  of  defending  the  jdaee, 
made  a  sortie  with  the  8th,  2711i,  SSth,  55th,  (fSd,  and 
TBth  regiments  of  British  iolantry,  under  the  command 
of  Major-general  De  Burgh,  and  two  battalions  of 
Dutch,  supported  by  the  7th  imd  15th  British  light 
dragoons;  the  Hanoverian  horse  guards,  one  squa- 
dron of  the  2nd  regiment  of  Hanoverian  horse,  one 
squadron  of  the  5th  regiment  of  Hanoverian  dragoons, 
one  squadron  of  the  10th  Hanoverian  light  dragoons, 
and  the  legion  de  Damas  in  the  Dutch  service.  This 
sortie  had  every  success  that  could  be  expected  from 
it.  The  troops  advanced  to  the  enemy's  trenches  under 
a  severe  fire,  and  even  jumped  into  them  without 
receiving  a  shot.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
almost  entireiy  effected  by  the  bayonet,  amounted  to 
five  hundred  men ;  whOe  that  of  the  combined  force,  in 
kiUed  and  wounded,  fell  short  of  two  hundred.  Among 
the  latter  was  Greneral  de  Burgh,  who  was  wounded 
while  leading  on  his  men  with  great  gallantry. 
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As  it  now  appeared  evident  that  the  place  could  not 
be  taken,  unless  all  intercouri^  with  the  Englidh  anny 
should  be  cut  oS,  the  enemy  opened  three  strong  bat- 
teries for  that  purpose,  two  directed  against  the  bridge 
and  one  upon  the  town*  The  fire  of  the  fonner  was  so 
effectual,  that  one  of  the  boats  which  supported  the 
line  of  conununication  was  destroyed;  and  though 
lieutenant  Popham,  of  the  navy,  quickly  repaired  the 
damage,  the  Duke  of  York,  finding  that  his  troops  had 
no  chance  of  success  in  contending  with  a  force  which 
was  hourly  accumulating,  determined  to  withdraw, 
every  thing  from  the  town,  beyond  what  was  barely 
necessary  for  its  defence.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as 
the  bridge  was  repaired,  all  the  artillery  of  the  reserve, 
with  the  British,  Hanoverian,  and  Hessian  battalions, 
retired  without  suffering  any  inconvenience,  leaving 
picquets  to  the  number  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
men,  jonder  the  command  of  Greneral  De  Bui^h,  to 
keep  the  enemy  in  check. 

On  the  7th  of  November  the  reserve  quitted  Nime* 
guen  without  loss ;  and  the  Dutch  troops  would  have 
proved  equally  fortunate,  had  not  a  chance  shot  carried 
away  the  top  of  the  mast  of  the  flying  bridge,  which, 
in  consequence,  swung  round,  and  the  men  were  taken 
prisoners  to  the  amount  of  about  four  hundred.  The 
bridge  of  boats  was  entirely  burnt ;  and  the  flying  one, 
of  which  the  enemy  obtained  possession  by  the  above 
accident,  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  British 
artillery.  On  this  occasion,  the  French,  according  to 
their  customary  mode  of  exaggeration  and  invention, 
published  a  report,  in  which  they  accused  the  English 
with  firing  on  their  allies  the  Dutch,  while  attempting 
to  make  their  escape  by  the  flying  bridge :  and  though 
this  story  was  completely  refuted,  it  has  been  admitted 
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into  most  of  the  histories  of  the  reyolationary  war  as 
a  certain  fact. 

Nimegaen,  being  thus  abandoned,  opened  its  gates 
on  the  foUowing  day  to  the  French,  who  immediately 
began  to  erect  new  works,  both  there  and  on  several 
other  points,  for  the  security  of  their  present  conquests, 
and  the  reduction  of  the  entire  country. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  of  York  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  Amheim,  where  it  was  thought  the  troops 
would  have  been  safe  from  all  attack  during  the  winter. 
Accordingly,  his  royal  highness  having  made  every 
arrangement  for  their  comfort,  and  given  directions  for 
a  continuance  of  the  retreat  if  necessary,  left  generals 
Walmoden  and  Harcourt  in  the  command,  while  he 
proceeded  himself  into  the  interior,  to  consult  with  the 
herMitary  prince  of  Orange  about  the  measures  proper 
to  be  adopted  in  the  present  exigency  of  affairs. 
;  All  hope  now  rested  upon  the  season,  the  inclemency 
of  which,  it  was  thought,  must  compel  the  enemy  to 
seek  repose.  Their  own  commanders  indeed  recom- 
mended a  suspension  of  military  operations  during 
the  depth  of  the  winter,  as  indispensably  requisite  for 
die  health  of  the  troops.  But  the  French  government 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  remonstrance,  and,  in  spite 
of  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  determined  to  prosecute  the  war  in  Holland 
through  the  whole  winter. 

•  The  passage  of  the  Waal  being  first  resolved  upon. 
General  Daendels,  a  Dutch  revolutionist,  was  in- 
trusted with  the  enterpriase. 

At  the  beginning  of  December,  such  active  exiertions 
were  made  at  Nimeguen  and  other  places,  that  an 
immediate  attack  on  the  British  and  Hanoverian  posts 
being  anticipated,  due   preparations  were  taken  to 

2n 
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avoid  a  sorpruie.  Accoidlii^y^  at  six  &dodk  on  the 
morning  of  the  llth^  about  eighty  boats  of  yarioas 
sixes,  with  troops  on  board',  fell  down  a  branch  of  the 
Waal,  and  were  carried  silently  by  the  stream  to 
ihe  Amheim  side  of  the  rvrex,  near  the  post  of  Ghent ; 
where,  faronred  by  a  thick  fog,  they  effected  a  landing, 
and  immediately  commenced  a  vigoroas  attack  on  the 
battery  there,  which,  thoogh  it  retained  the  fire^  could 
not  be  defended  against  superior  numbers,  who  were 
covered  by  a  very  heavy  discharge  of  shot  and  shells 
from  the  strong  works  they  had  erected  on  the  oppo* 
site  side  of  the  river.  Major  Tlieile,  with  the  Hanove« 
fian  regiment  of  Stockhausen,  a  battalion  of  that  of 
Saxe  Ootha,  and  the  picquets  which  he  had  called  in, 
made  an  effort  to  recover  the  battery,  but  was  repulsed* 
Meanwhile  tiie  Hanoverian  general  of  infantry,  Busehc^ 
arrived,  and  led  these  troops  to  a  second  attack,  with- 
out being  able  to  expel  the  Fr^ich ;  but  on  receiving  a 
reinforcement,  consisting  of  the  first  and  second  batta« 
Mens  of  grenadiers,  he  ordered  a  third  assault  to  bemadn 
wiih  the  bayonet,  which  charge  was  executed  witfi^ 
out  firing  a  single  shot ;  and  the  enemy,  after  spiking 
some  guns  and  burning  a  few  houses,  fled  with  great 
precipitation  to  theiif  boats»  Unfortunately  the  gallant 
General  Busdie,  m  returning  from  the  pulsnit,  wan 
struck  hi  bis  arm  and  chest  by  a  cannon  shot,  which 
proved  fatal  in  a  few  minutes.  His  loss  was  very 
much  regretted,  as  also  was  that  of  Major  Bnchmels- 
tex,  of  the  regiment  of  Sajce  Gotha,  who  fell  in  the 
action.  This  attack  was  made  by  the  French  on  seve^ 
ral  of  the  combined  posts  at  the  same  time,  particularly 
Fort  St.  Andr6,  Douvert,  Panderen,  and  the  Isle  of 
Byland.  At  the  latter  place  some  of  their  boats  were 
sunk  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  and  the  greatest  part 
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«f  die  tioopt  on  board  were  drowned*— The  season 
now  began  to  assnme  a  dreadfnl  aspect,  and  as  the 
year  closed  in,  the  frost  became  more  than  commonly 
rigmons.     Upon  this,  Picfaegra,  who  had  bat  jnst 
recorered  from  a  very  serioas  indisposition,  left  Bras*- 
eeis,  and  hastened  to  take  the  command  in  Holland ; 
where,  on  his  arrival,  finding  that  the  Maese  apd  Waal 
were  already  able  to  bear  the  passage  of  troops,  he 
determined  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportonity  to 
complete  hiu  object.    Accordtn^^y,  on  the  37tb,  two 
brigades,  under   the  generals  Daendels  and  Osten> 
received  orders  to  march  across  the  ice  to  the  Me  of 
Bommel,  wUIe  anotlier  deta<^ment  advanced  against 
Fori  St  Aiidr6«     These  combined  moveinents  sac 
eeeded  effBdnally ;    and  the  lednctiea  of  the  two 
fe«<sesses,  whidi  at  any  otker  period  of  the  year 
wwdd   have   cost  an  immense  slanghter,  was  now 
aceomplielied  almost  withont  bloodrfied,  and  that  too 
when  the  mercary  in  the  thermometer  was  lower  than 
it  had  been  known  ibr  thirty  years.    Sixteen  hondred 
prisoners,  and  a  great  number  of  pieces  of  cannon,  were 
tidcen ;  but  the  rest  of  the  Dutch  troops  sacceeded  in 
eSscting  their  retreat  to  the  lines  between  Gorcqm  and 
Cuylenberg ;  after  which  the  enemy  crossed  the  Waal 
in  immense  numbers,  and  took  positions  at  Thoyle, 
Wetleren,  and  Wartenberg.    They  made  at  the  same 
time  a  successful  attack  upon  the  lines  of  Breda,  Ou- 
derbosch,  uid  Sevenhi^en;  hot  the  most  important 
achievement  of  all  was  the  capture  of  Grave,  after  a 
blod^ade  of  two  monUis,  the  garrison  surrendering  at 
discretion. 

T%ese  rapid  movements  of  the  enemy  induced  the 
eommanders  of  the  allied  forces  at  Amheim  to  make 
an  attempt  to  check  their  progress.    Tliis  enterprise 
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was  entrusted  to  Major-general  David  Dandas,  who, 
on  the  27th  of  December,  marched  with  ten  battaiioaB 
of  British  infantry  under  General  Lord  Cathcart,  Ma^ 
jor-general  Gordon,  and  Colonel  Mackenzie ;  six  squa- 
drons of  light  cavalry,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
hussars  of  Rohan,  under  Msgor-general  Sir  B4>bert 
Lawrie;  and  four  battalions  and  four  squadrons  of 
Hessians,  under  Major-general  De  Wurmb.  This  force 
was  divided  into  three  columns ;  the  left  being  intended 
to  attack  by  the  dike,  the  centre  to  attack  so  as  to 
keep  the  church  of  Wardenberg  upon  its  left  wing,  and 
the  right  column,  consisting  of  four  British  battalions 
and  the  hussars,  to  keep  their  left  bearing  upon  Vliet, 
to  bum  Tuyl,  and  attack  it  in  the  rear.  Lord  Catfacart 
found  the  road  by  which  his  column  had. to  march  so 
impracticable,  that,  being  obliged  to  make  a  gseat 
circuit,  he  could  not  come  up  in  time.  In  consequence 
of  this.  General  Dundas,  finding,  on  his  arrival  near 
Wardenberg,  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  it  during 
the  night,  thought  it  advisable  to  push  on  with  the 
other  two  columns,  and  to  begin  the  attack  upon  Tuyl 
immediatdy.  This  was  executed  with  such  gaHantry 
and  spirit  by  the  troops,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
natural  strength  of  the  post,  the  abbatis  of  trees  that 
were  made,  the  batteries  of  the  town  of  Bommel, 
which  flanked  the  approach,  and  the  great  numbers 
of  men  by  whom  it  was  defended,  the  place  was  soon 
carried,  and  the  enemy  driven  across  the  river  with 
considerable  loss.  On  this  occasion,  the  greatest 
praise  was  due  to  the  officers  and  men  for  their 
conduct,  which  was  highly  exemplary,  in  regard  to 
the  fortitude  and  perseverance  with  which  they  sup- 
ported every  fatigue,  and  all  the  hardships  peculiar  to 
the  season. 
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Notwithstanding  this  ephemeral  advantage,  a  re- 
^noyal  of  the  British  head-quarters  became  indis- 
pensable ;  and  on  the  third  of  January,  1795,  all  the 
troops  tock  up  a  position  at  Amerongen.  The  severity 
of  the  weather  now  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that 
the  enemy  were  enabled  ta  pass  the  Waal  near  Bom- 
mel,  after  which  they  soon  drove  in  the  out-posts  of 
the  combined  armies,  and  took  possession  of  TuyL 
General  Dnndas,  however,  thought  he  should  be  able 
to  defend  Meteren,  and  to  check  the  further  progress 
of  the  French;  but  the  advanced  posts  of  the  Hes- 
sians, nearest  to  his  position,  having  also  been  obliged 
to  fall  back,  orders  were  given  to  him  and  Greneral 
Dalwick  to  unite  their  forces  immediately,  and  at 
day-break  of  the  fifth  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  on 
the  enemy,  and  to  spare  no  efforts  to  drive  them 
across  the  Waal.  Instead  g£  this.  General  Dundas 
was  himself  attacked  at  Greldermalsen  by  a  large  body 
of  cayalry  and  tiraflleurs.  The  charge  was  so  im- 
petuous, that  at  first  they  had  the  advantage,  and 
took  two  pieces  of  cannon ;  but  when  the  reserve 
came  up,  the  guns  were  recovered,  the  enemy  repulsed, 
and  the  post  preserved. 

The  violence  of  the  finost  having  by  this  time  con- 
v^ted  the  whole  country  into  a  kind  of  plain,  which 
gave  to  the  French  the  greatest  fiicilky  in  their  move- 
ments. General  Dundas  thought  it  necessary  to  fall 
back  in  the  night  upon  Bueren,  where  General  Dal- 
wick was  stationed.  This  circumstance,  with  the 
excessive  fatigue  which  the  troops  had  undergone, 
at  a  season  of  the  year,  and  in  situations  where  they 
were  often  obliged,  for  the  want  of  cantonments,  to 
pass  the  night  without  cover,  determined  the  generals 
to  take  up  a  position  behind  the  Leek,  for  which  the 
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necessary  dispositions  had  been  pierioiisly  made. 
Bat  just  as  the  orders  were  giyen  for  the  removal; 
a  sudden  thaw  came  on^  which  oflering  a  prospect  of 
holding  the  position  on  the  Waal,  it  was  judged  ex- 
pedient Aat  the  troops^  who  had  not  yet  crossed  Hke 
Leek,  shotdd  remain  in  the  cantonments  they  then 
occupied,  while  the  rest  proceeded.  Unfortnaately, 
however^  the  frost  set  in  again  with  additional  severity 
during  the  mght  of  the  seventh;  but  as  the  tioqps 
were  already  pot  in  motion,  and  connter-orders  might 
have  prevented  a  cominnation  ftom  the  extent  of 
the  line,  Genend  Dondas  assemUed  his  corps,  and 
marched  towards  Bneren  eariy  on  the  monung  of  the 
eighth,  after  detaching  in  advance  two  battalions, 
wboi  wetiD  afkerwards  to  proceed  against  lliid. 

On  their  arrival  at  Bneren,  they  found  all  the  Bd* 
iish  posts  en  the.  lingen  driven  in,  and  the  French 
established  there  in  great  force.  Upon  tins,  l4ml 
Gathcart  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy ;  when, 
taking  a  detachment  of  thirty  Hnlans,  widi  the  light 
companies,  and  part  of  the  27th  reg^ent,  he  pro« 
ceeded  ahmg  the  dike,  charged  the  advanced  guard, 
and  put  them  to  rout  with  some  loss.  His  lordship, 
finding  that  tiie  entnr e  force  near  him  did  not  exceed 
eight  hundred  men,  with  some  hussars,  and  one  piece 
of  cannon,  he  determined  amnediaitely  to  dislodge 
them;  and  aooordnigly,  the  remamder  of  the  27th 
regiment,  the  14di,  and  two  field  pieces,  were  brought 
up  for  the  purpose*  The  tith  regiment  fimned  on  the 
ice  to  flie  left  of  the  dike,  and  the  S27th  across  the 
enclosures  on  the  right,  supported  by  the  picquets, 
the  detachment  of  Bbilans,  and  a  squadron  of  light 
dragoons.  The  field-))teces  were  conducted  along 
the   dike,  by  the    grenadiers ;    and    all    the   tioope 
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marched  as  quick  as  possible^  driving  the  enemy 
befcnre  them.  On  afriying  at  Buremalsoi,  tbey  found 
that  the  French  had  passed  the  river^  and  vtere  col- 
lected at  Eldermalsen,  from  whence  they  kept  up  aa 
incessant  fire  of  musketry  and  grape-shot. 

The  Britisfay  however,  continued  to  advance  without 
once  halting ;  and  the  27th  regiment,  gradually  chang*^ 
Ing  its  direction  to  the  left,  charged  tlie  village  acrosa 
the  ice  beyond  the  burnt  Inridge,  and  seised  the  cannon  ; 
while  the  14th  regiment  entered  the  place  on  the  lights 
The  aiemy  then  retired  with  great  precipitation,  but 
soon  returned  in  much  greater  numbers,  and,  not* 
witiistanding  the  fire  of  the  field^pieces  from  the  oppo- 
site shore,  made  repeated  attacks  upon  the  village 
where  the  British  were  posted.  The  steady  counte- 
nance of  these  troops  reduced  the  efforts  made  against 
them  to  a  distant  firing ;  and  on  the  arrival  ei  the 
38tb,  that  regiment  immediately  fiMmed  on  each  side 
of  a  windmill,  with  their  field-pieces.  The  corps,  in 
the  village  were  then  ordered  to  repass  the  Liagenj 
and  form  behind  the  dike^  which  movonent  was  eace- 
cuted  with  the  greatest  regularity;  and  they  passed 
through  the  interval  of  the  28th  in  good  ordor,  and 
without  the  loss  of  a  man,  though  followed  by  great 
numbersr  The  28th  could  not  be  so  placed  as  to 
cover  this  passage  efiectnaUy,  without  being  exposed 
to  a  very  heavy  fire,  which  they  faced  and  setBmed 
in  the  bravest  manner.  Their  fire  again  cleaned  the 
village,  and  at  sunset  all  remained  quiet  till  efeven 
o'clock,  when  the  several  ccups  returned  to  head-i 
quarters.  The  loss  on  this  occasion  was  consider-* 
able ;  and  two  officers.  Colonels  Buller  and  Hope,  were 
severely  wounded. 

As  the  frost  continued  to  present    a    favourable 
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opportunity  for  his  purpose,  Pichegm  determined  to 
cross  the  Waal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nimegoeo 
with  his  whole  army,  which  was  accordingly  effected  ; 
and  entire  battalions  of  infantry,  squadrons  of  caralry, 
detachments  of  artillery,  with  an  immense  number  of 
waggons,  passed  over  the  rirer,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  either  bridges  or  boats.  All  the  troops,  how- 
ever, had  not  reached  the  place  of  destination,  when 
a  sudden  thaw,  by  cutting  off  the  communication, 
seemed  to  hazard  the  success  of  the  enterprise.  At 
this  critical  moment,  when  the  confidence  of  the  enemy 
seemed  Ukdy  to  sustain  a  serious  mortification,  the 
frost  resumed  its  empire  with  additional  severity,  and 
enabled  the  invaders  to  complete  their  object. 

On  the  14th,  they  made  a  general  attack  upon  all 
the  British  out^posts  between  the  Leek  and  the 
Waal ;  but  were  repulsed  every  where,  especially  by 
the  picquets  opposite  Bhenen,  at  which  point  they 
advanced. in  very  superior  numbers.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  commence  an 
immediate  retreat  to  Amersibort,  which  was  carried 
into  execution  the  same  night  without  the  least  inter- 
ruption. Oh  this  occasion,  all  the  vessels  lying  in 
the  Leek,  containing  forage  and  stores,  were  burnt, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  ammunition,  contained  in 
fifteen  ordnance  ships  at  Kotterdam,  was  also  de- 
stroyed. All  the  sick,  with  the  exception  of  about 
three  hundred,  were  removed;  but  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  the  French  general,  with  proper  officers 
and  attendants,  were  left,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  wounded  soldiers ;  and  it  is  just  to  mention,  that 
they  were  treated  with  humanity. 

The  fate  of  Holland  being  now  sealed,  the  Stadt- 
holder  and  the  Princess  of  Orange,  with  the  here- 
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ditary  prmce  and  Us  family,  accompanied  by  several 
persons  of  distinction,  embarked  on  board  a  small 
vessel  at  Scheveling,  and  landed  at  Harwich  on  the 
21st  of  January,  where  also  the  Duke  of  York  arrived 
the  day  after;  and  finding  that  the  royal  exiles  had 
departed  for  London,  he  staid  only  to  take  some  re- 
freshment, and  immediately  pursued  the  same  route.    ' 

Previous  to  his  departure  from  a  country  which 
could  no  longer  be  defended,  the  Duke  gave  proper 
directions  for  conducting  the  troops  into  Germany,  as 
it  was  impossible  to  embark  them  on  any  part  of  the 
Dutch  coast.  Accordingly,  on  the  27th  they  marched 
from  Deventer,  and  the  rest  of  the  cantonments  on  the 
Yssel,  living  lieutenant-general  Abercrombie  with 
the  Guards,  and  Colonel  Strutt's  brigade,  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  removal  of  the  sick,  stores,  and 
provisions ;  as  well  as  for  the  destruction  of  whatever 
of  the  latter  could  not  be  carried  away. 

These  measures  were  promptiy  carried  into  efiect ; 
but  about  six  hundred  sick,  whose  cases  would  not 
admit  of  a  removal,  were  left  at  Deventer,  ZwoU,  and 
Zutphen,  under  the  care  of  Major  M'Murdo,  with  a 
captain,  two  i^altems,  and  the  necessary  medical 
attendants. 

» 

The  first  column  of  the  British  army,  now  reduced 
to  ohe-third  crf'^the  original  number,  after  experiencing 
the  utmost  distress  in  a  fatiguing  march  through  an 
inhospitable  country,  arrived  on  the  29th  at  Oldensaal, 
from  whence  they  proceeded  to  Bentheim,  which  they 
reached  the  following  day.  General  Ck>ates's  bngtide, 
having  set  out  some  days  sooner,  had  already  taken 
up  cantoninents  at  Rheine,  and  other  places  behind 
the  Ems.  General  Abercrombie  brought  up  the  rear  a 
few  days  afterwards,  and  thus,  tenninated  the  cam- 

2o 
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paign  in  Holland;  where  the  allied  troops  suffered 
perhaps  as  much  from  the  inhabitants  as  from  tbo 
enemy  and  the  severity  of  the  climate ;  for  such  was 
the  ingratitude  of  the  Dutch,  that,  in  the  line  of  march, 
they  refused  to  give  shelter  to  the  men  who  had  been 
fighting  their  battles ;  and  at  Groningen  the  gates  were 
entirely  shut  against  fhem. 

The  French  continued  to  follow  the  combined  forces 
to  the  Em3#  and  on  the  ^th  of  February  they  gained 
possession  of  the  advanced  posts  of  Nienhnys  and 
Velhuys,  which  were  under  the  command  of  Colmiel 
Stratt,  and  occupied  by  the  loyal  emigrants  and  a 
detachment  of  the  corps  of  Rohan  and  Bouille.  These 
troops,  after  the  most  gallant  resistance,  were  forced, 
with  the  loss  of  about  one  hundred  men  killed  and 
WOUQded,  to  fall  back  upon  Nothem,  leaving  the  two^ 
posts  in  the  hands  of  the  republicans. 

Upon  this.  General  Abercrombie,  who  commanded 
at  BenthQim,  immediately  put  his  force  in  motion  to 
attack  and  re-occupy  the  posts ;  but  that  measure  was 
tendered  unnecessary  by  the  retreat  of  the  French, 
who  left  them  and  all  the  others  on  the  26th,  directing 
their  march  to  Hardenberg  in  the  way  to  ZwolL 

Soon  after  this,  however,  an  attack  was  made  upon, 
the  posts  of  Lord  Cathcart ;  who  in  consequence  was 
obliged  to  retire  with  his  whole  force  across  the  Ems- 
and  Bhnde. 

Fimn  thence  the  troops  proceeded,  without  farther 
molestation,  to  Bremen,  where  the  treatment  they 
qxperienced  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  that  which 
they  had  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Provinces.  In  the  language  of  an  officer,  whose  jour- 
nal of  the  operations  of  the  British  army,  during  this 
memorable  campaign,  was  published  after  their  retuso. 
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the  inhmnaiiity  of  the  Datch  oonld  only  be  exceeded 
by  their  perfidy. 

The  EDglishy  on  their  first  landing  in  Holland,  were 
received  with  eyery  demonstriition  of  joy,  and  theitf 
heroism  called  forth  nniversal  praise.  But  no  sooner 
did  a  reyerse  take  place,  which  neyer  wonld  have  hap- 
pened, had  the  natiyes  of  the  country  been  tme  to 
themselyes,  than  eyery  insult  was  offered  to  onr  braye 
soldiers  in  their  distiess.  After  the  evacuation  of 
Nimegnen,  when  the  troops  sought  repose  in  winter<» 
Quarters  in  tents  on  the  banks  of  the  Waa},  the  Dutch 
not  only  reftised  to  nfibrd  them  any  assistance,  but 
even  behaved  to  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospi- 
tals with  such  gross  brutality,  as  to  provoke  the  re- 
atntment  of  the  French  soldiers,  who,  though  not  in 
general  so  well  disciplined  as  those  of  other  nations, 
yet  in  this  instance  treated  the  English  with  kindness, 
when  they  witnessed  the  barbarity  of  the  people  to* 
irards  the  men  who  had  shed  their  blood  in  thd  defence 
of  Holland. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  Bremen,  the  transition 
appeared  like  a  dream,  or  a  fiury  vision:  *' We  could 
hardly  give  credit  to  our  own  senses,''  says  the  author 
of  the  journal;  ^we  who  had  been  so  lately  buffeted 
about  by  fortune,  driven  like  vagabonds  through  frost 
and  snow,  over  all  the  wilds  of  Holland,  and  who,  ta 
our  greatest  extremities,  when  we  asked  for  suste^ 
nance  with  money  in  oiir  hands,  were  answered  only 
with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders,  'Nothing for  an  English- 
man.' Now  to  be  seated  in  the  most  elegant  apart- 
ments, servants  attending  readily  to  anticipate  every 
wish,  beds  of  the  softest  do^i^  to  repose  up<m,  without 
being  disturbed  in  the  morning  with  the  thundering  of 
cannon,  or  the  usual  alarms  of  wav!    It  seemed  like 


S92  MEMOIR   OP   THE   DUKB   OF   YORK. 

some  enchantment^  but  it  was  real.  The  elegant  and 
generous  entertainment  we  met  with^  far  exceeded  any 
thing  we  ever  experienced  before,  and,  I  may  venture 
to  say,  ever  will  again." 

-;  On  the  14th  of  April,  the  troops  began  their  embariL* 
ation  in  the  transports  thatt  had  been  collected  for  the 
purpose,  at  the  mouth  of  a  creek  near  the  lake  of 
Bremen;  and  the  entire  fleet,  with  the  convoy,  con- 
sisted of  above  two  hundred  sail.  On  the  24th,  the 
vessels  had  all  cleared  theWeser,  soon  after  which 
a  storm  came  on,  and  drove  them  far  to  the  north  of 
dieir  regular  course.  At  length,  on  the  27th,  they 
came  in  sight  of  the  Northumbrian  hills,  and  the  wea- 
ther moderating,  they  steered  southward  towards  the 
Nore,  but  parted  into  different  divisions,  one  going 
into  Harwich,  another  up  the  Thames,  and  a  third 
down  channel  to  Portsmouth,  where  they  all  arrived 
in  safety. 

It  is  some  satisfactidn,  in'  relating  this  melancholy 
story,  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  ingratitude  of  the 
Dutch  to  their  defenders,  and  treachery  to  their  own 
govenunent,  did  not  long  go  unrequited. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  complete  this  sketch  (rf*  one  of 
the  most  important  events  of  modem  history,  it  may 
be  proper  to  narrate  the  proceedings  which  took  place 
in  the  United  Provinces,  upon  their  invasion  by  the 
French. 

As  soon  as  the  stadtholder  and  his  family  had  re- 
tired to  seek  an  asylum  in  England,  a  French  officer, 
with  letters  from  Greneral  Pichegru,  entered  Amster- 
dam, and  repaired  to  the  house  of  the  burgomaster. 
The  same  evening  a  multitude  of  the  inhabitant* 
paraded  the  streets,  with  the  tricoloured  cockade  in 
their  hats,  and.  singing  revolutionairy  s<mgs.    On  the 
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following  morDing  a  detachment  of  hussars  posted 
themselves  before  the  stadthouse,  where  the  tree  of 
liberty  was  planted  with  great  pomp,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city  conierred  on  a  violent  republican 
named  Krayenhoff,  while  De  Winter^  then  a  general 
in  the  French  service,  took  th^  command  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  Pichegru  made  his  public 
entry  into  Amsterdam,  and,  at  the  same  time,  divisions 
of  his  army  occupied  Dordt,  Rotterdam,  the  Hague, 
and  Helf oetsiuys ;  and  to  complete  the  wonders  of 
this  revolution,  a  body  of  horse,  supported  by  de- 
tachments of  artillery,  advanced  along  the  ice,  and 
forced  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war,  then  frozen  up  in 
the  Zuyder  Zee,  between  West  Friesland  and  the 
island  of  Texel,  to  surrender.  At  Haerlem,  the  bur- 
gomaster, Vermeulen,  was  compelled  to  sign  an  order 
to  the  governor  not  to  oppose  the  will  of  the  people ; 
or,  in  plain  English,  to  remain  passive  while  the  mob 
enjoyed  their  privileges  of  misrule  and  anarchy.  This 
was  followed  by  a  proclamation  written  by  General 
Daendels,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  revolution  of  1787, 
wherein  he  called  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Provinces  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  tyranny  under 
which  they  had  but  too  long  languished.  The  tree  of 
liberty  was  then  planted  in  the  great  square ;  and  a 
pastor  named  Hovens,  having  mounted  the  pulpit  in 
the  great  church,  delivered  to  the  people  an.  harangue 
on  the  necessity  of  forming  a  new  social  oompact, 
founded  upon  the  solid  basis  of  Liberty,  Equality, 
and  Fraternity. 

As  the  people  had  taken  into  their  heads,  that  the 
change  which  was  now  wrought  would  be  attended 
with  a  happy  release  from  all  public  burdens,  their 
new  nilers  were  careful  to  undeceive  them  by  issuing 
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tide  following  notificatioA  at  Amsterdam  : — *'  Some 
inhabitants  of  this  town,  enfeftaining  an  Opinion  that, 
by  virtue  of  the  fortunate  revolution  we  have  expe- 
rienced, no  further  taxes  are  to  be  paid,  and  no  niore 
inquiries  made  into  the  e:(aotiOn  of  duties  and  oon^* 
tribotions ;  the  representatives  hereby  declare  that  ail 
the  citizens  remain  obliged,  in  the  same  manner  as 
before,  to  pay  the  taxes  and  charges  imp<)sed  by  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  country." 

In  pursuance  of  this  decree,  the  following  dmand 
was  made,  as  the  first  pajrment  for  the  blessing  of 
Fr^ch  fraternization. 

**  The  representatives  of  the  peoj^  belonging  to  ibe 
armies  of  the  Norths  of  the  Sambre,  and  of  the  Meuse, 
taking  into  consideration  the  wants  of  the  army  of  the 
republic,  and  the  necessity  of  furnishing  jt  with  the 
objects  of  subsistence,  supplies  of  provision,  and 
clotfung,  of  which  it  has  ocoasion,  in  tiie  countries 
where  it  is  established,  wishing  to  avoid  the  meana 
of  particular  requisitimiis,  and  the  intervention  of  8iil>* 
altem  agents,  think  it  most  agreeable  to  address 
themselves  to  the  States-General,  and  formally  invite 
them  to  supply  >  in  the  space  of  one  month,  the  ft^ow- 
ing  articles ;  via. — ^200,000  quintals  of  wheat,  aveic-' 
dupois  weight— 6,000,000  rations  of  hay— 200,000 
radons  of  straw— 5,000,000  bushels  of  com— 150,000 
pairs  of  shoes — ^20,000  coats  and  wa&)tcoats*^-40^00A 
pairs   of  breeches — 160,000    pairs   of  pantaloons—* 

200,000  shirts— 50,000  hats ^To  be  deliverM  foiu 

ther,  within  two  months,  12,000  oxen. 

''These  different  objects  are  to  be  delivered  at  lliiel, 
Nimeguen,  and  Bois-le-Duc,  at  three  different  times. 

'^  The  representatives  of  the  people  anxiously  expeot 
that  the  States-General  will  comply  with  the  above 
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demand^  and  da  every  thing  ia  thdr  power  to  preVMl 
their.  feUow-citiims  from  being  troobled  with  the  forms 
of  a  refuisition,  alwiays  perplexing  to  the  inhabitants ; 
and  that  they  w|ll  nse  eyery  exevtion  to  complete  their 
contingent*  They  hope,  that  the  slow  form  of  ordi- 
nary administration,  and  the  donbts  of  the  competency 
of  their  authority,  which  may  put  some  stoppage  to 
this  operation,  will  be  carefully  set  aside.  Hiey  hbre 
a  right  to  flatter  themselves,  that  all-tiie  citizens  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  all  the  constituted  authorities, 
will:  use  the  «ame  xeal  to  second  their  views  and  ami- 
cable intentions*  Every  necessary  measure  shall  be 
taken  to  settlie  for  the  pajfmeat  of  the  above  articles.*' 
,  The. concluding  declaration  was  nothing  more  than 
a  vague  proQiise  that  the  Dutch  might  receive^  (me 
time  or  otiher,  French  assignats  for  the  substantial 
articles  furnished  to  their  new  friends,  who  vefy  ho- 
nestly told  them,  that  unless  the  demand  was  complied 
with,  an  indiscriminate  visitatiott  of  the  inhabitants 
would  be  had  recourse  to;,  for  the  raising  of  the  neces- 
sary supplies.  Upon  the  same  principle,  it  was  ordei«d 
Ibat  the  FretiGh  soldiers  should  be  quartered  In  private/ 
and  by  no  means  in  public  houses. 

A  proclamation  was  likewise  issued^  commanding 
adil  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces,  Dutch  Brabant, 
and  Flaiiders,  to  deUver  whatever  cattle  might  be 
demanded  by  the  invaders :  and  further,  the  council 
of  state  was  directed  to  return,  within  eight  days>  exact 
statements  of  the  treasures  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Union.  This  proclamation  was  followed 
by  another,  decreeing  that  all  shopkeepers  and  re- 
tailers should  be  obliged  to  receive  assignats  in  pay- 
ment for  their  commodities,  at  the  rate  of  nine  sous  for 
a  livre,  from  French  soldiers,  and  other  individuals 
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employed  in  the  anny ;  and  for  the  porpose  of  prevent- 
ing false  declarations  being  made  by  dealers  of  the 
sums  thus  received^  they  were  required  every  week  to 
give  in  lists  of  the  same ;  for  which  they  were  to  obtain 
acknowledgments  in  writings  or  rather  as^ignats,  under 
another  form,  and  of  equal  value.  In  order  also  to 
secure  all  the  coin  and  bullion  in  the  country,  the 
exportation  of  any  money,  gold  or  silver,  was  prohi- 
bited under  pain  of  death. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  revolutionary  States- 
general,  was  to  send  d6Mpatches  to  the  several  Dutch 
consuls  in  the  Baltic,  Mediterranean,  and  other  places, 
directing  them  to  warn  the  captains  of  all  ships  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Provinces  against  entering  any  Briti£ih 
ports.  Orders  were  also  sent  to  the  commanders  of 
men-of-war  and  Indiamen,  then  in  England,  to  return 
home  without  delay.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  British 
government  was  on  the  alert,  by  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  Dutch  vessels,  among  which  were  some  of  con- 
siderable value.  Commissioners  were  in  consequence 
sent  over  to  demand  these  ships  in  the  name  of  the 
Batavian  republic;  but  Lord  Grenville,  then  at  the 
head  of  the  foreign  department,  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  deputies  in  their  new  character,  and  they  returned 
without  being  able  to  gain  any  satisfaction.  Of  this 
treatment  neither,  they  nor  their  masters  had  any  reai^n 
to  complain ;  after  having  entered  into  an  alliance  with 
France,  and  overturning  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try, in  submissive  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  the 
National  Assembly. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


PROM  A.  D.  1795  TO  1799. 

The  reverses  of  fortune  experienced  by  the  Duke  of 
Tork  in  no  degree  lessened  his  reputation^  either  for 
valour^  judgment,  or  humanity.  On  the  contrary,  his 
military  talents  were  universally  confessed  by  vete- 
rans in  the  art  of  war ;  while  the  goodness  of  his  heart 
endeared  him  to  all  who  served  under  his  command. 
His  bravery  in  battle  was  adpiired  by  the  enemy,  and 
had  a  most  animating  effect  upon  his  troops.  The 
affair  at  Turcoing  would  have  been  still  more  disas- 
trous than  it  was,  had  the  Duke  lost  his  presence  of 
mind.  But,  by  maintaining  his  courage  and  coolness 
amidst  the  dangers  which  gathered  around  him,  he 
cut  his  way  through  the  hostile  ranks  of  infantry, 
and,  pli\nging  his  horse  into  the  river,  effected  his 
escape  to  the  German  entrenchments.  His  arrange- 
ments were  generally  allowed  to  be  highly  judicious ; 
and  he  evinced  uncommon  skill,  intrepidity,  and  stea- 
diness in  that  most  difficult  and  painful  duty,  the 
conducting  of  a  retreat,  which,  whenever  it  became 
indispensably  necessary,  was  always  managed  with 
a  regularity  and  firmness,  that  the  foe,  though  ardent 
and  numerous,  invariably  preserved  ;i  respectful  dis«- 
tance. 

2p 
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The  circumstances  under  which  the  Duke  was 
jdaced  were  of  a  nature  altogether  peculiar  and  un- 
precedented; so  that  neither  the  most  consummate 
ability  in  a  general,  nor  inflexible  resolution  in  his 
soldiers,  could  have  insured  success.  The  plan  of  the 
allies  was  radically  defective  at  the  outset,  for,  instead 
of  concentrating  their  forces,  and  bearing  upon  France 
with  their  combined  power,  they  insulated  their  means, 
and  in  consequence  were  defeated  in  detail.  At  the  very 
opening  of  the  campaign,  the  Duke  of  York  foresaw  the 
result,  and  protested  against  a  system  of  operations,  in 
which  he  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  take  an  active  and 
responsible  part*  Independent  of  this,  a  spirit  of  jea- 
lousy and  selfishness  shed  its  malign  influence  over  the 
allied  counsels,  so  that  while  they  had  a  dtoperate 
and  united  enemy  to  contend  with,  the  Austrians  and 
Prussians,  forgetful  of  their  true  interest,  were  divided 
in  principle.  The  latter  power,  though  the  first  to 
enter  into  the  war,  soon  gave  indications  oi  retrocefr^ 
3MHI,  and  could  only  be  kept  from  ccmcludiag  a  sepa- 
rate peace  by  the  lure  of  British  gold.  The  emperor, 
it  is  tnie>  acted  with  somewhat  more  consistency ;  but 
however  honourable  his  personal  motives  might  be, 
it  appeared  but  too  obvious  that  bis  ministers  w^e 
piirsuing  a  course  rather  calculated  to  injwe  than 
proiDBM^te  the  mighty  cause  which  they  professed  to 
0«pport« 

.  At  tlie  very  time  that  the  British  army  was  combat- 
ing for  the  preservation  of  tihe  Nethwlands,  and  espe- 
fmjfy  West  Flanders,  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  betrayed 
SMb  aa  unooncem  about  those  possessions,  as  to 
jutify  the  auspioioii  which  the  Duke  of  York  con^ 
cdlv#dj  that  theve  was  a  secret  design  formed  of  ahaa- 
dMim  those  provinces. 
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It  is  certain^  however,  that  the  Avstsdaii  couoiula 
w«re  enveloped  in  a  mist  of  doubt;  and  Unt  tbera 
was  nothing  decided  in  the  measnies  adopted  for  the 
prosecution  oi  tiie  war.  The  consequence  of  all  this 
was,  as  might  be  expected,  a  want  of  cordialitjr  be* 
tween  the  respective  armies,  which  coldness  gave  rise 
to  much  angry  reflection^  and  many  complaints  on 
both  sides*  The  dissatisfactioii  of  the  British  troops 
was  loadly  expressed,  and  that  with  reason ;  lor  on 
several  occasions  they  foand  themsdves  exposed  1o 
the  fury  of  the  republicans,  mthoot  receiving  any  su]^ 
port  whatever  from  the  Imperialists. 

.  The  action  at  Tnrcoing,  for  vfbkk  it  was  difficett  t& 
assign  any  mililary  reason,  appeared  so  like  a  preine^ 
ditatsd  intention  to  sacrifice  the  Duke  e€  Yotk  and  hbi 
aimy,  that  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  keep  the  discon- 
tent  of  the  tioops  from  bieaking  out  into  open  ruptsre. 
Though  his  royal  highness  had  himself  sufficient  cause 
to  be  displeased  with  the  conduct  of  the  Anstrians-, 
yet  feeling  the  vast  weight  of  the  charge  that  was 
laid  upon  him,  and  fully  aware  of  the  ruiaeus'  effects 
that  mnst  inevitably  be  the  result  of  any  public  ^« 
sension  among  the  lead^s  of  the  cmnbined  armies, 
he  wisdy  suppressed  his  resentment,  and  endeavoured 
to  advance  the  common  interest  by  a  spirit  of  conei*^ 
liation,  when  he  found  that  his  advice  was  dlsre-: 
gasded.  The  generosity  of  this  condescension  made 
a  strong  ianpression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Anstfiail 
Goamianders ;  and  though  they  wero  not  at  liberty  to 
deviate  from  the  orders  of  the  militory  council  which 
directed  aH  their  opentioos,  they  veaid^y  admow* 
lodged  the  soundness  of  the  advice  which  they  cotM 
not  follow,  and  to  admire  Ae  fortitude  of  the  Mlus* 
trioas  pers<mage  from  whom  it  came.    Had  Ike  mtch^ 
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duke  Charles  been  then  at  the  head  of  the  Imperial 
forces  in  Flanders,  with  a  perfect  freedom  to .  act 
according  to  circamstances,  and  to  the  best  of  -his 
judgment,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  affairs 
woald  have  taken  a  very  different  turn,  notwithatand- 
ing  the  tergiversation  of  the  Prussian  monarch. 

Such,  we  happen  to  know,  was  the  matured  opinion 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  compelled  to  3rield  to 
in^asures  which  his. vigorous  mind  disapproved,  and 
to  act  with  men  who^  whatever  might  be  their  pro-  ' 
fessional  merit,  were  attached  to  a  system,  the  rules 
of  which  were  set.  at  defiance,  and  overturned  every 
moment,  by  undisciplined  armies  and  uneducated  gene- 
rals. Hence,  by  the  mere  force  of  numbers,  the  im- 
pulse of  enthusiasm,  and  an  utter  disregard  of  human 
life,  the  French  republicans,  after  recovering  from 
their  first  alarm,  were  soon  enabled  to  repel  the 
attacks  of  the  well-trained  and  organized  hosts  of 
veterans  that  assen^bled  on  their  frontief s. 

The  allies,  by  their  conduct  in  neglecting  the  oppor- 
tunities which  fortune  threw  in  their  way,  and  by  dis- 
sipating the  means  which  they  possessed,  gave  a  prac- 
tical lesson  to  their  adversaries,  who,  careless  of  the 
expense,  quickly  proved  superior  to  the  experienced 
masters  in  the  art  of  war,  from  whose  errors  they 
derived  knowledge.  In  consequence  of  this,  after  the 
battle  of  Fleurus,  the  tide  of  success  ran  almost  con- 
tinually in  one  direction,  and  at  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1794,  the  Hall  of  the  National  Convention 
at  Paris  exhibited  a  tablet,  on  which  were  inscribed 
the  conquests  that  had  recently  crowned  the  arms  of 
the  republic. 

From  this  record  it  appeared  that  the  ten  provinces 
of  the  Austrian  Netherlands ;  the  seven  United  Pro- 
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vinces ;  the  bishoprics  of  liege.  Worms,  and  Spire ; 
the  electorates  of  Treves,  Cologne,  and  Mentz;  the 
Palatinate;  and  the  duchies  of  Deux  Fonts,  Juliers, 
and  Cleves, — were  all  subjugated  in  the  north :  while 
Savoy  and  the  principality  of  Nice  and  Monaco  ac- 
knowledged the  republican  government  in  the  south. 
The  entire  population  of  these  countries  was  estimated 
at  thirteen  millions ;  which,  added  to  the  twenty-four 
millions  contained  in  France,  gave  the  republic  an 
aggregate,  number  of  thirty-seven  millions  of  subjects. 
All  these  achievements  were  accomplished  within  less 
than  a  year  and  a  half;  during  which  period  the 
French  armies  had  gained  twenty-seven  general  bat- 
tles, been  victorious  in  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
seven  inferior  actions,  and  had  besides  taken  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  strong  cities  and  fortified  places. 
These  successes,  it  was  observed,  were  obtained  against 
the  best  disciplined  armies  in  Europe,  who  were  elated 
with  their  past  triumphs  over  warlike  enemies,  and 
commanded  by  generals  of  consummate  experience 
and  brilliant  reputation ;  while  the  forces  of  the  re- 
public, at  the  Commencement  of  the  contest,  consisted 
of  officers  and  soldiers  few  of  whom  had  seen  service, 
and  commanded  by  generals  hitherto  without  renown. 
However  lofty  this  boast  might  be,  the  truth  of  it 
could  not  be  well^  denied,  when  the  history  of  the 
campaign  was  impartially  reviewed.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  dissolution  of  the  coalition,  by  the 
secession  of  some  of  the  minor  states,  was  not  a  matter 
to  excite  surprise ;  but  after  making  every  allowance 
for  the  departure  of  Spain,  Tuscany,  and  Hesse-Cassel, 
from  the  alliance,  nothing  could  be  said  to  justify  the 
King  of  Prussia  in  pocketing  the  subsidies  of  Eng- 
land,  while  he  was  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  a 
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secret  negotiation  with  the  ConveatioB.  The  ten- 
giiage  of  this  potentate,  in  the  maniiesto  which  he 
published  to  justify  his  conduct  in  concludiag  a  sepa- 
rate peace,  may  be  held  up  as  one  of  the  finest  Sf^ 
cimens  of  political  sophistry  ever  woTen,  to  mmka 
treachery  a  virtue  of  necessity* 

In  this  appeal  the  monarch  says,  '^  After  three 
bloody  campaigns,  fertile  in  death  and  desolation,  is 
not  suffering  humanity  brought  sufficieatfy  low  ?  His 
majesty  cannot  wholly  sacrifice  himself^  aiid  leave  his 
dominions  entirely  a  prey  to  destruction,,  for  the  sake 
of  participating  in  the  future  experiment  of  a  war,  the 
result  of  which,  if  it  were  even  as  favourable  as  pes* 
sible,  would  still  be  inferior  to  a  present  negotiation 
for  peace.  All  considerations  of  foreign  and  domestio 
relations,  as  likewise  the  sacred  duties  which  his 
majesty  owes  to  the  prosperity  of  his  provinces,  Co 
his  subjects  longing  for  peace  and  tranquillity,  and 
to  the  happiness  of  his  own  royal  bosom,  snmmott 
him  most  urgently  to  renounce  forthwith,  a  war  whose 
future  issue  must  onlyg[>Tove  ruinous  past  redemption." 

On  this  it  may  be  remarked,  that  Frederick  William 
would  have  acted  with  more  discretion,  in  retiiing 
silently  from  the  confederacy,  than  in  offering  an  apo*^ 
logy  which  only  served  to  bring  to  recollection  his  pre- 
vious denunciations  of  vengeance  against  the  French 
encroachments,  and  his  avowed  determination  to  re- 
establish the  ancient  monarchy. 

At  that  time  the  King  of  Prussia  saw  nothing  hut 
danger  in  the  process  of  republican  ponctples ;  but 
now,  when  the  French  wen  evidently  gainiag  ua 
ascendancy  which  fhr^tened  the  annihilation:  of  all 
tile  thrones  in  Europe,  his  royal  boeoai  panted  fos 
peace  and  tranquillity.    The  truth  is,  Prussia  had 
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suffered  less  than  the  other  members  of  the  confe- 
deracy,  for  Austria  was  stripped  of  some  of  its  most 
valaable  appendages,  and  had  lost  an  incalculable 
nnmber  of  lives.  England,  indeed,  had  not  been  de- 
prived of  any  of  her  territories,  bat  she  had  incurred 
heavy  expenses  for  the  prosecution  of  a  war,  of  which 
the  cabinet  of  Beilin  was  not  only  the  principal  insti* 
gator,  but  had  derived  from  it  pecuniary  advantage. 
Notwithstandkig  all  this,  neither  the  disasters  of  the 
campaign,  nor  the  defection  of  some  of  the  allies, 
dispirited  the  British  government;  and  although  the 
King,  as  elector  of  Hanover,  was  under  the  necessity 
of  acceding  to  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  by 
Prussia,  jet,  in  his  regal  capacity,  he  maintained 
an  inHexiUe  resolution  of  prosecuting  the  contest. 
At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  parliament,  there- 
fore, his  Majesty  observed,  ''That  the  efforts  made 
by  our  enemies,  and  to  which  alone  their  successes 
were  owii^,  had  produced  among  themselves  the  per^ 
nicious  effects  that  might  have  been  expected;  and 
that  every  thing  which  had  passed  in  the  interior  of 
the  country  evinced  the  progressive  and  rapid  decay 
of  their  resources,  and  the  instability  of  every  part 
of  that  violent  and  unnatural  system,  which  would 
prove  both  ruinous  to  France,  and  incompatible  with 
the  tranquillity  of  other  nations." 

The  debates  which  ensued  were  rendered  remarkable 
by  the  vaoillati<m  of  some  of  those  members  of  the 
house  of  commons,  who  had  hitherto  been  among  the 
most  strenuous  supporters  of  administration.  On  the 
motion  for  an  address,  Mr.  WOberforce  proposed  an 
amendment  in  favour  of  an  immediate  negocia'tion  for 
peftce.  In  advocating  this  measure,  the  honourable 
member  observed,  that  the  confederacy  against  France 
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was  now  dissolved ,  and  that  her  internal  disorders  were 
appeased ;  how  then  was  it  possible  to  conquer  a  people 
who  had  resisted  with  such  success  the  combined 
forces  of  Europe,  even  amidst  the  distraction  of  in- 
surrections? The  retrospect  of  our  affairs  (he  said) 
was  bad,  but  the  proispect  before  us  was  still  worse ; 
for,  like  the  waves  of  the  ocean,  the  armies  of  France 
seemed  rapidly  to  overthrow  every  thing  that  stood  in 
their  way.  Mr.  Wilberforce  added,  that.  He  was 
well  aware  of  the  impossibility  of  forcing  a  government 
upon  France,  when  that  country  was  united  in  opinion 
and  in  act ;  and  he  scrupled  not  to  say,  that  though  a 
Mend  to  monarchy,  he  did  not  conceive  a  monarchy 
to  be  the  fittest  form  of  government  for  France  in  its 
present  circumstances,  when  the  current  of  prejudice 
set  so  strongly  against  it. — This  speech,  and  the 
motion  to  which  it  was  the  prelude,  astonished  the 
minister,  particularly  as  he  had  never  once  made  any 
declaration  against  concluding  a  peace  with  the  repub- 
lican rulers  of  France.  All  that  this  country  demanded 
was  security,  and  Mr.  Pitt  maintained  that  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things  gave  no  prospect  of  the  kind.  The 
house  being  of  the  same  opinion,  the  amendment  was 
rejected,— and  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  was 
determined  upon  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Thus 
supported,  the  minister  brought  forward  his  estimate 
of  the  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year;  the  military 
service  of  which  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  landsmen;  and  the  loan  proposed  was  for 
eighteen  millions,  the  largest  sum  ever  voted  at  one 
time  by  parliament  up  to  that  period. 

Such  was  the  critical  state  of  affairs,  when  the  King 
thought  proper  to  place  his  second  son  at  the  head 
of  the  military  establishment.     His  royal  hig^esa. 
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who  bad  been  made  a  fall  general  on  the  12th  oC  April 
1793,  was,  on  the  18th  of  February  1795,  constituted 
Field-marshal  and  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Bri-> 
tish  forces.    Jeffery  Lord  Amherst,  the  predecessor  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  resignation, 
near  fourscore  years  of  age,  and  totally  incapacitated 
for  a  situation  which  required  uncommon  exertion,  and 
a  mind  free  from  all  professional  partialities.    Lord 
Amherst  was  an  intrepid  soldier,  and  an  excellent 
general  of  the  old  school,  bqt  his  achievements  were 
chiefly  confined  to  North  America ;  where,  though  he 
enlarged  our  colonial  possessions,  by  wresting  from 
France  several  valuable  fortresses,  he  fought  no  regu*^ 
lar  battle,  .because  the  enemy  never  brought  into  the 
field  any  army  of  magnitude  in  those  regions.    Such, 
however,  was    the   reputation  acquired   by  General 
Amherst  in  America,  that  when  the  revolutionary  war 
•  broke  out,  he  was  considered  as  the  fittest  man  in  the 
service  to  hold  the  high  situation  of  commander-in- 
chief.    Yet  the  result  did  not  justify  the  confidence 
that  was  placed  in  his  judgment;  for  to  whatever 
cause  it  might  be  owing,  never  was  a  military  system 
worse  planned  or  worse  conducted  than  the  one  which 
was  uniformly  pursued  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
unfortunate  contest. 

Here  was  a  lesson  from  which  some  practical  results 
might  have  been  expected,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
British  army.  But  no  such  beneficial  change  took  place 
in  the  organization  of  this  complicated  and  important 
machine.  Every  thing  at  the  peace  was  suffered  to 
remain  in  each  department  exactlyias  it  had  stood  years 
before :  though  the  test  of  the  American  war  proved 
the  necessity  of  simplifying  operations  and  correcting 
abuses.  When  the  Duke  of  York  landed  in  Holland,  in 
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order  to  open  the  campaigu  in  Flanders^  he  had  socmi 
occasion  to  lament  the  deteriorated  state  of  the  army 
that  was  placed  under  his  direction.    The  valour  of  the 
troops,  indeed,  inspired  confidence ;  bat  thoi^h  their 
physical  strength,  patience  of  fatigue,  and  dauntlessness 
of  spirit,  warranted  full  assurance  that  in  the  heat  of 
battle  they  would  not  flinch,  yet  something  was  obvi- 
ously wanting  to  render  these  high  qualities  invincible, 
when  opposed  to  enemies  of  a  new  and  formidable 
description.    This  would  have  been  no  easy  task  even 
in  a  time  of  peace,  but  in  the  face  of  an  active  and 
powerful  foe  it  became  peculiarly  difficult.    By  perse* 
verance,  however,  his  royal  highness  succeeded,  and 
he  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  troops  in  such 
a  condition  as  gave  than,  in  many  respects,  a  degree 
of  distinction  over  the  boasted  veterans  of  the  conti- 
nent; and  when  at  last,  by  the  sinistrous  course  of 
events,  which  no  skill  or  valour  could  resist,  they 
were  under  the  necessity  of  quitting  the  countries 
where  they  bad  gathered  immortal  laurels,  their  retreat 
was  steady  and  dignified,  neither  disgraced  by  wanton 
revenge  nor  licentious  disorder.    Such  were  the  bene- 
ficial effects  produced  by  the  personal  exertions  of  the 
Duke  of  YoriL,  and  carried  on  under  his  immediate 
inspection. 

At  home,  a  new  scene  now  called  for  the  labours  of  his 
royal  highness ;  aiid  no  <nie  who  turns  to  the  page  of 
history^  and  considers  the  turbulent  character  of  the 
times,  will  venture  to  say  that  the  situation  which  he 
now  undertook  was  a  sinecure. 

Error  and  abuse  lAd  for  many  years  prevailed,  and 
been  increasing  in  every  department  of  the  military 
administration:  so  that  while  a  general  refenn  was 
rendered  absolutely  necessary,  it  became  extremely 
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difficult  to  detennine  where  the  salutary  work  should 
begin.    Evils  of  extraordinary  magnitude  called  for 
immediate  correction;  and  numerous  deficiencies^. of 
essential  moment  to  the  organization  of  an  efficient 
establishment,  were  to  be  supplied.    But  amidst  the 
many  excrescencies  to  be  removed,  changes  to  be  made, 
and  regulations  to  be  introduced,  for  the  improvement 
of  a  system  which  was  confessedly  of  vital  import- 
ance to  the  nation ;  the  prominent  disorders  were  in 
some  respects  so  complicated,  and  mixed  with  pro- 
fessional merit  and  personal  influence,  that  peculiar 
caution  was  required,.to  avoid  inflicting  private  injury 
while  endeavouring  to  promote  the  public  good.    The 
King,  who,  ever  since  his  accession,  had  paid  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  constitution  and  management  of  the 
army,  saw  and  lamented  the  corruptions  which  pre- 
vailed ;  but  as  he  was  unable  to  overcome  the  invete- 
rate prejudices  and  habitual  indolence  of  the  persons 
in  whom  he  was  obliged  to  confide,  few  and  trifling 
were  the  alterations  introduced  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  till  the  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  York  to 
the  station  of  field-marshal  and  commander*  in-chief 
of  the  forces,  presented  a  fair  opportunity  for  com- 
mencing and  perfecting  the  necessary  miovation.    His 
Majesty,  however,  was  too  prudent  a  man  to  recom- 
mend any  sudden  innovations  of  ^eat  magnitude;  or 
such  as  from  their  novelty  might  create  alarm  and 
jealousy  in  the  army  and  the  nation.    It  was  his  opi- 
nion, grounded  on  experience,  that  the  important  work 
of  reorganizing  such  a  complicated  machine,  made  up  of 
diffiBrent  elements,  should  be  carried  on  progressively, 
to  avmd  raising  the  passions  of  the  people  against 
the  operation  of  measures,  the  beneficial  tendency  of 
which  they  could  neither  perceive  nor  understand. 
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To  this  sage  principle,  the  foundation  of  all  prac* 
tical  wisdom,  the  Duke  of  York  cordially  acceded; 
and  thus,  '^et  Pater  excitat/'  he  entered  upon  the 
laborious  chaise  of  new-modelling  the  oeconomy  of  the 
army,  in  order  to  meet  the  gigantic  power  which  even 
now  threatened  the  subjugation  of  all  Europe. 

One  of  the  most  crying  enormities  in  the  cdd  regimen, 
and  which  had  gone  on  without  redress,  was  that  of 
regulating  military  advancement  solely  by  a  scale  of 
prices.  This  anomaly  in  the  British  army  was  carried 
to  such  an  excess  of  absurdity,  that  sometimes  boya 
on  the  lower  forms  at  school,  and  even  infants  in  the 
nursery,  were  gazetted  as  lieut«  colonels  of  regiments, 
to  the  detriment  of  veterans  grown  grey  in  the  service 
of  their  king  and  country,  and  to  the  palpable  deteriora- 
tion of  the  profession  itself.  As,  however,  the  custom 
of  obtaining  rank  by  purchase  could  not  be  got  rid 
of  altogether,  his  royal  highness,  the  new  commander- 
in-chief,  at  the  entrance  upon  his  office,  established  a 
regulation  which  in  some  degree  checked  the  present 
abuse,  and  laid  the  basis  for  further  improvement.  This 
rule  was,  that  no  person  should  take  rank,  or  obtain  a 
commission  as  a  field-officer,  who  had  not  actually 
served  six  years.  Thus  one  evil  was  cut  up  by  the 
roots,  and  no  objection  could  be  raised  against  it,  since 
the  measure  was  of  a  prospective  nature  only,  and  did 
not  affect  the  interests  of  those  who  had  profited  by 
the  preposterous  error  of  the  ancient  system. 

In  the  same  judicious  spirit  of  looking  forward  to 
the  substitution  of  an  efficient  force  for  the  support  of 
the  British  empire  in  its  vastly  extended  territories, 
the  royal  Duke  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  subject  of 
military  education. 

While  almost  every  great  state  on  the  continent 
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possessed  some^  institation  solely  applied  to  the  par- 
pose  of  training  up  yonng  candidates  for  fame,  in  the 
servic9  of  their  country,  England  alone,  as  if  in  proud 
contempt  of  all  such  preparatory  discipline,  remained 
without  any  establishment  of  the  kind.  The  Royal 
Academy  at  Woolwich  could  hardly  be  said  to  offer  an 
exception ;  for,  being  exclosiyely  confined  to  the  artillery 
and  engineer  departments,  the  education  there  received 
was  wholly  of  a  scientific  character,  and  that  scarcely 
rising  aboYe  mechanical  operation.  Something,  there- 
fore, far  beyond  this,  was  wanting,  to  qualify  officers 
for  the  conduct  of  armies  on  a  large  scale,  where  the 
leaders  would  have  to  combat  with  men  trained  to  all 
the  arts  of  war,  whether  of  direct  evolution  or  secret 
stratagem;  and  where,  of  course,  every  thing  would 
depend  on  the  eye  and  the  judgment,  on  quickness  of 
penetration  and  promptitude  of  decision,  to  coanteract 
practised  skiU,  and  to  overcome  superiority  of  numbers. 
Hitherto  young  officers  of  the  English  line,  who 
were  ambitious  of  excelling  in  the  profession  of  arms, 
were  wont  to  spend  some  time  at  one  of  the  high 
military  schools  in  Germany,  of  which  that  of  Bruns- 
wick bore  the  greatest  reputation.  Thoagh  several 
generals  of  renown,  by  having  gone  through  this  course 
of  preparation,  had  stamped  a  sort  of  sanction  upon 
the  custom,  it  was  not  a  practice  that  did  any  honour 
to  the  British  government  or  the  national  character. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  reflection  upon  both,  by 
evincing  a  total  indifierence  to  that  mental  dignity, 
without  which  valour  and  strength  are  qualities  of 
little  worth.  Knowing  by  experience  the  value  of  a 
professional  initiation,  and  convinced  of  the  injury 
which  the  service  sustained  by  the  neglect  paid  to  it 
in  England,  his  royal  highness  bent  his  early  thoughts 
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elosely  to  the  supply  of  this  radical  defect,  and  with 
such  assiduity  did  he  labour,  that  in  bo  long  time  he 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  military  college  founded 
under  the  express  sanction  of  his  Majesty,  and  with 
the  full  consent  of  parliament. 

At  the  first  establishment  of  this  royal  foundation, 
the  institution  was  divided  into  two  departments,  junior 
and  senior.  The  former  was  meant  for  the  education 
of  youths  between  thirteen  and  fifteen  years  of  age, 
who,  previous  to  admission,  were  examined  in  the 
rudiments  of  grammar,  Latin  and  English,  and  the  ele- 
ments of  arithmetic.  After  this,  they  passed  through 
a  regular  course  of  instruction  in  all  the  branches 
necessary  to  accomplish  them  for  the  military  service. 
Having  gone  through  the  requisite  studies,  and  given 
proofs  of  their  proficiency,  the  commander-in-chief, 
who  always  attended  the  examinations  in  person,  took 
notice  of  the  most  deserving,  and  recommended  them 
to  his  Majesty  for  commissions  in  the  line;  and  so 
rapid  was  the  progress  of  the  institution,  that  within 
two  years  several  of  the  early  cadets  were  gasetted  on 
no  other  ground  than  their  merit. 

The  second  department  was  calculated  entirely  for 
the  benefit  of  oflk^ers  who  had  already  acquired  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  regim^ital  duties,  but  stood  in 
need  of  further  qualifications  in  the  higher  branches 
of  the  profession,  and  to  enable  them  to  hold  staff 
employments.  The  attention  of  these  adult  pupils 
was  therefore  particularly  directed  to  the  fkmctions 
of  the  quarter-master-general  in  the  field. 

For  this  class  of  students  a  particular  body  of  pre- 
cepts was  drawn  up,  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  illustrious  commander-in-chief. 

Tliese  instructions  were  not  a  compilaticm   from 
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military  books,  bat  simply  comprised  a  practical  exer- 
cise, of  which  the  theory  and  principles  were  strictly 
conformable  to  the  rales  of  war,  though  necessarily 
confined  in,  the  application  to  the  nature  of  the  country 
where  the  operations  might  take  place.  The  object  of 
these  directions,  therefore,  was  to  render  a  select  num- 
ber of  oflBicers  competmit  to  assist-  generals  command- 
ing annies,  in  the  prompt  execution  of  their  'orders^ 
and  to  carry  into  effect,  various  and  extensive  details 
relating  to  actual  operations  in  the  field  of  battle. 

It  must  be  evident,  that  the  success  of  a  plati  de^ 
pends  very  much  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  scene  of 
operations.  If  a  general  is  ignorant  of  the  localities 
where  he  has  to  act,  and  is  opposed  by  natural  ob« 
stacles  with  which  he  has  not  been  previously  made 
acquainted,  his  best  schemes  will  be  frustrated.  Yet 
how  can  a  commander  who  has  a  large  force  to 
direct,  numerous  duties  to  fulfil,  and  a  vast  space  of 
ground  to  occupy,  bestow  the  necessary  time  and 
labour,  at  a  great  personal  risk,  iB  reconnoitring 
the  positions  of  the  enemy,  examining  the  country 
in  his  front  and  upon  his  flanks,  even  as  far  as 
the  advanced  posts?  That  he  may  do  so  is  ad-* 
mifted,  but  in  that  case  every  thing  will  idtimately 
depend  upon  hhnself ;  and  in  order  properly  to  accom- 
plish his  object,  he  must  remain  upon  the  different 
spots  of  observation  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
make  a  skeldi  of  them  upon  paper,  to  the  extent  of 
all  the  roads  in  the  environs  of  his  camp. 

Now,  when  it  is  considered  that  such  an  occupation 

would  unavoidably  interfere  with  his  other  duties,  it 

.  follows,  that  either  this  part  of  the  service  ought  to 

be  performed  by  a  corps  of  ofibcers  directly  appointed 

for  the  purpose ;  or  else  we  must  suppose  the  possi- 
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bility  of  maldiig  good  dispositions,  and  of  giyiiig  clear 
and  precise  orders,  ivithout  any  local  knowledge,  and- 
without  regard  being  had  to  the  circamstanoes  of  Ae 
ground;  which  would  be  as  absurd  as  to  say  that  an 
army  of  blind  men  stood  the  best  chance  of  success.' 
To  those  who  think  that  a  verbal  writtai  report  woidd 
answer  the  purpose,  it  may  be  replied,  that  such*  m 
statement,  without  a  plan  in  drawing,  cauuKt  cor« 
rectly  point  out  the  advantages  or  disadyantages  dC 
the  position  to  be  occupied;  because,  in  that  ca0e,  k 
is  the  subaltern  who  judges  of  the  ground,  and  not 
the  general.  Whatever  is  committed  to  writing,  neces^* 
sarily  assumes  s<mie  tincture  of  the  opinion  of  the 
writer.  A  plan  in  drawing,  admits  of  no  opinion;  it 
is  a  mere  representation  of  the  ground,  and  nothing 

more. 

However  ably  or  correctly  a  written  report  may  be 
]na4c,  it  will  always  be  more  difficult  to  comprehend 
the  general  description,  and  to  combine  tiie  sq^iarate 
details,  than  to. judge  of  the  same  things  in  a  jdan, 
where  the  eye  is  able  to  discover  at  once  all  the 
parts,  and  to  connect,  without  confiuion,  the  distinct 
features  with  the  general  form. 

Such  are  the  advantages  which  a  general  may  de- 
rive from  plans  of  a  country;  but  the  question  here 
arises,  how  are  these  to  be  obtained  in  a  time  when  the 
exigences  are  pressing,  and  call  for  prompt  decision? 
It  may  here'  be  observed,  that  what  would  take  one 
man  ^ht  or  ten  days  to  execute,  eight  or  ten  men  in 
concert  would  eflfect  in  one  day,  by  fixing  upon  an 
established  sign  to  express  the  features  of  the  ground 
which  it  becomes  necessary  to  reconnoitre,  in  order  to 
regulate  and  determine  the  several  parts  of  the  posi- 
tion. 


flitoh  wai  tke  i3e«  of  praotioal  science  straek  out 
by  Um  Didto  tf  T«tfc»  uid  uyoa  which  liie  iaitnic^ 
lioa«f  Ae  iuperior  depttrtmefit  of  the  college  of  High 
Wycombe  was  founded.  Another  branch  consisted  in 
1km  cb0t^  of  the  pesktonii  of  battles  and  ^nitocich- 
mpts,  bjr  wUch  w&rj  part  of  a  camp  may  be  pro^ 
laeCed  aftd  detaidifd,  together  with  the  theory  adapted 
to  aU  emerg^ofes  in  which  field  fortifle&tioii  caa  be 
adir^ntageoasly  employed.  A  U^Pd  diyisioii  of  ia^^ 
atnlctioa  ap]^Bed  to  the  meailaremeivl  and  tracing  ont 
ef  camps>  and  the  attentfoiis  and  preoaatiOBS  rdathre 
to  e^ery  part  of  castrametalion.  lastly,  the  yonng 
olBoers  fen  this  dass  wete  tanght  flie  eittemal  dutiea 
ol  the  oamp»  aad  those  relatiire  to  the  marching,  of 
anaiea ;  the  inethod  ^  ibraghig',  and  of  coverid^  Ibvage-^ 
ifif  parties,  and  also  of  escorting  convoyil  i  the  conduct 
to  be  pumaed  by  detachments  ehaifed  wi^  coamiiiii 
fliMa  fetatiira  to  war,  as  well  as  with  the  measnres  and 
dispositions  to  be  adopted  for  winter  quarters. 

For  admittpnee  to  dm  practical  instraotioii  thus 
aAuPded  at  Wycouibe,  it  was  rendered  indispensable 
that  an  oOoer  shonld  have  sopie  knowledge  of  geo* 
m^try  and  tfigoaonietry,  and  be  able  to  take  the  plan 
ef  a  country;  that  he  shonld  be  acqaainted  with  the 
dementary  ptinciplea  of  die  foijtaficatioti  of.  towns^ 
and  of  the  war  of  sief  es;  that  he  shonld  have  aoqaixed 
the  necessary  ideas  of  artfllery,  nppn  the  throwing  of 
shells,  the  calibre  and  range  of  catmoa,  thek  weight 
and  that  of  their  canrii^es,  the  Bsanner  of  serviof 
them,  and  the  nandmr  of  men  leqnitjed  by  thb  semoe, 
both  fo. the  battery  awLthe  field. 

Saeh  waa  the.  general  plan  adopted  for  this  braMh 
of  stadietf,  on  the  first,  eitabhafameot  of  the  Boyal 
Mffitary  College  at  High  Wyoenbej  bat  the  STstent 

2b 
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th^reand  at  Mairlow  aftwwards  underwent  aooie  con- 
aiderable  alterations,  and  received  several  tepoMant 
Additions;  in  all  of  which  the  Dakeof  Tock  tookato 
acfiye  concern. 

.  With  the  same  attention  to  oider,  military  preeuiieB» 
and*  iniproyement^  his  royal  highness  imposed  npon 
himself  the  ardnous  task  lof  revising  the  sieveral  codes 
et  general  regulations  and  oardeirsy  that  had  been 
framed  «and  promulgated  from  the  time  of  the  great 
]>uke  of  Marlborough  down  to  the  Duke  oi  Cumber^ 
land.  Oat  of  all  these  complicated  systems,  he  ex* 
iracted  a  more  simple  dq^t,  with  sudi  new  ordir 
nances  for  the  good  of  the  senrice,  as  were  rendered 
eicpedient  by  the  changes  which  had  taben  place  in  the 
conation  of  tha  army  and  the  manmscs  of  the  timea. 

According  to  the  new  establiahment,  it  was  ordered, 
that  a  half^yeariy  return  should  be  made  of  aU  the 
g;eneral  and  staff  officers  serving  at  home  or  on  ata> 
tions  abroad,  specifying  every  other  alteration  that 
had  taken  place  in  each  regiment  during  that  period. 
Besides  this,  it  was  required  that  theve  should  be  half- 
yearly  coi^dential  reports  made  to  the  omnmanrter* 
in«-chief ;  and  a  general  monthly  return  of  the  troops, 
with  a  list  subjoined  of  the  officers  serving  in  thejdis* 
trict,  with  their  respective  stations.  General  offioers 
serving  in  home  districts,  were  also  enjoined  to  send 
monthly,  to  the  quarter-master*gaieral,  a  vetnm  of 
the  quarters  of  the  tvsops  under  tiieir  orders ;  and 
those  conmmnding  on  foreign  statkms  ware  lequiied 
to  transmit.  In  addition  to  the  fbuner  retnms,  an  ac* 
count  half-yearly  of  the  casoaltias  in  the  troops  uadar 
their  command,  a  list  of  *the  oiieen  uribo  had  leaiFe  of 
absence,  and  particulars  of  the  disemhafkation  of  de- 
,taohments  or.  regiments  within  their  districts.    Nor 


ivas  Ho*  aH;  fer.the  ragiriAthKiAiieBit^^ 
w|iiMto  of  tke  emdition  erf"  each  €orp»;  aoMl  sa  exaci 
was  the'Dokeof  York,  thai  to  pfevcnt  i^qm  in-Ae 
issite  of  forage,  he  gave  out  the  fdlowiog-  special 
nyoaciioiMt-** 

.•  ^Hia  Boyal  H^jfaness  direets  geneiala  oomnMOidiag 
diatricta,  to  order  musters  of  the  horses  in  eamp  to.bd 
made  ^weekly  by  the  majors  of  brigade,  in  presenee  of 
the  commandiiig  officers  of  regiments,  and  Iheiesideitt 
ofiMrs  of  the  commissariat  department  These  mus* 
tars  are  to  be  made  at  uncertain  times,  and  on  the 
dierteat  notice.  His  Royal  Highness  relies  on  tba 
geneial  officers  enforcing  this  order  in  the  strictest 
sianner,.and  that  they  will  rqport  any  devtetion  finMn 
it,  or  any  abase  which  may  hereafter  occur  in  the 
iasiie  of  forage,  fw  his  Royal  Higtmeas's  information/' 
V  Thus  the  whole  system  in  a  short  space  of  time 
assumed  a  new  and  liyely  form ;  of  which,  regalarity 
«tfd  economy  constituted  the  dJatrngnishing  >•  charac* 
tsrislics.  All  nmimmriBg  was  sfleaoed-by  the  prac^ 
tfeal  *  benefits  flowing  from  the  regalations  that  were 
adbpled,  in>  the  creation  of  aa  effective  tovee,  and  the 
^ondbrt  'Cf  tiiaae  who  wars  employed^  as'well  privates 
M'offieers.  Hie  pay  of  the  sokKaiy  was  raised  in  m 
imcomnlon>  degtee ;  a  oonsidecable  a4iilioa.  hsing  made 
^^that  ef  the  suhaHernsy  while  i  the  field-oAceys  and 
t^^tains  received  <hair  fidlxpay,  with  the  eaccepiion  of 
a'small  dedootion  farigenctaipitrpeaos. 
'  An  esseatial tepnivement  was.ahM>  inttodooed  into 
the  mode  of  keeping'  Hie  mitttary  aeconnts;  and  the 
whole  commissMriat  departeent,  which  AomthBi  imme 
morial  bad  been' an  ininite  soarce  of  fraud,  underwent 
a  purgation/and  though,. in  ooosequenee  of. the  extra^^ 
ordinary  measures  which  the  goveiwnent  new  had 


secoime  t(i>»  for  the  parpw^.oi  ^p^fljr  miblvg  w 
efficient  force  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  timee» 
etoiy  agency  becwne  a  iirofituble  Uae  of  btudKieea ; :  the 
abQsee  to  which  it  le4  did  aot  esce^  the  canttoander^ 
in-chief,  who  applied  thereto  such  che^  da  weni 
ealcnlated  at  leaet  to  keep  theaenrice  frt>m  etisttfahig 
my  irrepaiable  iitjuiy. 

In  hit  attention  to  the  peraonal  comfblts  of  the 
eoldierjF,  the  Duke  waa  indefhtigaUi^ ;  and  it  may  tndy 
be  said,  thitt  to  thia  ol^ect  almost  aU  hia  ^laaa  a)M 
legulationa  had  an  immediate  tendency.  Of  this,  a 
m<Hre  striking  and  attiable  tustaUce  cdnld  not  ha 
adduced,  than  the  directions  giyeti  out  by  hi^  ordw 
for  the  management  of  miUtiiry  hosjiitalii.  These  lagn- 
lations  were  not  of  a  general  ahd  indefinite  chamoter, 
but  so  minute  and  specific,  that  the  least  deTialioa 
firom  tibe  system  laid  down,  might  Easily  be  detected 
and  exposed. 

To  couYey  a  proper  ideii  of  Oe  Tahie  of  this  impor- 
tant establishment,  it  will  be  aeceasary  to  gite  aa 
extract  or  two  firom  this  Talnahie  code  tf  health* — 

''A  commissioned  medical  oAoer  ia.to  Tiiit  the 
hospital  at  least  twice  in  the  twentj^foiHr  hcivnu '  His 
irisitihg  dnty  is  to  cosBmence  fl»m  l4ady-4tiy  to  AtichadT 
mas  piecisely  4t  nine  o'chick,  and  firom  Mtrimelma^ 
tb  Laidy.4iiy  pimcisdiy  At  tea  o'dsiek;  in  Ae  mondng; 
the  evening  Tislt  is  to  besnAde  at  «j0it  o'ldecfcs  wd 
the  utmost  punctuality  iA  required  in  th0  hours  of 
attahdanoe,  firom  the:oommissiMed  oAMM  aad  hospi- 
tal niates:  and  all  tha.tMUMisfire  tobeHnnfiild.^yery 
day  with  the  fuiato  of  niiioos  gai.  Itemed  by  mixing 
half  an  ounce  of  tdtriolia  acM,  asd  half  «n  ounce  of 
nitre,  pUeed  in  a  sand-he4t,  under  the  immediate 
dfapeetion  of  the  mate. 
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*' A  writtaa  tifieft  of  tbe  stele  of  the  bogpital  ig  to 
Ue  iniade  eref  jr  monuug ;  also  n  moAtbly  xetntn  of  the 
h<»]^tal  to  the  vulitarjr  sapetintendfint. 

<'  The  hoapital  beddiiig,  and  dothes  of  the  siek,  wha 
here  bad  any  iitfeotioqs  feTer>  miuit  be  baked  in  an 
oven,  or  steeped  in  roniuiig  water  for  at  least  forty- 
eight  houni  lureTioos  to  their  being  tharong^y  washed 
or  atoured. 

''  The  straw  from  the  bed  of  a  man  who  diee,  is  to 
be  imifiediataly  bamt,  and  the  ^ace  or  b^d  where  ha 
lay  to  be  well  washed  with  aoap  and  boifing  water.     . 

''A  retam  of  the  medicines  that  hfet^e  been  receiyed 
the  iweoeding  half*yeaf ,  such  as  have  been  consmned^ 
or  sent  to  other  services,  and  what  are  wanted  fhr  the 
ouNiing  six  months,  sigfoed  by  tbe  resident  mate,  or 
other  person  in  charge  of  the  same,  and  the  seniof 
medical  officer,  accompanied  with  an  affidavit,  that 
none  of  the  stores  have  been,  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief,  converted  to  any  other  use  except 
thAt  of  the  hospital,  wdesa  by  an  order  in  writing  from 
the  senior  medical  officer,  is  to  be  transmitted  to  tim 
sargeoK-geaeial  half-yearly. 

<'  By  c^nmanrf  of  his  vayal  highness  the  Conanaader* 
in-diief,  no  medioal  offieer  is  to  absent  himaelf  fioaa 
the  hosintal,  withent  leave  from  the  general  command- 
ing tfio  distnet,  obtakied  tlndngb  ike  military  soperta-^ 
tendant,  and  with  the  coneonrdnoe  of  the  sargeon- 
general. 

"Etery  medical  officer,  doing  dnty  in  the  hospital^ 
is  to  leave  his  name  and  address  in  writing  with  tbe 
resident  mite;  and  ever^  ond  going  away  on  leave 
of  alMohce^  is  to  leave  distetions  where  he  aiiay  bo 
fonnd. 

*'  The  medical  officer,  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  is 


to  take  core  that  aepatata  ^mids  amaltottsfl  tm  ftw 
or  AnaB^^x  patients ;  and  eirery  poaaikle  tmr^  t Ad^) 
by  Tenttlatioii  and  olei»liiie«8/to  pratent  thetMrlglttj 
and  to  €heck  the  progress,  of  infection ;  but  if  contat* 
gkm  should  take  place,  Ae  wards  most  bothoionghlf 
cleansed,  ventilated,  and  iinn^aled  widi  iiltMas  gm^* 
and  the  infected  ntost  be  instantly  sepamtad  fironi  ti» 
more  healthy.  In  the  progress  of  treatment,  theSO 
patients  are  to  be  kq>t  as  sepamte  as  possiMa  firmft 
each' other,  by  allotting  a  greater  space  to  eadv  bed 
than  is  osnal  for  other  patients ;  and  conralescenti 
fironi  such  fever  being  very  apt  to  rdiqise,  they  miuil 
not  be  too  soon  discharged,  unless  to  a  convaleaoeiii 
hospital. 

'  ^^  Previous  to  any  patient  being  admitted  into:tiMk 
hospital,  he  must  be  washed,  and  made  perfiBcliy  tdeM{ 
with  warm  water  and  soap,  have  his  hair  cut  imd 
combed,  and  be  furnished  with  a  well-4urM  and  ckan 


^  A  speeifc  return  of  the  patients  is  to  be  sent  bf 
the  JBOth*  of  eadh  month,  to  the  secretary  ot^b&'mmf 
medical  board,  under  cover  to  the  secretary  at  wai) 
ftnr  tlie  infonifflition  of  Iris  reyat  highness  the '<GdiH(^ 
mander-in-ehief;  and  a  specific  retom  of  oases 'ift't# 
be  sMt,  under  covet,  at  the  same  tfai^,/t»r  the  Mrgeon* 
general,  stating  partleulttrly'  wfaatt  optoitions  hltV# 
been,  or  are  Mtely  to-be,* performed.  •     ••        •    *'    ■  "^^ 

''Each  attending  medical  o&oer  is  to  keep  a  jodimal 
of  his  practice^  in  wfaleh'  the  naine, ^Eige,  gentnal'-edfN 
stttution,  disuse;  and  treattoent  <of*hili'Pfftk»4d/tirto 
to  be  regularly  entered  und  MIy  4iBtaflell>  ^"^tfgMUi 
witii  the  day  of  their  adinhiirion,'4isbhilrg|V,  or  Oterir. '  '^ 

**  An  orderly  hospital 'male  iff  to  be  on  tluty 'from 
the  hour  of  aftehdante  in  the^mdming,  td-HHe  same 
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hour  Ae  foHoWiilir  mociVBg ;  to  tibU  the  wards  fie- 
qaently,  und  to  to  oonBtimtly,  daxmg  that  period,  in 
the  hospital.  ThiB  dnty  is  to  be  peifimned  in  rotatjon, 
according  to  seniority.  The  otdeAy  n&ate»  cmning  <df 
duty,  ia,  when  reKe5red»  to  report  to  the  conuMssioned 
oflfeer  iiKdiargie  qf  the  ho^atal,  who  wjll  vepcHrt  to  the 
Inilitajry  siqieaiitendant,  its  present  .state,  with  what* 
ever  aUenations  have  hai^Md  during  the  pvQcediag 
day,  aaA  each  other  rwnarhs  as  may  occur. 
,  ''The  same  ofiwer  is  also  to  attend  tq  the  night 
dnty;  to  see  that  every  thing  is  qoiet  and  regular ; 
and  if  any  thing  extraordiMiry  occnrs,  he  is  to  make 
a  Deport  of  the  same. 

•  ''The  resident  hospital  mate,  or  medical  store- 
keeper, is  not  to  d^vpr  ont  any  medicines  to  patients^ 
uidess  preseribed  for  by  name  in  the  day*book.  He  is 
also  to  see  the  dispensary  locked  afker  the  homes  of 
business,  and  to  keep  the  key  himselfl 
.  "  When  wine  is  indispensably  necessary,  it  is  to  be 
given  as  long  as  the  case  absolotely  requires  it,  but 
no  longer;  and  it  most  be  given  by  the  attending 
medical  offiper,  unless  previoiisly  mixed  with  medicines 
or  food*  Porter,  or  good  beer,  whenever  tfie  case  will 
admit  of  it,  is  to  be  given  in  lieu  of  wine. 

"  The  purveyor  is  to  make  «  weekly  return  of  the 
state  of  the  hospital  to  th^  ^loer  in  dUtige  thereof, 
fmd  to  keep  an  exact  co§f  of  the  monthly,  state  sent 
to  the  m^oal  board  aiid  smBe^m-geoeral.  He  is  to 
pfovide  every  pallet  with  a  dfAn  shirt  at  least  twice 
a^ W^d^#  clean  paliasses  oooe^fk  month,  and  sheets  every 
fofiiu^t,  or  otiener  if  nepessary.  He  is  to  report  all 
kinds  of  misbehaviour^  ^ther  in  the  patients  or  ser- 
vants, to  .the  headsi>f  the  hospital,  who  will  report  to 
the  military  supenntendant.     Qe  is  also  to  give  a 
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Mport  to  the  Muno  offie«  of  every  artioie  ef  neoMMttlM 
ftmusfced  to  the  Mldier^,  with  the  tfane  of  firjiig  ttf 
iaae;  and  nothing  is  to  be  fttniisliedat  <he  expeaei 
bt  the  soldiers  themselTes. 

''A  teiam  is  to  be  tranrmitted  to  the  ftorgeon^getiei' 
ml  hidf  yearly^  of  parreyors'  stores^  that  have  beeft 
recelted  doifaig  the  preceding  Ox  moiathfi;  alao  e( 
rach  a«  have  been  nsed  or  sent  to  other  ierticea^aiMl  of 
what  may  be  wanting^  eigned  by  the  purveyor  and  aeotor 
medical  officer,  accompanied  by  an  aftdavit  ftoai  each, 
that  n<Mie  of  the  etores  have  been,  to  the  beet  tf  t|leir 
knowledge  and  belief,  conterted  to  any  other  nae  than 
that  of  the  hospital,  unless  by  an  order  in  writing 
ftom  the  senior  medical  officer,  or  surgeon-general; 
and  when  any  one,  who  has  the  charge  of  p^hlie 
stores,  has  leave  of  absence,  or  is  ordered  to  be  re^ 
moved,  he  is  not  to  quit  his  statimi  until  regularly 
relieved,  and  lus  charge  delivered  over  to  his  aso* 
cessor,  with  the  approval  d  the  seidor  medical  officer. 

'"The  steward  is  to  aci  chiefly  under  the  purveyor^i 
directions;  to  take  care  that  the  proper  quantity  of 
provisions  be  given, out  in  due  time  to  the  cooks  and 
nurses,  and  that  they  are  regularly  served  to  the 
patients;  to  see  that  the  wards  are  kept  cIean,aMl 
that  proper  utensils  are  issued  for  the  purpose.  If 
at  any  time  a  qnuitity  of  the  breakihst  or  supper  ne- 
mains,  mcMre  than  can  be  cimsumed  by  the  padenta, 
the  steward  is  to  see  that  it  is  returned  to  the  cooks 
for  fiitore  use,  unless  otherwise  directed.  It  is  Ua 
duty  also  to  see  that  the  provisi<»s  are  property 
dressed  and  served;  that  tlie  coolts  have  the  break-' 
fast  ready  to  be  distributed  to  the  patisnts  at  eight, 
the  dinner  at  one,  and  the  supper  at  seven  o'dock, 
and  the  kitchen  fires  eiitinguished  at  nine.    He  is 


IIAMOlRr  Ol^  THB   DU&B  Oi»  YCUIK*  flBL' 

te^ttpDrt  .all  imgidafiliM  lo  thdrhettd  of  Iw  depMt- 

aiXbipm  ^irckttioiis  aie  •  foHowed.  by  others^.'  cqaaHirv 
minute,  useftil,  and  perspicuovs,  for  the- oonduct*  4fi 
thfcsraBirmagtef, .matron,  nnraes,  a«d  orderly-anen^' 
iiiSilcli  was  .the  feeling  concern  which  the  Dake  «fi 
lEDfkionaniiwted  towards  the.aick  and  infiim  sohUera^^ 
inoVfdiA.  his  watchfol  care  stop  here,  for;  in  the  .saaM 
mtHmn.  iparit  of  beaeToleace,  his  royal  lughness,  on^^ha* 
^fkamatf .  of  a  prophylactic  against .  that  destiaiQtiT& 
pnillence  .the  small-pox,  immediately  instituted  ;aar 
imiBirjRinto  tlie  sid>ject,  for  the  benefit  of:  the  servies.: 
4ifiter<  eonikulting  Mr.  Keate  the  sorgeon-general.  Sin 
liboas  ;£€f>ys  psesident  of  the  college  of  phyocians,. 
aadiiother  men  of  high  repntataon,  the  Duke  •  desireA^ 
Bn  Jenner  to  go  down  to  Colchester,  and  inooidateu 
^thlvaocind  matter  such  of  the  privates  of  the  86th' 
Mpmmt  as  had  never  been  infiocted  with  th^  varioloar 
disease.  The  doctor  and  his  nephew  accordingly-wcnt 
tUlhpff ;  f  and  the  consequence  was*  that  the  cow-pox 
sheifed  itself  in  so  mUd'a  manner,  that  scarcely  a  man 
ilvaoff  his. duty  during  ike  whole  pwcess,  esul  y«t 
aaleSsctaaUy  did  the  inocataition.  take  plaoe^  that  on 
exposing'  several  of  die  .men.  to  the  smalKpox^  net. 
die  of  themrwas  aActed  by  it«  The  saldiess-  wiyesr 
and  ofaSiien-  wbds  also  vaccinated  ai  the  same  timSi 
and  wUh^tlm  same  fimtnnaisjesBlt^  TheDuhaofYodc* 
upioD Jtbis,  becamea  warm. potconef  thie si0W  pvaotice ; 
wUct^  ttider  Uur  poweilU  inflfflNUlo  and  authority^ 
wSB^iirtfodnoed  into  aH  the  bcanohea  of.  the  military 
eaMriishBient  of  Gteat  BdtaiB.  tfamugbout  the  four 
qn^rteraof  the  world,  ict  tbe.oatsetof  Ihiadiscoveiy^ 
vaooinatioB  mjetwith-a.imalMs  luivojpate  m  Dr.  Q^m? 
Pearson,  m  phyaician  of  ;<MHmleaaile.«aiiaiiace  in  the 
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metrQpoIiSy  and  principal  medical  officer  of  St.  George's 
Hospital.  This  practitioner  took  so  lively  an  interest 
in  the  cow-pox,  that  he  si^t  on  foot  a  dispensary  for 
the  purpose  of  gratuitoas  inoonlation;  and  of  this 
institution  the  Duke  of  York  very  readily  consulted 
to  become  the  patron,  thinking  that  in  so  doing  he  was 
contributing  alike  to  the  extension  of  an  important 
discovery  and  the  honour  of  the  author. 

When,  however,  it  appeareVl  that  the  motive  of 
Dr.  Pearson,  in  founding  this  pretended  diarity,  was 
nothing  more  than  to  appropriate  all  the  merit  of  the 
new  practice  to  himself,  and  that  Dr.  Jenner  was  not 
once  mentioned  in  the  scheme,  his  royal  highness  was 
so  hurt,  that  he  indignantly  commanded  his  name  to 
be  withdrawn  ftotn  the  books,  not  only  as  the  patron, 
but  as  a  subscriber. 

Upon  this,  an  application  was  servUely  made  to 
Dr.  Jenner,  requesting  him  to  occupy  a  place  in  the 
institution ;  but  feeling,  as  became  him,  the  indelicacy 
with  which  he  had  been  treated,  he  very  properly 
declined  the  distinction.  Had  the  doctor  consented 
afterwards  to  become  a  leading  member  of  this  vaccine 
establishment,  the  name  and  support  of  the  Duke 
Of  York  would  have  been  continued ;  but,  with  a  dae 
regard  to  the  principles  of  equity,  his  royal  highness 
refueled  to  sanction  a  project,  which,  whatever  might 
be  the  ostensible  plea,  was  in  reality  founded  in 
palpable  injustiee.  To  vaccination  ltself>  however, 
the  Duke  continued  a  steady  friend,  of  which  he 
gave  many  proofe,  particulariy  as  ptwident  of  the 
Small-pox  Hospital  in  the  parish  of  St.  Pancras, 
where  several  regulations  were  adopted  at  his  sug- 
gestion, in  order  to  give  a  wider  scope  for  the  Opera- 
tion 6f  the  recent  discovery,  to  subdue  prejudices, 
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and  to  check  the  ravages  of  the  variolous  conta-- 
gion. 

In  shorty  no  practical  object  tending,  to  lessen  the 
evils  of  suffering  humanity,  was  ever  offered  to  the  con* 
sidaration  of  the  Duke  of  York,  at  any  period  of  his 
life,  without  receiving  the  most  deliberate  atteption^ 
and,  if  found  worthy  of  it,  his  liberal  support. 

To  enumerate  all  the  charitable  foundations  frlMcb 
he  patronized  would  be  needless ;  but  those  which,  in 
a  more  especial  manner,  received  his  attention  and 
protection,  were  the  Philantbro|>ic  Society,  in  St* 
George's  Fields,  instituted  for  the  prevention  of 
crimes,  by  the  admission  of  juvenile  culprits  and  the 
children  of  convicts.  Of  this  laudable  institution^  his 
royal  highness  became  the  first  patroui  and  by  his  inte- 
rest, after  it  had  stood  the  test  of  eighteen  years'  e%ffh 
rience,  he  procured  for  it  a  charter  of  inoorpdration. 

With  the  same  regard  to  utility  in  the  exercise  of 
benevolence,  the  Duke,  very  readily  gave  the  eounte^ 
nance  of  his  protection  to  the  plan  of  '^  A  Refuge  for 
Persons  discharged  from  Prisons  and  the  Hulks, — un« 
fortunate  and  deserted  Females, — and  others,  who^  fvott 
loss  of  character,  or  extreme  indigence,  mtfy  be  pre- 
vented from  procuring  a  maintenance,  though  willing 
to  work."  This  design  originated  with  the  late  Rev. 
Mr.  Whitaker  of  ^ham,  who,  on  submitting  his  ideas 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  was  encouraged  to  proceed; 
and  although  his  royal  highness  was  at  that  timf 
deeply  immersed  in  public  business,  and  actually 
engaged  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Philan*- 
thropic  Institute,  he  cheerfully  consented  to  take  the 
lead  in  founding  this  kindred  establishment. 

Thus,  a  multiplicity  of  business,  infinitely  exceeding 
whatever  had  formerly  occupied  the  time  and  atlen.^ 
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tion  of  a  commander-in-chief^  only  served  to  quicken 
the  energies  of  the  Dnke  of  York ;  and  to  render  him 
active  in  devising  or  promoting  means  for  the  amelio- 
ration of  human  distress,  the  removal  of  natural  evils, 
and  the  moral  improvement  of  the  lower  classes  of 
society. 

It  is  to  men  of  industrious  habits  alone,  that  the 
world  is  indebted  for  designs  and  establishments  which 
have  proved  beneficial  to  society.  Characters  consti- 
tutionally fond  of  ease,  and  averse  to  employment, 
however  distinguished  by  splendour  of  genius  or  depth 
of  learning,  are  seldom  entitled  by  their  active  virtues 
to  rank  among  the  benefiACtors  of  mankind. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  charitable  foundations  and 
institutions  of  practical  good,  it  will  be  found  that 
most  of  them  owe  their  origin  to  persons  who  have 
been  much  engaged  in  public  emplojrments,  or  been 
occupied  in  extensive  business,  but  who  neither  set 
up  any  pretensions  to  extraordinary  patriotism  nor 
brilliancy  of  talent.  The  truth  is,  that  he  who  makes 
a  pleasure  of  his  duty,  will  turn  all  the  opportunities 
that  occur  within  his  observation  to  a  useful  purpose ; 
and  if  he  has  any  liberality  of  sentiment,  he  will  endea* 
vour  to  be  serviceable,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
objects  which  come  under  his  immediate  inspeetion, 
and  for  whose  interests  he  feels  a  lively  concern.  Such 
was  the  Duke  of  York  at  the  important  period  when 
he  assumed  the  direction  of  the  military  estabUshmait ; 
and  yet,  though  his  avocations  were  heavy  and  multi- 
farious, his  habitual  regularity,  dilig^ice,  and  wish  to 
do  good,  made  him  always  lend  a  willing  ear  to  sug- 
gestions calculated  for  general  advantage,  as  well  as 
for  the  particular  improvement  of  the  service  committed 
to  his  c-are. 
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Among  other  things  to  which  the  active  mind  of  his 
royal  highness  was  directed  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  his  official  course,  a  favourite  one. had  the 
benefit  of  the  married  soldiers  for  its  object.  Two 
institutions  were  the  consequence  of  this  feeling ;  <Hie,  a 
''  Lying-in  Charity  for  the  Wives  of  Soldiers  belonging 
to  the  regiments  of  Foot  Guards ;"  and  the  other,  '*  An 
Asylum  for  rearing  up  and  educating  One  Thousand 
Children,  the  legal  offspring  of  British  soldiers."  The 
support  of  the  first,  of  which  the  Duchess  of  York 
became  the  patroness,  was  derived  solely  from  volun- 
tary subscriptions ;  but  for  the  latter  a  parliamentary 
grant  was  obtained,  which  still  continues  to  be  voted 
yeariy  among  the  estimates  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
army. 

While  thus  labouring  to  promote  the  moral  and 
intellectual  culture  of  the  rising  generation,  his  royal 
highness  did  not  neglect  the  religious  improvement 
of  the  soldiers.  The  important  office  of  military 
chaplain  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  a  parti- 
cular establishment  instituted,  for  the  purpose  of  exa- 
ming  and  appointing  clergymen  to  that  situation. 

So  careful,  however,  was  the  Duke  not  to  interfere 
with  the  religious  principles  of  the  soldiers,  that, 
though  all  were  required  to  attend  divine  service,  the 
rights  of  conscience  were  duly  respected,  in  aUowing 
the  men  full  liberty  to  worship  Grod  according  to  the 
form  in  which  they  had  been  bred.  Of  this,  the 
following  is  an  instance. — 

When  the  13th  regiment  was  quartered  in  the  city 
of  York,  the  greater  part  of  the  men  being  Roman 
Catholics,  Mr.  Rayment,  the  officiating  priest  at  the 
chapel  in  Little  Blake-street,  waited  on  the  colonel, 
to  request  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  attend  chapel 
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on  the  Sunday  forenoon.  As  this  wonld  have  inter- 
fered with  some  arrangements  of  the  corps,  a  refusal 
was  politely  returned  to  the  application :  but  the  com* 
manding  officer  said  they  should  attend  in  the  after* 
noon.  The  colonel,  it  seems,  was  not  aware  that, 
according  to  the  Roman  ritual,  the  m^n  would  be  by 
this  regulation  deprived  of  the  important  service  of 
high  mass,  which  is  always  celebrated  in  the  moroing. 
Upon  this,  Mr.  Rayment  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  York 
on  the  subject ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  on  the 
following  Sunday  every  man  was  at  early  service. 

By  such  minute  attentions  to  the  personal  conve* 
nience,  the  family  comfort,  and  even  private  sentiments 
of  the  military,  did  the  commander-in-chief  succeed  in 
gaining  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  ranks.  The 
result  of  this  improved  and  well-regulated  system 
appeared  in  the  steady  loyalty  of  the  soldiery  at  a 
time  when  the  other  bulwark  of  the  nation  was  in 
open  mutiny,  and  the  most  insidious  attempts  were 
making  to  excite  a  similar  spirit  throughout  the  army. 

Under  these  appalling  circumstances,  the  military 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  maintained  a  dignified 
firmness;  and  while  the  seamen  of  the  grand  fleet 
were  dictating  their  own  terms,  obviously  with  the 
expectation  of  seeing  their  example  generally  followed 
by  the  kindred  service,  not  a  single  defection  occnrred 
throughout  the  army  at  home  or  abroad.  This  conduct 
had  the  happiest  effects,  for  it  strengthened  the  state, 
revived  the  spirits  of  the  people,  and  ultimately  ret- 
duced  the  revolters  themselves  to  moderation  and 
their  duty. 

Had  it  qot  been  for  the  timely  and  spontaneous 
measures  of  prudence  adopted  by  the  Doke  df  York 
as  commander*in*chief,  in  all  i»obability  a  great  pot- 
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Hon  of  the  British  army  would  have  imitated  the 
example  of  the  seamen;  the  consequences  of  which 
must  have  been  humiliating  and  destructive  to  the 
government  and  the  nation. 

Scarcely  had  this  stonp  passed  away,  when  another 
arose,  equally  alarming,  in  Ireland,  where  the  spirit 
of  sedition,  and  emissaries  of  rebellion,  had  been  long 
secretly  practising  all  the  arts  of  delusion,  to  excite 
the  people  to  civil  war. 

The  gloomy  state  of  affairs  in  England,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  effectual  assistance  from  France,  at  length 
emboldened  the  revolutionary  party  to  organize  their 
means,  and  to  prepare  for  actual  hostOities.  They  first 
began,  however,  with  the  practice  of  seducing  the 
King's  troops,  and  with  such  success,  that  in  the 
space  of  a  month,  four  of  the  Monaghan,  two  of  the 
Wexford,  two  of  the  KUdare,  and  as  many  of  the 
Louth  militia,  were  detected  and  shot  for  treasonable 
practices. 

In  the  line,  however,  no  corruption  took  place,  not- 
withstanding which,  the  insurgents  had  a  strong  confi- 
dence in  their  own  numerical  strength ;  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  lowest  account,  amounted,  in  the  provinces 
of  Ulster,  Leinster,  and  Munster  alone,  to  two  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  men.  That  this  estimate  was 
correct,  may  be  inferred  from  the  quantity  of  arms 
seized  at  this  time  by  the  general  officers  in  Leinster 
and  Ulster  only;  consisting  of  about  fifty  thousand 
guns,  two  thousand  bayonets,  five  thousand  pistols, 
as  many  swords,  two  hundred  and  fifty  blunderbusses, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  musket  barrels,  one  hundred 
sword  blades,  twenty-two  pieces  of  ordnance,  and 
above  seventy  thousand  pikes.  About  the  same  time, 
some  thousands  of* pikes  were  taken  in  other  parts; 
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and  at  the  beginoing  of  May  1798,  five  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a  number  of  warlike  instruments,  were 
seized  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  In  this  state  of  things 
General  Lake  was  appointed  to  the  command  in 
Ireland;  but  though  his  force  was  considerable,  the 
rebels  were  not  disheartened  by  the  appearance,  of  a 
regular  army ;  being  unfortunately  persuaded  by  their 
leaders,  that  they  had,  among  the  King's  troops,  at 
least  one  in  three  adherents,  who  would  at  the  first  onset 
join  the  standard  of  liberty  and  independence.  Under 
this  delusion,  and  relying  upon  foreign  aid,  the  rebels 
projected  a  simultaneous  insurrection,  to  commence  at 
Dublin.  The  plan  was  well  laid ;  but  the  government 
was  vigilant,  and  the  soldiery  did  their  duty  to  a  man, 
so  that  the  capital  was  preserved  by  their  promptitude 
and  activity  in  the  most  j^ritical  circumstances,  when 
in  another  hour  the  fate  of  the  city  and  its  loyal  inha- 
bitants would  have  been  decided ;  for  bodies  of  people^ 
armed  with  pikes  and  other  weapons,  were  lurking 
in  lanes  and  by-places,  ready  to  start  forth  on  the 
first  signal,  and  would  have  occupied  all  the  streets, 
and  assassinated  the  yeomen  before  they  could  have 
reached  their  respective  stations.  Early  on  the  very 
morning  of  the  day  the  intended  carnage  was  to  take 
place,  the  troops  were  drawn  out  of  the  garrison,  and 
so  disposed  as  to  command  all  the  avenues,  and  to 
cut  off  every  communication  between  the  disaffected 
parties.  Three  thousand  insurgents,  however,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  into  Dublin  during  the  preceding 
night,  and  a  large  body  of  rebels  assembled  in  the 
environs,  while  large  groups  were  collecting  in  other 
parts,  and  hastening  forwards  to  co-operate  in  the  work 
of  desttuction.  But  at  this  awful  moment  Neilson, 
the  rebel  chief,  was   apprehended;   and   the  United 
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IrishmoQy  finding  that  the  military  remained  true  to 
their  allegiance,  dispersed  in  different  directions. 

Bat  though  the  primary  object  of  the  rebels  was 
frustrated,  it  did  not  prevent  the  insurrection  from 
spreading  through  several  districts;  and  at  last  it 
assumed  the  appearance  of  a  regular  warfare,  in 
encampments,  sieges,  and  battles.  The  aspect  of 
things  was  dismal  in  the  extreme,  especially  after  the 
defeat  of  a  body  of  cavalry  and  the  NorA  Ck>tk  militia, 
at  Oulart,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  on  the  27di  of 
May.  In  that  affair,  the  whole  detachment  of  infantry, 
with  the  exception  of  the  colonel  and  four  of  his  men, 
fell;  but  the  cavalry  effected  their  escape.  Flushed 
with  this  success,  the  insurgents  increased  in  numbers 
and  boldness ;  but  thdr  efforts  to  alienate  the  soldiers 
from  the  line  of  duty  proved  abortive.  The  following 
is  the  proclamation  which  the  revolationary  leaders 
circulated  for  that  pnipose : — 

^Erin  go  Braoh;  (i.  e.  Ireland  for  Ever.)  To  all 
Irishmen  and  soldiers,  who  wish  to  join  Aeir  brethren 
in  arms,  assembled  for  the  defence  of  their  conntry, 
rights,  and  liberties. — ^We,  the  honest  Patriots  of  our 
country,  do  most  earnestly  intreat  and  invite  you  to  join 
your  natural  Irish  standard.  This  is  the  time  for  Irish- 
men to  shew  their  zeal  for  ikexr  coontry's  good,  the  good 
of  their  posterity,  and  the  natural  rights  and  liberties  of 
Ireland.  Repair  then  to  the  camps  of  liberty,  where 
you  will  be  generously  received,  and  amply  rewarded. 
We  know  your  hearts  are  with  ns ;  and  that  all  you 
want  is  an  opportnmty'to  desert  those  tyrants  who  wish 
to  keep  yon  as  the  support  of  their  oppressive  and 
hellish  schemes  to  enslave  year  country. — Done  at 
Wexford,  by  the  uncuumous  voice  of  the  people,  14th 
of  June,  1796.    God  save  the  people." 

2t 
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TiuB  is  not  tbe  fiiace  to  enter  into  the  paitienlaitt 
of  so  painfnl  a  history  as  that  of  the  Irish  rebellion ; 
nor  would  the  subject  have  been  introdaced  here  at 
all^  had  it  not  afforded  a  striking  proof  of  the  benefits 
produced  by  the  administration  of  the  Duke  of  York* 
No  small  portion  of  the  military  service  was  made  np 
of  the  natives  of  Ireland^  many  of  whom,  it  may  weU 
be  supposed,  were  warmly  attached  to  their  parental 
soil,  and  to  the  religion  in  which  they  were  bred.  But 
when  the  demagogues  of  rebellion  called  upon  these  s<d- 
diers  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  the 
men,  sensible  that  the  charges  alleged  against  the  govern- 
ment were  fiedse,  continued  unmoved  by  the  language 
of  temptation,  even  though  it  was  armed  with  priestly 
authority.  It  required,  indeed^  no  remarkable  sagacity 
to  discover  that  the  professions  held  out  by  the  insti- 
gators of  rebellion  were  mere  contrivances,  to  cover 
purposes  which  the  inc^idiaries  did  not  dare  openly 
to  avow.  The  truHi  of  this  was  made  manifest  at  the 
termination  of  the  disturbance,  in  the  confessions  of 
the  principal  leaders  thenaelves,  who  all  declared, 
upon  oath,  that  Catholic  emancipation  and  parliament 
tary  reform  were  only  pretexts  to  impose  upon  the 
bigoted  credulity  of  the  pec^e;  and  that  the  real 
object  aimed  at,  was  the  subversion  of  the  existing 
government,  and  the  erection  of  Ireland  into  an  inde- 
pendent republic. 

But  if  the  soldiery,  at  that  momentous  crisis,  were 
so  far  on  their  guard,  as  to  be  proof  against  the  delu- 
sions put  in  force  to  entrap  them ;  the  cause  must  be 
sought  for,  not  in  the  strictness  of  discipline,  or  tbe 
severity  of  the  executive  power,  but  in  that  wisdom 
and  benevolence  which  had  provided  the  most  effectual 
security  for  the  nation,  in  the  establishment  of  a  gene- 
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val  system  of  weU-organized  economy  through  every 
department  of  the  military  service, — alike  essential  to 
the  great  purposes  of  the  state,  and  the  personal 
comfort  of  the  hamblest  individuals  employed  in  this 
c<Knplicated  body  of  nxanl  machinery. 

Considering,  therefore,  the  extraordinary  and  sea- 
scmaUe  benefit  rendered  to  the  public  by  the  judicious 
r^iulations  which  the  Duke  of  York  introduced  for  the 
management  of  the  army,  the  University  of  Oxford*  in 
a  scritemn  convocation  held  on  the  16th  of  June  1799^ 
presented  to  his  royal  hi^mess  the  degree  of  DoetM 
of  Civil  Law,  by  diploma. 
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A.  D.  1799. 

Our  attention  must  now  be  again  directed  to  the 
operations  on  the  continent.  At  this  period,  the  affairs 
of  Europe,  by  the  absence  of  Buonaparte  in  Eg^pt, 
the  defeat  of  the  French  iSeet  off  the  Nile,  the  successes 
of  the  Russians  and  Austrians  in  Italy,  offered  what 
the  British  ministry  considered  a  fair  opportunity  of 
retrieving  Holland  from  the  subjugation  to  vrhich  it 
had  been  reduced,  under  the  new  denominatioB  im- 
posed upon  it  by  the  conquerors,  of—the  Batarian 
Republic. 

As  the  CBtixe  suppressiou  of  the  rebellion  in  Irelaoul 
now  pJaced  a  great  military  force  at  the  difl|>OBaI  of 
government^  it  was  resolved  to  strike  an  immediate  blow 
near  at  hand>  while  the  allies  were  combating  the  Freoch 
in  other  quarters.  But  an  amy  of  thirty  thovsand  men 
being  necessary  for  the  object  intended,  application  was 
made  to  the  emperor  Paul  of  Russia,  who  consented  to 
furnish  seventeen  thousand  five  hundsedand  ninety^ 
three  troops,  with  a  sufiioient  number  of  ships  for 
their  conveyance  to  the  place  of  destination.  While 
the  preparations  were  making  for  the  tFanspoftatieti 
of  this  force,  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange  repaired 
to  lingen  on  the  Ems,  where  he  was  joined  by  Uiose 
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•of  his  countrymen  who  espoused  his  cause,  and  were 
capable  of  bearing  arms. 

In  England,  at  the  beginning  of  summer,  a  camp 
was  formed  on  Shirley  common,  near  Southampton; 
for  which  place  all  the  regiments  of  the  line  oa  duty  in 
Ireland  were  embarked  with  , the  utmost  despatch; 
and  those  that  were  ordered  first  for  service  had  their 
full  complement  of  men  made  up  from  skeleton  r^- 
ments,  the  last  being  afterwards  wholly  recruited,  many 
of  them  with  additional  battalions,  by  yolunteers  from 
the  militia,  agreeable  to  a  recent  act  of  parliament 
passed  for  the  purpose. 

All  these  preparations  exdted,  of  course,  uncommon 
attention  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  but  for  some  time 
conjecture  was  perplexed,  to  divine  tiie  real  object  of  the 
enterprize.  When,  however,  at  the  latter  end  of  June, 
the  camp  on  ^irley  common  broke  up,  and  the  troops 
marched  into  Kemt,  where  they  pitched  their  tents  on 
Barham  downs,  while  transports  were  collecting  at 
the  neighbouring  ports,  there  could  be  no  longer  any 
doubts  on  the  subject,  and  the  coast  of  Holland  ^vas 
with  one  voice  pronounced  to  be  the  meditated  scene 
for  Ae  display  of  English  valour.  Yet  the  Frendi 
and  Dutch  governments  seem  to  have  been  eoiiy 
apprized  of  the  projected  invaribn ;  nor  could  it  be 
weH  etberwise,  sjace  several  agents  and  spies  had 
been  kept  in  constant*  employment  passing  backwards 
atfd' forwards  for  some  months^  so  that  it  was  scarcely 
possible  that  the  design  cooM  be  long  a  secret.  The 
en^my  were,  indeed,  fully  made  acquainted  with  the 
object  of  the  expedition  as  early  as  the  month  of  June ; 
when  they  immediately  began  to  adopt  active  measures 
to  counteract  and  defeat.it.  Tlieir  military  force  in 
the  Netherlands  was  suddenly  augmented  by  a  forced 
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«;iHigeTiptioii ;  an  army  of  obserratioii  was  asMmbladl 
along  the  coast  of  Flandars,  fimm  Dankulc  to  Oatmd; 
the  foftificatkma  on  the  island  of  Walcheien^  and  at 
the  mouths  of  the  Scheldt^  were  repaired  and  stvei^^ 
ened ;  whifo  a  Fiench  anny  began  to  be  o^gaaiEed  in 
HoUaady  under  the  command  of  General  Bnnie. 
.  On  the  part  of  the  expedition,  no  time  was  to  be 
lost;  as  the  season  was  fiist  approacdnng  when  Vhe 
best  {Aamied  military  operations  weie  UaMe  to  be 
defeated  by  the  elements  alone.  Groyemment  bemg' 
ajmure  of  this,  ordered  the  camp  to  break  np  en  the 
8th  of  Angost,  and  the  tjoops  collected  there  to  manDh 
off  ior  Margate^  Bamsgate,  Deal,  and  Dorer,  ^prepara- 
tory  to  their  embariuition.  The  irst  division  of  lliese 
troops  conptised  the  flower  of  the  British  mmy,  os»f 
aiflting  chiefly  of  <dd  regiments  whose  condact  had 
been  tried  on  former  occasions,  and  ^dio  were  innved 
to  asinDna  entarprises  by  actual  ser?ioe  in  vaiious 
climates.  It  was  determined  that  tiiere  should  be  two 
suocesaiye  expeditions;  the  first  commanded  by  Sir 
Balph  Abencrombie,  having  for  his  second  Sur  James 
Pidteney ;  and  the  other  by  the  Duke  of  York. 

On  the  0th  of  August,  the  troops  of  the  first  dttuSsion 
began  to  embark  on  board  the  transpocts  and  ships 
of  war  at  the  fespeetive  stations.  These  fovoes,  con* 
^ting  of  about  ^toen  thousand  men,  were  thus  dm* 
tribnted  :*«^Fint  brigade^  two  battalions  of  Guards, 
under  Migor-generfed  D'Oyley;  second  brigade^two 
battalions  of  Guards,  under  Major-general  Burmrd*; 
third  Mgade,  the  Sd,  27di>  SOth,  65«h,  and  86th  w^ 
mwts,  undor  M^jor-general  Goote;  ib«rth  brigade^ 
1st  Royals,  36th,  4eth,  75th,  and  93d  reganents,  (the 
two  last  Highlanders,)  umier  Majdr-general  ifoore. 
The  reserve  attached  to  the  third  brigade,  ware  Ae 
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aSd  aad  65lh  regiamUs,  two  troops  of  the  18tk  Li^t 
Dmgoons,  under  Colonel  Macdonald;  and  lastly,  a 
detadiment  of  the  Flying  Artillery,  with  the  corps  of 
SofiiieeTs. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  whole  fleet,  amouiit-< 
ing  to  nearly  two  hundred  sail,  commanded  by  Adnnral 
Sir  Andrew  Mitchell,  in  the  Isis,  got  under  weigh, 
and  put  to  sea.  The  weather,  which  had  been  pr^ 
vionaly  Yery  tempestuous,  now  wore  the  appearance 
of  being  settled ;  the  day  was  uncommonly  fine,  and 
the  wind  as  fair  as  could  be  desired.  Towards  even^ 
lag  the  several  divisions  of  the  fleet  were  united ;  and 
the  whole  armament,  whidi  nearly  covered  the  straits 
of  Dover,  held  a  n<Mrth-east^Iy  course,  with  a  pIea-< 
sa»t  breeoe*  During  the  night  the  s(|uadKm  made  m 
fast  approach  to  the  coast  of  Zealand ;  and  on  the  fol«i 
lowing  day,  the  weather  having  assumed  a  threatening 
aspect,  the  admuml  hauled  his  wind^  upon  which  all  the 
ships  wote,  and  steered  a  course  noirth  and  by  west. 

On  the  15thy  the  wind  still  blowing  fresh,  a  jnnc-^ 
turn  was  fonned  with  the  fleet  under  Lord  Duncan, 
who  did  not,  however,  take  the  command  from  adrai* 
val  Mitchel,  as  the  latter  had  a  special  appointment 
for  a  particular  service.  From  the  15th  to  the  20th> 
the  .weather  continued  very  stormy^  insomuch  that 
many  of  the  vessels  sustained  considerable  damage, 
and  the  fleet  was  widely  dispersed*  However,  on  the 
evening  of  the  latter  day,  the  wind  having  somewhat 
abated,  signals  were  made  to  o^eci  the  scattered 
ships,  and  on  the  neatt  morning  the  headmost  ones 
fell  in  with  the  coast  of  Hdland^  when  the  whole  fleet 
lay  off  and  on,  all  mght. 

Eaiiy  on  the  23d,  the  weather  beiag  moderate,  the. 
squadron  came  to  an  anciM»r,  at  the  distance  of  fim 
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miles  from  the  Texel  Roads.  The  signal  was  now 
given,  and  every  preparation  made  for  landing  the 
troops  ;  but  towards  evening,  the  wind  again  fresh- 
ened, so  that  the  fleet  was  compelled  to  weigh  anch6r, 
and  put  to  sea  for  the  night.  Nothing  could  be  more 
unfortunate  than  this  disappointment ;  for  though  a 
descent  on  the  coast  of  Holland  had  been  judged, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  armament,  to  be  the  object  of 
the  expedition,  yet  the  particular  part  of  the  country 
was  known  only  to  the  commanders-in-chief,  by  whom 
it  was  kept  a  profound  secret,  though  the  general  be- 
lief was,  that  the  coast  of  Zealand,  either  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Meuse  or  the  Scheldt,  was  pitched 
upon,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  enterprise:  and  It 
must  be  owned,  that  there  were  many  solid  reasons 
for  this  preference. 

In  that  part  of  the  United  Provinces,  the  friends  of 
the  stadtholder  had  concentrated  their  force,  which 
was  considerable  and  respectable.  The  adjacent  parts 
of  Brabant  were  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  which  held 
the  French  in  check ;  and  the  inhabitants  only  waited 
for  a  fit  opportunity  to  make  a  powerful  division 
against  their  oppressors.  Besides  all  this,  there  were 
commodious  harbours  for  the  shipping  on  that  coast, 
from  whence  an  easy  intercourse  could  be  kept  up  with 
England.  Finally,  in  the  event  of  a  successful  junc- 
tion with  the  Orange  party,  the  position  occupied  by 
the  British  army  would  have  broken  the  connexion 
between  the  northern- and  southern  provinces,  and  thus 
have  secured  a  short  and  facile  route  to  the  capital. 
Such,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  was  the  original  plan ; 
but  now  unluckily  it  was  altered,  partly  owing  to  the 
changeableness  of  the  weather,  but  chiefly  to  some 
private  information  received  by  the  admiral,  that  the 
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Dntch  fleet  in  the  T^xel  would  be  snnendeYBd  at  die 
first  summons.  Hie  latter  cotisideration  liad  sach  asi 
effect,  that  an  immediate  descent  on  the  coast  of 
North  HoUand  was  resolved  npon ;  and  to  that  mea* 
ante  all  the  conseqnences,  which  ruined  the  military 
expedition,  are  to  be  ascribed. 

When  the  British  squadron  fiirst  appeared  off  the 
Texel,  the  enemy  had  no  suspicion  of  a  descenrt,  and 
were  quite  unprepared  for  opposition  in  that  quarter. 
The  recurrence  of  the  storm  which  forced  the  fleet 
again  to  sea,  was  also  a  great  misfortune;  for  had  the 
weather  proved  favourable,  and  an  imsnediate  landing 
been  effected,  the  whole  province  of  North  Holland,  as 
well  as  the  Dutch  fleet,  would  probably  have  fallen  an 
easy  conquest. 

On  the  two  following  days,  after  leaving  the  coast, 
the  storm  rather  increased  than  abated,  so  thq^t  some 
of  the  transports  were  imder  the  necessity  of  bearing 
away  for  England.  By  this  time  all  the  fresh  provi- 
sions and  vegetables  in  the  fleet  were  consumed,  and 
even  water  began  to  be  scarce.  Indeed,  the  general 
appeiffance  of  things  was  so  unpromising,  that  serious 
apprehensions  were  entei:tamed  for  the  fate  of  the 
expedition ;  and  the  return  of  the  armament  began  to 
be  contttnplated  as  a  measure  of  absolute  necessity. 

However,  on  the  25th,  hope  revived,  by  the  subsi- 
dence of  the  tempest ;  and  on  the  ensuing  morning,  the 
whole  fleet  once  more  came  to  anchor  off  the  northern 
extranity  of  the  province  of  Holland.  The  most 
active  exertions  were  now  made  to  expedite  the  dis- 
embarkation ;  for  which  purpose  the  difibrent  vessels 
were  thus  arranged :  the  transports  were  stationed  on 
the  outside;  nearest  to  them  wete  the  ships  of  the 
line ;  the  frigates  lay  next ;  closer  to  tiie  shore,  and 
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withinside  them,  were  the  anned  brigs,  cutters,  bomb* 
Feesels,  and  gnu-boats,  to  coyer  the  landing. 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  signal  was 
given,  the  troops  having  been  previoosly  furnished 
with  sixty  rounds  of  ball-cartridge,  and  two  days'  pro- 
visions in  their  haversacks ;  besides  which,  their  can- 
teens were  filled  with  spirits  and  water.  To  effect  a 
landing  on  a  hostile  coast,  in  the  face  of  an  enemy 
prepared  to  dispute  every  inch,  is  always  hazardous; 
but  in  the  present  circumstances  it  was  peculiarly 
difficult.  The  extremity  of  North  Holland  fonns  a 
narrow  peninsula,  the  west  side  of  which,  where  the 
landing  took  place,  is  washed  by  the  Grerman  ocean ; 
the  northernmost,  and  whose  angle  forms  the  Holder 
Point,  faces  the  Texel  Island ;  and  the  channel  betweem 
called  the  Mars  Diep,  is  the  principal  entrance  into 
the  Zuyder  Zee.  The  Helder  Point,  which  is  a  bold 
high  beach,  from  whence  several  piers  of  unhewn  stone^^ 
project  into  the  sea,  was  crowned  by  a  strong  battery 
called  Kyckduyn,  commanding  the  passage  of  the 
Texel  Roads,  but  overiooked  itself  on  the  land  side 
by  the  heights  of  Hueysden.  From  this  point  ihid 
coast  stretches .  due  south,  presenting  to  the  sea  a  flat 
beach,  on  which  a  heayy  surf  breaks  even  iju  the 
calmest  weather ;  but  when  the  wind  blows,  hard,  no 
boat  can. .  live  in  an  attempt  to  rench  the  .shore. 
Ascending  from  the  .strand,  the  Ijand  rises  ii|to  sand- 
hills, formed  into  three  ranges  of  unequal  hei^ghto, 
the  valleys  between  being  narh>w  and  win4ii^^ ;  while 
the  hills,  intersected  by  ravines  and  defiles,  break,  intf) 
abrupt  ridges,  forming  so  many  natural  redoub((s^ 
Between  the  sand-hills  and  the  Zqydor  2^,  th^  lan4 
extends  into  a  marshy  plain,  divided  by  dikes  and 
inundations.    About  seven  miles  from  the  Helder,  the 
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road  turns  off  at  right  angles  vdA  the  sea  coast,  audi 
passing  in  front  of  some  farm  homses,  leads  dinectly 
into  the  country. 

It  was  directed,  that  all  the  launches  which  carried 
troops  from  the  transports,  should  assemble  under  the 
stems  of  such  frigates  as  lay  nearest  to  the  landing 
place ;  and,  according  to  this  arrangement,  the  army 
was  ordered  to  disembark  in  the  following  manner: — 

M ajor-general  Coote's  brigade,  with  a  detachment 
'of  the  light  artillery,  were  to  effect  a  landing  on  the 
right  of  the  whole,  under  the  command  of  Sir  James 
Pnlteney.  After  this,  the  rest  of  the  army,  under  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie,  was  immediately  to  follow ;  Major-- 
general D'Oyley's  brigade  taking  its  position  on  the 
right.  Major-general  Burrard's,  occupjring  the  centre, 
and  that  of  Major-general  Moore  being  posted  on  the 
left.  Hiis  plan  of  operations,  however,  was  not  pre-- 
clsely  executed,  for  the  first  boats  that  receired  the 
men  from  the  transports,  pushed  directly  for  the 
beach,  under  a  press  of  sail,  without  attending  to  the 
general  orders ;  and  the  soldiers,  on  reaching  the 
shore,  jumped  out,  and  instantly  formed  under  cover 
of  the  flotilla,  which  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  of  cdiot 
and  sheDs  during  the  whole  of  the  engagement  that 
succeeded.  Thus  the  body  of  troops,  which  attacked 
and  defeated  the  enemy,  was  composed  of  the  reserve, 
and  of  detached  parties  of  different  regiments,  chiefly 
of  the  third  brigade. 

In  Ae  mean  time,  the  enemy,  who  on  the  preced*^ 
ing  evening  had  ccflected  his  forces  at  the  village  of 
Gallants  Oge,  posted  his  infhntry  and  riflemen  on  the 
i^ldid-hiils,  while  his  cavalry  and  artillery  remained  on 
the  plain  behind.  In  this 'position  he  observed  the 
landing  with  apparent  indiflferenoe ;  but  as  soon  as 
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tim  BtitiBh  maxdhed  from  the  strand;  and  hegaa  4o 
ascend  the  heights,  an  advance  ensued,  and  the  action 
commenced. 

The  first  object  of  contention  was  an  emiaaice,  on 
which  was  erected  a  telegraph  or  signal  poat,  dn^ 
proved  afterwards  of  g«eat  use  in  directing  the  fire  of 
the  armed  vessels  and  gon^boats.  This  point  of  defence, 
after  a  smart  combat,  was  carried  by  the  flank  com- 
panies of  the  third  brigade,  in  which  the  grenadiers  of 
the  S8th  ingiment  displayed  thmr  gallanU7  aUd  spirit 
in  a.  remarkable  manner,  for,  finding  themselves  encnm* 
bered  with  their  knapsacks  whilst  charging  the -enemy 
thrgogh  the  heavy  sand,  they  one  and  all  threw  away 
both  than  and  their  provisions. 

Aboat  noon  the  engagement  became,  general,  and 
was  waimly  contested  on  hoA  sides ;  bat  the  in* 
equalities  of  the  ground  did  not  allow  of  more  thaoa 
one  battalion:  to  be  drawn  up  in  line>  so  that  the  ad** 
yanced  parties  of  the  British  were  supported  and 
relieved  by  fresh  detachments,  who,  aa  soon  a^  they 
landed,  marched  up  from  tiie  stirand  to  the  field  of 
bttttle. '  The  invading  army  had  neithelr  cawdry  nor 
artillery ;  but  these  wants  were  remedied  by  the  co» 
opanUaim  of  the  vessels,  the  terrible  fine  frota  MrhSch, 
kept  the  flanks  from  being  turned  by  the  enemy. 

About  five  in  tim  evening,  tlrn  last  ridge  of  the 
sand-hills  was  oleaxed  of  the  fi>e,  who  vetiMl  larthor 
towards  the  plain;  at  which  time  the  brigade  icrf* 
Gbuards,  under  Gttaeral  D'Oyley,  marebed  along  the 
strand  with  two  fiald««pieces,  wUdi  Jiad  bora  brong bt 
up  by  the  sailors,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  bis  last 
position.  The  latter,  now  forming  a  dose  colmnn, 
with  some  artillery  in  ironl,  sustained  the  attaok  with 
firmness,  and  retired  in  good  order  to  a  position  about 


MBMQIR  OR  THE  PVKS  OF  YOUK.      841 

MX  milM  distMit>  mntbont  beiog  puraned  by  the  British^ 
for  the  want  of  eavalry . 

"  Thus  ended  a  desultory,  but  well-fonght  actwn, 
which  was  imnedlately  foUowod  by  important  oonse^ 
quenoBs.  The  force  collected  to  oppose  the  mvudem 
was  estimated  at  seven  thoggand,  all  Ihitcb^  wel) 
appointed,  and  commanded  by  General  Daendels>  who 
bad  gained  some  reputation  in  the  French  service^  to 
whiob  he  owed  his  commission,  haying  been  exiled 
from  Holland  b^re  the  revolution^  en  account  of 
the  inveteracy  of  his  enmity  to  the  atadtfaoMerate^ 
Considering  all  circumstances,  therefore,  the  pnempt 
and  vigoions  attack  of  the  British  was  a  measure  of 
urgent  necessity;  for  bud  the  enemy  been  allowed 
time  to  assemble  a  larger  army,  and  to  take  advan* 
tage  of  the  rising  grouod,  by  planting  cannon  on  some 
of  the  heights,  the  dislodging  of  them  would  have  been 
attended  with  great  difficulty  and  slaughter.  The  loss 
ef '  the  Dntoh  in  this  affair,  according  to  ^eir  own 
TOport,  amounted  to  eleven  hundred  men,  one  ^  whom 
was  a  ccdonel.  The  British  loss,  coneidering  the 
small  proportion  of  the  army  engaged,  wne  also  con- 
siderable, amounting  to  five  hundred  men. 

The  principal  officers  who  fell  were  LJeutenantHTole-r 
nel  Smolfet  of  the'  Guards,  and  Li^utkmnt*oo]onel 
Hay  of  the  Engineers.  The  latter  received  n  csomon 
shot  wUdi  shattered  Us  thigh;  but  he  bad  the  melan- 
ohcdy  satisfaotion  of  ccnnmending  wilh  his  last  bfeath 
a  numerous  family  to  the  care  of  the  oommander4n« 
ehtei^ '  and  of  dying  with  the  consolatory  reflection, 
that  they  woidd  be  provided  (or  by  tfm  govenuuMt. 

The  left  wing,  composed  of  Mi^jor^general  Moore's 
brigade,  and  that  of  the  Guards  under  General  Bur«> 
rard,  was  not  mgaged,  being  deetined  to  attack  the 
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batteries  on  the  Helder.  But  the  enemy  saxFed  the 
troops  that  troable;  for,  on  percetyiBg  the  event  of 
the  battle,  the  garrison,  consisting  of  ab»at  tfalree 
thousand  men,  spiked  the  gons,  destroyed  the  car-* 
riages,  and  retired  silently  during  the  night.  Detach- 
ments of  the  British  then  took  possession  of  the  bat- 
teries, and  the  next  day  the  rest  of  the  forces  mardied 
into  the  town  of  Holder,  accompanied  by  sevetal  loyal 
Hollataders,  who  mounted  the  Orange  cockade,  dis- 
played the  ancimt  flag  on  the  steeple,  and  cvt  down 
thifS  tree  of  liberty  in  the  square. 

On  the  day  after  this  achievement,  the  British  Boh 
dl^s  were  gratified  by  the  landing  of  a  reinforcenieiit 
of  five  thousand  men,  firom  England,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major-general  Donn,  who  had  been  prevented 
firom  reaching  the  coast  sooner  by  the  vi<rfence  of  die 
weather. 

At  diis  time,  all  the  Dutch  ships  of  war,  then  afloat 
in  the  Hard  Dfep,  got  under  way,  and  retiring  within 
the  Zuyder  Zee,  came  to  an  anchor  under  the  protect 
tiovi  of  the  Texel  Island.  Admiral  Mitdieil,  however, 
having  entered  the  Mars  Diep  with  his  whole  fleet 
and  two  Russian  ships,  proceeded  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  previously  despatching  the  Circe  iUgate,  to 
take  possession  of  the  vessels  that  were  laid  up  in 
Ihe  Nieilve  Diep,  wfth  the  arsenal  and  naval  stores, 
nris  service  succeeded  completely,  and  thirteen  ships 
of  war,  three  Indlamen,  afid  a  sheer-huft,  wefe  sur- 
rendered without  the  least  opposition. 

Meanwhile,  a  flag  of  truce  came  from  the  Dutch 
admiral  Story  with  proposals,  «dt  the  puipe«e  of  gate- 
hig  tinke,  under  pretext  of  receiving  instmctnins  ftiNU 
the  Batavian  government.  An  answer  was  immedi- 
ately returned,  with  positive  orders  not  to  alter  the 
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positkm  of  the  ships,  aad  to  submit  within -an  hour,  or 
to  tid^e  the  ooBseqaenoes. 

The  Dutch  commander,  finding  his  ntoation  hopeless, 
and  that  his  seamen  were  mntinons,  yielded  to  neces* 
sity,  and  gave  up  the  fleet,  consisting  of  eight  ships 
of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and  a  sloop  of  war ;  all  of 
which,  with  the  stores,  were  afterwards  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  captors. 

During  these  operations,  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Orange,  having  collected  a  smaU  number  of  adbeieata 
in  the  eastern  provinces,  attempted  a  division  on  the 
frontiers  of  O veryssel,  but  without  success ;  and .  his 
party  being  soon  dispersed,  he  embarked  at  Emden, 
and  reached  the  Texel  just  after  the  surrender  of  the 
Dutch  fleet.  Two  proclamations  were  now  issued  to 
the  inhabitants ;  the  first  from  Sir  Ralph  AbercromUe, 
stating  that  the  British  army  entered  the  country,  not 
as  enemies,  but  as  friends;  on  which  accooat  the 
people  were  caUed  upon  to  lay  aside  all  party  spirit, 
and  to  unite  against  their  common  oppressors* 
,  The  other  proclamation  was  a  temperaite  but  eaer-^ 
getic  appeal  from  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  his  country- 
men; offering  to  put  himself  at  their  head,  for  the 
fo-estaUishment  of  their  ancient  rights  and  indepen- 
dence. 

Neither  .of  these  addresses  bad  any  effect;  nor  could 
another,  written  shortly  afterwacds  in  a  more  per^np- 
tory  maoner  by  the  prince,  rouse  the  phleg^iatic  Dutch- 
men to  a  patriotic  exertion^  even  though  they  had 
naw  a  &ir  prospect  of  ridding  themselves  of  the 
French  repuhlicana,  who  had  already  rained  their  com- 
meroe,  and  were  drainmg  the  country  of  its  internal 
wealth*. 

For  some  days  the  British  army  remained  stationary, 
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suffering  severely  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather^ 
against  which  there  was  no  other  shdAer  than  what 
could  be  obtained  by  digging  trenches  in  the  sand. 
The  supply  of  provisions  was  also  irregular^  owing  to 
the  storms  which  frequently  prevented  any  intercourse 
with  the  shipping.  As  these  hardships,  however,  af- 
fected all  alike,  they  were  endured  without  murmuring. 
Whilst  the  troops  occupied  this  position,  they  were 
employed  in  throwing  up  breast*works  and  redoubts 
at  several  points  of  defence ;  till  the  1st  of  September, 
when  they  received  orders  to  break  up  from  this  dreary 
spot,  and  proceed  into  the  country.  Accordmgly  the 
army  advanced,  and  took  up  a  position  on  the  course 
of  the  Oroote  Shiys  of  the  Zype,  having  Oude  Sluys 
on  the  left  flank,  and  the  German  ocean  <m  the  right. 
By  this  change  a  fertile  tract  of  land  was  gained, 
whidi,  though  of  small  extent,  was  sufficient  to  subsist 
the  troops,  by  furnishing  an  abundance  of  black  cattle 
and  sheep,  besides  horses  and  waggons,  which  were 
much  wanted.  The  position  was  also  a  remarkably 
strong  one,  being  deCended  by  the  great  dike  or  em- 
bankment, running  m  front  of  the  canal,  and  extending 
irregularly  across  the  istlmms.  All  along  this  bank, 
small  redoubts  were  erected,  and  cimnon  mounted 
upon  them,  so  that  the  dike  was  not  less  adapted  to 
stop  the  progress  of  an  enemy,  than  of  an  inundation. 

In  AJs  situation  the  army  anxiously  waited  for  the 
arrival  of  the  second  expedition;  and,  in  tiie  mean 
time,  it  occupied  quarters  which  were  comfortable, 
when  compared  with  those  on  the  sand-hills.  The 
troops  were  cantoned  in  farm-hoa«es,  which  formed 
excellent  barracks,  all  the  ofltees  being  contained 
under  one  roof:  and  these  commodious  dwellings  were 
so  numerous,  and  equally  distributed,  that  the  face 
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tiyf  tile  country  had  the  appearance  of  a  continaed 
village. 

The  enemy  not  finding  himself  pnraned,  and  being 
M  this  time  reinforced  by  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
French  army,  began  to  recover  from  his  panic,  and  to 
take  np  positions  in  front  of  the  British  lines.  No* 
thing,  however,  occurred  of  a  hostile  nature,  though 
the  troops  were. often  roused  by  false  alarms,  and  that 
in  the  dead  of  the  night,  to  keep  them  on  the  alert. 

At  length  the  commander-in-chief,  having  been  ap- 
prised that  a  formidable  attack  was  meditated  against 
his  right,  made  the  necessary  preparations  to  repel  it. 
The  Batavian  government,  by  forcible  exertions,  had 
collected  a  number  of  Dutch  troops  from  those  called 
National  Volunteer  Guards,  which  were  raised  by  the 
several  districts  throughout  the  United  Provinces. 
These  levies  having  been  recently  joined  by  a  part  of 
the  promised  succours  from  France,  composed  all 
together  a' body  of  about  twelve  thousand  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lOth  of  September,  at  day- 
break, the  enemy  were  in  motion,  and  commenced  a 
general  attack,  dividing  all  their  force  into  thrse 
columns:  the  right,  composed  wholly  of  Dutdi. troops, 
under  the  coomiand  of  General  Daendels,  directed  its 
operations  against  the  British  posts  of  Saint  Martin 
and  Enigenbdrg;  the  centre  colomn,  likewise  ]>ntch, 
marched  on  against  Krabendam  and  the  Sleiper  Dike ; 
while  the  left,  consisting  entirely  of  French  soldiers, 
imder  General  Brune,  advanced  upon  Ckunperdown, 
and  the  Dike  near  Potten.  The  position  of  the  Bri- 
tish, at  the  head  of  the  dike  oi  the  Zype,  was  bravely 
deihnded  by  the  20tti  regiment,  under  lieutenant- 
colonel  Smyth,  who  was  severely  wounded.  The 
enemy,  however,  though  galled  by  a  heavy  fire,  con* 
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tinned  to  adrance  with  intrepidity,  and  his  right 
column  pushed  on  to  St.  Martin's,  of  which  it  ob- 
tained  a  temporary  possession ;  but  the  centre  not 
being  able  to  penetrate  the  British  lines,  and  the  left 
column  of  the  French  having  been  checked  in  its 
career  by  our  right,  consisting  of  two  brigades  of 
Guards,  the  whole  of  this  combined  force  was  obliged 
to  retreat  before  noon.  After  this,  both  armies  re* 
sumed  the  positions  they  had  previously  occupied, 
the  British  being  at  Schagen,  and  the  enemy  near 
Alkmaar.  The  latter  lost  on  this  occasion  near  one 
thousand  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  including  a 
general,  who  was  slain.  The  loss  of  the  British 
amounted  to  about  two  hundred  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing. 

Although  no  ground  was  gained  by  the  victory,  it 
had  the  eifect  of  intimidating  the  foe  from  trying  any 
more  offensive  operations,  so  that  the  invaders  re* 
mained  for  some  time  in  perfect  security  and  repose, 
ardently  expecting  the  time  when  augmented  strength 
should  enable  them  to  enter  upon  a  wider  field  of 
action. 

Great,  therefore,  was  the  general  joy,  when  the  Duke 
of  York  arrived  at  the  Helder,  on  the  13th  of  Sep* 
tember,  in  the  Amethyst  frigate,  after  a  passage  of 
four  days,  from  Deal.  His  royal  highness  brought 
with  him  three  brigades  of  troops,  viz.  the  5th  foot 
two  battalions,  35th  two  battalions,  under  the  com* 
maud  of  Prince  William  of  Gloucester ;  the  4th  foot 
three  battalions,  Slst  regiment,  Meyor-general  the  Eari 
of  Chatham ;  9th  foot  three  battalions.  Major-general 
Manners ;  7th  Light  Dragoons,  and  artillery.  The  11th 
Light  Dragoons  had  landed  some  time  before.  The 
satisfaction  produced  by  this  supply  received  a  con«* 
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siderable  addition  by  the  disembarkation,  at  the  same 
time,  of  eight  battalions  of  Russians,  amounting  to 
eight  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  General 
D'Hermann. 

These  forces  had  arrived  from  Revel  the  preceding 
day,  and  were  speedily  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
division,  consisting  of  three  thousand  men.  Another 
division,  from  Yarmouth,  soon  after  joined  the  allied 
army,  making  altogether  the  Russian  anxiliary  troops 
seventeen  or  eighteen  thousand  effective  men.  The 
only  cavalry  among  them  consisted  of  one  troop  of 
hussars,  and  two  or  three  troops  of  cossacks.  The 
former  was  a  part  of  the  gardes-du-corps  of  the  empe- 
ror,  and  composed  of  picked  men  of  the  largest  dimto** 
sions,  and  superbly  appointed.  The  cossacks  were 
of  a  more  slender  make,  but  had  better  countenances 
than  the  Russians.  They  were  mounted  on  small 
ambling  horses,  with  long  tails  and  manes ;  but  not- 
withstanding their  indifferent  appearance,  the  animals 
were  swift,  sure-footed,  and  tractable.  The  riders 
were  armed  with  carbines,  scymetars,  pistols,  and 
spears  of  a  great  length. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  British 
army  had  been  established  in  an  advanced  position  in 
the  country.  The  69th  regiment  was  encamped  out- 
side the  Helder,  where  it  remained  as  a  rear-guard 
during  the  campaign.  A  body  of  marines  did  duty  on 
the  Texel  island,  that  of  Warengen,  and  at  the  arsenal 
of  the  Nieuve  Diep.  The  hereditary  prince  of  Orange, 
who  had  landed  at  the  Hinder  a  few  days  before  the 
Duke  of  York,  was  employed  in  forming  into  regiments 
a  number  of  Dutch  loyalists,  volunteers  from  the  fleet 
and  deserters  from  tlie  en^ny. 

As  soon  as  the  reinforcements  landed,  they  were 
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distributed  along  the  fines;  which  therefore  became 
greatly  extended.  Major-general  Moore's  brigade  took 
an  advanced  position  on  the  left^  at  Ck>lhom;  while 
the  Russians  formed  the  right  wing  of  the  allied  army, 
by  relieving  the  Guards,  who  w«[e  posted  at  Petten ; 
and  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  declared  in  public 
orders,  captain-general  and  commander-in-chief  of  all 
the  allied  forces,  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Schagen- 
burg,  a  village  on  the  canal  of  the  Zype.  During  these 
movements.  Admiral  Mitchel  was  busy  in  making  pre- 
parations to  co*operate  with  the  army ;  while  a  flotilla 
of  gun-vessels,  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Home  Popham, 
was  assembled,  to  act  on  the  inland  navigation  as  on 
the  coast,  according  to  circumstances. 

The  same  motive  which  induced  Greneral  Brune  to 
attack  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  before  the  arrival  of  the 
auxiliary  troops,  now  determined  the  British  commander- 
in-chief  to  anticipate  the  French  and  Dutch  reinforce- 
ments, which  were  hourly  expected  from  the  Lower 
Rhine  and  the  Netherlands.  The  first  measure  adopted 
was  to  detach  General  Abercrombie  with  seven  thou- 
sand men  against  Hoom,  which  city,  having  been 
always  well  inclined  to  the  house  of  Orange,  immedi- 
ately threw  open  its  gates,  and  received  the  British 
troops  with  acclamations  of  joy. 

Meanwhile  the  most  active  exertions  were  making 
for  the  general  attack ;  and  upon  Thursday,  September 
the  19th,  at  an  hour  before  daybreak,  the  allied  army 
was  in  motion,  consisting  of  thirty  thousand  men,  all 
in  high  health  and  spirits,  well  appointed,  and  fur- 
nished with  a  fine  train  of  artillery. 

The  first  column  on  the  rif^t,  composed  principally 
of  Russians,  under  G^eral  D'Hermann,  wa^  destined 
to  attack  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy,  consisting  wholly 
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of  French^  commanded  by  General  Vandamme>  to  force 
his  position  of  the  heights  of  Camperdown,  and  to  take 
possession  of  Bergen. 

The  second  colnmn^  under  General  Dondas,  was 
intended  to  co-operate  with  the  first,  by  carrying  the 
enemy's  posts  at  Warmanhnysen  on  the  plain,  and 
Schoreldam,  near  the  sand-hills. 

The  object  of  the  third  column,  under  Sir  James 
Pnlteney,  was  to  get  possession  of  Oude  Carspel,  at 
the  head  of  the  long  dike  leuding  to  AlkmaMr.  This 
post  covered  the  enemy's  right  wing,  which  occupied 
the  plain  in  front  of  Aikmaar,  and  was  entirely  com- 
posed of  Dutch  troops,  under  General  Daendels.  The 
fourth  column,  commanded  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie, 
as  already  observed,  was  on  a  detached  service.  The 
obstacles  which  presented  themselves  on  every  side, 
to  obstruct  the  advance  of  an  army  in  such  a  country, 
cannot  easily  be  conceived.  The  sand-hills  begin  to 
rise  abruptly  from  the  flats  immediately  behind  the 
town  of  Campe,  and  stretch  considerably  in.  breadth, 
in  a  south-easterly  direction,  towards  Aikmaar.  The 
plain  beneath  is  intersected  by  several  canals,  which 
have  no  communication  with  each  other.  Between 
these  lay  numerous  villages,  which  were  easily  con- 
verted into  strong  points  of  defence  by  mounting  a  few 
cannon  on  the  top  of  the  dikes,  with  troops  posted 
behind  them.  On  the  first  ridge  of  sand-hills,  and  in 
the  fortified  villages,  the  left  vnng  of  the  enemy  was 
posted  and  intrenched;  while  bis  right  occupied  the 
plain  covered  by  the  redoubts  of  Oude  Carspel.  The 
bridges  across  the  few  passes  that  led  to  these  places 
were  destroyed,  and  abbatis  laid  at  different  distances. 
At  half-past  three  in  the  morning,  the  first  attack 
was  made  by  the  Russian  column,  under  General 
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D'Hermann  in  person,  and  with  such  vigour  that  the 
enemy  gave  way  at  the  first  onset.  .  In  vain  did  he 
attempt  to  avail  himself  of  the  natural  strength  of  the 
ground,  by  rallying  his  scattered  troops  behind  the 
eminences;  for  the  intrepid  assailants  pressed  so 
close  as  not  to  allow  him  a  moment's  pause,  stiU 
destroying  or  leaking  prisoners  of  his  rear.  Thus  the 
pursued  and  pursuers  poured  along  the  open  downs 
and  hills,  until  they  arrived  at  the  wooded  tract  of 
country  which  surrounds  the  town  of  Bergen.  Here 
the  access  was  easy,  but  the  evacuation  difficult.  The 
Russians,  flushed  with  success^  entered  the  place 
sword  in  hand;  but  finding  no  enemy  there,  they 
relaxed  their  efforts,  lost  all  discipline,  and  gave  them-* 
selves  up  to  pills^e.  The  French,  seeing  this  disorderj 
seized  the  opportunity  which  it  afforded;  and  being 
supported  by  fresh  troops  from  Alkmaar,  attacked  the 
Russians  at  different  points  with  the  greatest  impetu- 
osity. The  latter,  who  had  supposed  their  victory 
complete,  were  totally  disconcerted  at  this  unexpected 
renewal  of  the  combat.  Their  forces  were  divided; 
some  battalions  were  too  far  advanced  among  the 
woods,  the  skirts  of  whjich  they  had  not  taken  the  pre^ 
caution  to  guard,  and  others  were  too  far  retired ;  but 
the  main  body  was  busied  in  filling  the  ruined  church 
of  Bergen  with  their  spoils.  Thus,  notwithstanding 
the  exertions  of  the  officers,  and  the  natural  courage 
of  the  men,  the  first  and  second  in  conmiand  having 
unfortunately  been  made  prisoners,  the  Russians  were 
obliged  to  retreat  to  Scborel. 

Meanwhile  the  second  column,  under  General  Dun* 
das,  commenced  an  attack  at  daylight  on  the  village 
of  Warmanhuysen,  which  was  strongly  fortified.  Three 
battalions  of  Russians,  led  by  General  8edmoratsky, 
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gallantly  stormed  the  place  on  its  left  flank,  while  it 
was  entered  on  the  right  by  the  first  regiment  of  Bri- 
tish Guards.  After  this  success,  the  greater  part  of 
the  column  marched  to  Schorel,  the  rest  being  de- 
tached to  keep  up  the  communication  with  the  forces 
under  Sir  James  Pnlteney. 

The  Russians,  who  had  been  obliged  to  retreat  from 
Bergen,  were  compelled  also  to  quit  Schorel ;  but  at 
this  critical  moment,  the  place  was  attacked  and  re- 
taken by  General  Manncrs's  brigade,  which  being 
immediately  reinforced  by  two  battalions  of  Russians, 
and  the  35th  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Prince 
William  of  Gloucester,  renewed  the  action,  till,  ex- 
hausted by  fatigue,  the  whole  corps  retired  upon  Pet- 
ten  and  Zyper  Sluys. 

In  the  mean  time,  that  part  of  the  second  column 
which  had  taken  Warmanhuysen,  having  been  joined 
by  the  first  battalion  of  the  5th  regiment,  advanced 
upon  Schoreldam,  which  position  they  maintained, 
under  a  galling  fire,  till  the  fate  of  the  right  wing  ren- 
dered it  no  longer  tenable. 

During  these  operations,  the  centre,  or  third  column, 
under  Sir  James  Pulteney,  proceeded  to  attack  the 
enemy *s  right  wing  at  Oude  Carspel,  a  strong  village 
extending  three  or  four  miles  to  the  suburbs  of  Alk- 
maar,  and  surrounded  by  canals,  fortified  with  re- 
doubts, and  batteries  fiill  of  cannon.  The  third  bri- 
gade was  destined  to  attack  on  the  right  flank,  while 
the  remainder  of  the  corps  stormed  on  the  centre  and 
left.  It  was  stopped,  however,  in  its  advance  by  a 
broad  canal,  which  ran  in  front  of  the  works,  and  the 
bridge  was  destroyed.  The  brigade,  therefore,  had  the 
mortification  to  witness  the  gallantry  of  their  com- 
rades, without  being  able  to  share  in  the  danger. 


/^ 
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Notwithstanding  this,  the  two  battalions  of  the  40th 
regiment,  under  Colonel  Spencer,  supported  by  the 
two  battalions  of  the  17th,  having  discovered  an  ap- 
proach on  the  left,  immediately  prepared  to  storm  it. 
This  intrepid  corps  was  received  by  a  terrible  dis- 
charge of  small  arms,  grape,  round  shot,  and  shells. 
From  this  destructive  tempest,  it  took  a  momentary 
shelter  behind  an  angular  embankment,  upon  which 
the  enemy,  supposing  that  the  British  had  retreated, 
sallied  out  in  pursuit ;  but  he  was  soon  compelled  to 
face  About,  and  was  so  closely  followed,  that  the  40th 
regiment  entered  the  lines  with  the  fugitives  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  just  as  part  of  the  third  brigade 
found  means  to  enter  on  the  other  side,  by  crossing 
the  canal  in  canoes.  Upon  this  the  enemy  abandoned 
their  works,  and  retreated  in  confusion,  taking  the 
road  to  Alkmaar. 

Brilliant  as  this  achievement  was,  it  was  dearly 
bought,  the  two  battalions  of  the  40th  losing  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  including  eleven  officers. 
Though  it  put  the  third  column  in  possession  of  an 
important  post,  and  of  the  batteries  and  guns  of  the 
enemy;  Sir  James  Pulteney  deemed  it  expedient,  in 
consequence  of  the  disaster  on  the  right,  to  abandon 
the  place  the  same  night ;  and  the  troops,  after  a 
harassing  march,  during  which  they  were  lighted  by 
the  fire  of  the  burning  villages,  arrived,  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  morning,  at  the  respective  stations  occu- 
pied by  them  before  the  battle. 

For  the  same  reason,  it  became  necessary  to  recall 
the  fourth  column,  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercroml»e,  from 
Hoom;  and  thus  the  whole  army  resumed  its  fonner 
position. 

Such  was  the  termination  of  the  battle  of  Bergen, 
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previous  to  which  the  enemy  had  made  uncommon! 
exertions  to  augment  his  means,  and  to  strengthen  the 
whole  line  of  his  defence.  The  actual  number  brought 
into  the  field  has  not  been  exactly  ascertained;  but 
the  lowest  estimation  at  which  it  can  be  taken,  is 
twenty-eight  thousand,  of  which  the  majority  were 
French.  Opposed  to  this  force,  the  allies  had  little 
more  than  twenty  thousand ;  since  about  fifteen  thou- 
sand were  not  principally  engaged,  though  they  con* 
tributed,  by  their  operations,  to  the  general  object. 

It  was  allowed  by  all  competent  and  impartial 
judges,  that  the  plan  of  operations,  and  the  disposition 
of  the  force  employed,  were  conceived  and  arranged 
by  the  commander-in-chief  with  considerable  ability ; 
and  the  truth  was  obvious,  from  the  circumstances 
and  result  of  the  action.  The  execution  of  the  three 
grand  movements  was  completely  successful,  and  that 
of  the  fourth  on  the  right  was  equally  so,  as  far  as 
depended  on  the  exertions  of  the  British  troops.  The 
failure  on  that  side,  which  rendered  nugatory  all  the 
other  advantages,  was  owing  to  the  impetuosity,  and 
not  to  the  want  of  courage,  of  the  Russian  soldiers. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  affair  amounted  to 

« 

three  thousand  men  and  sixty  officers,  who  were 
made  prisoners ;  besides  which,  there  was  every  rea* 
son  to  believe  that  the  killed  and  wounded  did  not 
fall  much  short  of  that  number.  Sixteen  pieces  of 
cannon  were  also  taken;  but  as  they  could  not  be 
brought  away,  they  were  destroyed. 

The  allied  army  likewise  suffered  severely ;  the  loss 
of  the  British  being  nearly  fifteen  hundred,  and  that  of 
the  Russians  double  the  number.  The  latter  lost 
almost  the  whole  of  their  field  artillery,  consisting 
of  twenty  pieces  of  cannon.     The  Russian  general 

2y 
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Tchertchekoff,  the  second  in  command,  who  with 
General  D'Hermann  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  eaemy, 
died  on  the  following  day  of  his  wounds. 

The  unfortunate  result  of  this  battle,  after  so  pro- 
mising a  beginning,  excited  no  little  emotion,  and  pro- 
duced a  variety  of  opinions,  according  to  the  bias  of 
men's  minds.  The  Russian  general  D'Essen,  in  a 
letter  written  from  head-quarters  to  his  Imperial 
master,  endeavoured  to  throw  the  odium  of  the  dis- 
aster upon  the  British  government,  by  saying,  that  the 
soldiers  were  both  in  want  of  necessaries,  and  huiried 
into  action  immediately  after  coming  off  from  a  long 
voyage. 

But  these  complaints,  if  founded  in  truth,  might 
have  been  made  by  the  British  troops  with  more  rea- 
son, particularly  those  who  had  but  just  arrived  from 
England.  The  same  general,  however,  acknowledged 
that  the  Russians  stood  in  need  of  artillery,  horses, 
and  many  other  necessary  articles ;  which  neglect  could 
not  be  imputed  to  the  British  administration.  In 
fine,  D'Essen  seems  to  have  been  in  at  state  of  fright 
when  he  drew  up  this  contradictory  apology;  for  at 
the  close  of  it  he  throw  out  a  general  reflection  upon 
the  wliole  mass  of  Russian  soldiery,  by  observing* 
that  "  their  retreat  began  in  confusion."  The  effect  of 
this  letter  upon  the  capricious  mind  of  the  emperor 
was  as  might  have  been  expected, — his  rage  knew  no 
bounds;  and  in  his  fits  he  abused  his  own  subjects 
and  those  of  his  ally. 

But  while  the  Russians  were  striving  to  justify 
themselves,  and  the  discontented  English  were  willing 
to  discover  errors  in  their  own  government,  the  French 
published  a  pompons  account  of  the  action,  in  which 
the  allies  were  treated  with  the  utmost  contempt,  and 
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all  the  merit  of  generalship  was  claimed  for  Brune  and 
his  coadjutors.  This  laboured  and  very  inaccurate 
narrative  was  translated  into  English,  and  printed 
with  remarks  equally  partial  and  unjust.  It  was 
asked  in  a  tone  of  triumph,  by  these  hypercritics,  why 
Gteneral  Abercrombie,  with  ho  large  a  force  as  seven 
thousand  men,  was  detached  upon  an  extended  line 
of  operation  on  the  left,  without  the  possibility  of  the 
disaster  on  the  right  being  foreseen,  and  its  effects 
provided  against  ? 

Aa  the  heap  of  impertinent  censure  fabricated  by  idle 
men  turns  upon  these  points,  a  fe^  plain  observations 
will  suffice  to  shew  the  fallacy  of  the  whole.  In  the 
first  place,  to  begin  with  the  cause  of  the  reverse  that 
took  place.  The  Russians  were  led  by  their  two  chief 
commanders ;  and  therefore  it  would  have  been  little 
short  of  prophetic  intuition  to  imagine,  under  such 
circumstances,  a  confusion  and  defeat  after  a  victory. 
Had  these  troops  preserved  any  thing  like  order,  the 
flying  enemy  would  neither  have  rallied,  nor  been 
supported  by  fresh  supplies.  The  disaster  which 
ensued,  and  gave  the  French  an  advantage,  was  merely 
fortuitous,  and  such  as  no  sagacity  could  have  antici* 
pated.  On  the  other  point,  it  will  only  be  requisite 
to  state  the  immediate  advantages  proposed  to  be 
obtained  by  this  attack.  These  were,  the  possession 
of  Hoorn,  the  establishment  of  the  allied  army  in  a 
more  advanced  position,  and  the  acquisition  of  a 
wider  territory  for  its  support. 

The  peninsula  of  North  Holland  suddenly  enlarges 
itsdf  from  the  narrow  slip  of  land  at  its  northern 
extremity,  projecting  into  the  Zuyder  Zee  at  Enkhuy-? 
sen,  from  whence  to  Camperdown  on  the  opposite  side 
it  extends  in  breadth  about  thirty-six  miles,  and  then 
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abruptly  contracts  again  towards  Hoom ;  so  that  at 
Shaerdam,  which  is  only  two  miles  from  that  city,  the 
isthmus  is  not  more  than  sixteen  miles  across  firom  sea 
to  sea.  This  then  appears  to  have  been  the  most 
eligible,  as  well  as  the  most  secure,  position  for  an 
invading  atmy.  Besides,  at  Shaerdam  aU  the  trans- 
verse canals  unite,  and  have  one  conmion  outlet  into 
the  sea.  This,  therefore,  was  a  i9itaation  affording 
effectual  protection  to  the  troops,  by  broad  canals  in 
front,  with  high  dikes  or  embankments  of  great  solidity 
running  in  parallel  directions  across  the  country.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  .the  wings  of  the  anny  would  have 
been  covered  by  the  two  seas,  and  its  centre  by  a 
town  strongly  fortified;  while  a  fine  and  productive 
country  in  the  rear  yielded  ample  supplies.  To  co- 
operate with  the  movements  of  the  army.  Admiral 
Mitchel  fitted  out  a  small  squadron  of  bomb-vessels 
and  armed  brigs,  calculated  for  shoal  water,  with 
which  he  proceeded  against  the  towns  on  the  Zuyder 
Zee ;  and  with  such  success,  that  the  Orange  flag  was 
hoisted  every  where,  and  a  counter-revolutionary  spirit 
manifested,  though  with  what  sincerity  it  was  not 
easy  to  determine. 

From  the  landing  of  the  Duke  of  York  at  the 
Helder  to  the  end  of  the  month,  several  partial  re- 
inforcements of  troops  arrived,  and  joined  the  army. 
These  belonged  to  the  different  divisions,  and  had 
either  been  compelled  to  put  back,  or  were  driven  into 
some  neutral  port  during  a  stormy  passage.  With 
these  came  six  thousand  Russians,  and  that  very 
seasonably,  to  reinstate  the  loss  which  had  been  sus- 
tained on  the  19th.  By  these  additions,  the  effective 
numerical  strength  of  the  allied  army  amounted,  at  this 
time,  to  about  forty  thousand  men.    Towards  the  latter 
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end  of  this  month,  the  most  active  preparations  were 
made  from  the  right  to  the  left  ot  the  line.  Pontoons 
were  constmcted,  and  waggons  and  horses  collected, 
all  indicative  of  a  speedy  movement  forward  for  another 
general  battle.  But  hitherto  the  weather  was  very 
unfavonrable;  the  storms  were  violent,  and  the  rain 
incessant ;  so  that  the  roads  became  impassable,  and 
the  fields  might  be  easier  navigated  than  marched 
through.  The  enemy  taking  advantage  of  this  season- 
able aid  of  the  elements,  strengthened  all  his  advanced 
posts  by  erecting  additional  works,  and  he  also  re- 
ceived, in  the  mean  time,  fresh  supplies  of  forces. 

At  length,  on  the  29th  of  September,  the  weather,  to 
appearance,  having  become  more  settled,  the  whole 
army  got  under  arms ;  and  at  the  dawn  of  day,  the 
several  brigades  were  in  motion ;  but  on  the  right  the 
tide  rose  so  high,  with  a  tremendous  surf,  that  there 
was  no  possibility  of  marching  along  the  beach ;  and 
the  roads  were  so  completely  inundated,  that  the 
troops  were  frequently  up  to  the  knees.  As,  therefore, 
nothing  could  be  efiected  on  this  day,  the  brigades 
returned  to  their  respective  stations. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  rains  having  ceased,  and 
the  roads  become  more  passable,  a  change  of  position 
took  place  along  the  whole  line,  preparatory  to  a 
general  action.  All  the  brigades  on  the  left  marched 
to  the  right,  while  those  on  the  right  inclined  to  the 
centre.  Every  arrangement  having  been  made,  on  the 
following  morning  at  half-past  six,  the  right  wing  was 
in  motion.  The  disposition  of  the  combined  British 
and  Russian  forces  was  now  materially  different  from 
that  of  the  19th  of  September.  On  the  present  occa- 
sion, the  right  and  left  wings  were  composed  entirely 
of  British  troops,  whilst   the  Russians  formed  the 
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centre.  The  enemy^  however,  defended  the  same  ground, 
and  nearly  in  the  same  manner,  as  at  the  battle  of  Ber- 
gen. His  left,  composed  of  French  troops,  occupied  the 
sand-hills  overlooking  both  the  plain,  and  the  villages 
of  Campe,  Groete,  Schorel,  as  far  as  Bergen ;  besides 
which,  the  advanced  post  of  Schoreldam,  at  the  head 
of  the  dike,  was  strongly  fortified.  The  Dutch  troops 
were  on  the  right,  leuid  chiefly  concentrated  at  Langr 
Dike  and  Oude  Carspel,  which  points  of  defence  had 
been  also  much  improved  by  additional  works.  The 
British  and  Russian  movements  were  conducted  in  four 
columns.  That  on  the  right,  commanded  by  Sir  Ral]di 
Abercrombie,  was  to  march  along  the  tract  towards 
Egmont-op-Zee,  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank. 

The  second  column,  composed  wholly  of  Russians^ 
under  General  D'Essen,  marched  by  the  Sleiper  Dike 
to  Camperdown,  and  then  defiled  off  at  the  foot  of 
the  sand-hills  towards  Bergen.  A  detachment  of  this 
column,  commanded  by  Greneral  Sedmorataky,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Zujrper  Sluys  to  co-operate  with  the 
British  in  the  attack  upon  Schoreldam ;  and  then  to 
proceed  to  Bergen.  In  aid  of  these  troops,  seven  gun- 
boats moved  along  the  Alkmaar  canal,  under  the 
direction  of  Sir  Home  Popham. 

The  third  colunm,  commanded  by  General  Dundas, 
after  seconding  the  operations  of  the  Russians,  was  to 
penetrate  in  the  midst  of  the  sand-hills ;  and  to  sup* 
port  the  efibrts  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie's  corps  on 
the  right,  in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  last  position. 

The  fourth  column,  commanded  by  Sir  James  Pul* 
teney,  was  stationed  on  the  left  of  the  whole,  opposed 
to  the  enemy's  right,  in  order  to  take  all  advantages 
of  the  turns  of  the  day,  either  by  attacking  with  eflect, 
or  of  sustaining  the  other  columns. 
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At  half-past  six,  the  right  Golumn  marched  out  of 
Petten,,  and  proceeded  along  the  Sea  Dike.    Its  ad- 
vanced   guard,  being   Colonel    Macdonald's  reserve, 
immediately  attacked  and  carried  a  redoubt  in  front  of 
the  village  of  Campe,  from  whence  the  enemy  were 
driven,  as  well  as  from  the  heights  above.    The  main 
body  of  the  first  column  was  conducted  at  the  same 
time,'  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  along  the  strand, 
towards  £gmont-op-Zee.    The  road  leading  to  the 
sand-hills  being  thus  cleared  on  the  right,  the  centre 
columns  began  to  move.    The  Russians  advanced  and 
drew  up  on  the  plain,  and  proceeded  to  attack  the. 
enemy's  lines  in  front  of  Schorel ;  but  General  Dun- 
das,  having  detached  a  part  of  the  third  column  to 
support  the  Russians,  marched  on  with  the  remainder, 
and  ascending  the  sand-hills  at  the  town  of  Campe, 
immediately  attacked  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  on 
the  heights.    The  latter  did  not  long  stand  the  con- 
flict, but  retreated  precipitately  over  a  wide  ritnge  of 
hills ;  and  in  the  pursuit,  the  regiments  composing  this 
biigade,  namely,  the  Queen's,  the  27th,  29th,  and  85th> 
became  unavoidably  separated. 

While  General  Coote's  brigade  and  Colonel  Mac- 
donald's reserve  were  thus  pushing  one  division,  the 
enemy  maintained  the  contest  in  great  force  between 
Sohorel  and  Schoreldam,  from  whence  and  the  dike 
he  kept  up  a  heavy  caxmonade.  At  length,  about 
noon,  he  was  driven  from  this  position  by  the  Rus- 
sian column,  supported  by  the  gun-boats  on  the  canal, 
and  by  General  Burrard's  brigade,  which  last  took 
possession  of  Schorddam. 

The  Duke  of  York,  perceiving  that  the  troops  on 
the  sand-hills  were  unequally  engaged,  and  needed 
support,  as  the  enemy,  in  retreating  towards  Bergen, 
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frequently  rallied,  and  received  fresh  succours,  imme- 
diately ordered  the  Earl  of  Chatham  to  advance  from 
the  plain,  and  ascend  the  heights. 

This  movement  was  promptly  executed,  and  the 
brigade  arrived  critically  to  the  support  of  the  85tfa 
regiment;  after  which,  by  extending  its  line,  it  was 
enabled  to  outflank  the  enemy,  who  was  thus  driven 
from  the  left  range  of  hills,  and  forced  to  take  shelter 
in  the  woods,  where  he  again  rallied,  and  attempted 
to  regain  his  position  on  the  heights,  by  a  particular 
pass  which  led  between  them.  This  pass  was  de- 
fended by  the  85th,  and,  notwithstanding  the  reite- 
rated attenipts  to  force  it,  that  gallant  corps  main- 
tained the  position  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  The 
27th  regiment  was  attacked  in  a  similar  manner ;  but  the 
reception  which  the  enemy  met  with  proved  so  warm, 
that,  after  experiencing  one  repulse,  no  further  attack 
was  made.  It  was  now  three  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  third  column  possessed  the  ranges  of  sand-hills 
quite  across,  from  the  wood  of  Bergen  to  the  sea- 
shore, where  it  joined  the  reserve  of  Colonel  Mac- 
donald. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  having  rallied  at  Ber- 
gen, appeared  again  in  strength,  occupying  a  long  ridge 
which  stretched,  right  and  left,  across  a  sandy  plain. 
As  it  was  necessary  to  dislodge  this  force,  a  general 
charge  was  ordered,  in  which  the  29th  regiment  took 
the  lead,  and  was  followed  up  by  the  whole  line  with 
such  vigour,  that  though  opposed  by  a  terrible  dis- 
charge of  musketry,  cannon,  and  howitzers,  the  posi- 
tion was  carried^  and  the  enemy  fled. 

Whilst  these  conflicts  were  g;oing  on  n^ar  Bergen, 
the  first  column,  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  pro- 
ceeded along  the  strand  to  a  short  distance   from 


MKMOIR  OP  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK»      361 

Egmbnt-op-Zee.  Here  on  the  hills,  which  rise  very 
high^  the  enemy  had  posted  his  select  infantry,  while 
a  strong  body  of  cavalry-  and  artillery  stood  drawn 
ttp  on.  the  beach,  obviously  determined  to.. make  a 
resistance,  .       * 

Notwithstanding  this  formidable  appearance.  Gene- 
ral Moore's  brigade  charged  the  enemy's  strongest 
position,  and  were  received  with  equal  firmness,  so 
that  a  most  sanguinary  contest  was  carried  on  till  the 
dose  of  the  day.  On  this  occasion  the  92d  regiment 
particularly  distinguished  itself;  and  its  gallant  colonel^ 
the  Marquis  of  Huntley,  was  struck  with  a  rifle-shot  in 
the  shoulder, 'whfle  anihiating  his  men  to  the  charge. 
General  Moore  also  received  a  musket-shot  in  the 
thigh ;  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  him  from  con- 
tinuing his  exertions,  till  a  second  ball,  in  the  face, 
compelled  him  to  quit  the  field. 

But*it  was  chiefly  to  the  example  and  orders  of  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie,  that  the  brave  column  owed  the 
success  which  crowned  its  efibrts.  That  veteran  officer 
exposed  his  person  every  where,  amidst  showers  of 
bullets ;  and  though  two  horses  were  shot  under  him, 
he  appeared  cool,  steady,  and  insensible  to  danger. 

Notwithstanding  the  dusk  of  evening  had  now  begun 
to  darken  the  earth,  the  enemy  resolved  to  mal^  an- 
other desperate  struggle..  Accordingly,  his  chasseurs 
advanced  with  spirit  in  the  face  of  the  British  column^ 
and  charged  the  artillery  with  such  impetuosity,  as*  to 
carry  off  in  triumph  two  df  the  guns.  But  this  success 
was  momentary;  for  some  squadrons  of  the  7th  and 
nth  light  Dragoons,  headed  by  Lord  Paget,  suddenly 
issued  out  from  a  recess  between  the  sand-hills,  and 
charged  the  French  so  furiously,  that  only  a  few  escaped, 
the  cannon  behind  them. 

2z 
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About  sun-aet  the  resenre  joined  the  first  ooimaai, 
upott  ifvhich  the  enemy  abandoned  the  gioaild>  aa4 
ratixed  towards  Beverwyck.  During  these  suceessfid 
operations,  the  cohimn  stationed  on  the  left,  wider 
Sir  James  Polteney,  though  not. engaged,  kept  the 
light  of  the  enemy  in  awe,  and  preTentod  any  detsich- 
ments  from  bemg  sent  to  the  support  of  the  left,  which 
stood  in  the  utmost  need  of  it. 

Although  the  action  was  in  effect  decided  before 
dark,  it  was  not  till  break  ci  day  the  next  monung, 
Ibat  the  enemy  withdrew  all  his  troops,  and  retreated 
towards  Alkmaar. 

The  force  which  the  French  and  Dvtch  brought  inlo 
action  in  this  affair,  amounted  to  about  five-and- 
twenty  thousand  meii,  and  thd:r  loss  was  supposed 
t(^  be  at  least  three  thousand.  Seven  pieces  of  cannon 
and  three  hundred  prisoners  were  taken. 

On  the  part  of  the  alUes^  the  prinmpal  loss  was 
with  the  EngUsby  and  consisted  of  near  sixteen  hun* 
dredl  in  kitted  amf  wounded,  among  whom  were  ninety- 
two  officers.  The  Russians  sustained  a  loss  of  six 
hundred,  and  one  of  their  generals  was  wounded. 

In  this  engagement,  the  judicious  dtspositfam  of  the 
combined  force,  made  by  the  special  directkm  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  appeared  conspicuous,  and  attracted 
general  admivalion.  By  placing  British  troops  on  the 
right,  and  directing  the  most  vigorous  efforts  against 
Che  left,  composed  wludly  of  the  French,  the  right  of  the 
enemy  was  uncovered ;  so  that  the  Dwtch,  who  com^ 
posed  that  wing,  were  obliged  to  give  way,,  and  setMttl 
daring  tte  night  upon  Purmerend. 

On  the  night  after  the  action,  the  combined  British 
and  Bnasian  army  occupied  the  field  of  battib;  but 
the  next  morning  the  whole  advanced,  and  took  pos^ 


MEMOIR   OF  TH£   DVK^  OP   YOBK.  968 

jMMsaioo  of  tbe  places  which  had  beeu  abandoned  hj 
the  enemy ;  namely,  Oude  Carspel,  fiergen,  Alkmaar, 
£gmont-op-te  Hoof,  and  £gmont«Qp-Zee. 

Thus  teiminated  tibe  battle  of  Alkmaar,  which  proved 
more  decisive  than  could  have  been  expected,  from  the 
obstinacy  and  numbers  of  the  enemy,  who  now  retired 
upon  his  last  position  in  North  Holland,  the  pass  of 
Beverwydi^ ;  and  thus  left  the  whole  peninsula  in  the 
hands  of  the  victors. 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  account,  which,  being 
offidal,  is  rather  dry,  it  may  be  proper  here  to  stale, 
that  the  Frencii,  although  in  possession  of  the  hill 
of  Camperdown,  an  elevation  of  more  than  three 
hundced  feet,  made  no  resistance  to  the  first  attad^ 
of  the  British,  but  merely  fired  a  gun,  and  retifed 
skirmishing.  When  the  advanced  brigades  gained 
possession  of  the  sand-hills,  the  'main  column  pro« 
ceeded  forward  in  the  same  order ;  but  it  was  occa- 
sionally obliged^  after  the  termination  of  the  dike,  to 
reduce  its  £pont,  mi  account  of  the  narrowing  .of  the 
beach,  as  the  tide  had  not  subsided ;  so  that  the  right 
flank  of  the  cavalry  was  continually  in  the  water. 
Notwithstanding  these  inconveniences,  the  column 
went  on  without  interruption  six  or  seven  miles,  but 
much  harassed  and  fatigued  in  consequence  of  the 
heaviness  of  the  soil,  which  yielded  every  step  up  to 
the  ancle.  At  length  the  French,  having  lined  soim 
high  hills  with  a  body  of  tiralleurs,  or  riflemra,  began 
to  keep  up  a  very  smart  fire  upon  the  British ;  and 
being  in  a  short  time  considerably  reinforced,  they 
galled  our  troops  from  almost  every  eminence  and 
outlet.  In  spite,  however,  of  the  tediousness  of  the 
march,  and  this  formidable  resistance,  our  forces  nd* 
vanced  with  their  characteristic  ardour  and  persevej- 
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ftnce ;  and  though  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  Bystem  of 
sharp-shooting,  and  annoyed  <m  all  sides  by  destmc- 
tive  weapons ;  though  every  moment  deprived  of  s<Mne 
of  their  officers,  who  were  wounded ;  and  although  they 
were  themselves  neither  equipped  for  light  service,  nox 
had  the  advantage  of  a  particular  corps  for  that  pur* 
pose;  the  troops  fought  their  way  forward  for  four 
miles,  under  all  these  unfavourable  circumstances. 

To  have  an  idea  of  the  sand-hills,  the  reader  must 
conceive  in  his  mind  the  unequal  billows  of  a  tempes- 
tuous sea.  A  very  loose  light  sand  forms  the  soil; 
and  the  hiUs,  by  frequently  running  in  paraUel  lines, 
afforded  most  excellent  positions*  for  the  enemy.  It 
was,  in  tact,  a  country,  of  aU  others  the  most  favour- 
able to  the  French  mode  of  making  war;  and  gave 
them  decided  advantages  over  an  invading  army. 
Our  system,  on  the  contrary,'  and  favourite  weapon^ 
were  now  of  little  use.  The  movement  of  solid  lines, 
and  the  imposing  aspect  of  a  charge  of  bayonets,  could 
not  be  injurious  to  troops  scattered  over  an  immense 
surface,  and*  frequently  acting  in  small  detached 
bodies,  which  alternately  occupied  and  abandoned  the 
eminences,  and  were  always  protected  by  the  long 
and  mischievous  shots  of  lurking  riflemen.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  latter  was  only  to  fire,  hide^  or  run^  as 
self-preservation,  assisted  by  *  skill  and  expemnoe, 
dictated. 

To  profit-  by  disaster,  and  learn  lessons  from  aa 
enemy,  may  be  said  to  constitute  one  of  the  first 
qualities  of  a  general.  In  this  respect,  the  royal  com- 
mander of  the  combined  army  was  not  deficient.  Ob- 
serving the  superiority  of  the  French  system,  and 
feeling  for  the  loss  which  it  produced  in  his  ranks^  he 
resolved,  to  introduce,  when  occasion  offered,  the  rifle 
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practice  into  the  British  ftervice.  Thi«  establishment 
accordingly  took  place  immediately  after  the  condn* 
sion  of  the  present  expedition,  and  selections  firom 
diffi&rent  regiments  being  made  by  the  c^ceis  of  the 
second  brigade  of  the  Royals,  the  new  Rifle  corps  was 
placed  under  Colonel  Coote  Manningham  .of  the  41i3t) 
as  the  chief,  and  Colonel  Stewart  of  the  67th  regiment, 
as  the  second  in  command. 

.  Bat  to. return  to  the  state  of  the  anny  in  North 
Holland.  General  Moore's  brigade  having  suffered 
prodigiously,  both  in  men  and  officers,  regiments  from 
the  main  column  were  continually  sent  to  its  soppcHrt, 
which  measure  became  indispensable,  as  the  forces  of 
the  enemy  increased  every  moment.  Only  the  fl2d 
regiment  and  some  of  the  Guards  remained  with  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  on  the  beach,  where  they  suffered 
very  much  by  a  galling  fire  from  the  hills,  and  at  the 
same  tin^e  a  strong  body  of  the.  French  appeared  on 
the  heights  above  Bergen.  • 

This  was  a  most  critical  moment;  for  the  Britisb 
on  the  sand*hills  were  esdiausted  by  fatigue,  and  were 
every  minute  weakened  in  numbers.  In  attempting  to 
storm  the  position  of  the  enemy,  they  were  driven 
back ;  notwithstanding  which,  their  natural  intrepidity 
seemed  to  rise  in  proportion  as  the  resistance  they 
met  with  became  formidable  and  destructive.  They 
accordingly  renewed  the  attack  with  unabated  fiiry; 
and  although  their  ranks  were  thinned  by  the  inces* 
sant  fire  of  the  French,  no  symptoms  of  fear  or  disorder 
appeared  among  them. 

At  tliis  critical  juncture,  when  the  79th  had  nearly 
lost  all  its  men  without  making  i^y  visible  impres- 
sion on  the  enemy,  the  remainder  of  the  column  le- 
ceived  orders  to  charge,  when  the  whole  pushed  up 
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the  heights  with  undaunted  vigour ;  and  raabiBg 
through  a  most  tremendous  fire,  drove  the  fi>e  firom 
their  position.  Our  guns  had  necessarily  been  ad- 
vanced to  check  the  French  artillery,  and  two  troops 
of  the  15th  light  Dragoons  were  detadbed  to  guard 
the  cannon.  Lord  Paget,  who  commanded  the  ca- 
valry,  ordered  them  to  lie  concealed  in  the  first  gap 
of  the  sand-hills,  in  order  to  take  the  enemy  by  sur- 
prise, should  any  attempt  be  made  to  seiae  the  guns. 
Vandamme,  the  French  general,  imagining  that  our 
artillery  was  unprotected,  determined  to  take  them, 
and  retrieve  the  day,  by  getting  in  the  rear  of  our 
right ;  accordingly,  five  hundred  cavalry  were  ordered 
to  charge  our  cannon,  of  which  they  soon  gained  pos- 
session ;  but  whilst  engaged  with  the  artillery  men, 
two  troops  of  the  15th  rushed  into  the  thickest  of  the 
enemy,  who  left  the  guns,  and  fled  in  all  directicms. 

Ashamed,  however,  of  being  defeated  by  a  haadfol 
of  men,  the  French  rallied)  and  advanced  again;  bat 
when  they  came  up  within  forty  yards,  the  third  troop 
of  the  15th  arrived,  and  drove  them  off  completely. 
The  British  cavalry  remained  all  night  on  the  beach, 
the  head  of  their  column  forming  a  line  mth  the  infan- 
try on  the  sand-hills;  but  neither  horses  nor  meo 
could  get  any  water ;  and  the  next  morning  the  troops 
were  so  worn  out,  that  it  was  determined  not  to  ad- 
vance till  they  had  been  refreshed.  Owing  to  the 
badness  of  the  roads,  however,  they  had  to  wait  in 
anxious  expectation  of  bread  and  liquor,  till  four  in 
the  afternoon. 

At  this  moment,  a  report  came,  that  the  French 
were  quitting  Epnont-op-Zee.  Not  a  moment  was 
to  be  lost;  the  troops  were  under  arms  immediately, 
and  marched  forwards  without  expressing  a  murmur 


MEMOIR  OP   THB    DUKE   OF   YOVR.  9BT 

of  discontent,  leaving  thrir  provinons  on  the  beach. 
It  was  thooght  that  there  would  have  been  a  battery 
to  attack  and  carry ;  bat  the  French  had  retired  alto* 
gether  firom  Egmont,  and  not  one  was  to  be-iseen  in 
a  pnrsnit  of  three  miles.  Alter  the  poots  in  front  had 
been  occupied,  the  infantry  went  into  cantonments, 
consisting  of  barns  and  huts ;  bnt  Uie  cavalry  lay  all 
night  on  tibe  beach,  and  were  again  without  water.. 

Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  the  horses  were  fifty, 
and  some  of  them  sixty  hours  without  hay  or  drink* 
The  whole  army,  indeed,  suffered  as  n^uch  almost  as 
toman  natore  could  endure,  but  victory  crovmed  their 
exertions,  and  sQKHsess  invigorated  their  courage. 

The  Duke  of  York,  in  his  official  despatch  to  govern- 
ment, bore  this  handsome  testimony  to  the  merits  of 
the  troops  wUch  he  commanded: — ''Under  Divine 
Providence,  this  signal  victory  obtained  oret  the 
enemy,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  animating  and  per- 
severing exertions  which  have  at  all  times  been  the 
characteristics  of  the  British  soldier;  and  which  on 
no  occaMon  were  ever  more  eminently  displayed :  nor 
has  it  often  fidlen  to  the  lot  of  any  general  to  have 
8«cb  just  cause  of  acknowledgment  for  the  distin^ 
guished  snppori  he  that  day  experienced'  from  the 
officers  under  his  command." 

On  the  ]Mlish  troops  apjHroaching  Alkroaar,  the 
gates  were  thrown  open,  the  Orange  flag  was  hoisted, 
and  the  bella  were  rung.  Stores,  forage,  and  provi- 
sions, in  abundance,  were  also  found ;  and  a  general 
ehange  in  the  nranidpal  government  took  place. 

Witii  this  progress  by  land,  the  flf>tilla  fitted  out  by 
Admiral  Milchd  kept  equal  pace.  A  small  squadron, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Bolton,  of  the  Wolve* 
tine,  proceeded    against   the  town  of  Lemmer,   the 
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gams6n  of  which  made  s<Mne  shew  of  resistance,  but 
vrithoat  effect,  and  possession  was  immbdiately  taken 
by  a  party  of  two  handled  seamen,  who  were  attadeed 
the  next  morning  on  all  sides  by  very  superior  num- 
bers. The  enemy,  however,  was  vigorously  repulsed 
witii  considerable  loss ;  while  the  British  had  neither 
a  man  killed  or  wounded.  After  these  successes,  the 
flotilla  coasted  onwards  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pampus, 
leading  to  the  inlet  called  the  Wye,  or  Y,  where  it 
captured  four  gud-boats»  destined  for  the  defence  of 
Amsterdam. 

.  The  enemy  now  concentrated  all  his  forces,  appa- 
rently, with  the  determination  to  risk  another  general 
engagement,  for  the  preservation  of  his  strong  position 
near  Beverwyck,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  Wye, 
which  divides  North  from  South  Holland.  This  estu- 
ary conununicates  with  the  Lake  of  Haerlem,  a  few 
miles  to  the  west  of  Amsterdam,  by  works  of  such  a 
stupendous  construction,  that  all  the  waters  of  the 
Zuyder  Zee  may  be  poured  down  on  the  southern 
provinces.  It  was,  therefore,  the  interest  of  the  allied 
forces  to  follow  up  their  successes  by  another  vigorous 
attack  on  the  enemy,  without  allowing  him  ta  profit  by 
the  strong  passes  and  advantages  of  Beverwyck. 

Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  October, 
the  advanced  posts  of  the  combined  army  pushed  for- 
ward, preparatory  to  a  general  movonent,  and  took 
possession  of  several  villages  and  sand-hills  in  front 
of  Beverwyck.  At  length  the  Russian  column,  under 
General  D'Essen,  in  attempting  to  gain  the  heights 
near  the  post  of  Baccum,  was  firmly  opposed  and 
attacked  by  a  strong  body  of  the  enemy's  troo^. 
Upon  this,. the  British  column  on  the  rights  under  Sir 
Balpb  Abercrombie,  marched  to  the  support  of.  tho 
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iliissiaiis ;  and  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time,  bringing 
np  fresh  forces,  the  action,  though  not  intended  to  hare 
been  fought  on  that  day,  became  general  along  the 
whole  line,  and  was  contested  with  fury  on  both  sides. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  French  cavalry,  ted 
on  by  G(eneral  Brune,  attacked « the  advanced  British 
and  Russian  lines  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the 
right  and  centre  began  to  give -way,  and  retire  upon 
the  villages  of  Egmont.  There,  however,  the  allied 
columns  made  a  determined  stand,  and  vigorously 
repulsed  the  enemy.  Meanwhile  the  brigade  of  Gene- 
ral CkK>te  had  marched  out  of  Bergen,  and  passing  by 
Alkmaar,  took  up  a  position  at  Lemmen,  which  it 
maintained  the  whole  day,  and  kept  the  enemy  effiDC* 
tnally  in  check  on  that  side. 

Though  the  evening  set  in  with  a  deluge  of  rain, 
tiie  engagement  contiiiued  with  variable  success,  but 
unabating  obstinacy.  Even  the  increasing  darkness, 
combined  with  the  tempestuous  weather,  did  not  ter^ 
minate  the  conflict.  The  fire  of  the  musketry  was 
incessant,  and  became  quite  vivid,  running  along 
the  undulating  Une  of  the  hills,  and  extending  into 
the  plain,  in  difieient  directions,  whilst  the  murky 
atmosphere  was  occasionally  illuminated  by  flashes 
of  artillery  and  the  light  of  exploding  shells.  At 
length  about  ten  o'clock  the  firing  ceased,  and  the 
enemy  abandoned  the  field.  The  British  and  Russian 
troops  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  occupying  the 
ground  where  the  acti<m  terminated,  a  little  to  the 
sonth  of  the  villages  of  Bgmont;  the  enemy  falling 
back  upon  his  positions  at  Beverwyck. 

In  this  battle  many  brave  and  valuable  men  were 
killed  or  wounded.  Major-general  Hutchinson  re- 
ceived a  rifle-bldl  in  his  thigh;   Colonel  Bainbrjdge 
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of  the  20tb^  and  Colonel  Dickson  of  the  4ihf  fell  daring 
the  action ;  and  Colonel  Maitland  of  the  Guards,  and 
Major  Campbell  of  the  20th,  died  afterwards  of  their 
wounds. 

The  regiments  that  suffered  most,  ^ere  the  third 
battalion  of  the  1st  Guards,  the  three  battalions  of  the 
4th  foot,  the  two  battalions  of  the  20th,  and  the  Slst 
and  63d  regiments.  The  loss  of  the  British,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  amounted  to  upwards  of  four- 
teen hundred,  including  seventy  officers.  That  of  the 
Russians  was  between  eleven  and  twelve  hundred. 

Five  hundred  prisoners,  mostly  Dutch,  were  taken ; 
but  of  tiie  actual  loss  sustained  by  the  enaay,  no 
estimate  could  be  formed,  that  being  a  point  upon 
which  the  French  always  observed  a  profound  se- 
crecy. 

The  allied  army  was  now  placed  in  cireipfistanees 
that  required  uncommon  talents  and  fortitude.  Directly 
opposed  to  it,  lay  a  vigilant  and  powerful  enemy,  in  a 
position  almost  impregnable,  and  strraigthenied  by  the 
accession  of  six  thousand  fresh  troops,  who  were  well 
sheltered  and  supplied  with  necessaries.  The  British 
and  Russians,  on  the  contrary,  were  far  from  their 
resources,  and  lay  exposed  in  an  inhospitable,  naked, 
and  exhausted  country.  Under  these  circumstances, 
prudence  dictated  a  retreat;  and  this  measure  was 
accordingly  resolved  upon  by  bis  royal  highness  the 
commander-in-chief,  after  a  consultation  with  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie  and  the  lieutenant-generals  of  the  army. . 

On  the  morning  after  the  battle,  all  the  men  were 
busUy  employed  in  preparing  some  kind  of  ^shelter 
against  the  weather ;  but  about  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  an  order  was  issued  for  the  troops  to  fall  in» 
and  the  diflerent  brigades  to  form  immediately.    It 
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was  dismally  dark,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents.  In 
this  situation  the  arrangements  were  at  length  effected, 
bat  in  great  confusion,  and  about  ten  o'clock  the  whole 
army  was  in  full  retreat,  the  right  wing  proceeding 
towards  Petten  along  the  sea  shore,  and  the  rest  by 
Alkmaar.  Fires  had  been  previously  kindled  on  the 
heights,  to  deceive  the  enemy ;  and  upon  the  whole,  the 
retreat  was  conducted  with  more  order  than  could  well 
have  been  expected.  The  intense  darkness  was  still 
accompanied  by  deluges  of  rain;  so  that  the  Whole 
country  was  a  quagmire ;  and  the  firmest  footing  lay 
in  the  pools  of  water. 

Notwithstanding  these  dangers  and  difficulties,  the 
greater  part  of  the  troops  arrived  safely  at  their  old 
quarters  near  the  Zype,  on  the  evening  of  the  8th ;  and 
those  who  had  been  kept  back  by  fatigue,  or  other 
circumstances,  came  in  on  the  following  day.  The 
medium  length  of  this  harassing  march,  was  about 
thirty  mUes.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  discovered  that 
the  allied  army  had  retrograded,  some  regiments  of 
French  chasseurs  were  despatched  to  observe  its 
motions.  These  cavalry  shewed  themselves  within 
cannon-shot  of  the  British  advanced  posts,  and  were 
enabled  to  make  some  prisoners^  among  whom  were 
about  three  hundred  women,  who  were  sent  to  Amster* 
dam;  but,  after  being  kept  there  three  days,  obtained 
permission  to  return ;  and  the  children  amongst  them 
were  both  tenderly  used,  and  presented  with  new 
clothes. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  the  combined  British  and 
Russians  occupied  all  their  old  posts ;  and  the  enemy 
at  the  same  time  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Alkmaar } 
from  whence,  on  the  following  day,  he  commenced 
offensive  operations  by  an  attack  upon  Winckel  and 
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Drixhom.  The  former  post  was  drfended  with  great 
spirit  by  Prince  William  of  Gloucester^  at  the  head 
of  the  90th  regiment;  which,  however,  after  some 
execution,  was  obliged  to  retire.  In  consequence  of 
the  loss  of  this  post,  it  became  expedient  to  inundate 
part  of  the  country  to  the  left  of  Schagen. 

As,  however,  every  thing  indicated  the  speedy  ap* 
proach  of  a  rigorous  winter;  and  it  was  impossible 
that  an  invading  army  could  be  maintained  until 
spring,  in  an  impoverished  country,  and  opposed  by  a 
superior  force,  furnished  with  all  the  requisites  for 
active  operations ;  it  was  determined  to  withdraw  the 
combined  troops  from  North  Holland,  and  to  return 
to  England  as  expeditiously  as  iK>s8ible. 

To  carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  two  expedients 
only  were  to  be  considered.  Either  to  lay  the  whole 
country  under  water,  or  to  negociate  an  armistioe  wiA 
the  enemy.  The  former  measure  was  thoroughly  prac- 
ticable ;  but  as  it  would  have  plunged  the  unofending 
inhabitants  in  utter  ruin,  and  was  repugnant  to  the 
feelings  of  the  commander-in-chief,  he  rejected  the 
idea,  and  chose  to  send  a  conciliatory  menage  to  the 
French  general  Brune.  The  overture  was  so  fisivour- 
ably  received,  that  General  Knox  went  to  Alkmaar  on 
the  15th,  as  the  bearer  of  the  following  Proposals : — ^ 

Bt  virtue  of  the  authority,  and  in  obedience  to  the  order,  of 
his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York,  commander-in-chief  of  the 
combined  English  and  Russan  army.  Major-general  Knox  will 
have  the  honour  of  communicating  with  General  Brune,  com'* 
mander-in-chief  of  the  French  and  Batavian  army,  and  of  stating 
to  him,  That  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
very  un&Yourable  and  unusual  state  of  the  weather  at  this 
season,  we  have  judged  it  expedient  to  reoccupy  the  position 
of  the  Zype. 
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That  in  this  situation,  with  cantonments  amply  adequate  to 
the  amotmt  of  our  foices,  having  an  nninterrupted  and  certain 
means  of  keeping  up  our  communication  with  Enghmd,  and 
masters  als  we  are  of  the  Helder,  the  Texel,  the  Znyder  Zee,  and 
the  ocean,  it  depends  upon  us  either  to  await  the  period  when 
a  favourable  change  of  weather  and  of  circumstances  may  enable 
us  to  renew  offensive  operations,  or  to  withdraw  our  aimy  by 
degrees,  and  without  risk,  from  this  country;  retaining  possession 
of  such  detached  points  as  might  be  judged  most  favourable  for 
annoying  the  enemy,  or  for  securing  real  advantage  to  our- 
selves. 

In  the  event  of  our  recurring  to  this  last-mentioned  measure, 
it  will  become  our  duty  to  negleet  no  means  which  can  con- 
tribute to  the  preservation  of  the  brave  troops  entrusted  to  our 
care ;  and  for  this  purpose,  (however  distressing,  however  ruinotts 
to  the  inhabitants  and  to  the  country,  the  alternative  may  be,)  we 
shall  be  compelled  to  avail  ourselves  of  those  dreadful  «zpediefils 
whfch  it  is  in  oar  pokier  to  adopC  Having  perfectly  at  our 
disposal  the  sea  dikes,  both  towards  the  ocean  and  the  Zuyder 
Zee,  as  well  as  the  interior  dikes ;  we  should,  in  that  case,  be 
reduced  to  the  terrible  necessity  of  inundating  the  whole  country 
of  North  Holland ;  and  of  adding  to  this  calamity  every  destruc- 
tive evil  which  must  necessarily  result  from  an  attempt  to  force 
or  interrupt  our  retreat.  We  should,  under  such  circumstances, 
also  be  constrained  to  make  use  of  the  ample  means  we  possess, 
of  rendering  the  navigation  of  the  Zuyder  Zee  hencefcnth  im- 
practicaUe,  by  obstructing  the  Mars  Diep,  and  destroying  the 
Nieuve  Diep, — works  upon  which  so  many  years'  labour,  and 
such  immense  sums,  have  been  expended. 

Our  system  of  carrying  on  war  having,  on  all  occasions,  been 
governed  by  the  most  liberal  principles,  necessity,  and  the 
strongest  sense  of  duty,  could  alone  induce  us  to  adopt  a 

I 

system  repugnant  to  the  sentiments  whidi  have  ever  directed 
the  conduct  of  the  English  nation.  From  these  considerations, 
and  from  our  persuasion  that  General  Brune  and  the  Dutch 
people  must  be  actuated  by  similar  motives,  and  equally  desirous 
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to  prevent  an  iueless  effusion  of  blood,  by  the  amicable  arrange- 
ment of  a  point  which  is  perhaps  the  object  of  both  parties ; 
and  from  oar  anxiety,  in  case  of  a  different  result,  to  stand 
justified  to  the  whole  universe,  from  whatever  destruction  may 
in  consequence  devolve  upon  this  country,  we  propose  and 
offer  to  Greneral  Brune,  and  to  the  Batavian  Republic, — ^That 
the  English  and  Russian  troops  shall  evacuate,  before  the  end 
of  November  next,  all  the  coasts,  the  islands,  and  the  interior 
navigation,  of  Holland,  without  committing  any  act  detrimental 
to  the  great  sources  of  its  navigation,  or  laying  the  country 
under  any  inundations:  for  this  purpose,  we  propose,  that  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  shall  take  place  until  the  period  above 
specified ;  that,  during  this  interval,  we  shall  remain  in  full 
possession  of  all  the  points,  and  of 'the  whole  extent  of  country 
we  occupy  at  this  moment;  that  the  line  of  the  respective 
advanced  posts  shall  also  be  that  of  separation  between  the 
two  annies ;  and  that  this  line  shall  not,  under  any  pretence, 
be  passed  by  the  troops  of  either,  even  m  the  event  of  our 
choosing  to  retire  from  any  part  of  our  present  position,  or  of 
our  quitting  it  altogether.-^That  during  the  above-mentioned 
interval,  no  inteiference  shall  be  allowed,  nor  any  objections  be 
started,  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  either  of  the  parties 
withm  the  limits  of  their  respective  possessions;  and  that  all 
the  rights  of  war  (every  act  of  hostUity  excepted)  shall  continue 
mutually  in  force. — That  we  will  grant  to  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  occupied  by  us,  every 
protection  consistent  with  discipline,  in  the  circumstances  under 
which  we  are  placed,  and  all  the  advantages  which  the  conduct 
generally  observed  by  British  troops  entities  them  to  expect  on 
such  an  oocasbn. — ^if  these  proposals  accord  with  tiie  wishes, 
and  are  conformable  to  the  intentions,  of  General  Brune,  there 
can  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  carrying  them  into  execution 
m  three  days  from  the  date  hereof. 

By  Order  of  his  Royal  H^hness, 

the  Commander-in-Chief. 

H.  Taylor,  Sec.  . 
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Tbe  reply  of  the  French  general  was  as  follows : —   • - 


The  Duke  of  Yoric,  oommaiider-iii-chief  of  the  English  army, 
proposes  that  a  cessation  of  hostilities  shall  take  place,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Approach  of  the  inclement  season.  He  promises 
to  withdraw  from  the  Batavian  territory,  between  the  present 
period  and  the  end  of  November  neart,  the  whole  army  under 
his  command ;  and  consents  that  no  damage  shall  be  committed, 
no  sluices  opened,  or  dikes  broken  up,  on  condition  of  his  retreat 
not  being,  molested  by  the  French  and  Batavian  army.  These 
motives  would  not  have  been  brought  forward  by  the  Duke  of 
York,  if  he  had  considered  himself  possessed  of  means  sufficient 
for  advancing  into  the  co|mtry;  for,  in  that  case,  he  would  have 
had  the  facility  of  extending  his  quarters,  of  {»ocuring  subsist- 
ence, and,  in  short,  of  placing  himself  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
inconveniendea  arising  from  the  unfavourable  season.  We 
ought  consequently  to  look  to  advantages  in  an  arrangement, 
proportionate  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  forces  under  his  com? 
mand.  The  terms  proposed  by  the  Duke  of  York,  contain 
nothing  but  what  would  be  the  necessary  result  of  a  cessation 
of  hostilities.  It  can  scarcely  be  supposed  that  the  Duke  of 
York  will  cause  the  dikes  to  be  destroyed,  the  country  to  be 
inundated,  and  the  viDages  to  be  bnmty  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  committing  such  acts  of  violence,«--as  such  conduct  would  be 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  war,  and  must  draw  upon  him  the  repro- 
bation of  all  Europe,  and  of  his  own  nation.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, evident,  that  the  Duke  of  York  would  confine  himself  to 
such  measures  as  might  be  useful  to  his  own  army,  or  detrimaital 
to  ouiB ;  but  we  look  upon  such  accklents  as  inseparable  from  a 
staleof  war.  No  object  of  advantage  to  us  appears,  therefore,  to 
result  from  the  proposals  which  have  been  made.  Since,  how* 
ever,  the  sufferings  of  humanity  come  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Dake  of  York,  General  Bnme  is  ready  to  meet  this  honour- 
able feeling;  and,  in  doing  so,  declares  that  the  following  stipu- 
lations, on  which  he'oftrs  to  consent  to  a  suspension  of  hostili* 
ties,  are  so  obviously  just,  that  he  cannot  depart  from  them  :-^  . 
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Art.  I.  The  Batavian  fleet,  whieh  watMrneodefed  to  Admiral 
Mitchel  by  Admiral  Story,  shall  be  restored  to  the  BataYian 
Republic,  with  its  storea  and  crews.  In  cate  the  Duke  of  York 
shall  not  be  invested  with  sufficient  power  to  comply  with  this 
article,  his  royal,  highness  shall  engage  to  obtain  from  his  court 
an  equivalent  compensation. 

.  Art  H.  Fifteen  thousand  prisoners  of  war,  French  and  Bate* 
yians,  detained  in  England,  shall  be  conditicxiaUy  rdeased  and 
sent  home*  The  mode  of  selection,  and  the  proportion  for  each 
country,  to  be  settled'  between  the  governments  of  the  two 
republics.  The  Batavian  admiral,  De  Winter,  shall  be  considered 
as  exchanged.  This  article  shall  in  no  degree  prejudice  or  inter- 
fisre  with  the  cartel  of  exchange  at  present  established. 

Art.  III.  The  batteries  and  fort  of  the  Holder  shall  be  re- 
stored in  the  condition  in  whidi  they  were  Caund  at  die  period 
of  the  invasion  of  the  English  and  Russian  army.  An  officer  of 
sMiUery  shall  be  sent  to  the  Hdder,  by  Oeaeval  Bmne,  to  see 
that  tins  article  is  complied  with. 

Art.  IV.  The  army  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York 
siiaU,  within  forty-eigfat  hours,  evacuate  the  position  of  the  Zype ; 
Its  advanced  poets  shall  be  withdrawn  to  the  height  of  Cailants 
Oga.  The  fVench  and  Bataviaii  army  shall  pmserve  the  posi- 
tions it  occupies  at  present,  taking  up,  howev^er,  its  advanced 
pdsttf  at  Petten,  Krebendam,  Schagenbrug,  and  Colhom.  It 
shall  have  merely  a  vidette  at  the  height  of  Gallants  Oge. 

Art  V.  The  troops,  eomposing  the  English  and  RuaiiaA 
army,  ahall  be  embarked  successively^  and  as  speedily  as  pos«> 
Mhle.  All  the  British  shipping  diall  quit  the  Texel,  and  all  the 
£n|^h  and  Russian  troops  be  witibdrawn  from  the  seas,  ooasts^ 
and  islands  of  the  Batavian  RepoUie,  before  the  20th  of  Novem- 
her  next,  atid  shall  not  dainagle  the  grsat  souroes  of  Davigstiout 
or  oecasion  any  inmldation  in  Ihe  oountry* 

Art  VI.  All  ships  of  war^  or  other  vesseb,  btving  <Ni  boaid 
reinforcements  tat  the  combined  £b|^  4ud  Russian  antiy, 
sliall  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possiUei  without  landing  the 
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Art.  VII.  To>  guarantee  the  execution  of  these  articles,  hos- 
tages shall  be  given  by  the  Duke  of  York,  to  be  selected 
amongst  the  officers  of  rank  in  his  anny.  .    . 

By  Order  of 

General  Brune, 

Commander-in-chief  of  the  combined 
French  and  Batavian  army. 

Vevey,  Sec. 

After  considering  this  explanatory  note,  his  toyaf 
highness  the  commander-in-chief  sent  back  General 
Knox  with  the  following  Answer,  and  full  powers  to» 
settle  every  point  relating  to  his  mission.  > 

Head-quarters,  Schagenburg,  Oct  17.    * 

•      i 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  jo(  York,  6oau|iander-ia.-<^ief 
of  the  combined  £ngiish  and  Russian  anny,.propoBed  to  General 
Brune,  commander •in^chief  of  the  French,  and  Batavian  army; 
an  arrangement  equally  to  the  advantage  of  both  parties,  origin 
nating  in  his  desire  to  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  and 
to  preserve  this  country  from  the  terrible  effects  of  an  ioun-v 
dation,  as  also  from  the  destruction  of  the  best  of  its  poits^ 
involving  the  total  ruin  of  the  principal  channel  of  its  interior 
navigation  and  commerce. — In  answer  to  which,  General  Brun» 
observes,  that  he  cannot  imagine  his  Royal  Highness  will  recur 
to  measures  not  less  revolting  to  haunanity  than  repu^ant  to 
the  character  of  the  British  nation,' and  to  the. general,  feeling. oC 
all  Europe. — Devastation  or  destructioii  is  certainly  incompa- 
tible with  the  character  and,  with  the  uniform  conduct  .of.  ihe* 
Fnglish  nation;  and  as  little  do  dther  afccord.with  the  di^MH 
sition  of  his  royal  highness  the  coniniander'in-tchief;  hut  there 
are  duties  peremptorily  prescribed  by  the  nature  of  particuhr 
situations,  the  odium  of  which  must  Ml,  not  on  those  who  exe-> 
cute,  but  on  such  as  render  the  measures. necessary,  by  fgecting. 
the  conditions  of  a  just  and  honourable  agreement.  .  Deeply 

3b 
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impraifled  with  what  b  due  to  his  oountiy  on  the  one  handy 
and  to  the  daimt  of  hiunanby  on  the  other,— persuaded  like^ 
wise,  that  Geneial  Bmoe  is  equally  guided  by  these  sentiments^ 
his  royal  highness  has  taken  his  proposals  into  consideiation, 
and  consents  to  abide  by  the  agreement  as  it  stands  in  the 
imswers  annexed  to  the  different  articles. 

Major-general  Knox,  who  is  charged  therewith,  is  authorized 
to  sign  and  conclude  this  agreement,  as  well  as  to  arrange 
any  points  of  detail  which  may  arise  out  of  it.  It  being  the 
duty  of  every  officer  commanding  hia  Britannic  Majesty's  troops, 
to  make  an  exact  report  of  whatever  relates  to  his  command, 
his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York  will,  of  course,  lay  before 
the  British  goyemment  every  communication  which  has  taken 
place  between  his  royal  highness  and  General  Brune. 

Answer  to  Art  L-^His  royal  highness  will  on  no  account 
treat  upon  this  article,  the  execution  of  which,  it  must  be  evident 
lo  bodi  parties,  is  impossible. 

Answer  to  Art  II.-— Iliis  demand  appears  to  rest  upon  a  sup* 
posed  loss  the  combined  army  must  sustain,  should  its  embark* 
ation  be  resolved  upon.  It  is  by  no  means  admitted  that  such 
would  be  the  result;  but  as,  in  the  event  of  the  army's  carrying 
on  tiie  campaign  during  the  winter,  the  loss  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  men  must  naturally  be  expected,  his  royal  highness, 
inlluenced  by  this  consideiation,  agrees  to  promise,  in  the  name 
of  the  British  government,  that  five  thousand  French  and  Beta* 
vian  prisoners,  the  proportmn  of  eadi  to  be  regulated  aoooiding 
Id  the  torms  of  the  article,  shall  be  unconditionally  irieased  and 
sent  home.  Nodiing  Anther  in  this  article  can  be  agreed  to. 
•  Answer  to  Art  IIL^The  fort  and  batteries  of  the  Holder  will 
be  lef^  generally  conndered,  in  an  improved  state.  None  of  the 
Ihlldi  artillery  diall  be  carried  away. 

Answer  to  Art.  IV.— On  no  account  will  it  be  considewd  that 
tiM  army  dmll  be  withdrawn  from  the  poirftion  of  Zype,  until 
efery  preparation  r^nisite  tk>  render  its  embafkation  easy  and 
complete  can  be  arranged  at  the  HeMer.  It  mnsfr  be  evident, 
diatitcaimot  be  demMe  that  any  ^ky  should  take  phoe  in 

•  A. 
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Aw  respect  No  ndiitiM  shall  be  made  to  tlie  wodu  at  tU 
Zype,  and  peBKMis  properly  aatiioriae^  shall  be  admitted  fram 
lime  to  tiioe,  to  ascertaia  and  report  upon  this  pobt,  for  the 
satisfactioQ  of  Qeneral  Bnme ;  but  no  aimed  detachment  will 
be  permitted  to  9|>proach,  or  to  take  post,  nearer  than  thej 
already  are  to  our  position.  It  must  be  further  understood  thatt 
on  his  part.  General  Brune  will  not  aUow  any  approaches  or 
offensive  preparations,  to  be  carried  on;  and  that  the  French 
and  Batavian  army  shall  remain  in  the  line  of  advanced  posts 
which  it  occupies  at  present,  which  shall  also  be  the  line  of 
separation  between  the  two  armies  respectively. 

Answer  to  Art  V. — The  embarkation  of  the  English  an<t 
Russian  troops  will  take  place  widi  all  possible  expedition ;  and 
at  dus  season  of  the  year  any  unnecessary  delay  will  naturally 
be  avoided  as  much  as  posriUe;  and  to  prevent  any  diiBculty, 
or  future  discussion  upon  this  point,  it  is  proposed  that  the 
suspension  of  hostilities  shall  be  limited  to  the  end  of  liie  month 
of  November  next,  in  Older  to  seonie  suffieient  time  for  the  com-' 
piefte  evacuati<m  of  the  country,  whidi,  however,  shafl  be  effected 
sooner  if  practioaMe* 

Answer  to  Art  VI.— llie  ships  of  war,  or  other  vesseb  imme^ 
diately  expected  with  reinlbroemeats  for  the  combilied  English 
and  Russian  army,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  sent,  shall  not 
land  their  troops,  but  shall  put  to  sea  again  as  soon  as  possible.  , 

Answer  to  Art  VII. — Hostages  shall  be  reciprocally  given,  to 
be  selected  among  the  oflScers  of  rankof  the  two  armies,  to 
guarantee  the  execution  of  this  agreement 


By  Older  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York; 
commander-in-chief  of  the  combined  English 
and  Russian  army. .    . 

H.  Taylor,  See. 

G^oeral  Knox,  on  rapidriiig .  to  tbe  Fireock  kenl 
faartera,  fouad  the  gveatasi  di«poMlioB  im  tbe  pert  ef 
Ceneral  finrne  to  enter  prompdy  intP  an.  eniiceMe 
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agre^ement ;  but  in  the  mean  tune  a  letter  came  (h>m 
the  Dutch  directory^  insisting  on  the  delivering  of  the 
fleet  as  a  sine  qua  non.  On  the  article  of  prisoners  to  be 
restored^  the  French  general  consented  to  lower  the 
fiumber  to  eight  thousand ;  which  proposal  met  with 
the  assent  of  his  royal  highness^  who^  however,  peremp- 
torUy  refused  to  yield  on  the  other  point,  declaring,  that 
father  than  give  up  the  shipping,  he  would  abide  all 
consequences,  and  put  an  immediate  end  to  the  nego- 
ciation.*  This  spirited  resolve  had  its  effect,  the  Dutch 
government  abandoned  their  demand  ;  the  other  terms 
were  adjusted  without  difficulty,  and  on  the  18th  of 
Pctober»  the  agreement  being  concluded  at  Alkmaar, 
hostilities  ceased,  Creneral  Knox  being  to  rqmain  ast 
a  hostage,  tall  the  fulfilment^  of  the  stipulations. 
J  On  the  28d  the  detachments  of  cavalry  began  to 
embark  at  the  NietiVe  Diep,  and  were  speedily  followed 
by  the  other  troops,  who  marched  successively  into 
the  Helder^  as  the  transports  were  got  ready  for  their 
reception. 

•  The  Dt&e  of  York  having  thus' settled  every  thing 
for  the  present  safety  and  transportation  of  the  army, 
embarked  himself  on  the  first  of  November  in  the  Jano 
frigate,  and^  after  a  stormy  passage  of  two  days,  landed 
in  perfect  health  at  Yarmouth, 

After  his  departure,  the  conduct  of  the  remaining 
embarli^tion  devolved  on  Sir  James  Pulteney,  assisted 
by  Adniiral  Dixon,  who  had  succeeded  Sir  Andrew 
Mitchel  in  the  command  of  the  North  Sea  fleet.  This 
troublesome  service  was  aided  by  the  good  offices  of 
the  French  general  who  commanded  at  the  Helder. 
£very  thing  of  value,  except  some  cart-horses  that  were 
gtv€»i  to'tbe  poor  inhabitantli,  was  removed,  and  all  just 
demands  were  satisfied.    By  the  30tb,  the  whole  of  the 
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combined  forces  had  left  the  Texd ;  and  though  some 
casualties  happened^  they  were  less  tiian  might  have 
been  expected  from  the  extent  of  the  embarkation 
and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
'  Thus  ended  ai|  ente^rise  which  had  excited  nni- 
versal  observation  from  its  magnitude  and  direction. 
That  it  failed  of  ultimate  success^  was,  however, 
not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  the  delay 
which  took  place,  and  the  lateness  of  the  season  when 
the  principal  operations  conmienced.  Over  these 
causes  the  commander-in-chief  had  no  control;  and 
it  was  allowed  on  all  hands,  even  by  those  persons 
who  were  more  disposed  to  find  faults  than  to  excuse 
errors,  that  the  military  plan  was  well  digested,  and 
admirably  calculated  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
intended  object 

^Little  doubt  indeed  can  be  made,  that,  had  the  ex- 
pedition been  despatched  earlier,  and  all  the  forces 
landed  on  an  extensive  field,  where  they  could  have 
operated  with  effect,  the  result  would  have  been  more 
favourable  to  the  cause  which  the  British  government 
contemplated, — that  of  delivering  Holland  from  the 
dominion  of  France.  Even  as  it  was,  we  may  say 
with  the  author  of  the  only  authentic  narrative  ever 
published  of  the  expedition,  and  which  we  have  closely 
followed,  many  important  advantages  were  gained ; — 
an  hostile  navy,  being  the  last  remnant  of  the  mari- 
time power  of  a  nation  which  once  rivalled  England 
on  the  ocean,  was  brought  away ; — a  considerable 
army,  which  the  French  could  at  no  time  so  badly 
spare,  was  separated  from  the  great  theatre  of  the 
war ; — and,  in  addition,  the  campaign  in  Holland  was 
productive  of  experience  and  reputation  to  the  British 
army. 
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Heretofore  these  troops  had  aieted  cMiIy  in  a  svbor^ 
difuUe  and  secondary  rank  on  the  European  oontiaeat^ 
but  in  this  instance  they  were  principals;  and  an* 
questionably  their  intrepid  yalonr  in  the  field,  their 
moderation  and  humanity  in  victory,  and  their  fiHrti- 
tode  under  adyerse  cironmstanoes,  reflected  a  poEui- 
iMBit  lustre  on  themselTes  and  the  service  to  which 
they  bdonged. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


PROM  A.  D.  1799  TO  1803. 

Conjunct  expeditions  which  fail  of  success,  generally 
give  rise  to  disputes,  each  commander  endeavouring 
to  throw  the  blame  of  miscarriage  upon  one  or  other 
of  his  colleagues.  In  the  present  instance,  the  British 
chief,  though  he  had  reason  enough  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  his  foreign  auxiliaries,  was  so  far 
from  taking  the  advantage  which  his  rank  and  situa- 
tion afforded,  that  he  made  it  his  business  to  intercede 
with  the  emperor  of  Russia  on  behalf  of  the  troops 
that  had  fallen  under  his  imperial  displeasure.  It 
has  already  been  stated,  that  Creneral  D'Essen,  in  his 
public  and  private  despatches,  made  the  most  unjust 
reflections  first  upon  the  British  government,  and  next 
upon  his  own  soldiers,  all  of  whom  he  taxed  with  dis- 
orderly conduct  in  the  late  campaign ;  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  Paul,  who  always  acted  upon  the 
impulse  of  passion,  broke  the  very  regiments  which 
had  done  their  duty,  and  even  v^ited  his  wrath  upon 
others  who  had  not  been  disembarked  when  the  battles 
occurred  which  gave  occasion  for  censure.  As  soon 
as  Count  Woronxow,  the  Russian  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  London,  and  who  also  hdd  high  military 
rank  in  his  country's  service,  was  apprised  df  this 
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indiscriminate  condemnation,  he  immediately  waited 
upon  the  Duke  of  York,  to  obtain  from  his  royal  high- 
ness an  exact  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  foreign 
troops  that  had  been  under  his  command  in  Holland. 
Such,  however,  was  the  promptitude  of  the  Duke,  and 
his  anxious  wish  to  rescue  brave  and  worthy  men 
from  unmerited  reproach,  that  without  waiting  for  an 
application  from  the  count,  he  had  already  written  and 
sent  to  his  excellency  the  following  explicit  and  satis- 
factory statement  of  what  be  personally  knew' of  the 
Russian  troops  in  the  late  expedition : — 

January  14,  1800. 
''  Having  learnt,  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  in  consequence  of  inaccurate  and 
imcertain  reports,  has  signified  his  displeasure  to  the 
whole  of  the  Russian  troops  who  had  been  in  Hol- 
land, I  think  it  my  duty,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure,  to 
do  justice  to  .  several  regiments,  who,  in  different 
actions  with  the  enemy,  have  evinced  as  much  order 
as  bravery.  The  musketeers  of  General  Sedmoratzky, 
and  the  battalion  of  Erichsen  grenadiers,  in  the  battie 
of  the  19th  of  September,  took  possession  of  the  vil-' 
lage  of  Warmanhuysen,  made  seven  hundred  pri- 
soners, and  took  three  pieces  of  cannon.  On  the  2d 
of  October,  the  same  three  battalions  made  themselves 
masters  of  two  batteries  near  the  calial  of  Alkmaar, 
forcing  the  enemy  to  retreat ;  and  in  the  last  action, 
on  the  6th  of  October,  they  took  the  village  of  Bac- 
oum,  again  making  some  prisoners.  In  the  battie  of 
the  19th  of  October,  the  whole  regiment  of  Fersen 
musketeers  was  with  the  right  wing  of  the  English, 
and  its  discipline  and  bravery  merit  the  highest  praise. 
The  battalions  of  grenadiers  of  Majors  Ogaren  and. 
Mitaschin  were  not  disembarked  before  all  the  other 


MBIfOIR  OP  THB  DUKB  OP   YORK.  065 

troops  had  lai^ed^  on  which  account  they  could  not 
join  the  anny  till  after  the  unfortunate  battle  ef  the 
19th ;  but  in  t}ie  actions  of  the  2d  and  6th  tl^y  dis- 
tinguished themselves^  as  did  also  the  regiment  of 
JBmme,  by  order  and  bravery. 

**  I  have  been  an  eye^- witness  of  the  order  and  bra- 
very with  which  all  these  corps  fought  against  the 
enen^y,  and  l|ave  always  testified  to  them  my  sati8<- 
faction ;  it  was,  therefore,  with  regret  I  observed  that 
they  had  incurred  his  Imperial  Majesty's  displeasure, 
which  would  not  h^ve  been  the  case  had  their  praise- 
worthy behaviour  been  properly  represented.  I  should 
certainly  not  have  omitted  to  write  myself  to  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  had  I  not  been  afraid  to  discom- 
mode him ;  but  since  I  know  how  much  his  Imperial 
Majesty  is  attached  to  his  army,  and  with  what  satis- 
faction he  administers  justice  to  every  individual,  | 
think  it  my  duty  to  apply  to  your  Excellency,  as 
.commander-in-chief  of  the  Russian  troops  in  Eng- 
land, persuaded  that  you  wUl  fed  with  me  how  pain- 
ful it  must  be  to  these  brave  s<ddiers  to  have  done 
their  duty,  and  nevertheless  to  be  loaded  with  the 
displeasure  of  his.  Imperial  Majesty ;  and  that  you  will 
omit  nothing  in  your  reports  to  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
Jbo  do  justice  to  those  who  huve  rendered  themselves 
.deserving  of  it." 

(Signed)        ''  F&ed£Ric&." 

This  testimonial,  though  addressed  to  the  ambas- 
sador, was  intended  for  the  emperor ;  upon  whom  i^ 
had  so  far  a  salutary  effect,  that  4ie  caused  the  regi- 
ment named  Sawali^schin  to  be  restored,  and  to  have 
new  colours,  bearing  a  honourable  inscription  ijf  ^ts 
bravery. 

3r 
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It  is  rather  remarkable,  however,  that  about  the 
time  when  the  Duke  of  York  was  thus  sponta- 
neously engaged  in  rescuing  foreign  soldiers  from 
unmerited  disgrace,  he  should  be  called  on,  instmmen* 
tally,  to  disband  a  British  regiment.  The  corps  which 
underwent  this  heavy  judgment,  was  the  5th,  or  Royal 
Irish  Dragoons ;  and  as  the  occasion  was  remarkable, 
the  particulars  may  not  be  undeserving  of  detail  in  this 
place. 

The  regiment  had  served  with  great  credit  in  the 
late  rebellion,  on  the  suppression  of  which  it  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  the  barracks  of  Lehauns^ 
town ;  but  soon  after,  an  order  was  received  for  the 
strength  of  the  corps  to  proceed  to  Dublin,  leaving  a 
few  men  of  each  troop  to  take  charge  of  the  heavy 
baggage,  sick  men,  and  horses.  The  officers  who 
commanded  them  were  also  directed  to  receive  eligible 
recruits.  Many  fine-looking  young  fellows  were  ac- 
cordingly enlisted ;  particularly  at  a  place  called  Cas- 
tle-Comer, and  these  were  all  sent  off  to  head* 
quarters,  without  any  inquiry  having  been  previously 
made  into  their  history,  character,  or  connexions. 
Almost  all  of  these  men,  as  the  event  afterwards 
proved,  were  rebel  partisans,  and  had. insinuated  them- 
selves among  the  5th  Dragoons,  agreeable  to  a  pre- 
concerted plan  for  surprising  Lehaunstown,  to  which 
place  all  the  recruits,  and  men  unfit  for  immediate 
service,  were  transmitted.  A  conspiracy  was  in  con- 
sequence entered  into  by  these  new-comers,  in  con- 
cert with  the  rebels  of  the  adjoining  districts  ;  and 
the  design  was,  that  on  a  certain  night  an  attack 
should  be  made  on  the  garrison,  whose  whole  efiective 
force  did  not  exceed  seventy  men,  many  of  whom  were 
invalids.    The  recruits  to  a  man  were  concerned  in 
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this  black  affair,  and  the  massacre  of  every  officer  and 
soldier  was  only  prevented  one  hour  before  the  atro- 
cious deed  was  to  have  taken  place.  The  conspirators 
were  seized,  and  suffered  according  to  their  deserts. 
The  whole  corps,  however,  fell  under  such  strong 
suspicion,  that  orders  were  sent  for  its  removal  to 
Chatham,  where^  after  a  particular  investigation  of 
the  circumstances,  the  negligence  of  the  officers,  and 
the  want  of  discipline  among  the  men,  produced  a 
royal  decision,  by  which  the  entire  establishment  was 
dissolved,  and  all  the  privates  were  drafted  into  other 
regiments. 

The  year  1800  began  with  two  constitutional  changes 
of  eventful  importance.  The  first  was  the  conversion 
of  the  French  republic  into  a  state  approaching  to  a 
monarchy ;  for  though  the  government  was  confided  to 
three  consuls  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  the  real 
authority  was  engrossed  by  the  first,  who  had  power  to 
promulge  laws,  and  appoint  the  members  of  the  council 
of  state,  ^s  well  as  all  military  and  naval  officers.  This 
high  station  was  seized  by  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  who 
signalized  his  accession  to  the  dignity  by  announcing 
the  fact  in  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  inviting 
him  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for  peace.  This  epis* 
tie  was  accompanied  with  a  brief  note  from  Talley- 
rand, the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  to  Lord 
Grenville ;  who  replied,  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  at 
much  greater  length,  stating,  **  that  no  reliance  could 
be  placed  on  the  mere  renewal  of  general  professions 
of  pacific  dispositions,  which  had  been  repeatedly  held 
out  by  all  those  who  successively  directed  the  re- 
sources  of  France  to  the  destruction  of  Europe.*' 

It  was  next  observed,  that  his  Majesty  would 
greatly  rejoice  to  find  that  the  necessity  of  resistance 
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It  is  rather  remarkable^  however,  that  about  the 
time  when  the  Dake  of  York  waa  thus  sponta- 
neously engaged  in  rescuing  foreign  soldiers  from 
unmerited  disgrace,  he  should  be  called  on,  instmmen- 
tally,  to  disband  a  British  regiment.  The  corps  which 
underwent  this  heavy  judgment,  was  the  5th,  or  Royal 
Irish  Dragoons ;  and  as  the  occasion  was  remarkable, 
the  particulars  may  not  be  undeserving  of  detail  in  this 
place. 

The  regiment  had  served  with  great  credit  in  the 
late  rebellion,  on  the  suppression  of  which  it  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  the  barracks  of  Lehauns^ 
town ;  but  soon  after,  an  order  was  received  for  the 
strength  of  the  corps  to  proceed  to  Dublin,  leaving  a 
few  men  of  each  troop  to  take  charge  of  the  heavy 
baggage,  sick  men,  and  horses.  The  officers  who 
commanded  them  were  also  directed  to  receive  eligible 
recruits.  Many  fine-looking  young  fellows  were  ac* 
cordingly  enlisted ;  particularly  at  a  place  called  Cas- 
tle-Comer, and  these  were  all  sent  off  to  head* 
quarters,  without  any  inquiry  having  been  previously 
made  into  their  history,  character,  or  connexions. 
Almost  all  of  these  men,  as  the  event  afterwards 
proved,  were  rebel  partisans,  and  had. insinuated  them- 
selves among  the  5th  Dragoons,  agreeable  to  a  pre- 
concerted plan  for  surprising  Lehaunstown,  to  which 
place  all  the  recruits,  and  men  unfit  for  immediate 
service,  were  transmitted.  A  conspiracy  was  in  con- 
sequence entered  into  by  these  new-comers,  in  con- 
cert with  the  rebels  of  the  adjoining  districts  ;  and 
the  design  was,  that  on  a  certain  night  an  attack 
should  be  made  on  the  garrison,  whose  whole  efiective 
force  did  not  exceed  seventy  men,  many  of  whom  were 
invalids.    The  recruits  to  a  man  were  concerned  in 
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this  black  affair,  and  the  massacre  of  every  officer  and 
soldier  was  only  prevented  one  hour  before  the  atro- 
cious deed  was  to  have  taken  place*  The  conspirators 
were  seized,  and  suffered  according  to  their  deserts. 
The  whole  corps,  however,  fell  under  such  strong 
suspicion,  that  orders  were  sent  for  its  removal  to 
Chatham,  where^  after  a  particular  investigation  of 
the  circumstances,  the  negligence  of  the  officers,  and 
the  want  of  discipline  among  the  men,  produced  a 
royal  decision,  by  which  the  entire  establishment  was 
dissolved,  and  all  the  privates  were  drafted  into  other 
regiments. 

The  year  1800  began  with  two  constitutional  changes 
of  eventful  importance.  Tlie  first  was  the  conversion 
of  the  French  republic  into  a  state  approaching  to  a 
monarchy ;  for  though  the  government  was  confided  to 
three  consuls  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  the  real 
authority  was  engrossed  by  the  first,  who  had  power  to 
promulge  laws,  and  appoint  the  members  of  the  council 
of  state,  ^s  well  as  all  military  and  naval  officers.  This 
high  station  was  seized  by  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  who 
signalized  his  accession  to  the  dignity  by  announcing 
the  fact  in  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  inviting 
him  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for  peace.  This  epis* 
tie  was  accompanied  with  a  brief  note  from  TallejF- 
rand,  the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  to  Lord 
Grenville ;  who  replied,  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  at 
much  greater  length,  stating,  ''  that  no  reliance  could 
be  placed  on  the  mere  renewal  of  general  professions 
of  pacific  dispositions,  which  had  been  repeatedly  held 
out  by  all  those  who  successively  directed  the  re- 
sources  of  France  to  the  destruction  of  Europe.*' 

It  was  next  observed,  that  his  Majesty  would 
greatly  rejoice  to  find  that  the  necessity  of  resistance 
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It  was  confidently  expected  that  this  connexion, 
by  putting  a  complete  tennination  to  all  national  pie- 
judices,  would  have  brought  about  a  general  improye- 
ment  of  the  state  of  Ireland.  That  such  was  the 
object  of  the  plan  cannot  be  called  in  question,  for 
certain  it  is  that  England  had  nothing  to  gain  by  the 
Union,  further  than  what  wopld  arise  from  a  consoli- 
dation of  the  joint  interests,  energies,  and  strength  of 
the  empire. 

More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  however,  has 
passed  away,  and  yet  the  hopes  which  gave  rise 
to  this  great  act  of  policy,  instead  of  being  realized 
to  any  extent,  have  utterly  failed;  and  while  every 
other  part  of  the  kingdom  presents  an  increase  of 
intellectual  energy,  Ireland  alone  exhibits,  with  all  the 
means  of  intellectual  and  social  advapcement,  a  de- 
plorable spectacle  of  moral  stagnation.  An  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  this  national  fatuity,  would  be 
foreign  to  the  subject  of  the  present  work ;  but  it  is  a 
fact  too  striking  to  escape  notice,  that  in  proportion 
as  concessions  have  been  made,  and  measures  adopted 
for  the  improvement  of  Ireland,  the  condition  of  the 
country  has  become  worse,  and  the  spirit  of  the  people 
ferocious.  It  should  seem,  therefore,  that  until  a  revo- 
lution is  effected  in  the  principles  and  manners  of  the 
natives,  by  which  they  may  be  brought  to  a  state  of 
mental  Ireedom,  and  a  correspondent  habit  of  indus- 
trious exertion,  every  compliance  with  their  clamorous 
demands  must  prove  equally  impolitic  and  injurious. 

From  this  unpleasant  digression,  we  must  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  simplicity  of  narrative  ;  and  the  record  of 
two  incidents,  which,  as  occurring  on  the  same  day, 
were  justly  considered  at  the  time  as  very  extraordi- 
nary and  alarming. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  May>  while  the  grena- 
dier brigade  of  Guards  were  going  through  the  evolu- 
tions of  a  field-day,  in  the  presence  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  commander-in-chief,  in  Hyde  Park,  a  ball  was 
discharged  from  the  centre  of  the  ranks,  which  wounded 
a  junior  clerk  of  the  Navy  Office,  by  passing  quite 
through  one  thigh,  and  entering  the  other  very  near 
the  groin.  As  the  young  gentleman,  whose  name  was 
Ongley,  happened  to  be  standing  at  the  time  within 
six  or  seven  yards  of  the  King,  there  was  reason 
enough  to  apprehend  that  the  piece  had  been  directed 
with  an  evil  intention  against  the  sovereign.  After  a 
minute  investigation,  however,  nothing  was  elicited  to 
confirm  the  suspicion.  The  wounded  gentleman  was, 
by  the  special  order  of  his  Majesty,  taken  particular 
care  of;  and  after  his  recovery,  he  received  gratuitously, 
with  other  favours,  a  commission  as  lieutenant  in  the 
25th  Light  Dragoons,  then  serving  in  the  East  Indies ; 
where  he  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Laswarry,  and 
rose  to  the  rank  of  captain,  without  purchase. 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  when  this  circumstance 
occurred,  the  royal  family  went  to  the  theatre  in 
Drury  Lane.  His  Majesty,  as  it  fortunately  hap- 
pened, entered  first  into  the  box,  before  the  Queen, 
and  at  that  instant  the  whole  house  was  thrown  into 
confusion  by  the  discharge  of  a  pistol  from  the  front 
row  of  the  pit;  but  though  the' bullet  struck  the  pilas- 
ter just  over  the  head  of  the  King,  it  providentially 
did  no  mischief,  owing  to  the  sudden  jerk  given  to 
the  hand  of  the  assassin  at  the  moment  he  was 
taking  his  aim.  Immediately  the  perpetrator  of  this 
atrocious  deed  was  seized,  and  dragged  over  the  rails 
of  the  orchastre  into  the  music  room,  where  Mr.  She- 
ridan and  the  Duke  of  York  soon  entered,  to  attend 
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the  examination.  On  ^seeing  Iiis  royal  highness,  the 
man  recognized  him  instantly,  and  enthusiastically 
exclaimed,  **  God  bless  you  !  I  know  you ;  you  are 
the  Duke  of  York/ under  whom  I  served  on  the  con- 
tinent." Then  taming  to  the  people  about  him,  he 
went  on  and  said,  ^'  Ah,  he  is  a  good  ■  soul ;  he  is  the 
soldier's  friend  and  love." 

The  Duke  then  recollected  the  man  as  haying  been 
one  of  his  orderlies,  or  dragoons  forming  his  personal 
guard,  and  particularly  at  the  battle  of  Famars.  His 
name  was  James  Hatfield,  and  a  silversmith  by  trade, 
but  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  had  enlisted  into 
the  15th  regiment,  in  which  he  behaved  extremdy 
well,  till  the  severe  woands  he  received  in'  his  head 
at  lincelles,  rendered  him  so  totally  unfit  for  duty, 
that  he  was  discharged  on  a  pension. 

During  his  examination  he  appeared  calm  and  col- 
lected, saying,  that ,  he  knew  his  life  was  forfdted,  but 
that  he  was  tired  of  his  existence,  and  only  regretted 
the  fate  of  the  woman  who  in  a  few  days  would  be 
no  longer  his  wife.  The  Duke  of  Yoric  then  gave 
directions  to  search  for  what  had  proceeded  from  the 
pistol,  when  the  slug  was  found  whidi  had  strudL  the 
paanel  about  a  toot  above  the  head  of  his  Majesty, 
and  still  smelt  very  strong  of  gunpowdei*. 

After  taking  the  depositions,  the  magistrates  com- 
mitted the  prisoner  to  Cold  Bath  ftdds,  and  on  the 
fl6th  of  the  following  month,  he  was  brought  to  the 
Coart  of  King's  Bench,  in  Westminster  Hall,  to  take 
his  trial  for  high  treason  before  Lord  Kenyon.  The 
prosecution  was  conducted  by  the  attorney-general, 
who,  among  other  witnesses,  called  the  Duke  of  York. 
When  his  royal  highness  rose  en  the  judges'  bench 
to  give  his  evidence,  Hatfield,  who  had  hitherto  ap- 
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pi^ared  listless  and  udcddcerBed  at  What  was  going  on, 
suddenly  exbibited  an  entotion  of  pleasure,  and  start- 
iilg  up,  exclaimed, ''  Ah,  God  bless  his  highness !  he 
IS  a  good  soid !"  The  Duke  gave  a  short  account  of 
vffhat  occui'red  in  the  music  room,  and  of  the  conduct 
of  the  prisoner  during  the  examination. 

In  reply  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Erskihe,  Ms 
royal  highness  admitted  that  the  orderlies  word  chofito 
(torn  the  most  tried  and  trusty  men  in  the  serrioe. 

The  learned  advocate  then  called  several  witnesses, 
who  aO  clearly  established  the  insanity  of  the  prisoner* 
Major  Ryan^  Mr.  M'Oill,  and  Mr.  Charles  Price,  officers 
Of  the  15th  regiment,  bore  testimony  to  the  general  good 
eharaoter  of  the  man,  whUe  under  their  orders ;  and  of 
his  derangement  after  being  wounded.  The  last-men- 
tioned witness.  Who  had  hhnself  received  some  severe 
wounds  in  endeavouring  to  rescue  the  prisoner  nea^ 
Lisle^  stated^  that  he  had  Very  narrowly  escaped  being 
Stabbed  by  him,  in  a  paroxysm  of  madness,  at  Croydon. 

John  Laine,  a  private  who  was  with  the  prisoner 
in  the  hospital  at  Brussels,  deposed  also  to  his  in- 
saaity.  Hatfield  then  said  that  be  wai»  King  George, 
and,  calling  for  a  looking-^glass,  felt  about  his  head  for 
his  crown  of  gold. 

Several  of  the  relatives  of  the  unhappy  man  proved 
that  he  had  for  a  long  time  been  deranged,  from  the 
Wounds  received  by  him  itf  the  defence  of  bis  king  and 
country :  that  he  often  talked  at  random,  saying  that  he 
was  a  prince,  and  sometimes  affirming  that  he  was 
Jesus  Christ. 

On  the  very  morning  preceding  the  day  at  his  attempt 
on  the  life  oif  his  Majesty,  he  declared  that  he  had  seen 
God  during  the  night ;  that  his  coach  was  ready,  and 
that  he  was  engaged  to  dine  with  the  Kittg. 

3d 


■\ 
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After  this  accumulated  and  indubitable  eyidenca, 
\  liord  Kenyon  submitted  that  the  prosecution  should 
\}f^'"'S^;  with  which  suggestion  the  attorney-general  com- 
pliedy  and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  acquittal  on 
^  the  ground  of  insanity.  The  prisoner  was  accordingly 
remanded  to  Newgate,  from  whence  he  was  trans* 
'^rred  to  Bedlam.  Some  time  afterwards,  however, 
having  contrived  to  effect  his  escape,  he  made  his  way 
down  to  the  coast  of  Kent,  but  was  retaken,  and  con- 
ducted to  his  former  place  of  confinement,  where  he 
yet  remains.  Every  thing  was  done  to  render  his 
situation  comfortable ;  and  his  family,  by  the  care  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  obtained  an  adequate  support.  His 
royal  highness  also  sometimes  called  at  the  hospital 
to  see  Hatfield,  who,'  when,  in  a  lucid  state,  always 
appeared  grateful  for  the  condescension  and  kindness 
which  he  had  experienced. 

The  French  journalists,  in  giving  an  account  of  the 
trial  of  the  unfortunate  maniac,  extolled  in  high  terms 
the  discrimination,  integrity,  and  impartiality,  which 
marked  the  proceedings  of  an  English  court  of  justice* 
One  of  these  writers  observed,  that  the  dispassionate 
investigation  which  terminated  in  the  acquittal  of  the 
prisoner,  deserved  to  be  set  up  as  a  model  to  the 
tribunal  of  every  civilized  naticm. 

However  surprising  this  decision  might  be  to  fo- 
reigners, happily  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in 
it  to  Englishmen,  who  knew  thai  the  law  protected  all 
ranks  equally,  and  that  in  no  instance  could  it  be 
made  the  instrument  of  vengeance,  even  under  the  plea 
of  securing  the  royal  person  and  authority.  - 

But  while  this  tribute  of  praise  was  given,  without 
much  necessity,  to  the  equity  of  British  jurisprudence, 
an  instance  of  spontaneous  liberality  occurred  on  the 
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part  of  the  monarch,  which  justly  called  for  universal 
admiration. 

The  French,  in  oyerrunning  Italy,  like  the  Vandals 
of  old,  committed  the  most  enormous  outrages  upon 
the  persons  and  property  of  individuals  without  discri- 
mination. The  ecclesiastical  dignitaries,  in  particular, 
were  made  to  suffer  severely ;  and  none  more  so  than 
the  venerable  Henry  Stuart,  commonly  called  tjie  Car- 
dinal Duke  of  Tork.  This  last  lineal  descendant  of  an 
unfortunate  house,  now  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  was 
obliged  to  fly  from  his  episcopal  seat  of  Frascati,  the 
ancient  Tusculum  of  Cicero,  and  seek  shelter  in  a 
convent  at  Naples.  After  staying  in  this  asylum  a  few 
months,  the  cardinal,  on  the  approach  of  the  republi- 
cans, was  compelled  to  procure  another  place  of  refuge, 
and  accordingly  he  embarked  for  Palermo,  in  the 
island  of  SicUy.  On  the  death  of  Pius  the  Sixth,  the 
aged  prelate  removed  first  to  Padua,  and  next  to 
Venice,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  at  the  election  of 
a  new  pope.  While  at  the  last-mentioned  place,  the 
distresses  of  this  last  representative  of  an  illustrious 
race  of  British  monarchs,  being  made  known  to  his 
late  majesty,  through  the  medium  of  a  letter  from 
cardinal  Boi^a  to  Sir  John  Cox  Hippisl^y,  our  excel 
lent  sovereign  lost  no  time  in  sending  an  order  to  Lord 
Minto,  his  ambassador  at  Vienna,  to  remit  two  thou- 
sand pounds  as  the  first  half-year's  moiety  of  a  regular 
pension  to  the  cardinal  duke. 

This  act  of  munificence  was  deeply  felt  and  adinow 
lodged  by  the  whole  body  of  the  conclave,  and  several 
letters,  full  of  gratefril  sentiments,  were  written  on  the 
occasion  by  the  new  pontiff'  and  his  brethren.  The 
feelings  of  Cardinal  York  were  conveyed  to  Shr  John 
Hippisley  in   an   English  style  peculiarly  bis  own, 
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bat  plearly  indicative  of  tbe  wirit^r'^  e%jce]lence,  la 
this  communication  he  says^ — 

''  Yoyr  letters  fully  copviuce  me  of  ik^  ooidia}  in* 
^rest  you  take  in  ajl  t)iat  regains  mj  v^fBon,  and, 
afn  happy  to  acki^owledge,  that  prin<?ipal)y  X  Qwe  to 
yow  friendly  efforts,  and  to  tibeip  of  yow  friwdf «  ^ 
9UCPour  gmetQnsly  granted  to  f^li^ve  th^  mtx^m^ 
neceHsitfes  into  which  I  hi^ve  be?n  ixijen  by  tl|^ 
pv^fi^nt  dismal  circunistiM^ceq^  I  oamiot  suftiji^iitly. 
express  how  seq^ibl^  I  i^n  tP  your  gpod  heart ;  ood 
write  these  few  lines,  in  the  fir$t  pJaiie  to  oopteat  to. 
ypi|  the^sfe  my  mo^t  sipceps  and  gn^teftll  ^ptimwUi, 

lyid  then  to  inform  you,  that  by  means  of  Mr*  6aMy> 

ap  flpgiisb  gentleman  arrivt^d  here  lafit  we^,  I  h«T^ 
receiT^d  a  letter  ftvm  I^ord  Minta,  from  Viemia,  adfui'* 
ing  me  that  be  bad  prders  fnmi  hiii  Cpprt  to  rraiit  to 
me  at  present  the  spm  of  twp  tbeuMPd  pQUpds  #t^|jiw» 

and  that  ifi  the  montli  of  Jply  pe^t  I  may  afiin  diaw» 

if  I  desire  it,  for  woth^  equal  pom*  The  le^t^f  if 
writtep  in  so  extftimely  genteel  wd  obliging  a  mwner* 
and  with  ei^prepsiopp  of  aingplfM^  regard  ^ni  cpasideia^ 
tion  fiir  me»  that  I  assurp  you  ^i^citpd  ip  1119  now%  par- 
ticular apd  lively  sep^epts,  npt  <m)y  of  si^ttafactlm 
for  the  delicacy  with  whicb  the  alfeirlms  b«w  pippfw^di 
but  also  of  gratitude  for  the  gen?ro9ity  with  whipb 
hfis  been  proyided  for  my  necessity,  I  hltve  an* 
swwed  I^ord  Mibatp's  W^tpr,  and  gave  it,  Saturday  iMt, 
to  Mr,  Oakly,  who  was  to  sepd  it  by  that  eveping's 
ppst  to  Vieimi^ ;  and  havQ  written  in  a  mamier  that 
I  hope  will  be  tp  bis  lord^bip'a  satisfacticm*  I  own  to 
you,  that  the  auocpur  gmpted  to  me  QQu)d  not  be 
more  timely ;  ^r,  without  it»  it  would  have  been  im^ 
possible  for  me  tp  spbaiat,  pn  acpount  of  the  abM* 
lutely  irreparable  loss  of  all  my  income,  the  very  fundii 
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1>eiiig  also  de»tTQ9f4  i  00  tibtat  I  would  oth^rwiiie  bave 
been  reduced^  tot  the  9hort  remaiiider  pf  my  Ijfe,  to 
langQiflli  in  mBerj  wi  indigaice.  I  would  not  lose 
a  mwnent's  time  to  apprine  you  of  all  this^  and  am 
Teiy  certain  tbat  your  experimented  and  good  heart 
will  find  proper  mean9  to  mali;e  known,  in  an  energeti* 
ed  and  proper  manner,  these  sentiments  of  my  grateful 
acknowledgment. 

''  The  signal  obligations  I  am  under  to  Mr.  Andrew 
Stnart,  for  all  that  be  has>  with  so  much  eojrdiality,. 
on  this,  occasion,  done  to  assist  me,  renders  it  indis- 
pensable to  desire  that  you  may  return  bim  my  most 
ainoere  tbanks,  assuring  bim  that  his  health  and  wel^ 
fare  interests  me  extremely;  and  th^t  I  have,  with 
great  plea^nre,  recdyed  l^om  General  Heton  the  Gre- 
nealogioal  History  of  our  Family,  which  he  was  so 
Ipnd  as  to  send  me ;  and  hope  tb^t  he  will^  from  that 

gentlemWi  have  already  received  my  tbfuiks  for-  ao* 
vnluaMe  a  proof  of  his  attention  for  m®- 

«'  In  the  last  place,  if  you  think  proper,  and  an  of^cfi*. 
aiM  should  off(Mr  itself,  I  beg  you  make  known  to. 
the  other  gentiemen  also  who  have  co-operated^  my 
most  gn^teful  acknowledgments;  with  whicb^  my  dear 

Sir  John,  with  all  my  heart,  I  embrace  you : 


Venice,  26tb  February,  1800. 
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The  letter  to  Lord  Minto  was  as  follows : — 

''  With  the  arriyal  of  Mr.  OaUy^  who  has  been  this 
morning  with  me,  I  have  received  by  his  discourses, 
and  much  more  by  your  letters,  so  many  tokens  of 
your  regard,  singular  consideration,  and  attention  for 
my  person,  that  oblige  me  td  abandon  all  sort  of  cere- 
mony, and  to  begin  abruptly  to  assure  you,  my  dear 
lord,  that  your  letters  have  been  most  acceptable  to 
me  in  all  shapes  and  regards. — I  did  not  in  the  least 
doubt  of  the  noble  way  of  thinking  of  your  generous 
and  beneficent  sovereign ;  but  I  did  not  expect  to  see 
in  writing,  so  many  and  so  obliging  expressions,  that, 
well  calculated  by  the  persons  who  receive  them  and 
understand  their  force,  impress  in  their  minds  a  most 
lively  sense  of  tenderness  and  gratitude ;  which,  I  own 
to  yon,  oblige  me  more  than  the  generosity  sponta- 
neously imparted.  I  am  in  reality  at  a  loss  to  express, 
in  writing,  all  the  sentiments  of  my  heart;  and  for 
that  reason  leave  it  entirely  to  the  interest  you  take  in 
all  that  regards  my  person,  to  make  known,  tn  tea 
energetical  and  convenient  manner,  all  I  fain  would 
say  to  express  my  thankfulness,  which  may  easily  be, 
by  you,  comprehended,  after  having  perused  the  con- 
tents of  this  letter. 

''  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  to  have  indicated  to  me 
the  way  to  write  unto  Coutts,  the  court  banker,  and 
shall  follow  your  insinuations. 

"In  the  mean  time,  I  am  very  desirous  that  you 
should  be  convinced  of  my  sentiments  of  sincere  esteem 
and  friendship,  with  which,  my  dear  lord,  with  all  my 
heart,  I  embrace  you.  „  j,^^^^  Cardinal." 

The  newly  elected  pope,  Chiaramonti,  who  took  the 
name  of  Pius  the  Seventh,  was  so  impressed  with  the 
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generosity  manifi^ted  to  the  venerable  cardinal,,  that 
he  wrote  a  letter  immediately  on  his  election,  to  Sir 
John  Hippisley,  in  which,  after  mentioning  the  esteem 
his  predecessor  entertained  for  the  English  nation,  and 
of  its  magnanimous  and  just  gOYemment,he  said,  ''And 
we  also,  pursuing  the  same  steps,  will  equally  make 
it  our  study  to  preserve  with  jealous  care,  the  same 
reciprocal  good  intelligence  and  union;  and  we  will 
not  suffer  (as  far  as  lies  in  our  power)  that  England 
should  find  seated  in  the  pontifical  chair  of  Rome 
another  pontiff  differing  from  him  who  so  invariably 
acknowledged  the  kindness  and  friendship  thc^t  Eng- 
land entertained  for  him." 


^'(^^V^x 


Jo  this  interesting  correspondence,  I  am  enabled  to 
subjoin  the  letter  written  by  Sir  John  Cox  Hippisley  to 
the  Cardinal : — 

''  I  trust  your  Eminence  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe  that  I  was  not  insensible  to  the  honour  of 
receivpig  so  flattering  a  proof  of  your  gracious  consi- 
deration as  that  which  I  was  favoured  with,  dated  the 
26th  of  last  month,  from  the  bosom  of  the  conclave. 

''  The  merciless  scourge  of  the  present  age  (as  n^ 
friend  Lord  Minto  has  so  justly  observed)  has  singled 
out  as  the  first  objects  of  its  vengeance,  every  thing 
that  is  most  worthy  and  best  entitled  to  our  veperation 
and  respect."  The  infidels  in  religion,  but  zealots  in 
anarchy,  whose  malignity  pursued  the  sacred  remains  of 
Pius  the  Great  even  beyond  the  grave,  assuredly  would 
not  exempt  from  their  remorseless  persecution  the 
venerable  person  of  the  Cardinal  of  York* 
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**Sevtfte  ad  have  been  your  fSminence's  ftofferinga^ 
they  will  neverthelesd  find  some  alleviatioD  in  the 
general  sympathy  of  the  British  nation.  With  all  dis^ 
tinctions  of  parties— with  all  differences  of  cotnmn-^ 
nion — among  all  conditions^  of  men^-^bnt  one  Toice 
is  heard — all  breathe  one  applauding  sentiment ;  aH 
Mess  the  gracious  act  of  the  sovereign  in  favour  of  his 
illustrious^  but  unfortunate  relation. 

**  Your  Eminence  greatly  over-rates  the  bumble  part 
which  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  in  common  with  my  worthy 
friend  Mr.  Stuart.  The  cause  of  suffering  humanity 
never  wants  supporters  in  the  country  with  which  I 
know  you  feel  a  generous  pride  in  being  connected. 
Tlie. sacred  ministers  of  religion,  exiled  and  driven 
iiom  their  altars,  find  refuge  and  security  in  Britain : — 
the  unfoftunate  princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  here 
too  found  an  asylum,  under  the  hospitable  roof  of  the 
f^yal  ancestors  of  the  Cardinal  of  York : — and  idien 
every  dignified  virtue  that  can  stamp  worUi  on  human 
nature  is  outraged  in  the  person  of  the  venerable  Car** 
dinal  of  York  himself,— 

**  Agamst  such  cnieltitt 
Wkh  kamad  oonsobtioiis  leownpens'd;^ 

here,  also,  an  inviolable  sanctuary  is  unfolded  in  the 
kindred  bosom  of  our  benevolent  sovereign ! 

''It  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  attest,  that  in  the 
frequent  comnranications  Mr.  Stuart  and  myseU*  have 
had  with  the  king's  mihusters*  on  tiiis  subject,  they 
have  tadfomdy  expressed  their  persuasion  that  htfi 
Majesty  wifl  think  himself  happy  in  repeatlag  the 
Mme  gracious  attention  to  his  royal  rdation,  and  in 
the  same  proportion,  as  long  as  his  unfortunate  eiresm^ 
titanees  have  a  claim  to  them.  I  can  idso,  with  equal 
confidence,  assure  year  Eminence  that  yonr  ftfif  16 


HBMOIR  OF  THB  DUKB:  OP  YORK,  401 

bird  Mfnto  haa  given  fts  mnch  tfatisfaction  to  th^ 
Kmg's  nmn^tets,  aM  it  doubtless  bas  excited  in  tbe 
bettetvolfifit  ttind  of  his  Majesty  himself. 
'  <^Mr*  Stuait  imites  with  me  in  eyety  heartfdt  vriish 
for  your  Eminence's  health  and  happiness^  equalljr 
flatteied  with  mysdf  by  yom  Eminence's  condescen- 
sion 4Uid  gracious  acceptance  of  oar  humble  attentions. 
With  the  most  perfect  c^msideration  and  ptofowid 
iBspec^  I  bare  the  hononr  to  be^  &e. 

*' J.  C*  HiPPIgliBY." 

.^OtdSfeBor  Sc,  laaiMt  Maich  31st,  1800^ 

"  ^'I^tUnk  it  necessary  to  say,  that  the  order  iip6n 
Mr«  Contls'ft  house  was  immediately  paid  in  fnH 
aeqaktance of  the  little,  temporary  adrance  in.  aliti* 
f^tkm  of  the  gradkms  act  of  his  Majesty*'''     '.^ 


*^  On  a  change  ot  affiurs/the  CasdiMl  letiiniM  to 
Rdme^  where  he  became  dean  of  the'  Sacied  OoBege ; 
bat  his  ctrcfNostances  were  stiff  so  low,  that  the  royal 
pinion  was  continued  till  his  death,  which  happcfaed 
in  1807,  when  he  had  neatly  attained  the  eighty-third 
year  of  his  age.  In  his  last  will  he  manifested .  his^ 
giUUtute'to  4he  vetgning  family,  by  beqtiealhfng^  to. 
Ae  Prince  of  Wales  Hie  garter  and  star  which'  had; 
bdm^fed  to  Oharles  the  Firsts  and  also  some  other 
nUes  of  hli  iBastilDiii^  bnt  imfbrCnnatb-hbuse.  Ab  tf 
mark  of  reepect  for  the  last  member  of  th^  Stuarl: 
Kie»  the  iMbm^  after  Ma  fqppoiatment  to  t&e  regency; 
oaased  a^HfiMdid  oeMrtapb,  the  workmaiiriilp  of:  Ga;' 
n0^,  to  be  effected  to  his  memoiy  in  the  magoifident' 
ekmch  <tf  iSt;  PMor?s  a«  Home. 
/UmMiU  ^bswmtloD,  HIM  Ab' <:;arfinal  of  Yoifc, 
iirftopflndept  of  hfis  misfbttnnes^  deacent,  and  virtues, 

3b 
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had  some  legal  claims  on  the  national  jMtice.    An 
act  of  parliament,  still  unrepealed,  had  settled  oa 
Mary  of  Este,  the  qiieen  of  Jctmes  tjhe  Se<Mmd>  the^ 
cardinal's  grandmother,  a  jointure  of  fifty  thousand 
pdunds.    During  the  negotiation  of  Rydwick,!!  was 
contended  by  the  Fren<sh  plenipotentfarie^,  tiiat  as- 
King  James  had  been  depriyed  of  Ms  throne  by  act 
of  parliament;  and  consequ^tly  was  dead -in  law,  th€l 
queen  was  as  much  entitled  to  her  do^er  a&  If  her 
husband  was  naturally  defunct.    The  English  minis- 
ters considered  the  point  aa  too  nicd  for  tbeir  intei^- 
ference,  and  therefore  desired  that  it  might  be  left  to 
King  in^illiam  for  his  deci^CHt*     The  proposal  wks 
acceded  to,  and  marshal  Boufflers  had  a  conf0renc6 
with  William  on  the  subject.    The  monarch  did  "oot 
deny  the  justice,  of  the  x^laim ;  and  when  Botdleis* 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  concession  of  the  jointure 
might  be   matde  an  article  in   the  treaty^  he   said, 
^  What  1  marshal,-  will  not  my  woiU  satisfy.  janV' 
Boufflers'  bowed,  and  .departed  in  fidl  assnraiice  that 
he  had  obtained  sufficient  security.     &i  'tius,  how*^ 
erer,  he  waa  mistaken,  for  on  the  -first  demand- dC 
paynbent,  the  King  eTuded!  it  by  a  shnflUnjgl  cbcctUM^ 
James  died  in  17CEI,  and  his  widow  in  1718.     91& 
attempt  was  made  by  their  descendants  to  ««ec6v^' 
the  arrears  of  the*  jointure,  till  thel  yehr  1786,  when 
Caiailes .  Edward  empowered  his  natural  daughter  Iw 
act  in  his  name  for  that  purpose.     A;  <^se  was  ao^^ 
cordingly  di^aWn  up,'M4*|^>plika(tidB  made  JtoilioiiisI 
tiie  Sixteenth  to  torwniA  the  <daii]i;  but.  his^iMsC^ 
Christian  majesty  <beclined  interfering  for  lin  Unfor^^ 
tunate  family.    The  Earlx»f  Pelfibvclke,  who  was  pW^ 
sonally  acquainted  ynA  Prihce'Chailes;  then  undertiook 
the  muse,  so  (ax  at  least  as  ia  put  the  case-  intOL  tM 
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jMU|d9  of  the  Duko  (tf  Dorset^  the  British  ambassador 
at  th0  Qourt'of  VersaiUes.  Hi^  excellency  without 
Iwisitiitipu  gave  Mr.  Caryl^  the  agent  of  the  prince^ 
A  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr;  Pitt ;  but  that  statesr 
jman  bq  soonw  heard  the  nature  of  the  claim,  than  he 
jcut  it  ^hort  at  onoe>  by  declaring  it  was  a  thing  npt 
to  be  mentioned*  The  agent  then  consulted  an  emir 
9ent  lawyer,  who  offejned  to  bring  it  before  the  Ck>urt 
of  King's  ^Bench;  but  neither  Charles,  nor  his  brotiber 
tto  Cardinal,  would,  consent  to  such  a  mode  of  pro* 
peeding,  and  thus  the  matter  terminated* 

When  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  then  Prince  Augu3tus, 
made  the  tour  of  Italy,  he  yisited  the  Cardinal,  and 
pleased  the  good  old  man  very  mudi  by  complimenti]:^ 
lum  with  the  title  of  royal  highness.  To  English- 
inen  the  Cardinal  of  York  was  throughout  life  ex- 
tieaiely  partial ;  generally  inviting  travellers  of  that 
nation  to  his  table,  and  in  the  days  of  his  prosperity 
munificently  relieving  those  who  were  in  distress* 
Bdfore  the  troubles,  he  had  a  large  library  .and  cabinet 
of  curiosities ;  but  the  French  spoliators  plundered  the 
ime^  and  carri^  off  the  other^  .either  for  their  own 
private  advantage,  or  to  enrich  the  museum  at  Paris^ 
.  From  this  digression,  we  must  now  return  to  i^ 
survey,  of  the  state  of  public  affairs  at  the  commaice* 
ment  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  imperial  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  having  assembled 
on  the  22d  of  January,  1801,  .on  the  2(1  of  the  follow  • 
ing  month  his  Majesty  went  to  the  hoMse  of.  lords  in 
«tate,  and  in  his  speech  cong];atulated  the  legislature 
on  the  union  which  had  been  so  happily  effected*  In 
other  respects^  however,  the  political  sketch  was  of 
a  dark  and  painful  diaracter  :  ''  The  unfortunate 
course ,  of  events  on  the  continent,"  said  the 
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"  and  the  consequences  which  are  to  be  expeeted  fifen 
them^  cannot  fail  to  be  matter  of  aQxiety  and  con* 
cem  to  all  who  have  a  just  feelmg  for  the  security 
and  independence  of  Europe.  Tour  astomshment,  an 
well  as  your  regret,  must  be  excited  by  the  conduct 
of  those  powers,  whose  attention  at  such  a  period 
appears  to  be  more  engaged  in  endeavours  to  weaken 
the  naval  force  of  the  British  empire,  which  has 
hitherto  opposed  so  powerful  an  obstacle  to  the  inor« 
dinate  ambition  of  France,  than  in  concerting  the 
means  of  mutual  defence  against  the  common  and 
increasing  danger/' 

This  was  an  allusion  to  the  northern  confederacy, 
that  had  been  lately  formed  by  the  courts  of  Peters* 
burgh,  Stockholm,  and  Copenhagen,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  system  of  armed  neutrality,  to  protect 
the  mercantile  trade  of  their  respective  ports  from 
being  searched  by  the  ships  of  belligerent  powers. 
The  scheme  was  not  new,  having  be^i  tried,  though 
ineffectually,  by  the  empress  Catherine  in  the  Ame* 
rican  war;  but  it  was  now  revived  by  her  son 
Paul,  who,  after  exhibiting  uncommon  asperity  i^iainst 
France,  all  at  once  changed  bis  policy,  and  became 
a  warm  admirer  of  Buonaparte,  to  please  whom  he. 
banished  the  unfortunate  LQuis  the  XVIII.,  and  his 
niece,  the  duchess  of  Angouleme,  out  of  the  Russian 
territories. 

This  act  of  capricious  malevolence,  however,  was 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  eagerness  evinced  by 
the  eccentric  monarch  to  farther  the  views  of  the 
f^rench  despot.  On  the  16th  of  January,  a  Russian 
officer  arrived  at  Paris,  after  a  journey  of  only  seventeen 
days,  from  Petersbuigh ;  bearing  a  letter  to  the  chief 
consul  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  emperor,  proposing 
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a  close  iinU>n  between  Hie  two  powers  ;  aiid  the  conse- 
quence was  soon  seen  in  a  decree  forbidding  all  inters 
mption  to  the  commerce  of  Russia, 
t  At  the  time  when  Pan!  was  thus  forming  a  union 
with  France,  he  gave  orders  for  seizing  and  confis^ 
luting  the  property,  of  the  British  merchants  in  the 
Russian  ports.  For  this  unprincipled  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  nations,  a  sort  of  justification  was  siet 
up  in  a  proclamation,  stating,  *'  that  a  conyention  had 
been  entered  into  with  the  court  of  St.  James's,-  in 
virtue  of  which  the  Russian  forces  were  to  take  pos<^ 
session  of  Malta,  as  soon  as  the  island  should  have 
surrendered/'  This,  however,  was  not  done,  and  the 
British  cabinet  challenged  the  emperor  or  his  minis- 
ters to  produce  any  such  convention  respecting  Malta, 
t ,  While  England  had  thus .  to  contend  idone  against 
France  and  the  northern  league,  the  emperor  of  Aus« 
tria,  compdled  by  the  disastrous  turn  of  affiurs  in 
Italy,  concluded  a  humiliating  treaty  of  peace  at  Lu-> 
neville,  by  whidi  the  Rhine  was  made  the  boundary 
of  the  French  territory  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Adige 
on  the  other. 

Notwithstanding  this  gloomy  and  portentous  appear* 
ance,  Britidi  energy  seemed  to  gather  strength  firom 
difficulties ;  and,  besides  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
Russian,  Danish,  and  Swedish  vessels  in  the  several 
ports  :of  the  kingdom,  preparations  were  made  to  fit 
out  a  fleet  with  the  utmost  expedition  for  the  Baltic. 
The  confederated  powers  on  their  side  were  equally 
prompt ;  and  their  navy,  if  suffered  to  have  formed  a 
junction,  would  have  amounted  to  nearly  eighty  sail 
of  the  line ;  which,  in  addition  to  their  gun-boats  and 
floating  batteries,  must  have  rendered  the  narrow  seas 
imprpgnable. 


4tt  mifoiR;  or  VHB  du;k8  optvobk. 


.  In  tbe  Biidit  tif  .tke  wBomts  -oocaviOMit  by  dfew 
«i£artidn8^tiiQ€JBik>sttjr(>f  tbe^j^oUic  WM  off  to 

another  subject  of  ^neral  mteumt.  Thiii  €ftmi'm9M 
the  sudden  diaiige  of  tfaa;  British  .xabmot;  foif  which, 
ceilflideiiBg:  atf /<»Fcamfitanoe8>  it  was  e](c^ediigl|r  difi* 
oiflt  to  assigiLa  ccai^oh,  tkB  it  jvtewdl*  known  thaillfr^ 
Vittiand  his  friends  not  oody  idnjo^ed  jkbe  coa&imc^ 
0SikeiiBQveuiga,  but  possessed  .ahio  a  •.ooimrtjandhyg 
infliiaicfi  Jn  both  houbes  ^f  paiUameiit. .  i-.  n  r  : 

r:  YsfriQaa  3Unnkea^^oonjeQfiircBi^  and  li^ports,  ^ero^'of 
CHMfse  fotmedt  mid  cifctilftted»*to.  acbount  fytt  thte-nHr 
esif^ctoA  r&¥cflati>jS.  By^^ome  itrwi^  aseilbod-to  Af 
inl(biliiy,of  the:  late  minist^f  to^'  fuUll  a  pledge  whiqli 
he  watf  said- to  have  givlvi  Jtcr  ihb  Irish  CtfUioUc^^  of 
prbcatiQs  thrar  cosipfete -emancipatien  fronk  the  op^a* 
tion  of  tbe  penal  laws ;  .white  otheto^  on  the  ooatfary, 
senght;the  canse  of  .this  reaignlution  iU  tho  inahQity 
of  the  minister,  to  carry  on  (he  wfeir  pfojlperoa^i  pr  to 

Godchide  peace  .honourably.  :  ^ 
'  :  WhatoVor  might  be  the  motives  dil  which  the^tneMnne 
ofil^atcid^  oertaln  ittis^Aaft^when  ttoe.hew.Aanmiig^ 
ments  were  formed,  the  public  disappointmefti' was 
deqdy  felfe  ftnd*  geneiallyiex^jceittiiQd.  Miw  Haar|r  Ad- 
ding^tohi  speftker  o£.  the  rheaae  «f  fonmuNUi;  iuoceed^ 
Mr.  iPitt  ,as  fitat  lQr4  of  ther-treaailry;  aaid:  chanceltar 
bf.the  excbeqiies;/Lord^Hftwfcestiiiry  became  deoteimtf 
f&r  fore%naffidr8^  intlte.Toomt^tLMrd  OrenviI)e>;  Imd 
EUBoH  receivod  die  gireaA  Beai6tam<biMi  liMghUormgik ; 
£ftfl  St.  Vincenft  was  made  first  lofd  of  the  admsraky» 
indteod.  06  Earl  Spencer^;  lords  Hobart  and^Pcdkhsm 
trare^iqp^ointed  aeccetdries  of  state,  instead  of  Ifr.  Bun* 
Aas  send  the  Duke  of  Portland;  Mr.  Charles  Yoike 
succeeded  Mr.  Windham  as  secretary  at  war;  and  Ike 
Earl  of  Hardwicke  was  nominated  viceroy  of  Ireland; 
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oa  the  resigaafiim  of  the  Marqais  of  CSonnrallis.  Lord 
Jjomsbam,  sou  of  the  Eaxl  pf  Dartmouth^  was  placed^ 
at .  the  head  of  the  boatd  of  ooBirM ;  the  Duke  of  Pbrt-^ 
land  a<»epted  the  presidentsUp  of  the  comeil;  and^ 
the  Earl  of  Westmorelatid  became  lord  priif^y  seal,     . 

Jiotwithstandihg  this  change  in  the  cabinet;  the 
plam  of  the  preceding  adnunistmtidn,  for  the  conduct 
of  the  wary  were  oontiaaed ;  snd  the  results  were  par-' 
ticnlarly  fortunate,  for  wUIe  the  totpediiion,  under  Sir^ 
H3rde  Parker  aoKi  Lord  Nelson,.  ag^Unst  Copenhageny 
put  an  end  to  lihe  northern  confbd^acy,  the  army  sent* 
to  Egypt  succeeded  in  expelling  the  Firestch  from  thai 
counStry.   . 

This  last  service  was  deariy  bonght,  by  >  the  loss^ 
of  9ir  Ralph  Abercromble,  who,  on  <he  2I:st 'of  Kar(^, 
recdived  a  wonnd  at  the  battle  of  Alexft^diiai  of  wMdi 
he  dl0d  seven  day«  iedterwards^  on  board  the  Foudroy-^ 
ant.  t  By  no  ma&  was  the  death  of  this  gallant  Tetetair 
more  deeply  lamented  than  by  his  royal-  highness  the 
I>ake  of  Yorkj  who  had  repeatedly  i;ititnessed  his  <ycm^' 
snmmate  skiU  and  nndamited  courage  in  Flanderi^  and- 
Holland*'     ^    •      '        ...»-.', 

At.  the  time  when  victsvy  ptm  oi^Wnftig  the  Biritish- 
arms  m' Afitoii,  'aneitlieir  gi«at  chidige  #as  l^rought- 
Biwoi  in  JBniwpe  Jby  the  stnidm  dcifnii^  o#  thig  em^hfr&f^ 
Pad  of  Rttssta.  -The  iiecessioji. (i^ !Me:ii^toder  to  the' 
throne  of' lh^<%i»'s  niade  it-  ootaplete  alt^ation.  in  ihe' 
pctfilicalMlatiQd  of  tbeftWi  Mat^  ^  l^eferdbtit^  atid^ 

'  One  ^' the  first  acts  of  the.nerw  eniperori-wte  fd' 
take^  Hbe  embargo  4hat  had  been  laid  upbn  Kitiirir 
Y64iseli3 ;  -and^in  tbe-sasie  ispirit  of  Conciliation,  tlie  cfe- 
dmltalS'^f  Connt  ^ofomoW;  as  enl^y  to  tte  courts 
Loifd6B>^w4sre  V6&t^t^.^  '        ^^  ^ .  •      ^ :    » 
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These  meadiuefl  Btiflkifiotly  indicated  that  the  Frencb 
influence  was  no  longer  predominant  in  the  Nortk ; 

> 

and  of  this  the  First  Consul  was  so  sensible^  that  be 
assumed  an  air  of  moderation,  and  expressed  a:  reaii^^. 
ness  to  listen  to  pacific  orertnres. 
.  Negociations  were  accordingly  entered  upm;  and 
on  the  1st  of  October,  Lord  Hawlcsbury  anteunsed 
tho  signature  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  between 
England  on  the  one  part,  and  Franee,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  on  the  oilier.    The  news  of  tins  erent  eccv 
moned  an  extrayi^ant  ebullition  4>f  joy  thnmghMt 
England;  which  was  renewed  with  a^  little  reason, 
when  the  definitive  treaty  was  signed  in  ManAc  oC 
the  following  year.    Frdm  the  articles  a£  that  agree- 
ment, it  appeared  tliat  the  cessions  on  the  fart  of 
England  were  profuse,  and  that  she  retained  nothiBg 
of  all  the  acqtitsitions  gained  by  her  anns  dnr»g  the 
war,  exoept  Tritiidad  ftom  Spain,  and  Ceylon  firm 
HoUaad.   The  French  princes  were  totally  abandwflib 
as  also  was  the  unfortooale  house  of  Savoy,  after  ^ 
its  exertions  in  the  common  canse.  Thus  tiie  fnaiia— s 
power  of  France,  instead  of  being  contracted^  Was 
increased  by  this  treaty;  and  what  was  wor^^:4e 
inglorious  terms  were  omceded  at  a  tone  whter te 
northern  confederacy  was  broken,  and  the  re^ebKwna 
were  driven  out  of  l^^pt  by  tiie  BritiiAt  aims*;' '  It  vae 
perfectly  consistent,  therefore,  in  those  statesmen  who> 
had  supported  the  war  on  the  principle  of  necessity^ 
that  they  should  reprobate  a  feverish  and  firetful  peace*, 
which  left  this  country  without  indentmification,  and 
Europe  without  any  security  against  French  ambitionu 
.  In  the  plain  but  energetic  language  of  Lord  Gimk 
ville,  on  this  occasion,  ''The  advantages  natiifal^< 
expected  firom  peace,  were,  thie  e;itension  of  commeiw^ 
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the  establishment  of  economy,  and  security  from  hostile 
aggression.  Bat  our  commerce  had  suffered  diminution 
by  the  peace; — in  respect  to  economy,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  keep  a  large  military  and  naval  force ; 
and  with  regard  to  security,  the  country  was  left  in  a 
situation  of  far  greater  danger  than  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  war,  or  even  at  any  time  during  the  progress 
of  the  contest.  If  war  were  renewed,  it  would  be  re- 
newed with  every  possible  disadvantage ;  and  scarcely 
in  three  campaigns  could  we  expect  to  regain  by  the 
sword  what  we  had  ceded  by  the  pen ;  and  if  peace 
continued,  the  omission,  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  of  the 
renewal  of  all  ancient  treaties,  would  be  productive 
of  Uie  most  alarming  consequences." 

In  the  opinion  of  Lord  GrenviUe,  and  of  those  who 
acted  with  him  <m  this  occasion,  the  peace  had  been 
mtered  into  on  the  part  of  the  French  ruler,  merdy 
oat  of  peioolial  convenience,  and  to  answer  a  paiticolar 
porpoee ;  alter  which,  some  pretext  would  be  devised 
for  rekindling  tlie  flame  of  war  with  one  or  other  of  the 
cMtinental  powere,  if  not  directly  with  Great  Britain. 
.  Hiia  judgment,  when  delivofcd,  was  ridiculed  very 
Mverely,  and  ascribed  to  unworthy  notives ;  but  time 
quickly  brought  it  to  the  test  of  ^peiience,  and  the 
irorid  did  ample  justice  to  the  sentiment  and  principle 
from  whence  it  proceeded. 


(J 
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CHAP.  IX. 


A.  D.  1802  TO  1803. 

Thb  treaty  of  Amiens  established  the  power  of  Na]M»- 
leon  Bumiaparte^  and  prepared  the  way  for  his  assnmp^- 
tion  of  the  sovereign  dignity.  In  the  first  plaee,  lie 
wta  hailed  ad  the  grand  pacificator  of  Europe ;  and 
Hus  cmai^iment  was  followed  by  his  election  to  I)r 
eMsnIar  diair  for  life,  with  permission  to  ncMnlnate 
liis  sueoessor.  In  order  more  effectnally  to  secure  Uh^ 
Iwat  of  power,  a  l^on  of  honour,  or  an  :otMr  of 
mttltary  nobility ,.  liras  instituted,  and  the  meiiibeirs 
of  its  conneil  were  made  a  constitueiit  part  df  "tiie 
seiiate,  fSor  the  purpose  of  actfaig  as  the  satelMtM  of 
Ae  diief  Oft  whose  faronr  they  depended.  Bven-tile 
adminiBtraliMi  of  law  and  justice  wto  rendered  wbeBf 
subservieM  to  the  will  of  iiie  desjpot,  whe^  aptMiltfted*  ^ 
grand  judge  to  preside  oyer  all  the  tfiiranalB*' 

Thus,  in  &ct,  the  <Aains  which  were  to  bind  the 
French  people,  and  ultimately  the  nations  around, 
were  forged  out-  of  th^  dementsr  furnished  by  tfie 
Bnglish  cabinet,  after  an  expensive  and  sanguinary 
contest,  professedly  entered  into,  and  carried  on,  to 
confine  France  within  proper  linils,  and  to  overthrow 
the  revdhitionary  system  with  aH  its  consequences. 
Tet,  whil'e  the  negotiations  were  going  on^  the  most 
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nctiye  exertions  were  making  in  the  French  ports  1^ 
the  equipment  of  a  large  fleet  of  men-of-war  and  trans- 
port8>  capable  of  carrying  twenty-fiTc  thousand  men. 
At  the  same  time,  another  armament  was  fitted  out  in 
the  Texel^  to  co-operate  with  the  former ;  the  destina- 
tion of  both  being  St.  Domingo,  of  ^hich  island  pos- 
session was  soon  talLen,  and  slavery  restored. 

The  rapacity  of  the  French  government  did  not  stop 
here ;  for  the  signatures  of  the  treaty  of  Amieiis  had 
scarcely  dried,  when  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men, 
under  General  Ney,  marched  into  Switzerland,  while 
the  troops  of  the  Helvetic  republic  were  compelled  to 
pass  into  the  service  of  France ;  or,  according  to  the 
curious  phraseology  of  the  imposing  party,  they  were 
admitted  under  the  paternal  care  of  the  First  Ck>nsul. 
niese  strides  to  universal  domiiiion,  could  not  be 
^teerved  by  the  imperial  court  without  jealousy ;  and 
though  the  treaty  0>(  Luneville  oequired  the  immedwte 
settlement  of  the  German  indemnities  and  the  seciria- 
risation  of  the  ecclesiastical  principalities,  tlw  btisiiiess 
mom  became  extsemdy  dificult  and  unpleasant,  in  eon^ 
iseqpenoe  ot  the  interference  of  the  French  gowmment. 
The  Diet  of  Batisbon,  which  was  convened  for  tii^ 
e^^press  pitfpose,  hdd  twenty  sittings ;  and  it  was  not 
till  the  end  of  November  1802,  that  the  obstacles  to  a 
final  arraagemeni  were  removed.  I9  the  conise  of 
.tbeQepveoeediBgSt  Osaabnrg.was  annexed  to  Hanover ; 
in.  liM  of  whi€h  the  King  of  Great  Britssn,  as  Elector, 
^ve  up  Hildeaheim,  Corvey,  and  Hoeoptert  and  at  the 
Mme  time  relinquished  the  rights  attd  privileges  he  bad 
fermerlgr  ^xevcised  over  Hanriiaigk  and  Bianien.  Bnr 
vious  ta  this  nxchange^.  an  mnicaMB  arsangemiBBi  noas 
entefed  laio.beiNrQen  the  Kang'and  the  Doke  of  Yorie, 
for  the  immediate  cession  of  Osnaburg;   his  royal 
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Iil^lnie89  readily  >coiisentiiig  to  the  metiBfSte ^  the 
tmaxB  proposed  by  the  Hanoverian  governm^it^ . 

'Daring  tbeae  negotiations,  the  impierial  pavliamtMIt 
of  Ad  united  kingdoo(k  assembled  on  the  Itfth  of  Ne» 
iBsember^  1602 ;  but  the  regular  opening  of  the  senalei 
4by  the  King  in  person,  was  deferred  till  the  24th' of 
die  same  month.  In  the  mean  time,  a  general  alaittt 
was  excited  by  the  discovery  of  a  conspiracy^  which 
had  for  its  object  the  murder  of  the  King>  in  his  way 
to '^e  house,  as  the  preparatory  step  to  a  complete 
revolution  in  the  state*  This  nefarious  plot  was  •^to^ 
vised  by  Colonel  Edward  Marcus  Despard,  an  officer 
of  the  line,  who  had  but  lately  been  released  from  the 
Cold-Bath  Fields  prison. 

.  In  consequence  of  information  received  from  a  pri^ 
vate  in  the  Guards,  who  had  been  drawn  into  the 
o(MispJaraey>  a  party  of  the  police  apprehended  Hie 
colonel  and  his  associates  at  a  public  hous^  ik 
Xandiethy  and  took  them  all  into  custody.  On  the 
KMh  ef  February,  in  the  following  year,  a  specid 
commisBion  was  held  at  ^e  sessions  house  in  the 
BorolEiglt  of  Soutfawark,  for  the  trial  of  the  prisOnets, 
when  Despard,  and  nine  of  his  companions  in  gDfili, 
were  convicted,  on  the  clearest  testimony.  Three  of  the 
criminals,  being  recommended  to  mercy  by  the  jury, 
were  ^piurdwied ;  and  ^n  ti»  Sist  oC  the  same  montb,  lA 
the  oth^s  auffosed  togettier^  aooording  to  their  sentence. 
It  was  obserredi  by  th^  attovney-geparal^  on  .the 
trialof  these. unhappy  men,  ^^ that  this  was  a  plot  in 
which  no  political  party,  no  faction^  ccmttdoed  .its 
interest  involved ;  but  that  it  stsod  isolated,  tod  with- 
out  s^pporteni,  beyond  thai  narrow  limits  of  the  ob- 
soufe  and  visioisacy  few  who  attended  its  trei^onaide 
assoniblies." 
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.  Siwfaf  no  4oabt,  the  basiness  appeared  to  be  at  th^ 
time ;  yet  few  could  bring  themselves  to  believe  that 
the  pariaeipal  in  the  Ibiil  design  bad  no  other  ^on- 
nexions  than  the  miserable  victims  who  were  drawn 
ift  by  him  to  their  roin.  That  the  conspiracy,  insig* 
mficnat  and  chimerical  as  it  might  appear,  was  part 
of.  an  a&tensive  system,  might  have  been  in&nred  from 
the  form  of  the  oath,  and  its  preamUe,  aa  tendered 
by  Despard  to  his  foUowers.  The  copy  foond  in  the 
possession  of  some  of  the  culprits  ran  in  these 
terms: — 

'  ** Constitution!  The  independence  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland-^an  equaKzation  of  civil,  political,  and  religious  rights — 
an  ample  provision  for  the  virives  of  the  heroes  who  shall  fall  in 
the  contest— a  liberal  reward  for  distinguished  merit.  These 
nft  the  olDJeots  for  which  we  contend;  and  to  obtain  these  ob- 
jects^  we  swear  to  be  united,  m  the  awful  pcesence^^f  Almighty 
.God/' 

V  !^'I^  A.  B«»  do  voluntarily  deciare,  that  I  will  endttttvomr,  to 
the  ulmost  of  my  power,  to  obtain  the  olgeot  of  this  union; 
lu^dy,  to, recover  those  rights  which  the  Sii|»eme>JBeiii|9[^.m  his 
iq^aite  bounty,  hfvi  given  to. all  men;  that  seitber  hopes,  feels, 
^wardsi  nor  punisbmenti^,  ahaU  ey^r  induce  na  to  gii^e  any  b- 
f9nQatioo«.4irectly  oi  indirectly,  concerning  the  busii^^,  or  of 
any  member  of  this  or  any  ^il^  society.    So  help  me  Qod  T 

By  a  siBgoIar  ceintsiOdnc^,  at  the  very  thne  that 
this  embryo  treason  was  in  a  state  of  maturation,  a 
•^hnilar  conspiracy  was  ripening  in  Ireland,  whero  the 
party  was  altogether  as  obseare  and  unsuspected  as 
that  in  England. 

After  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  1796,  some 
of  tiie  active  partisans  in  thatinsarrodSon  obtained 
their  pardon  on  condition  of  expatriation.  Hopes 
were  entertained  that  this  leniency,  and  the  onion  <tf 
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the  two  legislatures,  would  have  put  an  end  t»lhe 
r^VPlutiouary  spuit.  But  the  case  was  otherwine;  «ii4 
at  the  time  when  the  iutercourae  with  Fraace-  was 
rra^wed,  «ome  of  the  most  active  of  the  Irish  partisans 
returned  secretly,  accompanied  by  spies,  who  dispel sed 
tb^iiselves  all  oveif  the  two  islands,  under  thecoavet- 
niwt  name  of  commercial  agents;  though  their  veal 
bwUiei^s  was  to  obtain  such  local  Infermatiim  as  wonii 
enable  their  government  at  any  time  to  effeot  a  desceot 
eo  the  coest»  The  principal  of  the  Irish  emigrants 
who  came  back  upon  this  mission  was  Robert  Emowlt, 
and  he  was  speedily  joined  by  several  others  at  Dublin ; 
where  a  depdt  of  arms  was  formed  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  city. 

It  is  evid^it,  however,  that  the  defeat  of  the  scheme 
in  lA>ndon  had  the  effect  of  retarding  the  operations  in 
Ireljwd ;  for  though  the  conspiracy  was  in  a  state  ef 
forwardness  at  the  end  of  1801,  it  was  not  devdcqied 
till  0^  .23d  of  Joly  in  the  year  1803,  when  Lord 
Kilwarden,  the  chief  jal^ce  of  the  King's  Bench,  and 
his  nsfhew,  were  inhumanly  butchered  in  the  streets 
0f  Dublin.  The  insurreetion  was  happily  quelled; 
alter  wUch  vast  quantities  of  arms  were  discovered, 
and  fldso  some  papers,  that  enabled  the  government  to 
take  steps .  to  prevent  a  general  rising.  Among  these 
dooun^ents  was  one  which  contained  an  obvious  allu- 
sion to  the  a^wpt  of  Despard ;  but  as  that  incendiary 
ImmI  already  expiitted  his  crime  on  the  soaff^d^  h  is 
reasonable  to  siqipose,  that  whatevw  correspondeMse 
there  might  have  been  between  him  and  tb^  Irish 
rebels,  was  destroyed. 

While  the  British  empire  was  thus  disturbed  by  plots 
and  rebellion,  differences  arose  which  threatened  the 
renewal  of  the  war  between  this  country  and  France. 
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BaonapRTte  soon  evificed  bis  raucoroiifl  enmity  to 
Bi]f[laiid  by  causing  a  number  of  vessels  to  be  seized^ 
wliichy  trusting  to  tlie  faith  of  the  late  treaty,  had  eil^ 
tered  French  ports  for  trade,  contrary  to  an  old  editt, 
that  by  the  revolution  had  been  considered  as  virtu- 
ally repealed.  This  measure  of  the  consular  govern* 
ment  was  the  prelude  to  various  complaints  on  both 
sides,  so  that  it  became  evident  the  relations  of  peace 
were  not  likely  to  be  of  any  long  continuance. 

The  French  despot,  after  this  aggression,  ventured 
to  make  demands  on  the  British  govenmimit,  which 
couid  not,  without  a  prostration  of  all  that  was  digni*' 
feed  and  honourable^  be  conceded.  These  requfsMonti 
y^^ve,  first,  that  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Boutimn, 
and  the  other  emigrants^  should  be  deprived  of  that 
protection  which  they  now  enjoyed ;  and,  in  the  nexl 
plfLce^  that  a  restriction  should  be  put  upon  the  pIcEss, 
irhich  was  continually  issuing  offensive  pubiicationit 
against  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  First  Consul. 

To.  the  first  of  these  prepiMsterous  demands,  it  watf 
eakoly  anslteted,  that  as  long  as  the  French  etrngtantB 
deported  themselves  witiiout  conunittiDg  acts:  hbstikr 
to  the  government  of  any  country  .wiUi  whieh  hb 
Miyasty  was  at-  peace,  he  slmuld  deem  it  inocmsistdnt 
with  bi#  honour  and  theconunon  lawsofhos^ltidrty 
to  withdraw  from  them  his  protebtion.  To  flMd'sebond, 
it  was  Taplied,  that  his  Majesty  neitfier  cooM  nor 
would,  m  conse^tienoe  of  any  nenaee  or  jrepiesentatiMi 
frofti  a  foreign  power,  make  the*  least  conoesAOn  tkiat 
might,  in  tkud  smaUest  degree,  prove  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  the. press,  as  secured  by  the  constttotlon. 

in  the  mean  time,  however,  a  prosecution  on  the 
patt  of  the  crown  Iras  instituted  against  Feltier^  the 
editor  df  a  French  journal,  for  libels  on  Buonaparte ; 
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but  though  a  verdict  of  goiUy  was  returned  by  the 
jury,  the  defendant  e»ca:geA  punishment,  omng  to  the 
pdidcal  changes  vnhich,  at  this  extraordinary  period, 
figain  banished  i>eace  from  the  earth. 

The  avowed  intention  of  Buonaparte  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Egypt,  and  the  encroachments  alrea4ly  made 
by  him  in  Europe,  reduced  the  British  government  to 
the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  up  an  establishnmity 
naval  and  mtUtary,  more  suited  to  a  state  of  war  Ihaa 
peaces 

.  Meanwhile,  the  occupancy .  of  Malta  became  the 
sulgect  of  dispute;  and.  the  more  the  First  Consul 
insisted  upon  our  evacuati<m  of  that  island^  the  more 
obvious  it  was  that  he  had  views  which  rendered  •  our 
retention  of  that  post,  and  Egypt  also,  essential  to  the 
security  of  our  Eastern  dominions. 
.  Though  active  negotiations  were  commenced  <m 
these  pojats  at  Paris,  between .  Lord  Wfaitwortk  and 
TaUqrrand,  such  was  the  impatience  of  finonapaito^ 
that,  dq[NurtiBg  from  the -usual  rules  of  diplomatic 
practke,  he  interfered  pevsonally  in  the  dincnsiiimi  f 
and  that  with  a  wanaAh.  which  shewed  too  cleariy  what 
England  had- to  expect  fh>m  his  sincerity* 

On  one  occasion,  after  inveighing  against  oar  govern^ 
ment  for  not  fulfilling  the'  treaty  of  Amiens,  he  expa^  ^ 
tiated  much  on  the  natural  fierce  of  the  two  eowrtiies. 
''  Fraace^  with  asi  amy  of  four  hundred  and  eig^ity 
thousand  men,  all  ready  for  the  most  desperate  enter- 
prises; and  England,  with  a  fleet  which- made  her 
mistress  of  the  seas,  might,  (he  said,)  with  a  proper 
understanding  of  each  other,  govern  the  woild ;  or>  by 
their  strife,  overturn  it.''  • 

This  extraordinary  man  had  so  little  command  of  his 
passions,  or  sense  of  dignity,  that  he  could  not  even 
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oiMsdnct  Umself  with  moderation  at. a  piiUfe ' letee. 
Oa  one  of  these  coiirt-day»  at  the  Tbuilleries^  he 
accMt^d'  Lord  Whitworth  in  a  very  agitated  manner, 
by  asking  what  news  he  had  firmn  Eni^ami*  His  loid^ 
Mp  said,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  two  days  before. 
Upon  this,  Bnonaparte,  without  ceremony ,  exclaimed; 
^'And  so  yon  are  determined  to  go  to  wart" '-  JSo,*' 
W^/^eA  the  minister,  ''we  are  too  sensible  of  the  advan^- 
tiges*  of  peace/'  The  First  Consul,  nnsoflened  by  this 
mildness,  went  on  saying,  ''  We  haye  already  wagei) 
wax  these  fifteen  years."  As  he  seemed  to  waitlbi'  an 
aoamdt,  his  lordship  properly  observed,  "lliat  is 
already  too  long."  "Bat,"  said  -  Bnonapavte,  **yovL 
wish  to  carry  it  on  for  fifteen  years  more ;'  and  yon 
itece  me  to  do  it."  Lord  Whitworth  assnred  him  that 
this  was  very  far  from  his  M aje^ty^s  tetentioiL  :  im-^ 
stead,  however,  of  dropping  a  snbfect  which  was  alto- 
gsAer  improper  for  Ae  place  and  occasion,  tUs-vialerit 
man  went  up  to  the  Russian  and  Spanish  ambaraadMnl, 
and  said  to  them,  '"The  English  wisb  ftv  war  ^  but'  if 
Ihey  ace  Ae  first  to  draw  the  sword,  i>  shkll-be  the 
last  to  sheathe  it.  lliey  have  ws  regard  for  treatiea 
We  must  henceforth  cover  them  with  shame."  He 
ikBtk  xmoed  ike  room,  bnt  soim  vetamed  to  Lord  Wfait- 
wortt>  and  began  again;  ^^  Fbr  what  reason  aw  these 
amamanlsf  Against  whom  are  these  measures  <j( 
pM^atleft?  I  have  not'  li  siogls*  Mp  of  the  Mm  fn 
the  iiorls  of  France :  boA  if  yon  will  ^atm,  1  sMi  arm 
likewise ;  if  you  wSl  go  to  War,  IshiOligo  io  war  also. 
Yofiimay  perhaps  be  aide  to?  destroy  France,  bat  nsver 

inamidttie  nen 

As  aU  eyes  and  ears  were  iutent  mpan  this  nerel 
scene.  Lord  Whitworth  cbneented  hjmself  with  cMiying, 
'''We  do  not  desire  either  the  one  or  the  other ;  we  wish 

3g 
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to  live  in  good  onderstanding  with  France/'  **  Then^" 
exclaimed  Baonaparte  aloud,  ^Mt  is  requisite  to  pay 
regard  to  treaties ; — ^wo  to  those  who  pay  no  regard  to 
treaties ;  they  will  be  responsible  for  it  to  all  Europe." 
As  the  man  was  in  a  storm  of  rage^  and  it  would  have 
been  useless  to  prolong  the  conversation  with  him  in 
such  a  state,  the  ambassador  preserved  a  dignified 
silence,  and  Buonaparte  left  the  room  for  his  private 
apartment,  though  there  were  two  hundred  persons 
present. 

Notwithstanding  these  indications  of  another  contest, 
tbo  discussions  were  carried  on  for  two  months  longer, 
without  pvoducing  any  thing  like  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government  to  idlay  the  jealousies 
that  had  been  justly  excited  by  its  restless  ambition. 

It  being,  therefore,  abundantly  evident  tbatnoseou* 
rtty  could  be  obtained  from  a  state  in  which  every 
thing  depended  upon  die  will  of  a  despot  who  was 
DnMstrained  by  oonsd^ice  or  law.  Lord  Whitwofth 
was  recalled,  and  on  the  19th  of  May  arrived  in  Lon*. 
don ;  the  declaration  of  war  having  been  issued  against 
France  the  day  preceding. 
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Nbvbr  did  Great  Britain  appear  to  siieh  advantafe 
as  at  this  dyentfal  crisis.  Tlie  war,  instead  of  para* 
lymng  her  efforts,  or  creating  despondency  among^  the 
people,  had  quite  a  contrary  effect.  The  yigorous  ex* 
ertions  of  the  govemmetit  were  promptly  seconded  by 
TOluntary  offers  of  serrice  in  all  parts  oi  the  empire ; 
from  one  end  of  which  to  the  other  th^e  appeared 
a  unanimous  spirit  of  resolute  determination  to  defend 
the  country,  or  to  perish  with  its  liberties  and  inde- 
pendtoce.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  legislatuve  was 
a  bill  for  embodying  a  new  species-  of  ndlitia,  under 
the  denomination  of  an  army  of  reserve ;  consisting, 
of  fifty  thousand  men  for  England,  and  ten  thousand 
for  Ireland,  raised  by  ballot,  and  olBcered  from  the 
line  and  half-pay  list. 

Another  measure,  still  more  gigantic,  was  an  act 
for  arming  and  training  the  whole  effective  male 
population  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  called  out  in  case  of 
actual  invasion,  and  to  remain  embodied  till  the  enemy 
should  be  completely  defeated. 

Besides  these  steps  of  legislative  precaution,  a 
spontaneous  feeling  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  burst 
forth    in    every  quarter,  and  /among  all  classes  of 
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society ;  so  that  in  a  short  interval  near  half  a  million 
of  men  appealed  ready  armed,  to  defend  their  native 
shores  against  an  unprincipled  and  insolent  foe. 

It  may  well  he  supposed,  that  amidst  the  vast 
accumulation  of  employment  produced  by  these 
immense  preparations,  most  of  which  were  of  an  un- 
precedaited  description,  the  situation  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief was  one  extremely  laborious.  The 
mind  of  the  Duke  of  York,  however,  was  naturally 
active,  and  the  habits  which  he  had  acquired  ren- 
dered him  fully  equal  to  the  various  calls  that  were  now 
incessantly  making  upon  his  time  and  resolution.  He 
had,  notwithstanding,  some  severe  trials  to  undergo  in 
the  discharge  of  his  public  duty ;  and  some  of  them  too 
of  a  nature  to  create  no  little  perplexity  and  uneasiness. 
Ajt  the  close  of  the  parliamentary  session  in  August, 
^n  extraordinary  motion  was  made  in  the  house  of 
lords  by  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  for  the  appointment  .of 
a  military  council.  In  support  of  the  proposed 
measure,  his  royal  highness  contended  that  auch  a 
counoU  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  very  arduous 
situation  in  whidb  the  country  was  placed ;  whea  the 
safety  and  independence  of  the  nation  might  depend 
on  the  prudence  and  energy  of  our  military  operations, 
and  when  we  had  to  contend  against  the  first  general 
of  the  age.  ''Other  leading  officers  of  the  state," 
the  royal  speaker  observed^ ''  had  boards  at  councils 
to  assist  their  ddiberations ;  and  there  was  no  public 
department  in  which  a  false  step  would  be  attended 
with  so  much  danger  as  that  of  the  army."  In  raply 
to  this  proposition,  it  was  justly  contended  by 
ministers,  that  such  a  council^  instead  of  assisting, 
would  embarrass  the  commander-in-chief  in  the  dis- 
chaige  of  his  professional  duties ;  and  that  the  present 
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arrangement  of  the  staff  of  his  royal  highness  was 
such,  as  to  render  an  estabHshment  of  this  nature 
absolutely  inexpedient  and  injurious. 

So  little  disposed  was  the  house  of  lords  to  entertain 
this  ungracious  proposition,  that  it  fell  immediately, 
without  being  even  pressed  to  a  division.  The  Duke  of 
York,  though  personally  touched  by  it,  took  no  interest 
in  the  question ;  but  another  circumstance  that  occurred 
at  this  time  affected  his  feelings  powerfully,  and  the 
more  so  as  he  was  placed  thereby  in  a  situation  which 
wholly  prevented  him  from  gratifying  his  wishes,  by 
obligations  of  a  nature  not  to  be  resisted.  The  Heir- 
Apparent  to  the  throne,  deeply  impressed  with  a  con- 
viction that  it  was  his  duty,  in  the  perilous  state  of 
the  country,  to  stand  foremost  in  its  defence,  applied 
to  Mr.  Addington  for  a  permanent  situation  in  the 
service,  suitable  to  his  birth  and  the  existing  danger. 
Not  receiving  any  satisfactory  answer  from  the 
minister,  his  royal  highness  addressed  himself  imme- 
diately to  the  King,  who,  in  a  short  note,  gave  him  a 
peremptory  refusal,  telling  him  at  the  same  time  that  he 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  ids  seal  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment. 

The  Prince  renewed  his  request,  but  without  eflSsct ; 
and  some  time  after,  the  ibllowicig  correspondence  on 
the  same  subject  occurred  between  his  royal  highness 
and  the  commander-in-chief. 


Brighton,  October  2,  1803. 
Mt  dear  Broth Eti, 
Bt  the  last  night's  Ouzette,  which  1  have  this  moment  received, 
I  perceive  that  an  extensiTe  piomolMon  has  taken  place  in  the 
Army,  wherein  my  pretensions  are  not  noticed ;  a  circumstance 
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which,  whatever  may  have  happened  on  other  oocasiansy  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  pass  by,  at  this  momentous  crisis,  without 
observation. 

My  standing  in  the  Army,  according  to  the  most  ordinary 
routine  of  promotion,  had  it  been  followed  up,  would  have  placed 
me  either  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  Generals,  or  the  head  of 
the  list  of  Lieutenant-Generals.  When  the  younger  branches  of 
my  Family  are  promoted  to  the  highest  military  situations,  my 
birth,  according  to  the  distinctions  usually  conferred  on  it,  should 
have  placed  me  first  on  that  list. 

I  hope  you  know  me  too  well  to  imagine,  that  idle,  inactive 
rank  is  in  my  view ;  much  less  in  the  direction  and  patronage  of 
the  military  departments,  an  object  which  suits  my  place  in  the 
state  or  my  inclinations;  but  in  a  moment  when  the  danger  of 
the  Country  is  thought  by  Government  so  urging  as  to  call  fbrdi 
every  arm  is  its  defence,  I  cannot  but  feel  myself  degraded, 
both  as  a  Prince  and  a  Soldier,  if  I  am  not  aUowed  to  take  a 
forward  and  distinguished  part  in  the  defence  of  that  Entire  aild 
Crown,  of  the  glory,  prosperity,  and  even  existence  of  that 
People,  in  all  which  mine  is  the  greatest  stake. 

To  be.  told)  I  may  display  this  zeal  solely  and  simply  at  the 
h£ad  of  my  regiment,  is  a  degrading  mockery. 

If  that  be  the  only  situation  allotted  me,  I  shall  certainly  do 
my  duty,  as  others  wilL  But  the  considerations,  to  which  I 
have  already  alluded,  entitle  me  to  expect,  and  bind  me  in  eVjSry 
way  to  require,  a  situation  more  correspondent  to  the  dignity 
of  my  own  character,  and  to  the  public  expectations. 

It  is  for  the  sake  of  tendering  my  services  in  a  way  more 
formal  and 'official  than  I  have  before  pursued,  that  I  address 
this  to  you,  my  dear  Brother,  as  the  Commander-in-chief,  by 
whose  councils  the  Constitution  presumes  that  the  military  de- 
partment is  administered.  If  those  who  have  the  honour  to 
advise  his  Majesty  on  tiiis  occasion,  shidl  deem  my  pretensiona, 
among  those  of  all  the  Royal  Family,  to  be  the  only  oncfit  to  be 
rejected  and  disdained,  I  may  at  least  hop&,  as' a  debt  of  juMice 
and  honour,  to  have  it  explained,  that  I  am  laid  by  in  virtue  of 
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that  judgment,  and  not  in  consequience  of  any'  omission  or  want 
of  energy  on  my  part 

I  ha?e,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  P.  W. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  &c. 


Horse-Guards,  October  6,  1803. 
Dearbst  Brother, 

Nothing  but  an  extraordinary  press  of  business  would  have 
prevented  me  from  acknowledging  sooner  your  letter  of  the 
2d  instant,  which  I  received,  while  at  Oatlands,  on  Monday 
evening. 

I  trust  that  you  are  too  well  acquainted  with  my  affection  for 
you,-  which  has  existed  since  our  most  tender  y^ars,  not  to  be 
assured  of  the  satisfaction  I  ever  have  felt,  and  ever  must  feel, 
in  forwarding,  when  in  my  power,  every  desire  or  object  of 
youx's,  and  therefofe  will  believe  how  much  I  must  Iregret  the 
impossibility  there  is,  upon  the  present  occasion,  of  my  executing 
your  wishes  of  laying  the  representation  contained  in  your  letter 
before  his  Majesty.  Suffer  me,  my  dear  Brother,  as  the  only 
answer  that  I  can  properly  give  you,  to  recall  to  your  memory 
what  passed  upon  the  same  subject  soon  after  his  Majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  place  me  at  the  head  of  the  army ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  with  your  usual  candour,  you  will  yourself 
see  the  absolute  necessity  of  my  declining  it. 

In  the  year  1795,  upon  a  general  promotion  taking  place,  at 
your  instance,  I  delivered  a  letter  Crom  yoo  to  his  Majesty, 
urgii^  your  pretensious  to  promotion  in  the  army ;  to  which  his 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  answer,  that  before  he  had  af^inted 
you  to  the  conunand  of  the  10th  light  Dragoons,  he  had  caused 
it  to  be  fully  explained  to  you,  what  his  sentiments  were  with 
respeet  to  a  Prince  of  Wales  entering  into  the  army,  and  the 
puUic  grounds  upon  which  he  never  could  admit  of  yow  con-> 
sideiiiig  it  as  a  proGossion,  or  of  yaw  being  promoted  in  the 
service ;  and  his  Miyesty,  at  tlie  aarae  time,  added  his  positive 
command  and  injunctions  to  me  never  to  .mention  this  subject 
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agafri  to  him,  and  to  il^diiie  hmtg  (lie  beav«ir«(C  tny  afQklitalioii 

of  the  same' nattire,  should  it  be  pFOpomd^td  tn^  i  >  n4id>  iftmpgie 

I  was  of  course  under  the  necessity  of  deliVerifig  to  ytt^^tad 

have  constantly  made  it  the  tale  of  my  conduct  evi6r  naee;  «ari, 

indeed,  I  hare  ever  considered  it  as  one  of  the*  grentek^ffMi 

of  affection  and  consideration  towards*  me,  on  the  :|mt.x>fi  Mb 

Majesty,  that  he  never  allowed  roe  to  become  a  pacty  »:  tikis 

tmsiness.  ^  •!»:.. 

"  Having  thus  stated  to  you  fairly  and  candidly  vhaibha8-]iialM, 

1-Blust  trust  you  will  see  that  there  can  be  no  groiiad»|ii|r  tk^ 

appi^h'ension  expressed  in  the  latter  part  of  your  Wteii  th»ltwy 

slur  can  attach  to  your  character  as  an  officer,  perticidafjy  ^,1 

recoltect  your  mentioning  to  me  yourself,  on  the^tny-in^ivAich 

^u  redeived  the  notification  of  your  appointment  to  tli^^^lQKh 

2i)^t  Dragoons,  the  explanation*  mud  condition  attaohad  toitilw 

4lis*M(i^68ty;  and,  therefore,  rarely,  you  must  be  satiafi^.t^ 

yoaf'i^t  being  advanced  in  militBry  rank  procosda  entirely  fi^oq^ 

•bis  Majesty's  sentiments  respecting  the  high  rai^  yoftt  kfi/i  ui 

the  Mate,  imd  notfiram  any  impression  ui&faviMtraUe  to  JqM•>.^^ . 

Believe  me  ever,  with  the  greatest  truth,        "  ^' -'^ '' 

dear  Brother,  '        "yM 

Your  most  affectionate  Brother,       '  *"  "* 

(Signed)  '    taEDBRitflc:*"^ 

Prince  of  Wales.  .  .  •  c  j  ^iv 

•      '  •■'■'■'"  BrightMi,  Oct^;^aMhI^ 

My  DsaK-BliOTttliB,':  :^     '  /.  ,  ,     »  . -r.  ,.♦ 

*  I '  il AYz^  tafan  ^iio4ay«  tn  c|^m4er  tliar  cpntente^of  7^.  te^ 
of  tlw  Mb  iiBt«^  w;  Order.!  to  -  b^  4|f .  9Qcaifat«  a^.  poasil^le:  i^^iOl 
aM«er,^h9€k  ^aai  nccoiiat  $0  ywi  for  $0  bein^  ^^yjyMTJc 
haps,  than  I  intended,  or  I  could  haf&,wi»bed.  -  .,  \\, . .. 
' '  i  eoafide  isntifidly  itf  the  *pe^9onal  kjnrtqess.and  ^i^tioiij^* 
pressed  in  your  letter^  and  9m&  for  tba(  iti^Api^^ttie  mq^  PS^' 
ing  to-tiouble  j^yt  ^slm  on  .j^  TwWW  «A|ifct,  jn.iirh^^j^  ^ 
not  £m  to  atft  «a  your  ii)(9jyi^»t|fiv  iftip.sim^  yo^Hlf^d^f on ; 
but  as*k  is  not  al  aU«iiiipn9faaUe  tba^l  every  par$,o(  t^i«^4ran^c* 
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tion  mkj  bt  pMkiy  wOMmd  lMmift«r»  it  m  of  the  utmoU 
wip»rttne>  to  wy  Iumow;  without  which  I  oan  hftre  M  htppir 
BfiM^  that  my  ODilduet  in  it  AaU  bt  fiuriy  vqpioMifted  And  cor» 
rocCi J  undtrttood.  When  I  made  a  teiid«r  of  my  aenricM  to  hie 
Majasty'*  vdiuitBn,  it  was  with  a  jast  and  naftund  «i|»ec(atioii 
that  my  offer  woald  have  beaa  aceeptad  m  the  way  in  wbkb 
alooeit  oobUL  have  baan  moat  faeaeficial  ao  my  otmairj,  or  c»» 
ditable  to  myself;  or,  if  that  foiled,  A^t  ai  kast  <in  jnadee  to 
ma)  die  fpesons  for  a  vafuaal  wioald  faanre  bean  distinoftly  ststMl, 
00  tec  tiia  Nation  might  be  satis6ad  that  noHhing  had  baea 
omittad  on  my  pait,  and  enabled  to  judge  of  the  9ididity  of  the 
seasons  assigned  for  sach  mfnsaL 

In  the  fiiat  tnstanee,  I  was  stfemd  to  his  Majeaty's  will  and 
phasorSy  and  now  I  am  informed  by  your  latter,  that  befoaa  ^he 
had  appoHHed  me  to  t)ie  ooatMnand  of  the  10th  light  Dragoon^ 
he  had  caused  it  to  be  fidiy  explained  to  me  what  his  Mnliaumts 
w«re  widi  tespact  to  a  Prinoe  of  MUas  entering  into  the  anny.^ 
R  is  fimpo^Me,  my  dear  Bcodier/lliat  I  should  kaov  ail  that 
passed  iMtwaen  tim  Kmg  and  yon;  hut  I  periecdy  veooiie^  the 
statement  yoi|  made  of  the  conyasation  you  had  had  with  his 
Majesty,  and  which  strictly  corresponds  with  that  in  your  letter 
now  befoie  me;  bnt  I  must,  at  the  same  tune,  ncall  to  your 
memory  my  poaitife  denial,  ^t  that  time,  of  any  condition  or 
stipulation  barring  been  made  upon  my  first  coming  into  the 
Anny;  and  I  am  in  possesston  of  fidl  mid  oom;dete  documents, 
whkb-proae  that  no  terms  whatever  wen  then  proposed,  at  least 
to  me,  whatever  might  liave  been  the  lattnthm;  and  thsrcom- 
municatioiis  wfaSch  I  Imve  found  it  neoessary  subsequently  to 
make,  have  ever  diseiahned  the  omstemie  «f  anbh  noempwmiss 
at  asiy  period,  as  notbing  ceadd  be  meee  srrene  to  my  natnra,  er 
moie  remote  from  my  mind. 

As  to  fhe  Gonvenation:  you  quote  in  1796,vriwn  tiie  King  was 
pleased  to  flppolnt  me  to  saooeed  Sir  William  Piet,  I  hwrenot 
the  most  slight  reooDection  of  its  hftving  mken  plaoa  between  ns« 
If  your  date  h  rights  ray  dear  Brother,  you  must  be  mistaken  in 
your  exact  terms,  or  at  least  in  the  conclusion  you  draw  from  it; 

3h 


for  ill  thd  intimacy  and  fanuKarity  of  pmmU  <ooiii^ilalkiii,  it  is 
not  at  all  untiMythat  I  should  ha^-tetnembeied  4lle«MiniuiiH 
cation  you  made  me  tlie  yearbdbre;  birt  that  I  «hoiM['hoM>ae- 
quiesced  in,  or  referred  to,  a  compromiBe  irtiioh  I  tie?er  niaiki'^ 
utterly  impossible.    Neither  in  his  Majesty's  letter  to  me,  nor  in 
^e  correspondence  with  Mr.  Addingtom,  (of  whieh  you  may  npt 
be  fully  infiMrmed)  is  there  one  wofd,  or  the  most  distant  alhmien 
t6  the  condition  stated  m  your  letter;  and  eten  if  I  had  ^Mioepted 
the  command  of  a  regiment  on  sneh  terms,  my  aoquicscekee 
oottld  only  have  lelation  to  the  ordinary  situation  of  the  tsouttfty, 
'  sttd  not  to  a  case  so  completely  out  of  all  contemplation  aD  that 
ttine,  as  the  probable  or  projected  invasion  of  this  kingdom,  %y  a 
f Of^gn  force*  sufficient  to  bring  its  safety  into  question. 
'    When  the  King  is  pleased  to  tell  me,  "that  riionld  the  enemy 
land,  he  shall  think  it  his  duty  to  set  an  example  in  defence  of 
-  lihe  countiy,''  that  is,  to  expose  the  only  life  which,  for  the  piMic 
welfttfe^  oilght  b6t  to  be  hazarded;  I  respect  and  admire  llie 
'  t>rh)dples  winch  dictate  (ihat  resolution,  and  as  my  heaSrt-^ws 
i^tbtfie'Same sentiments,  I  wish  to  partake  in  tiie  samedanget>th^ 
kr>  wilMigfrity  and  eflbct.  Wherever  his  Majesty  appears  as  Sing, 
-lie'«tetaiaiidcdmmaiide;  you  are  Commander-in-chief;  odieifis^ 
my 'family  are  high  in  military  station;  and  even  bythe.fatat 
iNreifete  a'ce«isid^ra/ble  number  of  ju^or  offioem  are  pi]A  over  ttfe. 
In  aU  these  arrangements,  the  Prmce  of  Wal^  alon^,  #hdse 
interest  in  the  eVeM  yieids^td  none  but  that  of  the  King,  i»'<db- 
vdgtfrded^^ABifled,  Ms  services  rejected ;  so  that,  in  faet,  he  Ms 
no  postoi?  station  whktsofeM4n  ^  'coflftM  6n  which  the  flit^of 
ike  ^ilewnand  kingdom  may<depend.-^!  d6  hot,  my  dear  Brdther, 
wdnderth*t,>in^e  iMrityofybur  pi^seht  tx56tipati(Ms,  tbes^oem- 
sideratiens'shoM  havebeen  overl6^ed;  they  are  now  in  your 
▼iew,  and  I  thibk  cantietfie^  to  make  a  due  impression.    Ab  to 
the  rest,  with  every  degree  of  esteem  possible  fer  your' j«M^flfMtot 
of  what  is  due  to  a  SeldiiB^V  lionour,'  I  muiftt  be  the  guardian  of 
mine  to  the  utiik>st  of  my  pow^r.    i  have,  &c. 

'  '      ••    •'  '•  •    (Signed)  G.  P. 

.    His  Royal  Highneito^  the  Duke  of  York. 


Mt  &»A«  BdkOTSBRy       )         Hor8e-Giwnl0y  Oct  U^  IBOdL* 
:  1  li%ve  Ikift  moment,  upon  my  asrival  initasriH  buod  your 
jstter,  and  Idse  no  tine  in  answering  that  j^ait  of  it  wbiobi  it 
a|>yoofffl-to  meh%hly  neceflflary,  should  be  dearly  understocict. 
M  -Indeed,  my  dear  Brother,  you  must  give  me  leaye  to  Te|ieat  to 

lyon^  that,  upon  the  fullest  consideration,  I  pesfectly  ceeoUact 
your  having  younidf  told  me^  at  Carlton  Houses  in  tibe  y^r 
•i793|.on  the- day  on  which  you  was  informed  of  his  M«^esty's 
•having  aoquiesced  in  your  request  of  being  a|»pointed  to  die 
jQoquDand  of  the  lOth  regiment  of  light  Dmgoons^  of  whidb.>Sir 
.  William  Pitt  was  then  Colonel,  the  message  and  oondidon  MMeh 

•  was  ddivered  to  you  from  his  Majesty^  and  which  his  Ma^eisly 

repeated  to  me  in  the  year  1795,  9B  mentioned  in  my  letter  of 

!&uaBday  last,  and  I  have  the  fullest  reason  to  know  that  there 

,aie  others  to  whom  at  that  time  you  mentioaed  the  same  o)r- 

casB^tance;  nor.  have  I  the  least  recoUectien  of  your^  having 

.denied  it  to  me;  when  I  delivered  to  you  the  Kioi^s  ansm^» aa 
I  $botiU  certainly  have  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to'recal  to 
.your  memory  what  you  had  told  me  younelf  ip  tber  yiear 'I70dkr 
.    Vq  conversation  whatever  passed  between  .U4^  as  yoa  justly 

;.rePMds  in  the  year  1796,  when  Sir.WiUiam-PiM^/v^ik«^pnm<Mb^ 

<  to  the  King's  Dragoon  Gruards»  wliich  .was  in  oonsaqueiioeof 
whi^'Was  arranged  .in  1793,  upon  your  fiiat  appoini^nent  to  the 

.  lOth  Li^t  Dfagoiona;  and  I  conodfa  that  ywr  niendioiiingfo 
.your  letter  my  having  stated  a  c^veniatioai  to  have^pass^d  bie« 
,twe^  us  in  1798^  must  have  ariseui  Amu  :Sonie  misapprehension, 

.  0fi  I  do.  not  find  tbatysar  evec^admortsdtoji^my  letter.:     . 
I  have Hhought  it 4u^ to jusbodiy my^dear  Srotber^ tikas  fuUy 
to  reply  to  those  parts  of  yopr  lettenin.wUfh..ypu  i^pptac  to  luwe 

.  mistaken  mine;  butf  as  I  ami  tojUdly  una^quasMted  with  the  ;cor- 
respondeaca  which. has  taken. ptaoe  apon  this  su^^eot,  I  muat.de- 
efoer^temg  aiiy  further  ^^  it.  < 

I  ramainrev^K^^  dear  Biother^ 
with  the  greatest  tenth, 
'  I   , .  ^Your  most  affectionate  Brother, 

;•'(  (Signed)        '  Fas»&Rici(. 


486  MMTOIE  Of  IVB  0OK1  09  ir\5mB. 

BfighMi,  Ott^  It,  1809. 

nt  mj  t^yiDf  to  yoar  lettftr  of  the  6lh  iBit»  «fakli^^mK 
taiAed.no  Mvt  of  aaswfilr  Co  mine  of  the  2d,  nve  h«fe  Mite  iitfo 
-m  jmnf  igvnbrm  aHeicalioa  upon  a  to^iic  ifAich  19  quite*  fbvdig«i 
to  Ike  fretisat  purpose.    Indeed,  the  whole  importance  of  it  ttaa  * 
m  a  se^iniag  'oeotitdiction  in  the  etatettent  d  m  fact,  nAidb  i« 
nnpleaiiaot  ^ven  upon  the  idlest  oocaekm.    I  nieant  tnrafteift,' 
thaldlolpteyiona  eonditfon  tb  forego  all  pietenaions  to  idteikii 
m»ki  nhder  any  cinmintCante,  had  been  impbied  npon  nBP,'nr 
e«M' jnhmifcled  to  me,  in  any  ihape  whatever,  on  my  fiiet  cM^' 
ing  bto  the  serrioe;  and»  with  as  much  cenfidenoe  ascan  benwd^* 
in  maintaining  a  negative,  I  repeat  that  astertion« 

'WlieiK  I  first  became  acquainted  with  hn  Majesty's  purpose 
lo  withhold  from  me  tother  adyancemeot,  it  is  uapossMe^te 
recollect;  but  that  it  was  so  eaily  as  the  year  1793, 1  do  not 
lemember;  and  if-your  expfessions  were  less  positive,  I  shonld 
add^)--40t  beliere?  bat  I  eertainly  knew  it,  as  you  well  know,  in 
1796,  tod  possibly  before. 

WewmKthia«a9Bggdbiwv,thaefiM  I  eooU  nalrlldAV>f 
Hsigping'miy  Mgidient^  if  under  oHier  ctromnstanoes  I  had  bd^ 
^Uepfsad  io.ido  it;  bnt^  in  crath,  my  rank  in  Ibe  natidn  4dAM 
ndiiMuf^^  inordinary  times  a  lAatt^  of  UlUaoonasqaeM^'' 
eMmi^t^myoaarpit^fateftielibgik  TUa  tentiftnent  I  uonvayei^ 
t#  ydaia  my  'letter  of  tfae  M>  wfpj^  ^e^pMidy,  thttt  mefb  "idle ' 

inactive  rank  was  in  no  sort  my  Object;  ■    .,  -  -hi  *ri 

B\it  upmr  the  preipeot^if  aHeawifnieyv  vrheiia^he  Kin^iitfaa 
tol  tiles  fte:fid|l,  and  the  jspirit  oa  entyJMim  -was  irooMifr  li» 
easdioa,ih0fia*ewb|ak'lt)teapy  ki'^%  nation  mute  it-iedi^i 
psBsaMfe  t»deknand  a  pose  ootiespendtiht  to^that>)te0e,'aml4o- 
tbs4ialiiioeapeelatisn4(  3M|  sttilhaei^  I  hate  Hm  ha|i|inai^^ 
be  assured,  in  a  letter  on  this  ooeasian>  nmde  a  stn»|;  impssip* 
sion  upon  the  mind,  and  commansbd  the*  nnpect,  of  one  v4ry 
hig^  in  Oovemmenu 

The  only  pDnpose  ^diJs  Istteiv  my  dettr  Brother,  is  io  eap1Mh> 
since.  thaS^  is .  naeessafV^'that  my  former  ones  meant  not  to  give 
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jaaibmtxaMndt  ipttic»d>ig  as  tny  advocata  for  mere  rank  in 
the  Army.  Urging  further,  my  other  more  iinpoiVuii^clflinnf  lipon 
Gofttrntaeyiiy  wcndd  be  vainly  addrened  to  any  peraon  who  ean 
refiHy.UMfik  that  a  fonner  refoaal  of  mere  rank,  under  circum* 
s\9ima  8p  widely  diffeient,  or  the  moat  express  waving  of  ^wHv 
pietewoQs,  if  that  had  been  the  caae>  fuinishefl  ike  ligUest 
coloar  for  the  answer  which  I  have  received  to  the  tenders  I  have 
nxiyr  jaade  Of  my  lervipea. 

..Yoiir  de^Mirtmenty  my  dear  Brotheri  waa  meant^  if  I.  maat 
repeat; ity^aimply  aa  a  channel  to  convey  Aat  lender  lo>GovMw 
mwti  and  to  obtain  either  their  atto&tkm  to  it;  ee  mB'-apem 
aTmaloflbeirieCuaal. 

^  I  am,  docb  &c.   < 
(Signed)  fG.F/ 

Hk  Bcxyal  Higbaesa  the  Duke  of  Yctk. 


.f »' 


^j 


t  •  .«• 


■    *     • 


Honie4jhiaida^  October  19, 1903. 
DSAK  BmoTfiAR,  .  '     .       " 

1^1  ^AfM  leceinied  yov  kffeler  ihm  moanung,  and  am  eorry  to 
fi^  tbi^  yott  think  that  I  have  -miaeonceived.  the  meaning  of 
jaMU  foit.lelterylhewb#}e  tenor  of  wbiehi  and  the  maksffypvei^ 
ni9tie&,iA»hg|M^'ii0e'^  it^  led  aie  nataaHyt to  rapposeylmr 
daaijPa/waa,  thai  I  should  apply  t^ hie  MtyesAyvw  myoffleial 
e»|l«citf)  lofifa  y«ii  iwilitary  vwftk,  to  wfaidi  tnigfatbe  attacbeA* 
the  idea  of  subsequent  commaiBd* . 

;Sha|b.  I?  kmk  iny^ll  vndee  the  neeeanty  of  dediuing.  In 
obedteee>toMs  M^jtfRyV-poimedofdera^iaa  I  ex^hineftti>'ytni 
tt my-Wlter «lth» M»  inMal.  B«if4>m  yewv Wft^r  of  tO'^ny, 
I  nAk  to.  iMideTVtaiidt  that. your ebjece  is  oet^militery  rank,  but 
thlit^a  post,  ahould'bn  aUaneA  to  ycm^  tpm  ihe  present  emer* 
geyyv  eoitabto  tOrywe  sitmmieii  in  tlw  State**  • 

/vn^i><Hm9ai«o4i>  bft^pdrely  «  politicalccftMagiulSou',  vnd, na 
sndi,  totriiy  oat  of  my  depaitment;  and  asl  have  mdst  care^ 
fally:.amded,.a(laS>tiine?v  a^d-  under  M  dscmnatances,  £Ver 
interfering  in. any  political  poiatf,  I  must  hope  that  70U  win  not 
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call  upon  wfi  to  deviate  from  the  principtea  by  which  I  have  been 
inyariably  govemedi 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Brolhi^,  - 

Your  moat  affectionate  Brolher#  - 
(Signed)  Fredericic. 

Prince  of  Wales. 


Carlton-Houae,  October  14,  1803. 
Mt  dear  Brother, 

It  cannot  but  be  painful  to  me,  to  be  redueed  to  tiieiieeMsity 
of  .further  .explanation  on  a  subject  wbidd  it  was  my  eameat 
vrisb  to  have  closed,  and  which  was  of  so  clear  and  distfiu^ 
a  nature^  aa,  i|i  my  humble  judgment,  to  have  predudad  the 
possibility  of  either  doubt  or  misunderstanding. 
•  Surely  there  must  be  some  strange  fatality  to  ohacoiip  Qiy 
language  in  statement,  or  leave  me  somewhat  ^6cient  in  .the 
powers  of  explanation,  when  it  can  lead  your  mind,  my^  daar 
J^rpth^r,  to  such  a  .palpable  misconstruction  (for  far  be  it  fiMi 
me  to  fancy  it  wilful)  of  my  meaning,  as  to.  suppose^-  for.  ci 
nioin,q[^,  ^t  .1  had  unopnnected  my  ol^ject  with  ^jfkiemi  imfi- 
tary  rank,  and  transferred  it  entirely  to  the  view-  of  a  poUtM^ 
9/<^^io»,.|vl^^,you  veoturp  to  tell  me,  '^  my  object  is  not  aaiti|ary 
rank,  but  that  a  post  should  be  aUotted  to  mer  upon  ikte^pr/BBfittf 
ffnergeipcy^  suitd^le  ,to  my  situation  in  the  State,''  >  Upen.whfft 
ground  jou.  ca»  haaaod  such  an  ass^on,  or  lyMm  wh^  pri%- 
ciples  you  can  draw  suc)>  fm  infe^r^q^  I.  am  .uttfdy^  al  arlosa.to 
determine;  ^r  |  defy  jthe^mQstskilfuJi  logician. ip  .tortu^g  t)|e 
Ei^gUsh  lai^uage,  to  apply,  wUh  fairness,  such  a  construction 
to  any  word  or  phrase  of  mine  contained  in  any  one  of  the  letters 
I  have  ever  written  on  thi^,  io  me^  itost  interesting  subject 

I  call  npaa  you  to  re-peruse  the  correspondence.  In  my  letter 
of  the  2d  instant,  I  told  you,  unequivocaUy,  that  *'  I  hope  yon 
know  me  too  well  to  imagine  that  idle,  wacHve,  rank^was  in  my 
view,"  and  that  sentiment,  I  beg  you  carefully  to  observe,  I  have 
in  no  instance  whatever,  for  one  single  momient,  relinquished  or 
departed  from. 
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Gifing,  -at^  I  did,  al!  the  eonkiderations  of  my  heart  to  the 
delicacy  and  difficulties  of  your  situation ;  nothing  could  have 
been  more  repugnant  to  my  thoughts,  or  to  my  disposition,  than 
to  have  imposed  upon  you,  my  dear  Brother,  either  in  your 
capeuity  as  Commander-in-chief>  or  in  the  near  relationship 
which  subsists  between  us,  the  task,  much  less  the  expectation, 
of  causing  you  to  risk  any  displeasure  from  his  Majesty,  by 
disobeying  in  any  degree  his  commands,  although  they  were 
even  to  militate  against  myself. 

'  But,  with  the  impulse  of  my  feelings  towards  you,  and  quickly 
'conceiviog  what  friendship  and  affection  may  be  capable  of,  I 
did  not,  I  own,  think  it  entirely  impossible  that  you  might, 
considering  the  magnitude  and  importance  which  die  object 
carries  with  it,  have  officially  advanced  my  wishes,  as  a  matter 
^f  propriety,  to  military  rank  and  subsequent  command, 
through  his  Majesty's  ministers,  for  that  direct  purpose;  espe- 
cially when  the  honour  of  my  character,  and  my. future  fame  in 
life,'  were  so  deeply  involved  in  the  consideration ;  for  I  must 
here  emphatically  again  repeat,  ''  that  idle,  inactive  tank,  was 
KBven  in  my  view,"  and  that  military  rank,  with  its  consequent 
cottmand,  was  never  out  of\i» 

i  Feeling  how  useless,  as  well  as  ungracious,  controversy  is  upon 
^very  occasion,  and  knowing  how  fatally  it  operates  on  human 
"fiiendship,  I  must  entreat  that  bur  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject shall  eease  here ;  fof  nothing  could  be  more  dlsttesilring  to 
me  than  to  prolong  a  topic,  on  which  it  is  now  clear  to  me,  my 
d^  BMher,  that  yok  idd '  t  can  never  agree,  &c.  9lc, 

(Signed)  G.P. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Dul^e  of  York. 


I 
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CHAP.  XI. 


A.  D.  1804  to  1808. 

Such  was  Ibe  energy  displayed  by  tbe  govenuaent 
and  tbe  people  mi  the  renewal  efbostaUti^^  tkai  witiku 
a  few  montiis  the  military  strength  of  the  country 
actnaUy  enrolled  and  in  senrtee  amoanted  to  aiat 
htmdred  and  fifteen  tbonsand  nen;  besides  wUdb^ 
there  might  on  oceasion  be  raised  a  sapplementary 
force  of  eighty-fire  thousand,  capable  of  bearing  arms. 
Oreat,  however,  as  the  nation  shewed  itsdf  at  this 
period,  it  became  evident  that  the  people  had  little  or 
no  confidence  in  the  ministry.  In  consequence  oi 
ibia,  a  sudden  change  took  place  at  the  beginning  of 
May,  1804^  when  Mr.  Pitt  resumed  the  reins  of  stat^ 
assisted  by  several  of  his  old  friends ;  but  most  of  hi$ 
former  associates  now  forsodL  him,  and  remained  in 
opposition. 

Prance  also  at  this  time  exhibited  changes  of  another 
kind,  but  such  as  might  easily  have  been  foreseen. 
Buonaparte  was  not  a  man  likely  to  stop  short  in  the 
career  of  ambition,  or  to  be  contented  wiA  the  power 
without  the  splendour  of  a  crown.  In  accomplishing 
this  object  he  found  no  difficulty,  for  Liberty,  Equality, 
and  the  Rights  of  Man  had  long  ceased  to  charm  the 
volatile  Parisians,  and  as  to  the  provinces,  the  inha- 
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foitants  in  general  were  become  perfectly  indifferent 
to  revolutions.  The  assumption  of  the  imperial  title, 
therefore^  so  far  from  causing  any  convulsion  in  France, 
seemed  on  the  contrary  to  afford  universal  pleasure ; 
and  the  people  danced  in  their  chains  with  as  much 
hilarity  as  they  had  lately  done  in  the  madness  of 
republicanism. 

Napoleon,  soon  after  his  elevation  to  his  new  dignity, 
repeated  the  old  farce  of  addressing  a  letter  personally 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  announcing  his  '^  Call  by 
Divine  Providence  to  the  throne  of  France,"  and  in- 
viting his  august  '•  Brother,"  to  enter  into  a  negociation 
for  the  restoration  of  peace. 

Although  such  a  correspondence  adopted  by  the 
French  ruler  was  contrary  to  all  etiquette^  and  shewed 
how  little  he  had  studied  the  ordinary  forms  of  good 
breeding;  an  answer  to  this  epistle  was  written  by 
lord  Mulgrave  to  M.  Talleyrand,  signifying  that  his 
Majesty,  desirous  as  he  was  of  peace,  could  listen  to 
no  overtures  till  he  had  communicated  with  bis  con- 
tinental connexions,  ^  particularly  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander. The  Russian  monarch,  upon  being  applied  to 
on  the  subject,  immediately  despatched  an  envoy 
extraordinary  to  France,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a 
negociation  between  the  two  powers.  But  before  the 
ambassador  reached  Paris,  the  emperor  was  informed 
that  Buonaparte,  wjiile  professing  a  pacific  disposition, 
had  annexed  the  republic  of  Genoa  to  his  dominion. 
In  consequence  of  this  perfidy,  the  Russian  minister 
was  recalled,  and  a  manifesto  was  published,  stating, 
that  all  hope  of  restoring  tranquillity  to  Europe  was 
destroyed. 

It  was  now  clear  that  the  war,  instead  of  being 
brought  to  a  close,  was  about  to  take  a  wider  range, 

3i 
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and  that  not  a  power  on  the  coDtmcnt  would  be  kmg 
snffored  to  remain  in  peace.  The  emperor  of  Austria 
hwring  beoome  alarmed  for  his  safety,  consented  to 
join  the  oonfederacy  against  Buonaparte ;  who,  on  his 
side,  did  not  oontinne  inaotiYe. 

With  his  wonted  alacrity,  he  appeared  a^  Strasboigh 
before  the  end  of  September  with  an  immense  amy ; 
and  in  less  than  a  month  made  himself  master  of  Ulm, 
tile  possession  of  which  opened  to  hkn  the  passage  to 
Vienna.  The  emperor  of  Anststa  itow  endeavoured  to 
save  his  capital,  by  proposing  an^  armbtice  to  the 
victor.  Napolecm,  in  reply,  demanded  that  the  Rna* 
sian  forces,  then  on  the  march,  shonid  letam  hone ; 
that  the  Hnagarian  levies  should  be  disbanded ;  and 
that  the  Anstxian  troops  should  be  withdrawn  firom 
the  Venetian  states  and  the  Tyrol. 

A  compUance  wi&  these  conditions  would  have 
reduced  the  tiirsne  of  Austria  to  a  state  of  scrvUads; 
and,  therefore,  Vienna  was  abandoned  to  tike  French, 
who  entered  it  soon  afterwards.  By  this  time  nnofher 
power  begun  to  evince  appsdiensisns  fer  its  fiile;  and 
on  the  26th  of  October  a  contract  was  entered  into 
between  the  kmg  of  Prussia  and  the  emperor  Alexmi* 
der,  who  swore  eternal  fiiendsUp  to  each  otiier,  over 
the  tomb  of  Frederick  the  Great 

Tlie  rapid  progress  of  the  French  arms,  however, 
quickly  dissolved  this  connexion;  and  the  battle  of 
Austerlitz,  fought  on  the  2d  of  December,  put  an  end 
to  the  confederacy  and  the  campaign. 

Thus  gloomily,  for  the  continent,  closed  the  year 
1805;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  victeNry  of  Trafalgar 
extinguished  the  hopes  of  Buonaparte  to  grasp  the 
empire  of  the  main;  and  England  still  reared  her  head 
in,  triumph,  while  her  hardy  sons,  animated  by  the 
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spirit  of  iiidependeiiw,  defied  the  foe  to  put  his  threats 
of  invasion  into  execution. 

Nor  let  it  eyer  be  forgotten,  that,  fer  tbe  adyan- 
tageons  poaitioa  which  rendered  the  nation  an  object 
of  wonder  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  pnUic  gratitude 
was  due  in  a  great  degree  to  the  Dnke  of  York.  Inde^ 
fatigable  in  his  exertions,  and  impartial  in  his  adnunis-* 
tration,  he  so  organized  and  invigorated  the  immense 
military  foroe  of  which  he  had  the  dir eotioo^  tbet  one 
spirit  pervaded  the  whole  body.  . 

Though  constantly  occupied,  he  pmd  strict  and 
prompt  attention  to  all  applications  that  were  made  to 
him,  without  any  distancti<m  oi  persons.  In  the  dist 
charge  of  his  official  duty  he  studiously  avoided  al) 
political  influence,  and  in  no  instance  suffered  a  bias 
of  that  sort  to  operate  in  military  promotion. 

An  instance  of  this  assiduity  and  impartiality  occurs 
in  the  history  of  the  late  Bishop  Watson,  as  left  for 
publication  by  himself.  That  prelate,  it  is  well  known, 
wms  personally  obnoxions  at  court,  and  in  no  good 
favour  with  any  of  the  ministers.  Notwithstanding 
this,  on  the  marriage  of  his  son,  then  a  major  in  tbi^ 
aany>  the  biijihop  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Dnke  of  York 
soUciting  his  protection.  By  the  return  of  ppst  he 
received  a  most  obliging  answer;  and  in  about  two 
■Montha  the  spn  waa  s^dtancedt  without  pnichMe^  to  a 
lieutenantrcolonelcy  in  the  Guards. 

On  this  transition  the  bishop  (4^9^— 

''After  having  experiencedj  tor  i^bove  twenty-fou^ 
years,  the  neglect  of  his  AIf0^9ty'^  ministers^  I  received 
yraat  s^tisfactioB  from  tl^is  attention  of  his  Son,  and 
shall  cajrry  with  me  to  my  gr^ve  a  most  grateful  memory 
of  his  goodness,  I  coid4  not  at  the  tin>e  forbid  ex- 
pv^WPg  war  «ck(u>wMgiiieiit  in  (he  Uliommfi  letter--- 
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"  Calgaith  Park,  Nor.  9,  1806. 

*  Do  my  Lord  of  Canteibury 
Bat  ODe  good  tuniy  and  he's  your  fnend  for  ever/' 

'^  Thus  Shakspeare  makes  Henry  VIII.*  speak '  of 
Cranmer ;  and  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  humbly 
entreat  yonr  Royal  Highness  to  belieye,  that  the  senti- 
ment is  as  applicable  to  the  Bishop  of  Landaff  as  it 
was  to  Cranmer. 

''The  bis  dat  qui  cito  dat  has  been  most  kindly 
thought  of  in  this  promotion  of  my  son  ;  and  I  know 
not  which  is  most  dear  to  my  feelings,  the  matter  of 
the  obligation,  or  the  noble  manner  of  its  being  con- 
ferred. I  sincerely  hope  your  Royal  Highness  will 
pardon  this  my  intrusion,  in  thus  expressing  my  most 
grateful  acknowledgment  for  them  both." 


Mm^tf^ 


The  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  at  the  beginning  of  180ff, 
necessarily  produced  a  general  change  in  the  adminis- 
tration, but  without  affecting  the  Duke  of  York.  Tlie 
same  year  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  impeach- 
ment of  Lord  Melville  for  malversation  in  his  office 
when  treasurer  of  the  navy.  The  charges  against  this 
celebrated  statesman  were  branched  out  into  ten 
articles ;  but  after  the  most  rigid  investigation,  nothing 
more  could  be  proved  against  him  thsui  a  culpable 
negligence  in  suffering  his  paymaster.  Trotter,  to  de- 
posit the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  private  bankere, 
contrary  to  an  express  statute  which  had  been  actually 
brought  in  by  Lord  MelvOle  himself.  ^ 

At  the  close  of  the  trial,  which  the  Duke  of  York 
attended  throughout,  his  royal  highness  pronounced  a 
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judgment  of  guilty  on  the  third  head  of  accusation, 
charging  the  noble  defendant  with  culpable  negligence, 
but  upon  all  the  others  he  gave  an  opposite  verdict ; 
and  the  result  was  a  general  acquitted. 

Some  notice  has  already  been  taken  of  the  important 
discovery  of  vaccination,  and  of  the  sordid  attempts 
made  by  some  practitioners  to  invalidate  the  claims 
of  Dr.  Jenner,  who  first  brought  this  invaluable  benefit 
to  light. 

The  Duke  of  York,  on  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  base  arts  which  had  been  adopted  to  gain  his 
patronage  in  favour  of  an  institution  founded  upon 
fraud,  withdrew  his  name  from  it ;  but  still  continued 
a  firm  friend  to  the  new  mode  of  inoculation.  Impressr 
ed  with  a  sense  of  the  vast  advantage  of  the  practice, 
he  afterwards  became  a  subscriber  to  the  Royal  Jenne- 
rian  Society,  and  in  the  present  year  took  the  chair  at 
their  anniversary  dinner.  On  this  occasion,  his  royal 
highness  said,  that  ever  since  the  first  establishment  of 
the  institution  he  had  been  its  cordial  friend,  from  a 
firm  conviction  that  it  would  be  of  unspeakable  benefit 
to  mankind.  He  assured  them  that  no  one  could  more 
sincerely  wish  success  to  the  Society,  than  he  did.  He, 
at  the  same  time,  expressed  his  regret  that  the  misre- 
presentations of  certain  interested  individuals  should, 
in  some  measure,  have  damped  the  ardour  of  the 
friends  of  vaccination,  and  checked  their  exertions ; 
but  he  had  no  doubt  the  world  would  soon  be  con- 
vinced that  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  practice 
were  above  all  opposition,  and  that  its  beneficial  effects 
would  speedily  be  extended  to  every  part  of  the  globe. 
-  The  state  of  Europe  at  this  period  was  extremely 
critical.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  successors  of 
Mr.  Pitt  was  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace 
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the  Frendi  govenuMnt ;  bnlwliSe  this  bnaiiittss 
went  OB,  Buonaparte  was  employed  in  maUng  prepa^ 
rations  for  an  attack  npon  Proaaia. 

To  keep  the  FngKnh  fimn  penetrattaif  into  hit 
designs,  he  encooraged  the  Pope  that  peace  was  at 
hand.  Montifais,  however,  passed  away  in  diploiBatio 
ambiguity ;  and  before  any  thing  was  oondnded,  lir»* 
poleon  abruptly  left  Paris  with  his  minister  TatteyHmd, 
leaving  a  subordinate  agent  to  carry  on  the  negoclattoii 
with  the  British  envoy. 

The  fiBile  of  Prassia  was  soon  sealed;  and  whea 
Frederick  William,  in  this  exigency,  applied  to  the 
English  caUnet  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoiisan4 
stand  of  arras,  to  enable  him  to  equip  as  many  aoUUsrs 
against  the  invader,  his  request  was  rejected.  Minis* 
ters,  however,  at  last  condescended  to  reniit  the  dis* 
tressed  monarch  a  sum  of  eighty  thousand  pounds, 
which,  instead  of  assisting  him,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  French.  Even  the  empdtot  of  Russia  was  nat 
better  treaeted,  and  his  application  to  negociate  a  loan 
among  the  mcmeyed  interest  in  this  cguntry  was  vsfopedt 
The  consequences  of  this  strange  policy  v^j^  thf 
occupancy  of  Berlin  by  the  French,  the  deCpat  of  the 
Russians  at  Friedland,  and  the  condusioa  of  the  treaty 
of  Tilsit,  by  which  British  commence  was  ^(daded 
from  all  the  ports  of  the  Baltic. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  death  of  Mj*  Fox  occasi9Qe4 
another  ministerial  change,  though  without  any  alteaar 
tion  of  public  measures,  or  bringing  the  nation  out  of 
its  difllculties.  England,  iustead  of  gaiuing  peace, 
was  now,  without  a  single  friend  or  ally,  left  t? 
combat  an  inveterate  memj,  whose  recent  victoria 
made  him  master  of  the  whole  oontiaeat  of  jBoqop«v 
from  the  Froaen  Sea  to  the  D«irianell#s> 
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Sudi  ims  the  ptospect  abroad,  aikl  the  condition 
of  tfaittge  «t  home  piese&ted  a  view  equally  cheeiless« 
The  iBoome  tax  was  doubled ;  the  volaoleOT  systeu, 
which  had  insinied  all  the  yoath  of  the  aatioa  with 
patriotic  afdour,  was  crippled ;  and  an  atUmpt  was 
made  hy  the  Yistoaary  gem^as  of  Mr.  Wiadham,  the 
new  secietary  at  war^  to  re-organize  the  wh<de  cMisti- 
ttttioii  of  the  army. 

Bat  while  thas  experimoitalizing  with  the  nalaoaal 
resoarces,  instead  of  calling  them  fcwth  into  efficient 
action  against  an  adyersary  fit>m  whose  energy  they 
might  at  least  have  learned  a  profitable  lesson,  anetiier 
political  revokition  suddenly  drove  the  miaisteie  ftom 
the  seat  of  power,  to  which  they  were  doomed"  nevw 
to  retara. 

The  jealousy  of  the  King,  in  rq;aod  to  llie  claims 
of  the  Irish  Romanists,  was  so  well  known,  that  even 
Mr.  Fox,  from  whose  avowed  principles  and  con- 
nexions that  party  had  been  led  to  expect  a  speedy 
relief  from  the  disabilities  under  which  they  laboured, 
decUned  to  intoest  himself  in  their  cause  when  admit- 
ted into  the  cabinet. 

It  might  have  been  tiiought  that  what  that  gveat 
mui  censideted  imprudent,  neiM  ci  his  colleagues 
would  have  ventured  to  agitate.  But  the  case  was 
otherwise,  and  on  the  dendse  ^of  Mr.  Fox  it  was 
resolved  to  hazatfd  an  attempt  to  caarry  by  a  manopuvre 
what  the  maaagets  were  awace  they  ceuld  not  obtada 
in  an  open  and  direct  way. 

Serious  representations  were  forwarded  ftom  the 
government  of  Ireland,  on  the  tiecessity  of  granting 
ftirther  indn^nce  to  the,  OathoUcs  of  that  kingdoou 
In  1796  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Irish  padiamen^ 
'*"^W'^g  members  of  the  Bomau  €ath<^c  pevsuaaioa 
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to  hold  any  commissions  in  the  anny,  except  on  the 
staff*  As,  however,  the  benefit  of  this  act  was  liniited 
to  that  country,  the  officers  so  privileged  vacated  their 
commissions,  on  the  removal  of  the  regimenta  to  which 
they  belonged  into  any  other  part  of  the  empire,  hk 
this  respect  there  was  an  evil  that  wanted  redress, 
which  might  easily  have  been  applied,  without  endan- 
gering the  constitution.  On  application  to  the  King, 
he  consented  that  the  act  in  question  should  be  made 
operative  throughout  the  United  Kingdom;  but  the 
royal  sanction  was  accompanied  with  this  express 
condition,  that  nothing  farther  would  be  suffered. 

When  the  official  intelligence  of  this  arraagmient 
reached  Irdand,  so  ambiguously  was  the  communica'- 
tion  worded,  that  neither  the  government  there,  nor  the 
Catholic  leaders,  could  comprehend  what  was  actually 
intended.  i 

In  this  embarrassment  Mr.  Elliot,  the  secretary  to 
the  lord' lieutenant,  wrote  inunediately  over  f(Mr  iostruo- 
tions,  as  the  Catholics  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
all  commissions  in  the  navy  and  army  were  to  be 
thrown  open  to  them. 

This '  document  was  alone  sufficient  to  shew  the 
magnitude  of  the  error  that  had  been  conunitted»  9m4 
the  dangerous  oonsequetaces  to  be  appBehanded.  She 
upright  course  would  have  been  to  have  rectiAHl'  Ihe 
misapptehenaion  by  stating  the  plain  circunuitaiices 
of  the  arrangement^  and  the  exidieit  avowal  of  the 
King,  "  that  on  no  consideration  whatever  wo«|d  he  go 
a  step  farther." 

At  all  events^  his  Miyesty  ought  to  have  been  ma4e 
acquainted  with  the  doubts  that  were  raised,  and  with 
the  anxiety  for  a  clear  understanding  on  the  sutif  ect, 
that  existed  among  the  persons  particularly  interested 
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in  the  subject.  It  is  customary  on  all  occasions  to 
send  official  despatches,  as  they  arrive,  in  a  box  to  the 
Sovereign,  wherever  he  may  be ;  and  when  any  thing 
very  important  occurs,  the  documents  are  always 
accompanied  by  some  memorandums,  to  call  for  the 
royal  attention.  Now,  though  the  letter  of  the  Irish 
secretary  was  of  a  nature  that  required  a  minute  and 
more  than  ordinary  regard  to  this  rule ;  yet,  strange  to 
say,  the  despatch,  momentous  as  it  was,  and  peculiarly 
affecting  the  peace  of  mind  and  honour  of  the  monarch, 
was  sent  down  to  Windsor  as  a  common  and  insignifi* 
cant  note,  unattended  with  a  single  mark  or  question 
to  clear  up  the  perplexing  difficulty,  and  prevent  any 
farther  misunderstanding.  On  this  account  the  pap^ 
was  returned,  amidst  a  mass  of  ordinary  formularies, 
without  undergoing  any  examination. 

This  silence,  on  the  part  of  the  King,  was  interpreted 
into  a  tacit  assent  to  the  measure  which  the  politic 
statesmen  had  been  projecting;  and  accordingly  a 
second  despatch  was  sent  off,  to  inform  the  Irish 
{•vemment  that  all  commissions,  without  exception^ 
would  henceforth  be  open  to  the  Boman  Catholics. 

Thus  stood  tile  matter  when  the  King  came  to  town, 
Iwt  he  said  nothing  on  the  subject,  nor  did  the  minis- 
ters say  any  thii^  to  him,  though  they  were  at  this 
very  time  manufttcturing  a  bill,  not  for  the  extension 
of  tibe  Irish  Act,  but  a  new  one,  by  which  aU  the  tests 
ttnd  oaths  were  to  be  repealed,  and  promotion  in  both 
branches  of  the  service  made  equal  to  Catholics  and 
Protestants.  This  biU  was  actually  brought  into  the 
house  of  commons,  and  read  the  first  time  in  the  usual 
course,  without  the  King  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
ihatler :  nor  would  he  have  been  made  acquainted  with 
it,  had  he  not  casually  asked  Lord  Howick  (now  Earl 

8x 
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Grey)  what  was  goinf  forwatd  in  ihe  honae  of  ix^m*- 
mens.  His  lordship  answered,  that  the  second  readiag 
of  the  bill  in  qnestiM  was  to  take  place  on  that  diay. 
His  Majesty  then  inquired,  if  it  was  the  same  as  the 
Irish  Act ;  and  on  bring  informed  that  there  were  some 
additional  provisions,  he  at  once  expressed  his  de- 
cided displeasure  at  the  violation  of  the  agreem^ftt* 

A  consultation  was  now  held  on  the  subject,  and,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Lord  Grenville,  the  bill  was  sus- 
pended, and  ultimately  withdrawn.  Here  tiie  matter 
might  have  rested,  for  the  King  does  not  seem  to  have 
had  any  thoughts  of  changing  his  confidential  advisem> 
till  the  ministers  drew  up  a  cabinet  minute  to  justiff 
their  conduct,  and  insisting  on  their  "  right  to  submit  in 
Aiture  such  measures  for  his  Majesty's  decision,  as 
circumstances  might  require,  respecting  the  state  of 
Ireland/* 

This  was  an  act  of  defiance,  and  an  assumption 
of  authority,  which  could  not  well  be  endured  from 
men  who  had  throughout  evinced  a  disposition  to 
thwart  the  royal  intentions,  by  practices  as  little  recoa* 
cileable  with  h<moiirable  principles  as  with  Hberali^ 
of  sentiment.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  monarch  still 
acted  with  uncommon  forbearance;  but  as  he  was 
personally  offended  by  the  conduct  that  had  beeit 
pursued,  and  was  even  threatened  with  a  repetition 
of  it  whenever  opportunity  might  ofier,  self-^respect 
compiled  him  to  exact  a  retractation,  and  a  written 
promise  that  he  should  never  more  be  disturbed  by  a 
question  which  had  already  produced  so  mmb  an* 
pleasaatness.  lliis  pledge  the  ministem  mflised'  to 
^ive,  aikd  their  dismissal  from  office  wot  the  Imnie^ 
diate  consequence.  At  this  crisis  the  King  resolved 
to  make    an  appeal  to  his  people, .  and   tiw  result 
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his  expectations,  for  die  late  wiAisters  and 
Uieir  fitieiids  were  now  ao  unpopular)  that  only  one 
member  of  the  former  cahiiiet  was  returned  for  the 
plaise  which  he  had  preYiously  i^foaented. 

Asl  the  dis^^aided  cabinet  stood  chargeable  with 
neglecting  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  and  suffering: 
J^apeleea  to  mnltifdy  his  c<mquests  at  pleasure ;  the> 
now  mtoi^try  appeared  determuied  to  act  with  more- 
Y^ur.  The  result,  however,  was  unfortunate ;  and  the> 
expedition  against  Copenhagen,  under  the  plea  that  the. 
French  were  about  to  occupy  Hofetein,  had  no  other 
effect  UMBk  that  of  hastening  a  war  between  Russia^ 
and  England* 

Bu^  at  this  eventful  period,  when  human  fore-- 
sight  was  at  a  loss  to  conjeeture  what  would  be  the^ 
issue  of  these  wonders,  the  field  of  gtpry  was  pveparing- 
for  Britisb  valour  in  a  quavtat  whare  it  eonld  least 
have  been  expected. 

The  invasion  of  Portugal,  and  the  attempt  to  pla^ 
ibe  brother  of  Buoniq^arte  on  the  throne  ,of  SpaiUir 
brought  about  what  the  great'  powers  of  Eusepe  had» 
been  unable  to  effoot.  Hithevto  the  restless  distuf ber 
of  the  easth  had  to  contend  widi  potentates,  cabinetsy 
and  tiMir  satellites ;  but  now  he  found  resistance  to 
Us  ambition,  in  the  spirit  of  nations  resolved  to  miUn-r 
tain  their  independence,  ot  to  perish  in  its  defence. 

It  would  have  been  disgraceftil  in  England  to  have 
locked  on  such  a  stsuggle  wilii  cahn  indifference; 
especially  as  Portugal  was  an  ally,  and  Spain  suppii^ 
eated  sneconr. 

The  most  vigorens  efforts  were  in  consequence  made^ 
to  put  the  military  strengtii  of  the  country  into  full 
employment ;  and  sudi  was  the  enei|7  of  the  govern* 
ment,  that,  by  the  middle  of  tiie  summer  ot  1806^  Sit 
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Arthur  Wdledey  was  enabled  to  naicli  aft  tiie  head 
of  thirty  thoosand  men,  against  the  French  amy  near 
Lisbon,  commanded  by  Geneval  JonoL  The  battles 
of  Roleia  and  Vimeira,  the  one  fivoght  on  the  17th 
and  the  other  <m  the  21st  of  Angost,  were  the  lirst> 
fmits  of  the  Peninsnlar  war,  and  gaTe  the  enemy  a 
conTincing  proof  that  Buonaparte  was  a  fiilse  prophet, 
when  he  threatened  to  "drive  the  Leopard  inio  the 
sea ;''  and  to  "carry  his  conquering  eaf^es  to  the  Pfl- 
lars  of  Hercules/' 

In  Spain  the  aspect  of  aflTairs  was  more  chequered 
and  gloomy;  owing  indeed  to  the  disordered  state 
of  the  country,  and  the  incompetency  of  the  force 
under  Sir  J6bB  Moore  to  make  an  effectual  stand 
against  the  vast  military  bodies  which  impeded  his 
progress  in  every  direction.  The  retreat  of  that  brave 
commander  was  peculiarly  disastrous ;  but  the  battle 
in  which  he  fell,  at  Corunna,  on  the  16th  of  January 
1^09,  was  as  g^rious  to  him  and  his  brave  companions 
in  arms,  as  that  of  Quebec,  when  Wdfe  sealed  the 
conquest  of  Canada  with  his  blood. 

When  the  fatal  intelligence  reached  England,  his 
royal  highness  the  Duke  of  Tork  immediately  published 
General  Orders,  in  which  he  paid  a  noble  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  the  illustrious  hero,  of  whom  it  was 
emphatically  said,  that  his  life  had  been  spent  among 
his  troops. 

The  eulogium  concluded  in  these  terms : — ''  During 
the  season  of  repose,  his  time  was  devoted  to  the  care 
and  instruction  of  the  officer  and  soldier ;  in  war,  he 
courted  service  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Regard- 
less of  personal  considerations,  he  esteemed  that  to 
which  his  country  called  him,  the  post  of  honour ;  and 
by  his  undaunted  spirit  and  unconquerable  persever- 
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ance,  he  pointed  the  way  to  victory.  His  country, 
the  object  of  his  latest  solicitude,  will  rear  a  monu- 
ment to  his  lameqted  memory ;  and  the  Commaiider-in- 
chtrf  feels  he  is  paying  the  best  tribute  to  his  fafne,  by 
thus  holding  him  forth  as  an  example  to  the  Army/' 

From  the  scene  of  war,  we  must  turn  to  one  of  a 
more  tranquil  description.  The  natal  day  of  the  Duke 
of  Tork  in  1808,  when  he  completed  his  forty^fifth 
year,  was  celebrated  at  Oatlands,  by  his  amiable 
consort,  with  a  f6te,  to  which  all  the  royal  family, 
and  several  of  the  nobility,  were  invited.  Their  Ma- 
jesties and  the  Princesses  were  present  on  this  joyful 
occasion,  and  took  great  delight  in  the  entertainment ; 
one  of  the  most  attractive  circumstances  in  which 
was,  the  appearance  of  a  lArge  groupe  of  female  chil- 
dren, seated  at  tables  covered  with  viands,  extended 
an  along  the  lawn.  These  infants  of  the  village  were 
clothed  luid  educated  at  the  sole  expense  of  the 
Duchess  of  York,  who,  from  time  -to  time^  added  con- 
siderably to  the  number. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


A.  D.  1809.     , 

Qn  aiioli  n  speoU^ile  ^s  tbat  just  notioed,  the  philan- 
^iVQpJBt  would  wiah  to  dwell  and  indulge  hU  feelingft ; 
iMt  tbe  I)iogmpheT  baa  no  option  in  the  clioice  of  bia 
materiala,  or  oownand  over  tbe  facts  wbioh  belong  to^ 
bia  9Htyect.  He  mnst  take  eyents  aa  tbey  oqoar»  and 
vebkte  the  particulars  without  disgov^e^ 

PaMgjrric  is  not  history;  and  it  may  be  diHiMed 
wiheth^  indiscnmiiuite  praise  has  ever  effectnally  ope« 
rated  in  the  way  of  example.  Men  may,  indeed^  at 
first  be  drawn  to  admire  the  picture,  bat  a  little  reflec- 
tion and  inquiry  will  soon  raise  a  suspicion,  that 
amidst  so  much  excellence  there  must  be  some  faults ; 
the  suppression  of  which  tends  to  discredit  the  eulo* 
gium.  He  that  looks  for  unmixed  virtue  in  devated 
rank,  and  a  total  freedom  from  error  in  public  employ- 
ment, betrays  a  gross  ignorance  of  human  nature,  and 
a  want  of  common  discernment  to  judge  equitably  of 
the  actions  of  his  fdlow*creatures.  There  are  some 
situations  whidi,  more  than  others,  expose  men  to 
temptations,  and  render  them  liable  to  mistakes.  Such 
was  the  case  with  the  Duke  of  York,  who,  as  com* 
mander-in-cbief,  necessarily  saw  and  conversed  with 
persons  of  various  characters,  all  seeking  his  favour 
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for  their  private  emolaineiit.  That  aittiddt  so  maay 
applicants  some  should  go  away  disappointed^  mhif 
perhaps  merited  what  they  sought^  while  others  ob-^ 
tained  prottotioii,  of  which  they  were  undeserving, 
was  not  at  all  extraordinary ;  fbr  this  has  happened, 
and  ever  will  happen,  where  patronage  is  elLtensive. 
Nor.  was  it  any  nkote*  to  be  Wondered,  that  the  merce^ 
nary  and  profligate  should  at  such  a  period  take  ad* 
vantage  of  the  weaknesses  of  the  Duke  for  their  own 
selfish  ends. 

The  infirmities  of  illustrious  men  always  attract 
a  set  of  needy  sycophants  and  worthless  adventurers^ 
who,  having  no  honour  of  their  own,  are  regardless  of 
that  by  which  alone  they  are  enabled  to  live  id 
splendour.  Though  this  does  not  justify  irregttlaHty 
in  the  personal  conduct  of  princes  or  men  in  high 
station,  it  will  have  its  due  wei(^t  with  every  dandid 
mind,  in  determining  how  far  such  personages  are  to 
be  considered  as  Implicated  in  the  practices  of  theif' 
dependants  and  connexions,  whether  immediate  ot' 
remote.  It  will  be  proper  to  keep  thiib  rule  Of  mo¥a! 
judgment  in  view  throughout  the  whole  of  the  ptesent 
narrative* 

In  or  about  the  yeai  1808,  the  Duke  of  Tofk  be-* 
came,  unfortunately,  acquaihtcd  with  a  finale  named 
Clarke,  who,  tiiough  a  married  woman,  was  then  living 
in  adultery  with  Dowler,  a  stock-'hroker,  as  she  had 
before  done  with  an  army  agent,  named  Ogilvie« 
This  prostitute  had  sufficient  charms  to  attract  thcr 
notice  of  a  prince ;  and  it  may  well  be  supposed,  that 
one  who  had  been  so  firee  of  them  already,  would  not 
neglect  the  opportunity  of  drawing  into  her  net  an 
ittustrious.  lover,  more  capable  of  gratifying  her  ex*- 
travagance  than  either  of  the  persons  with  whmu  she 
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had  hitherto  cohabited.  But,  in  truth,  the  whole  was 
a  plot,  contrived  by  the  two  paramours  ju3t  men- 
tioned, in  conjunction  with  some  others,  who,  as  the 
Philistine  lords  of  old  employed  Delilah  to  entice 
the  man  of  might  in  order  to  accomplish  his  destruc- 
tion, so  these  confederates  placed  this  wanton  in  the 
way  of  the  royal  Duke,  to  answer  their  own  base  pur- 
poses. 

At  first  the  visits  of  his  royal  highness  were  car* 
ried  on  secretly,  to  avoid  detection,  and  save  the  lady 
from  confusion ;  but  this  was  only  an  essential  part 
of  the  scheme,  and  in  a  short  time  the  woman  re- 
moved to  a  separate  establishment,  provided  for  her 
in  Gloucester-place,  Chelsea.  The  style  of  living  here 
was  such  as  might  be  expected,  where  there  was 
unbounded  profligacy  on  the  one  side,  and  excessive 
weakness  on  the  other.  Into  such  disgusting  details, 
however,  it  is  needless  to  enter ;  but  of  the  ascend- 
ancy which  the  deceiver  now  gained  over  her  victim, 
a  lamentable  proof  appeared  in  the  consent  given  to 
her  demand  of  having  a  country  house  provided  for 
her  near  Qatlands.  This  outrage  upon  decorum  was 
Aggravated  by  the  appearance  of  the  abandoned  crea- 
ture in  Weybridge  church,  and  that  too  at  a  time 
when  the  Duchess  of  York  was  present.  The  effect 
of  this  insult  upon  the  royal  feelings  may  be  easily 
conceived;  but  the  only  resentment  expressed  at  it 
was  in  a  remonstrance  to  the  minister,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  insolence  was  not  repeated. 

It  was  impossible  that  a  connexion  of  such  a  nature 
should  subsist  without  exciting  general  notice;  but 
this  very  publicity  served  to  further  the  views  of  the 
intriguers  who  projected  it,  and  who  now  profited  by 
the  iniquitous  scheme,  to  carry  on  a  lucrative  traffic. 
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Agencies  of  various  kinds  were  established,  the 
directors  of  which  held  out  inducements  of  the  most 
flattering  nature,  to  impose  upon  the  unwary,  and  make 
them  believe  that  a  secret  influence  existed,  by  which 
promotion  in  the  army  might  be  speedily  obtained, 
and  far  below  the  regulated  scale  of  the  war-office. 
The  persons  with  whom  the  mistress  of  the  Duke  of 
York  was  associated  were  thorough  masters  of  their 
business,  and  knew  so  well  how  to  carry  it  on  without 
detection,  that  numbers  who  became  dupes  to  their 
artifices,  chose  rather  to  put  up  with  the  loss  of  the 
money  out  of  which  they  had  been  swindled,  than  to 
incur  the  disgrace  of  a  public  exposure  in  seeking 
justice. 

That  this  fatal  ascendancy  over  the  mind  of  the 
Duke  was  productive  of  some  abuses  in  the  military 
department,  cannot  possibly  be  denied ;  but  if  he^  in 
an  evil  hour,  listened  to  the  recommendations  and 
requests  of  a  woman  who  proved  herself  an  adept,  in 
fraud,  malice  never  could  fix  upon  him  the  charge 
of  knowing  that  he  was  the  instrument  of  corrupt 
practices.  Every  application  made  to  him,  through 
this  unfortunate  medium,  had  at  least  the  colour  of 
rectitude;  and  the  persons  for  whom  the  royal  favour 
was  solicited,  seemed,  as  far  as  could  be  judged 
under  such  circumstances,  not  unworthy  of  what  was 
sought. 

The  greatest  error  of  his  royal  highness,  after  en^ 
tangling  himself  in  this  wretched  manner,  was  that 
of  giving  encouragement  to  any  such  applications  at 
all ;  and  the  next  was,  that  of  countenancing  profuse 
habits,  which  he  ought  to  have  known  could  not  be 
supported  even  by  his  ample  bounty. 

At  length  the  embarrassments  in  which  the  woman 

3l 
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became  involved  by  her  expensive  mode  of  living, 
made  her  creditors  clamorous ;  and  when  she  pleaded 
her  coverture  to  avoid  payment,  some  of  the  suffering 
party  vowed  revenge.  One  of  these,  undeterred  by  the 
plea,  brought  his  action  of  debt,  and  then  turned  the 
tables  upon  her,  by  serving  the  Duke  of  York  with  a 
subpoena  to  appear  and  give  evidence  in  the  court 
of  King's  Bench.  The  plaintiff  knew  very  well  that 
this  measure  would  at  once  terminate  his  lawsuit,  and 
probably  ruin  his  antagonist.  His  calculation  was 
correct  in  both  respects.  The  eyes  of  the  Duke  were 
now  opened ;  the  mouth  of  the  creditor  was  stopped ; 
and  Mrs.  Clarice  was  discarded  on  the  11th  of  May, 
1806 ;  when  Mr.  Adam,  the  king's  counsel,  and  now  a 
judge  iii  Scotland,  in  the  name  of  his  royal  highness, 
gave  her  an  assurance  that  she  should  receive  four 
hundred  a  year  for  life,  on  the  condition,  however, 
6t  her  good  behaviour.  Though  precipitated  from  an 
eminence  where  she  had  revelled  in  luxury,  the  woman 
might  still  have  lived  in  comfort  by  acting  vrith  pm* 
dence.  But  accustomed  to  the  indulgence  of  her  pas- 
sions, and  impatient  of  all  restraint;  she  now,  with 
her  advisers,  resolved  to  turn  the  knowledge  and  influ- 
ence she  had  acquired  by  her  late  situation,  into  a 
source  of  fraudulent  gain. 

Her  connexion  >vitb  Dowler,  which  for  obvious  rea- 
sons had  never  been  broken  off,  was  now  so  closely 
renewed,  that,  on  the  sale  of  her  effects  in  Gloucester 
Place,  and  removal  to  Hampstead,  she  passed  by  his 
name.  At  this  period  the  agency  business  was  still 
carried  on  with  great  activity,  for  some  time,  through 
Jews,  milliners,  and  clerks  in  various  offices,  who 
reaped  considerable  advantages  from  the  concern.  The 
system,  however,  could  not  last  long ;  and  at  length 
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the  dopes  were  so  few^  that  a  new  scheme  became 
necessary  for  the  agitators. 

It  was  in  consequence  determined  to  open  a  masked 
battery  against  the  gOTemment,  and  by  alarming  its 
fears  compel  it  to  the  purchase  of  silence. 

In  the  management  of  the  second  plot,  another  set 
of  conspirators  embarked,  though  not  to  the  entire 
exclusion  of  the  former  associates  of  Mrs.  Clarke. 

The  persons  engaged  in  this  adventure  were  mostly 
connected  with  the  public  press,  and  at  the  head  of 
them  was  a  well*known  bookseller,  who  then  had  a 
country  house  at  Hampstead,  where,  from  his  prying 
disposition,  he  was  not  long  in  discovering  the  true 
name  and  character  of  his  neiglibour. 

To  a  man  whose  head  has  ever  been  exercised  in 
projects,  and  whose  moral  principles  never  scrupled 
the  means  of  bringing  them  to  effect,  no  occurrence 
could  be  happier  than  this  intercourse  with  the  dis- 
carded mistress  of  royalty.  The  lady  was  as  com- 
municative as  could  be  wished,  and  the. honest  pub- 
lisher treated  her  with  all  the  courtesy  of  a  professed 
gallant.  In  short,  enough  was  elicited  to  enable  this 
experienced  politician  to  commence  operations,  with  a 
view  principally  to  his  own  interest,  though  he  pro- 
mised Mrs.  Clarke,  that  by  his  exertions  she  would 
certainly  obtain  a  douceur  of  ten  thousand  pounds, 
and  a  handsome  annuity  besides. 

The  press  was  now  set  to  work,  and  with  match- 
less cunning,  the  parties,  instead  of^  making  a  direct 
attack  upon  the  Duke  of  To^k,  began  with  setting 
forth,  in  elaborate  detail,  the  hard  case  of  the  Duke 
of  Kent.  This  was  a  stratagem  extremely  well  cal- 
culated to  cover  the  real  design  of  the  conspirators ; 
since,  without    having    the  appearance  of  such  an 
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object^  it  placed  the  c<Hnmaiider-i&-chief  in  an  invidions 
point  of  yieWj  by  contrasting  his  elevation  witiii  the 
depression  of  his  brother. 

.  In  literary  tactics,  especially  of  the  political  kind, 
an  adroit  practice  has  been  occasionally  played,  of 
publishing  for  the  same  end,  pieces  i^parently  in  hos- 
tility to  each  other.  Such  was  the  case  in  the  preset 
instance.  Pamphlets  and  paragraphs  appeared  pre- 
tending to  be  vindicatory  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
whereas,  in  fact,  they  came  from  his  ccmfederated  ene* 
mies,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  him  in  a  light  to 
require  an  apology. 

None  of  these  artifices  took  effect,  and  the  illus- 
trious personage,  upon  whose  fears  they  were  iur 
tended  to  operate,  remained  quiescent;  neither  alarmed 
by  the  calumnies,  nor  deceived  by  the  justifications,  of 
his  conduct.  Public  curiosity,  however,  was  awaken- 
ed, and  stories  were  circulated,  not  only  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  Duke,  but  injurious  to  oth^s  of  the 
royal  family.  As  these  reports  were  treated  with  per- 
fect indifference,  the  fair  presumption  is,  that  the  illus- 
trious personage  who  was  principally  affected,  felt  no 
uneasiness  in  regard  to  any  accusation  that  could  be 
brought  against  his  public  conduct. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  tongue  of  calumny  be- 
came louder,  and  broad  hints  were  thrown  out  to 
ministers,  threatening  them  with  disclosures  which 
would  shake  their  power,  and  probably  create  a  com- 
motion in  the  country.  Even  all  this  proved  unavail- 
ing, for  such  was  the  confidence  of  government  in  the 
integrity  of  the  Duke  of  York,  that  the  overtures  of 
the  confederates  were  rejected,  and  their  menaces  de- 
spised. This  put  the  party  to  a  stand,  and  they  be- 
came divided ;  one  set  persisting  in  keeping  matters 
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suspended  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  good  bargain ; 
iwhilst  the  others,  who  were  actuated  by  revenge^  and 
the  desire  of  displacing  the  commander-in-chief,  pri- 
vately resolyed,  without  consulting  their  associates, 
to  bring  the  business  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  principal  in  this  faction  was  Gwillym  Lloyd 
Wardle,  who  had  been  a  colonel  in  the  Welsh  Fuzi- 
leers,  and  was  now  member  for  Oakhampton ;  and  his 
main  coadjutors  were  Major  Thomas  Dodd,  secretary 
to  the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  James  Glenie,  a  discarded 
lieutenant  of  the  artiUery.  These  three  worthies,  hav* 
ing  supplanted  their  friend  the  bookseller  and  his  sub- 
ordinates, took  Mrs.  Claike  upon  an  excursion  along 
the  coast,  in  the  autumn  of  I8O8,  professedly,  as  was 
pretended,  to  entertain  the  lady;  but  in  reality,  to 
collect  ftom  her  the  particulars  requisite  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  charge  against  the  Duke  of  York  at  the 
opening  of  parliament. 

The  female  instrument,  without  whom  nothing  could 
be  done  .in  this  business,  had  no  idea  of  the  length 
to  which  her  new  friends  intended  to  proceed;  and, 
therefore,  she  was  extremely  communicative  in  her 
intercourse  with  them.  The  author  of  all  evil  never 
acted  with  greater  hypocrisy  than  these  contrivers  of 
mischief  did  in  entrapping  the  miserable  woman  to  a 
course  which  covered  her  with  infamy,  and,  ulti- 
mately, themselves  with  disgrace.  It  would  scarcely 
be  credited,  ihkt  the  three  members  of  an  honourable 
profession  could  so  far  degrade  it,  as  to  take  the 
cast-off  mistress  of  a  man  of  their  own  calling  into 
the  country,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  gather  from 
-her  the  history  of  his  failings,  and  anecdotes  of  his 
family.  Such,  however,  was  the  fact,  as  afterwards 
appeared  in  the  evidence  of  those  very  persons  when 
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examined  in  a  court  of  justice,  on  a  transaction  arising 
out  of  their  iniquitous  plot. 

Having  by  these,  and  other  arts  of  a  like  descrip* 
tion,  collected  sufficient  materials  on  which  to  found 
an  impeachment,  the  triumvirate  laboured  incessantly 
in  framing  the  indictment,  which,  it  must  be  admitted, 
was  ingeniously  constructed,  and  closely  dove-tailed  in 
all  its  parts,  by  the  engineer  Glenie,  a  man  of  unques- 
tionable talent,  but  of  a  most  vengeful  disposition. 

Every  thing  being  prepared,  Wardle,  on  the  27th  ot 
January,  1809,  got  up  in  the  House  of  (Commons,  and, 
after  claiming  to  himself  credit  for  the  integrity  of  his 
motives,  entered  upon  the  particulars  of  his  chai^ 
against  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  first  point  in  the  case,  telated,  he  said,  to  the  half-pay 
fund,  which  was  an  establishment  under  the  direction  of  the 
commander-in-chief.  This  fund  arose  out  of  the  sale  of  com- 
missions vacant  by  death;  by  the  promotion  of  officers  not  alknr- 
ed  to  sell ;  or  by  dismissions  from  the  service.  The  pow^  of  the 
commander-in-chief  over  this  fund  was  constituted  to  be  the  re^ 
ward  of  merit,  either  by  the  appointment  of  deserving  officers, 
or  by  sellmg  the  commission,  and  applying  the  produce  to  the 
redemption  of  half-pay  commissions,  or  the  compassionate  fund. 

Having  thus  explained  the  nature  of  that  institution,  the  colo- 
nel proceeded  to  give  an  account  of  Mrs.  Clarke's  establishment 
in  Gloucester- pi  ace,  being  under  the  necessity  of  so  doing,  in 
order  to  make  out  a  parliamentary  basis  for  his  motion.  The 
first  case  to  which  he  now  called  the  attention  of  the  House,  was 
that  of  Captain  Tonyn  of  the  48th  regiment  of  foot,  who  was 
promoted  to  a  majority  in  the  31st,  by  the  influence  of  Mrs. 
Clarke.  The  terms  of  agreement  were,  that  the  lady  should  be 
paid  five  hundred  pounds  when  the  appointment  took  place;  and 
this  sum  she  actually  received  through  the  medium  of  one  Dono- 
van, who  was  at  the  same  time  a  practising  surgeon  in  London, 
and  a  lieutenant  in  the  11th  Royal  Garrison  Battalioo. 
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Here  it  became  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  regulated  dif- 
ference between  a  company  and  a  majority  being  1100  pounds, 
that  sum  was  entirely  lost  to  the  half-pay  fund.  The  money  so 
received  by  Mrs.  Clarke,  was  paid  by  her  to  Birket,  a  silver- 
smith,  in  part  for  a  service  of  plate ;  and  the  balance  was  after- 
wards discharged  by  the  commander-in-chief. 

The  second  case  adduced  was,  that  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Brooke,  of  the  56th  regiment  of  infantry,  who,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  1805,  concluded  an  exchange  with  Colonel  Knight  of  the 
5th  Dragoon  Guards.  The  agent  for  negociating  this  transac- 
tion was  Dr.  'Hiynne,  a  physician,  and  the  circumstances  were 
these :  Mrs.  Clarke  wanting  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
an  excursion  into  the  country,  urged  the  commander-in-chief  to 
hasten  the  exchange,  for  which  she  was  to  receive  a  douceur  of 
two  hundred  pounds:  the  business  soon  took  effect,  the  exchange 
was  expedited,  and  hence  the  inference  was  drawn,  that  the  Duke 
was  privy  to  the  contract 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Major  John  Shaw,  who  was  ap- 
pointed barrack-master  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  through  the 
influence  of  Mrs.  Clarke.  It  was  known  that  this  officer  by  no 
means  enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who,  en  the  con- 
trary, was  prejudiced  against  him.  Every  obstacle,  however,  was 
overcome  by  the  royal  mistress,  on  an  agreement  that  she  should 
be  paid  one  thousand  pounds  for  her  interest.  Though  the  place 
wai  gained,  only  one  half  of  the  money  was  paid ;  in  conse- 
qu«:ice  of  which  breach  of  contract,  the  Major  was  reduced  to 
half-pay. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Colonel  French  and  his  levy.  This 
officer  obtained,  through  the  same  prevailing  influence;  permis- 
sion from  the  commander-in-chief  to  raise  a  levy  in  the  years 
1804  and  1805,  when  the  system  of  recruiting  in  that  mode  was 
much  encouraged.  Coloiiel  French,  according  to  this  statement, 
was  favoured  in  the  grant,  on  the  express  condition  that  Mrs. 
Clarke,  besides  receiving  one^  guinea  for  every  man  so  enlisted, 
should  also  have  the  sale  or  patronage  of  a  certain  number 
of  the  commissions. 
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•  This  agreement^  it  was  said,  met  witk  the  eatiie  appwfaiion 
of  the  Duke  of  York ;  and  with  it  the  exhibition  of  MiBa  GlariEM 
military  negociations  was  concluded ;  but  the  foUowing  dumB 
scale  of  her  prices  for  commissionsy  was  produced  by  way  of 
supplement  From  this  list,  according  to  the  statement,  it  i^ 
peered  that  a  majority,  which  in  the  regular  course  would  cost 
two  thousand  six  hundred  pounds,  might  be  obtained  for  oine 
hundred ;  a  company,  for  which  in  the  proper  channel  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  must  have  been  paid,  was  to  be  had  for  seYttft 
hundred ;  and  the  rest  in  proportion. 

.  Mr.  Wardle  did  not  stop  here,  but  went  on  to  state  that  the 
Duke  of  York  had  actually  required  of  Colonel  French  a  loan 
of  five  thousand  pounds,  which  was  promised  on  condition  that 
the  commander-in-chief  would  obtain,  by  his  influence,  payment 
to  the  colonel  *of  a  balance  due  to  him  on  account  of  his  levy. 
The  engagement  failed,  and  ^ree  thousand  pounds  remained 
due  to  the  colonel  by  the  government.  ■  •. 

The  strmg  of  cases  was  closed  with  that  of  Captain  Maliftg ; 
who  was  said  to  have  obtained  an  ensigncy  ki  1805 ;  a  litate- 
iMBcy  in  1806 ;  and  a  company  in  the  Royal  Afnean  Oirps^  ia 
1808;  akhouf^  he  was.  all  the  time  a  clerk  m  the  ofiioa  Jti 
Mr*  Qteenwood^  the  army  agent.  Colonel  Wardle  omohidfid,  by 
observing,  that  he  could  state  more  facts  if  neoessacy^  and  in 
particular,  that  there  was.  then  a  public  office  in  the  city  for  the 
sale  of  commissions;  the  managers  of  which  were  .the  f\g99ta 
of  the  present  mistress  of  the  Duke,  nan^ed  Carey.  These  man 
nagers,  the  colonel  said,  declared  that  they  were  also  enabled 
to  dispose  of  places  both  in  church  and  state,  and  that  they 
were  employed  by  two  of  the  first  officers  in  the  adminis- 
tration. 

Having  summed  up  this  sweeping  chairge,  with  suitable  com* 
ments  on  the  cases  of  Tonyn,  Knight,  Shaw,  French,  and  Maling, 
the  honourable  member  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  conduct  of  his  royal  highness  the  com- 
mafkdeiwn-chief,  with  regard  to  promotions,  exchanges^  and 
appointments  in  the  army,  and  in  raising  levies  fbr  the  same. 
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It  would  hare  been  unjust  to  oppose  a  proposition  founded  on 
such  explicit  statements,  and,  therefore,  it  was  carried  without 
any  alteration,  and  the  committee  appointed  for  the  first  of 
February.  No  part  of  this  elaborated  denunciation  excited  more 
fixed  attention  than  that  respecting  the  office  said  to  be  esta- 
blished for  the  disposal  of  goyemment  patronage ;  and  as  the 
mover  did  not  include  this  case  in  his  chai^,  Mr.  Percival 
requested  further  information-  on  the  subject ;  when  the  colonel 
replied,  '^  that  the  establishment  was  in  a  court  in  Threadneedle- 
street ;  that  the  names  of  the  agents  were  Heylop  and  Pullen ; 
and  that  the  two  members  of  the  cabinet,  for  whom  they  acted, 
were  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  the  Lord  Chancellor." 

This  last  statement  convulsed  the  house  ^ith  mirth ; 
and  so  egregiously  absurd  did  the  accusation  appear^ 
that  many  on  both  sides^  upon  whom  the  preceding 
articles  had  made  a  deep  impression,  were  now  in- 
clined to  look  upon  the  whole 'as  a  romantic  fiction. 

Indeed,  so  confident  were  ministers  of  being  able  to 
overthrow  with  ease  this  complicated  mass  of  charges, 
that,  instead  of  acting  with  cautious  reserve,  and 
regulating  their  movements  according  to  the  operations 
of  the  enemy,  they  displayed  at  the  outset  an  indiscreet 
air  of  triumph ;  and,  in  no  measured  language,  antici- 
pated a  complete  victory  for  the  Duke,  to  the  utter  con- 
fusion and  infamy  of  bis  accusers.  That  these  states- 
men were  really  of  opinion  the  inquiry  would  end  in 
the  way  they  wished,  cannot  be  doubted ;  yet  common 
policy  should  have  made  them  more  guarded  in  their 
conduct  and  temperate  in  their  expressions ;  especially 
as  they  knew  that  the  Duke  had  involved  himself  in 
very  unfortunate  circumstances  by  his  imprudence. 

The  connexion  with  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  its  rupture, 
being  notorious,  ought  to  have  ioduced  a  suspicion, 
when  the  accusation  was  opened,  that  some  underhand 

8  M 
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pfactiees  had  existed  duriag  the  inlimacy)  tto-dftMlo- 
sure  of  which  could  not  faU  to  prove  infmioiis,  in 
some  respect  or  other^  to  the  character  of  the  iBtiA^ 
trious  personage.  In  such  a  case,  and  having  an 
insurmountable  evil  before  them,  it  became  ibi6  doty 
of  ministers,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the 
Sovereign,  the  honour  of  the  Duke,  and  the  peace  of 
the  nation,  to  have  prevented  the  introduction  of  this 
scandalous  business  into  the  House  of  Commons. 

At  all  events,  when  the  mine  exploded,  and  investi- 
gation was  no  longer  to  be  avoided,  it  behoved  the 
advisers  of  the  crown  to  have  watched  the  devdep- 
V  ment  of  the  evidence  given  in  support  of  the  charges, 
with  the  calm  attention  of  judges,  rather  thaa  the 
impasflfoned  sseal  of  advocates.  In  this  they  iafled, 
and  to  that  cause  chiefly  was  the  Duke  indebted  fof 
the  storm  of  contumely,  against  which  it  was  mit  of 
Ms  power  to  midce  an  ^fectual  stand ;  th^mgh  coii^ 
soiotts  to  himself,  that  whatever  might  be  his  piri¥tM 
errors,  his  public  honour  was  free  from  stain. 

l%e  worM,  however,  forms  its  judgment  ftom  appdar- 
anoes;  and  the  examination  of  the  various  ^rtttfddses; 
brought  for  and  near  to  support  the  chatges,  fkfrBifehe8 
so  mudi  serious  matter  for  reflection,  that  those  whb 
hitherto  had  been  disposed  to  entertain  tiie  mosf  fa^tlMferi 
able  opinion  of  his  royal  highness,  were  perplexed 
with  doubt,  and  hesitated  between  their  hopes  and 
fears.  The  principal  witness  throughout  the  invcAtiga- 
tion,  was  the  heroine  of  the  drama;  who  deported 
herself,  in  every  examination,  witik  such  unoomaMi 
sjiirit,  readiness  at  repartee,  and  addrew  in  panj^iBg 
the  attacks  of  the  formidable  parties  with  whom  she 
had  to  conteqd,  fltat,  instead  oflieing  viewed  with-Ao 
disgust  which  she  merited,  the  woman  bocani^  ahnoM 
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a  fBMfal  fitTOittito;  and,  naxt  to  the  mmager  of  the 
aeeofiy  uhn  was  heU  up  as  an  object  for  putdic  grati- 
tiide«  It  Was  dear,  itom  the  wh<de  of  her  testinumy, 
that  she  had,  from  the  beginning,  been  the  partner  in  a 
eencem,  of  which  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  York 
fotmed  the  capital  resource ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  it 
was  no  less  manifest,  that  in  the  getting  up  ot  the 
impeachment,  and  the  regulating  of  h^  evidence  from 
day  to  day,  she  went  through  a  constant  course  of 
instruction  under  teachers  of  no  ordinary  skUl  and 
dexterity. 

In  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  two  of  the  witnesses. 
General  Clavering  and  Captain  Sandon,  one  the  d«pe 
and  the  other  the  associate  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  were  oomi^ 
mitted  to  Newgate  for  gross  prevarication;  but,  the 
eondqct  of  these  men,  in  endeavouring  to  save  Ihtmn 
shelves  from  detection^  was  in  reality  a  premunptivio 
pvoof  that,  though  the  most  neforiotoa  psaetioes.  had 
bew  carrying  on,  it  was  without  the  participation  of 
the  commander-in-chief. 

The  impression  upon  the  puldic  mind,  hawevery  Was 
too  strong  to  be  removed  by  reasoning ;  and  at  lenglii 
the  Duke  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  transmitting 
the  following  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  read  it  from  the  chanr  :<-*- 

Hone-Guaids,  Feb.  23d,  1609. 
Sni, 

I  HAV£  v^ited,  with  die  greatest  anxiety,  until  the  com- 
fiiCle^  apfpohited  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  my 
cdndiist  as  couifnaiider-iiK-ehief  of  his  Majesty's  army,  had 
dosed  its  examinations,  and  I  now  hope  that  it  wHI  net  be 
deemed  hnptoper  to  address  this  letter  diroiigh  you  to  the 
Howe  of  Comndns* 
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i  observed,  with  the  deepest  conoemy  that,  in  the  cowaeiof 
tbit  inquiiy^  my  Dame  has  been  coufrfed.with  tmnsadkiaS'tht 
most  criminal  and  disgraceful ;  jand  I  must  ever  regret  and  laiaiiM^ 
that  a  connexion  should  have  existed  which  has  thus  exposed 
my  character  to  animadversion. 

With  respect  to  any  alleged  offences  connected  with  .the  dis- 
charge of  my  official  duties,  I  do,  in  the  most  solemn  manneit 
on  my  honour  as  a  prince,  distinctly  assert  my  innocence,  not 
only  by  denying  all  corrupt  participation  in  any  of  the  infamous 
transactions  which  have  appeared  in  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  or  any  connivance  at  their  existence,  but 
also  the  slightest  knowledge  or  suspicion  that  they  existed  at  all. 

My  consciousness  of  innocence  leads  me  confidently  to  hope, 
that  the  House  of  Commons  will  not,  upon  such  evidence  as 
they  have  heard,  adopt  any  proceedings  prejudicial  to  my  honour 
and  character;  but  if,  upon  such  testimony  as  has  been  adduced 
against  me,  the  House  of  Commons  can  think  my  innocence 
questionable,  I  claim  of  their  justice,  that  I  shall  not  be  con- 
demned without  trial,  nor  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  and  pro* 
tection  which  is  efibided  to  every  British  subject,  by  dioae  sane^ 
tiens,  onder  which  alone  evidaice  is  received  in  the  OBdinary 

adminiBtration  of  the  kw. ' 

'I  am,  Sir,  yours, 

Frederick. 

Though  this  letter  was  received  with  respect,  it  ]iroi' 
dvced  HO  resolution,  till  tiie  8th  of  Mareh,  when  Cblo- 
nel  Wardle  moved  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  praying 
for  the  removal  of  the  Dake  of  York  flom  die-  office 
of  commander*in*cbief.  Mr.  Perciyai  met  this  pro<* 
position  by  a  coonter-address,  regretting  the  existence 
of  a  connexion,  which  had  presented  an  opportauity 
of  coupling  his  royal  highness  with  tsansactkkas 'SO 
oriminal  and  disgraceful,  expressing  tke  gratiieatioA 
of  the  House  at  the  coutritiOA  of  lii»  royal  liighiiess, 
and  a  confident    assurance  that  he  would  hetei^elr 
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povsue  the  Turtaoos  example  of  his. Father.  iNeither 
of  these  motions  passed^  and  an  adjonmment  took 
place  till  the  lOth^  when  Mr.  Bankes  brought  forward 
resolutions  complimentary  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Duke  had  improved  the  state  of  the  army^  acquitting 
him  of  personal  corruption,  but  suggesting  to  his 
Majesty,  that  to  continue  the  command  in  the  hands 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  would  be  equally  inconsistent 
with  prudence  and  morality.  Even  this  motion  did 
not  succeed ;  and  much  altercation  took  place  as  to 
the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  agitated  state 
of  the  public  mind. 

Giving  way,  therefore,  to  the  pressure  of  circum- 

'stances,  the  Duke  tendered   hi^  resignation  to  the 

King;  and   on  the  20th  of  March,  the  fact  being 

announced  to  the  House,  the  proceedings  came  to  aa 

end,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Althorp. 

Thus  far  the  enemies  of  his  royal  highness  gained 
their  object,  and  their  leader  became  intoxioa.tedrWith 
the  applause  which  he  received.  The  Corpocatina 
of  London  voted  him  the  freedom  of  the  cily;  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Whig  Club;  and  ad-- 
dresses  were  sent  to  him  from  several  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

.  Political  popularity,  however,  is  very  uncertain  and 
the  psaises  of  the  mob  are  not  more  easily  gained 
than  lost.  Within  a  few  months,  Wardle  became  an 
object  of  contempt,  and  his  associates  were  covered 
with  in£Amy«  .  The  immaQulate  accuser,  who  had  not 
only  vannted  the  pority  of  his  own  motives,  but  even 
the  patriotism  of  Mrs«  Clarke,  had  now  to  stand  the 
test  Off  a  legal  inquiry,  which  >  at  op»q0;  destroyed  his 
ohamder,  and  soon  dsove  him  and  kis  pnn^^pml  col- 
leagues  oal  of  society* 
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Wardle .  haTiag  so  far  obtained  .  iiis  otg^ty  mmt 
endeavoared  to  get  rid  of  bis  connexion  with  Hm^ 
ClariLe.  Bnt  in  this  he  was  outwitted.  Previons  to 
the  tnvestigationy  in  order  to  secure  her  evidence,  he 
bespoke  a  quantity  of  fnrnitui^  for  her,  of  an  up- 
holsterer named  Wright  On  the  dose  of  the  par- 
Uamentary  business,  the  tradesman  sei\t  in  his  billj 
and  expected  to  be  paid;  but  his  demand  was  refused, 
and  an  action  at  law  ensued.  The  trial  came  on.  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  the 
evidence  being  decisive,  the  colonel  was  cast.  Exas- 
perated at  this  decision,  and  not  less  so  at  the  shock 
which  it  gave  to  his  ephemeral  and  iil-acqaired  repu* 
tation,  Wardle  addressed  a  letter  to  the  public^  den 
daring  solemnly  before  God^  that  the  verdict  gi^n 
against  him  was  obtained  by  perjury,  and  that  ha 
would  prove  the  fact  as  soon  as  the  foms  of  laar  per- 
mitted him  to  do  so. 

^Ba  fed^em  lliis  pledge,  he,  in  the  ensuing  tsMSi 
indicted  his  friend  Mary  Anne  Clarke,  the  npholstefiar 
Ftanote  Wright,  and  bis  brother  Daniel  Wright,  for  a 
conspiracy.  This  remarkable  trial  came  on  in  West- 
minster HaU,  before  Lord  Ellenborough  and  a  special 
jury,  on  the  10th  of  December ;  and,  unfortunately  for 
the  prosecutor,  by  calling  Dodd  and  Glenie  as  his 
witnesses,  the  subornation  of  evidence  in  the  ca$e 
of  the  Duke  of  York  was  so  completely  proved  by 
their  evidence,  and  that  of  Wardle  himself,  that  the 
jury  immediately  agreed  in  a  verdict  of  acquittal* 

The  active  part  taken  by  Dodd  in  this  infamous 
conspiracy,  induced  a  suspicion  that  his  royal  master 
BMst  have  had  aome  knowledge  <tf  the  conoecn*  To 
dear  himself  ftom  (his  reflection,  the  Dnko.  of  Mmt 
applied    to   Lord    Harrington,  .cdonel  of  the   iiife 
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OvfueAs,  fbe  result  of  which  was  the  lolloping  staie- 
HMftt : — 

Questions  put  to  Captain  Dodd  by  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Kent ;  and  the  Answers  ^f  the  former  thereto. 

26th  July,  1809. 

<i^uestion. — Have  I,  directly  or  indirectly,  siinctioned,  advi^fed^ 
oi;  encouraged  any  attacks  upon  the  Duke  of  York,  to  your 
knowledge  ? 

Answer. — Never.    T.  Dodd. 

Question. — Have  I  had,  to  your  knowledge,  any  acquaintance 
or  communication  with  Colonel  Wardle,  or  any  of  the  parties 
concerned  in  *  bringing  forward  the  investigation  respecting  the 
Duke  of  York's  conduct,  which  took  place  m  parliament  last 
winter,  either  directly  or  indirectly? 

Anawer.'^I  feel  confident  that  your  Royal'  Highness  has  no' 
sttch  knowledge  or  aoqualataiice.    T.  Dodd. 

'Qiiestion.«*H»9e  I,  to  fova  knowledge,  eut  had  any  ao^*' 
quaintance  with,  or  knowledge  of,  Mrs.  Qeike^  or  any  oemAiu* 
nitadon  wilh  her,  direct  or  indirect,  iip<m  the  safajert  above 
naned,  er  any  other? 

Amwer.-— I  am  confident  your  Royal  Highiiesi  oe^er  bad« 
T.:  Dodd. 

.  .Question.— :Have  I  ever  expressed  to  you  any  seetiment  which 
could  induce  you  to  believe  that  I  approved  of  what  was  brought 
forward  in  parliament  ^igainst  the  Duk^  of  York ;  or  of  any  pro- 
ceeding that  would  tend  to  his  obloquy  or  disgrace? 

Answer. — Never.  I  have  heard  your  Royal  Highness  lament 
the  business  viva  voce,  and  you  made  the  same  communication 
to  me  in  writing.    T.  Dodd. 

Question. — Have  you  ever,  to  your  recollection,  expressed 
yourself  eith^  by  word  or  in  writing,  either  to  Colonel  Wardle 
or  Mrs.  Chitke,  or  to  any  other  person  connected  with  the  inves- 
tigation'of  the  Duke  of  Yerk^s  conduct,  in  any  w^y  that  cowl* 
p^iAem  leeson  to  ftnppose  that'I  up^roved'Of  the  tneasuie^  er 
wtUA  coeuienance  those  eoBO&tiediiartiringfag'it  fixnlwrAf 
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An^er.-^NeTer;  but  I  have  on  the  contnury  expressed  my- 
self, that  your  Royal  Highness  would  have  a  very  diftvwt 
feeling.    T.  Dodd. 

Question. — ^What  were  my  expressions  on  the  subject  of  tke 
pamphlets  which  appeared,  passing  censure  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  and  others  of  my  family,  and  holding  up  my 
character  to  praise ;  and  what  have  been  the  sentiments  which  I 
have  uniformly  expressed  on  similar  publications,  whether  in  the 
newspapers  or  elsewhere  ? 

Answer.  —I  have  invariably  heard  your  Royal  Highness  regret 
that  any  person  should  attempt  to  do  justice  to  your  own  charac- 
ter at  the  expense  of  that  of  the  Duke  of  York,  or  of  any  other 
member  of  your  family.     T.  Dodd. 

Question. — During  the  ten  years  you  have  been  my  private 
secretary^  when  in  the  most  confidential  moments  I  have  given 
vent  to  my  wounded  feelings,  on  professional  subjects,  did  you 
ever  hear  me  express  myself  inimical  to  the  Duke  of 'Yoipk,  er 
that  I  entertain^  any  expectation  of  raising  myself  by  his  Ml  9 

Answer.-*- Never!  On  the  contrary,  I  have  frequently  keatd 
your  Royal  Highness  express youiself  verydiffisiHstly .    T- Dodi. 

The  above  questions,  written  in  Colonel  Vesey's  hand,  were  ail 
dictated  by  me,  Edward,  in  the  presence  of  Lord  Harrington. 

(Signed)  "  H  auri  votom  •" 

«  J.  A.  Vesey.- 

Among  the  scandalous  anomalies  which  characte- 
rized this  disgusting  business^  the  publication  of  pri- 
vate letters,  written  in  moments  of  hilarity,  was  one 
tiiat  reflected  more  disgrace  upon  the  parties  that 
dragged  the  correspondence  to  view,  than  the  per- 
sonage who  was  made  the  object  of  ridicule. 

It  is  related  of  the  great  Lord  Falkland,  that,  when 
secretary  of  state,  be  would  never  open  the  private 
letters  of  suspected  persons ;  thinking  it  unjust  to  turn 
confidential  conununications  into  matter  of  crimination. 
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This  was  carrying  the  principle  of  honomraUe  fMing 
to  an  extreme  length ;  but  what  is  to  be  thought  of  the 
conduct  of  persons  who  could  take  a  pleasure  in  laying 
before  the  worlds  letters  from  which  nothing  could  be 
inferred  but  the  infirmity  of  the  writer^  and  the  prepon- 
derance of  the  syren  in  whose  toils  he  was  unfortu- 
nately entangled  ?  Time  was,  when  such  things  would 
have  been  discountenanced  in  public;  but  now,  the 
reading  of  them  produced  levity  in  a  senate,  and  the 
publication  of  the  letters  followed  for  the  amusement, 
and  not  the  edification,  of  the  people. 

The  only  instance  of  such  a  scandalous  violation  of 
decorum,  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  British  history, 
is  that  of  the  printing  of  the  letters  which  passed  be- 
tween the  unfortunate  Charles  the  First  and  his  queen 
Henrietta  Maria.  But  no  liberal-minded  man,  it  is 
pDBSBmed,  would  ever  think  of  adducing  the  example 
of  a  body  of  regicides,  as  a  justification  of  a  breach  of 
the  laws  of  honour  and  morality  • 


8k  ** 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


A.  m  1809  YA  1814. 

Sir  David  Dundas  was  appointed cosnnander-iii-ehii^, 
0H  the  fesi^^atkm  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  retired  to 
Oatkmdsi>  where  he  indued  himself  fat  rural  amnse- 
iM&ts,  and  the  improvement  of  his  farm, 

Tha  distress  faito  which  the  royal  fhmily  were  thrown 
hy  the  degradation  of  one  whose  goodness  of  heart 
made  him  the  favonrite  of  the  whole  domestic  circle  at 
Windsor-  was  soon  after  heightened  by  the  death 
of  tiie  Pdncess  Amelia,  and  the  melancholy  event  of 
Which  it  was  the  occasion. 

Daring  the  long  and  painful  malady  of  the  princess, 
the  good  old  King  paid  regular  visits  to  the  side  of  her 
couch,  consoling  her  by  his  discourse,  and,  by  pointing 
her  thoughts  to  heaven,  endeavouring  to  strengthen 
his  own  faidi  and  resignation.  Just  as  the  tide  of  life 
was  ebbing  away,  the  princess  contrived  to  put  011 
the  finger  of  her  fakthex,.  a  ring  enclosing  a  look  of  her 
hair,  and  as  she  placed  it,  said  with  a  tender  accent, 
**  Remember  me !" 

The  affecting  memorial  operated  Ifte  an  electric 
shock  upon  the  feelings  of  the  venerable  parent ;  and 
on  retiring,  his  mind  became  so  disturbed  that  it  was 
evident  reason  had  undergone  another  shipwreck. 
The  death  of  the  princess,  which  happened  immedi- 
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ately  after,  sBxeA  bet  Himd  fcom  beiilg  agonused  by  the 
reflection  that  she  Was  the  innocent  caase  of  thi^ 
Hodden  derangement. 

The  time  fix^d  for  the  prorogation  of  parliament 
haying  expired,  both  hoases  assembled,  and  an  exami- 
nation of  the  royal  physicians  took  place ;  the  result 
of  which  was  an  adjournment  from  time  to  time  till 
the  28th  of  December  1810,  when  Mr.  Percival  pro- 
duced three  propositions  as  the  basis  for  the  constitur 
lion  of  a  r^ency,  similar  to  what  had  been  adopted 
on  a  former  occasiop.  H^  debates  which  followed 
were  extremely  animated ;  but  the  same  course  of  rea- 
soning was  pursued  now,  as  when  the  question  vfus  a 
new  one  in  parliament.  At  length,  boweyeri  miaif  ters 
carried  tb^  .rescdutio^s  for  i^  limited  xegeQcy;  tthe 
r^rictions  upon  wbifob  wero  IQ  expire  im  the  V^  of 
Mwtch,  18ie. 

The  ceremony  of  installing  the  Prince  of  Wales  inib 
iiis  high  office,  was  performed  on  the  6th  of  I\ebniary, 
1811;  and  immediately  afterwards  his  royal  Ugbn^ss 
evinced  his  regard  to  the  Duke  of  Toxk,  by  restoring 
him  to  the  situation  of  commander-in-c^lef. 

Considering  the  short  time  that  had  intervened  be- 
tween the  resignation  and  re-appointment  of  the  Duke, 
it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  this  diange  would 
have  produced  some  clamour.  Nothing  of  the  kind, 
however,  occurred ;  and  though  Lord  Milton  moved  for 
;a  censure  upon  ministers^  on  account  of  this  measure, 
his  motion  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine.  In  this  ^  debate,  several  members,  who,  ii^ 
the  former  proceedings,  bad  appeared  in  opposition  to 
the  royal.  Duke,  notr  voted  in  his  fi|ve«r,  declariAg 
tkelff  jsegret  in  having  been'  carried  «away  4m  the  pre-^ 
ceding  ooMaion  by  popular  pnetfttdice^^ 
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Scarcely  bad  the  commander-iii-chief  reramed  the 
important  post^  ftom  which  he  had  been  exiled  by  the 
machinations  of  a  band  of  conspirators^  and  the  noise 
of  the  giddy  multitude,  when  the  gratifying  intelligence 
-arrived  of  the  extraordinary  ascendancy  of  ^British 
valour  displayed  in  the  battle  of  Barrosa,  in  Spain, 
where  General  Graham,  now  Lord  Lynedoch,  defested 
Marshal  Victor.  In  this  action,  the  brigade  of  Guards, 
under  Mi^or-general  Dilkes,  covered  itself  with  glory, 
of  which  his  royal  highness  took  particular  notice  in 
the  following  communication  to  that  officer,  dated 
March  2»,  1811. 

**  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  in  my  power  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  March,  and  of  thanking 
you  for  your  oUigtng  attention  in  oommiuucating  to  me  thus 
early,  what  relatea  to  the  distinguished  conduct  of  my  gallaiM;  M 
fnends  the  Gnaidsy  under  your  command,  in  the  gionoua  and 
severely  contested  action  of  the  6th.  While  I  congratulate  yon 
and  them  oa  the  successful  result  of  an  action,  in  which  tiwir*^ 
efforts  were  so  conqncuousy  and  so  deserving  of  the  admiration 
with  which  all  have  viewed  than,  I  cannot  conceal  my  deep 
feelings  of  regret,  that  it  has  been  attended  with  so  severe  and 
painful  a  loss  of  officers  and  men,  which  upon  this  occasion,  per- 
haps, makes  a  deq)er  impression  upon  me,  as  many  of  the  latter 
were  old  soldiers,  and  faithful  companions,  whose  meritorious 
exertions  I  have  myself  witnessed,  and  had  occasion  to  approve 
upon  former  occasions. 

''I  have  read  with  great  satisfaction  in  lieutenant^neral 
Graham's  despatch,  the  high  and  well-eamed  encomiums^bestowed 
upon  your  conduct,  and  that  of  the  ofScers  and  men  engaged 
under  your  command ;  and,  as^  a  brother  Guardsman,  (a  title  of 
which  I  shall  ever  be  moat  proud)  and  colond  of  the  corps,  I 
trust  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  exceeding  the  limits  of  my 
station,  in  requesting  that  you  will  yourself  receive  and  convey 
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to  tbe  brig^ide  under  your  oxdersy  my  unceve  and  cordial  thanks 
for  faaving  so  gloriously  maintained,  and  indeed,  if  possible, 
raised  the  high  character  of  a  corps  in  whose  success,  collectively 
and  individually,  I  shall  never  cease  to  take  the  wannest  in- 
terest." 

As  the  restrictions  by  which  the  Prince  Regent  was 
limited  in  the  exercise  of  the  prerogatire  were 
about  to  expire;  his  royal  highness  directed  his 
thoughts  to  the  formation  of  a  ministry  that  should 
reconcile  parties*  for  the  public  benefit,  without  requir- 
ing any  c<Hapromise  of  principle.  For  this  purpose,  he 
entrusted  the  negociation  of  the  concern  to  the  Dtike 
of  York,  in  the  following  letter : — 

My  DEAREST  BeOTHER, 

As  the  restrictions  on  the  exercise  of  the  T03f«l  authority  will 
shortly  expire,  when  1  must  make  my  arrangements  for  the  future 
administratioa  of  the  powers  with  which  I  am  iavuiM,  I  think 
it  right  to  communicate  those  sentiments^  which  i  was  withheld 
from  expiosaing  at  an  early  period  of  th&sessimi,  by  my  wannest 
desire,  that  the  expected  motion  on  the  affaks  of  Ireland  might 
undergo  the  deliberate  discussioii  of  parliament,  unmixed  with 
aay  other  omsideration. 

I  think  it  hardly  necessary  to  call  your  lecoUection  to  the 
reecQt  circumstances  under  which  I  assumed  the  aathority  dde- 
gat^  to  me  by  parliament.  At  a  moment  of  unexampled  diffi- 
culty and  danger,  I  was  called  upon  to  make  a  selection  of 
persons  to  whom  I  should  entrust  the  functions  of  the  executive 
government.  My  sense  of  duty  to  our  royal  Father  solely  decided 
that  choice;  and  every  private  feeling  gave  way  to  considerations 
which  admitted  of  no  doubt  or  hesitation.  I  trusted  I  acted  in 
that  respect  as  the  genuine  representative  of  the  august  person 
whose  functions  I  was  appointed  to  discharge ;  and  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  such  was  the  opinion  of  persons, 
for  whose  judgment  and  honourable  feelings  I  entertain  the 
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highest  nespect  in  vanmif  imraiicei^  as  jsu  wdl  know*  What 
the  law  of  the  last  seaaioo  left  me  at  fuU  liberty^  I  waved  asy 
personal  gratification^  in  onler  that  his  Mi^asty  mig^t  r€BiBBe» 
on  his  restoration  to  health,  every  pover  and  prerogalh«  belong- 
ing to  his  crown.  I  certainly  am  the  last  person  in  the  kingdom 
to  whom  it  can  be  permitted  to  despair  of  our  royal  Father's 
recovery.  A  new  era  is  now  arrived,  and  I  cannot  but  reflect 
with  satisfaction  on  the  events  whicli  have  distinguished  the 
short  period  of  my  restricted  regency.  Instead  of  suffering  in 
the  loss  of  her  possessions,  by  the  gigantic  force  which  has  been 
•employed  against  them,  Great  Britain  has  added  most  important 
acquisitions  to  her  empire.  The  national  faith  has  been  pre- 
served inviolable  towards  our  allies ;  and  if  character  is  strength, 
as  applied  to  a  nation,  the  increased  and  increasing  reputation 
of  his  Majesty's  arms  will  shew  to  the  nations  of  the  Continent, 
how  much  they  may  achieve  when  animated  I7  a  glorious  sprit 
of  resistance  to  a  foreign  yoke.  In  the  cnlioal  sitantion  of 
the  war  in  the  Peninsula»  I  shall  be  most  anxtouji  to  avoid  any 
measnre  which  can  lead  my  allies  to  soppose  that  I  mean  10 
depaii  from  the  present  system*  PeBseveraneealcm  cvi  adneve 
the  great  object  in  quesMon ;  and  I  cannot  witUiold  my  apfio- 
b^tion  from  those  indio  have  bonouraUy  distiipguisbed  tbemsdves 
in  support  of  it«  |  have  no  predilections  lo  indulge^ — ^no  laen*- 
ments  to  gratify, — no  objects  to  attain,  hut  snch  as  are  common 
to  the  whole  empim.  If  audi  is  the  leading  principle  of  my 
conduot,<--and  I  can  appeal  to  the  past  as  evidence  of  what  the 
future  will  be, — ^I  flatter  myself  I  shall  meet  with  the  ftuppoia 
of  parliament,  and  of  a  candid  and  enlightened  nation.  Having 
made  the  oommunication  pf  my  sentiments  in  this  new  and 
extraordinary  crisis  of  our  afiairs,  I  cannot  conclude  wtthosit 
expressing  the  gratification  I  should  feel,  if  some  of  those  pee- 
sous  with  whom  the  early  habits  of  my  public  life  weie  fonned, 
would  strengthen  my  hands,  and  constitute  a  part  of  my  govern- 
ment With  such  support,  and  aided  by  a  vigorous  and  united 
administration,  forined  on  the  most  liberal  basis,  I  shall  look 
with  additional  confid^ce  to  a  prosperous  issue  of  the  most 
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»4uo08  coBlttt  in  lAich  Greet  Britain  wu  ever  cnagaged.  Yon 
dre  autlhorized  to  oMnnranicttte  Aeae  sentimente  to  Lord  Orej, 
iHkh  I  have  no  donbt,  wHl  make  them  kncpim  to  Lord  Grenville, 

I  am  ahvayB)  ray  deafest  Frederiek,  yonr  very  aflbctkmate 
Brother, 

(Signed)  Gborgb  P.  R. 

Carlim  Mm$e^  Feb,  13,  1812, 

P.  S.  I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  tetter  immediately  to 
Mr.  Percival. 

The  Ddke  of  Tori  lost  no  time  in  the  discharge  of 
this  commission^  but,  in  reply^  he  had  the  mortification 
<o  receive  the  following  letter : — 

Sm,  Feb.  16,  181^. 

Wb  beg  IJMvte  moM  hmsbly  t9  express  to  yonr  royal  highness 
oar  dutffixl  acknowiedgmenta,  fop  Ae  gracious  and  condescending 
manner  in  whidi  yon  have  had  the  gbodneas  to  comvnmieate  io. 
«s  ^  letter  of  hia  toyai  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  on  die 
sabfect  of  the  arrangements  to  be  now  made  for  llhe  futare 
adnunistration  ol  the  pnblie  afikim;  and  we  take  the  Hfactty  of 
availing  onrselvee  of  your  gracious  permission,  to  address  to  yowr 
royal  hif^esa  in  this  form,  what  has  occurred  t6  is  in  oonse* 
qaence  of  ^at  communication.  The  Prince  Regent^  after  e»* 
pres^ng  to  your  royal  highness  in  that  letter  his  sentiments  on 
various  public  matters,  has,  in  the  condudhg  paragraph,  con- 
descended to  intimate  his  wish  that  some  of  thoee  persons  widt 
whom  the  eariy  habits  of  hfs  public  lifo  were,  formed^  would 
stoengthen  his  royal  hfgfaness's  hands,  and  constitute  a  part  of 
his  goverament:  and  his  royal  highness  is  pleased  to  add,  diat 
widi  such  snppbrt,  aided  hy  a  vigorous  and  nmtcd  adminis^ 
tration,  formed  on  the  most  liberal  basis,  he  would  look  witk 
additional  confidence  to  a  prosperoos  issws  of  the  most  arduous 
contest  in.  which  Great  Britain  has  ever  been  engaged.  On  the 
odier  parts  of  his  royal  bighness's  tetter  we  d6  not  presume  to 
oflter  any  observatbns ;  bot  in  the  conchdfaig  paragraph,  in  so 
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far  as  we  may  Tenture  to  sappoee  ounelves  indaded  in  the 
gracious  wish  which  it  expresses,  we  owe  it,  in  obedience  and 
duty  to  his  royal  highness,  to  explain  ourselyes  with  frankness 
and  sincerity.     We  beg  leave  most  earnestly  to  assure  his  royal 
highness,  that  no  sacrifices,  expiept  those  of  honour  and  duty, 
could  appear  to  us  too  great  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of 
healing  the  divisions  of  our  country,  and  uniting  both  its  govern- 
ment and  its  people.    All  personal  exclusion  we  entirely  disclaim : 
we  rest  on  public  measures ;  and  it  is  on  this  ground  alone  that 
we  must  express,  without  reserve,  the  impossibility  of  our  uniting 
with  the  present  government    Our  differences  of  opinion  are  too 
many  and  too  important  to  admit  of  such  a  union.     His  royal 
highness  will,  we  are  confident,  do  us  the  justice  to  remember, 
that  we  have  twice  already  acted  on  this  impression ;  in  1809, 
on  the  proposition  then  made  to  us  under  his  Majesty's  authority; 
and  last  year,  when  his  royal  highness  was  pleased  to  require 
our  advice  respecting  the  fcmnation  of  a  new  government    The 
reasons  which  we  then  humbly  submitted  to  him,  are  strength- 
ened by  the  increasing  dangers  of  the  times;  nor  has  there, 
down  to  this  moment,  appeared  even  any  approximation  towards 
such  an  agreement  of  opinion  on  the  public  interests,  as  can 
alone  form  a  basb  for  the  honourable  union  of  parties  previously 
opposed  to  each  other.     Into  the  detail  of  those  difierences  we 
are  unwilling  to  enter;  they  embrace  almost  all  the  leading 
features  of  the  present  policy  of  the  empire.     But  his  royal 
highness  has,  himself,  been  pleased  to  advert  to  the  late  deli- 
berations of  parliament  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland :  this  is  a  subject, 
above  all  others,  important  in  itself,  and  connected  with  the  most 
pressing  dangers.  Far  from  concurring  in  the  sentiments  which  his 
Majesty's  mmisters  have,  on  that  occasion,  so  recently  ex|Nessed, 
we  entertain  opinions  directly  opposite:  we  are  firmly  persuaded 
of  the  necessity  of  a  total  change  in  the  present  system  of  that 
country,  and  of  the  immediate  repeal  of  those  civil  disabilitieB 
under  which  so  large  a  portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  still 
labour  on  account  of  their  rd^ious  opinions.    To  recommend 
to  parliament  this  repeal,  is  the  first  advice  which  it  would  be  our 
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•duty  to  offer  to  his  royal  highness,  could  we,  even  for  the  shortest 
time,  make  ourselves  responsible  for  any  farther  delay  in  .the 
prospect  of  a  measure,  without  which  we  could  entertain  no 
hope  of  rendering  ourselves  useful  to  his  royal  highpess,  or  to 
the  country.  We  have  only  further  to  beg  your  royal  highness 
to  lay  before  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  expres- 
sion of  our  humble  duty,  and  the  sincere  and  respectful  assur- 
ance of  our  earnest  wishes  for  whatever  may  best  promote  the 
ease,  honour,  and  advantage  of  his  royal  highness*s  government, 
and  the  success  of  his  endeavours  for  the  public  welfare.  We 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  «  Grey." 

"  Grbnville." 

To  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 


The  foilwe  of  this  negociation  fixed  the  existiiig 
mimsters  in  their  places ;  but  shortly  afterwards  an- 
other change  ensued^  occasioned  by  the  assassination 
of  Mr.  Percival. 

Upon  this  melancholy  catastrophe,  the  Prince  Re- 
gent empowered  the  Marquis  Wellesley  to  organize 
an  entire  new  cabinet.  In  the  execution  of  this  com- 
knission,  that  nobleman  called  to  his  assistance  Earl 
Moira  and  Lord  Erskine;  but  the  lords  Grey  and 
Grenville  refused  to  co^opjerate  with  the  marquis,  when 
they  understood  that  be  had  secured  the  station  of 
prime  minister  to  himself. 

In  this  exigency  the  Regent  gave  a  fresh  commission 
to  Earl  Moira ;  who  met  with  no  better  success,  for  the 
same  lords  now  demanded  not  only  the  disposal  of  the 
political  appointments,  but  even  those  of  the  private 
household  of  the  prince.  With  this  unreasonable  re- 
quisition his  royal  highness  would  have  complied,  had 
not  Lord  Moira  indignantly  restrained  him  from  such 

3o 
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an  act  of  degradation ;  lUid  the  resnlt  was^  that,  after 
three  weeks'  suspension,  the  former  servctnts  of  the 
crown  were  reinstated.  Lord  Liverpool  taking  prece- 
dence as  the  head  of  the  cabinet. 

Though  the  year  commenced  in  gloom,  its  close  was 
brilliant,  and  afforded  a  prospect  of  repose  to  suffering 
Europe.  The  disastrous  campaign  of  Buonaparte  in 
Russia  created  him  a  number  of  formidable  enemies ; 
and  the  expulsion  of  his  hordes  from  Spain,  by  Lord 
Wellington,  threatened  the  downfall  of  his  imperial 
throne.  Still,  much  remained  to  be  accomplished,  and 
while  the  confederated  powers  on  the  continent  pressed 
forward  with  their  united  forces  to  strike  the  decisire 
blow,  the  British  government  acted  with  equal  vigour 
for  the  same  important  object.  The  utmost  activity  pre- 
vailed at  the  war-office,  and  throughout  every  branch 
of  the  military  establishment  such  exertions  w^re  made, 
and  such  order  was  observed,  that  the  necessary  twi^ 
forcements  and  supplies  were  not  only  promptly  fiir^ 
nished  when  demanded,  but  were  often  anticipated*  By 
these  means  the  British  general  was  enabled  to  cross 
the  Pyrenees,  and  enter  France  at  the  head  of  a  nume^^ 
ixms  army,  the  operations  of  which  materially  aided 
the  efforts  carried  on  by  the  allies  on  the  opposite  side, 
and  ultimately  contributed  to  the  downfall  of  Napo« 
leon  and  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  govemment^ 


NBBCOIR  OF  THB  DUKB  OP   YOBK.  475 


CHAP.  XIV. 


A.  D.  1814  TO  1816. 

Fbw  happier  scenes  could  be  exhibited  to  the  friend 
of  peace  and  social  order  than  the  pnblic  entrance 
of  Loois  XVni.  into  the  English  capital,  on  the  SOtK 
of  April  1814.  The  monarch  was  met,  at  Stamaoie, 
by  the  Prince  Regent,  who  accompanied  him  in  the 
same  carriage  to  town.  On  their  arrival  at  GriUom's 
Hotel,  in  Albemarle-street,  where  apartments  had  been 
prepared  for  his  majesty,  he  was  recei*red  by  about 
one  hundred  of  the  French  nobility.  On  entering  the 
room,  the  king,  taming  to  the  Regent,  thus  addressed 
Um : — *'  I  want  words  to  express  the  sentiments  of  gra- 
titiide  and  regard  with  which  I  am  deejay  penetrated. 
To  yon.  Sir,  I  owe  OT^ry  thing ;  my  life,  even  my  daily 
bvaad,  and  what  is  more,  the  restoration  of  myself  and 
iunOy  to  oor  beloved  conntry,  and  to  the  throne  of  oar 
ancestors.'' 

The  king  then  took  off  the  order  of  St.  Esprit,  which 
he  wore,  and  invested  the  Prince  with  it ;  who  received 
the  distinction  witii  an  elegant^expression  of  his  joy 
at  the  occasion,  and  the  hope  that  no  event  wonld 
occur  to  disturb  the  harmony  which  was  now  restored 
between  the  two  natimis.  On  the  following  day  a 
Chapter  of  the  Garter  was  held,  when  the  kmg  was 
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invested  by  the  Prince  with  .the  insignia  of  that  orA&c. 
At  the  same  time  the  French  monarchy  in  the  most 
feeling  manner,  conferred  the  order  of  St.  Esprit  npon 
his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York.  On  the  23d  the 
king  left  London,  and  was  accompanied  to  Dover  by 
the  Prince  Regent,  who  remained  with  him  till  bis 
departure. 

The  war  being  thus  brought  to  an  end,  nodiing 
remained  but  to  reward  those  who  had  contributed  to 
its  success.  While  peerages  and  pensions  were  granted 
to  some  of  the  principal  officers  serving  under  Lord 
WcHington,  the  commander  himself  was  raised  to  the 
dnoal  dignity;  and,  in  addition  to  this  honour  from 
the  sovereign,  a  deputation  of  the  house  of  oommons^ 
waited  u^oa  him  to  congratulate  his  |[race  on  Us 
return  to  his  native  country.  The  duke,  in  reply, 
assufed  the  gentlemen  that  it  would  afford  him  the^ 
highest  pleasure  to  return  his  thanks  in  person  te  the 
House  of  Commons.  ~ . '« 

Aeocrdingly,  on  the  first  of  July  the  noble  wacnrior 
made  hm  at>pear8nce  in  the  body  (rf* tile  hoase,  all*: tiia 
members  rifling  uncovered  at  his  entraoice.  *  After  Ik 
short  pause,  he  addressed' the  Speaker  in  a  plain 
modest  speech,  expressive  of  his  obligatmis  to 
filament  for  its  llbetality^  and  to  the  govenonent  Sdit 
its  energy,  during  the  arduous  services  iii  whickteimi 
been  engaged.  The  noble  duke,  on  this  ocoasian>  took 
the  opportunity  of  pa3ring  a  tribute  ^t  respodt  to* the 
commander'-in-chief,  which  was  the  mote  impfesaivtet 
by  being  oouohed  in  a  few  simile  wwds.  \'    ' 

From  this  inteiesting  and  pleasing  «eene  we  mmst 
turn  to  another  of  a  different  kind* 

The  pteparation  now  making  for  the  reo^tion  of  tba 
empemr  of  Russia/  the  king  of  Pnissia,^  with  a  largo 
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train  of  otter  iUostrious  visitbrs^  while  it  diffosed  an 
eager  deligbt  among  all  ranks»  from  the  throtie  to  the 
cottage,  created  at  the  same  time  some  considerable 
uneasiness  in  die  royal  family. 

As  on  snch  an  occasion  the  levees  and  drawing-rooms 
were  naturally  expected  to  be  unusually  crowded  and 
splendid,  the  regulation  of  them  became  a  matter  of 
important  concern. 

This  business,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  fiunily,  devolved  chiefly  on  the  Queen,  whose  situa* 
tion  may  be  conceived  from  the  tenor  of  the*  letter 
which  Ae  wrote  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  in  iiluch 
she  informed  her  royal  highness  ''  that  she  bad  jreceived 
a  communication  from  her  son,  the  Prince  BegeaA^ 
etating,  that  her  Majesty's  intention  of  bedding  two 
drawing-rooms  in  the  ensuing^  month  having  been  noti* 
fied  to  the  public,  he  considers  that  his  own  prsMaoe 
at  court  cannot  be  diq[iensed  with;  and  that  he  desistis 
it  may  be  distinctly  understood,  for  reaaena  of  which 
alone  he  could  be  the  judges  it  was  his  fixndand  an* 
alterable  determination  not .  to  meet  dbe  Princes^,  of 
Wales  upon  >any  occasicm,  either  in.  piAKo  or  m  .pori- 
yn^."  The  Queen,  in  condusimiy  then  obeenred  that 
she  was  under  the  painful  necessity  of  .intinating  to 
the  prinoess  the  impoasibiUty.iof  receiving  her  royal 
highneBg  at  either  of  her  drnwing^^raepis. 

Upon  tUs,.the  princess  t^iimd  in  very  sharp  terms 
to  the  Queen  wkI  the  Beptnt;  but  as  her  remon* 
stranoea  couUl  aot^hakethe  reisiolve  of  the  latter,  she 
adopted  the  extraosdinary  measure  ct  addresaiag  the 
S^>eaker^of  the  House  of  Cknnmons  en  .the  subject* 

The  communication  being  read  frem  the  chair,  a 
debate  ^nsoed ;  but  as  the  case  was  one  that  ewld  not 
be  entertained  in  that  assembly >  the  ^i^bir  terminated 
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in  a  maimer  littfe  to  have  been  axpeoM  flMot  tb^ 
manner  in  whicli  it  commienced.  Tliejr  wko  adiro«tte4 
tbe  cause  of  Ae  princess,  instead  of  svpportiiig  her 
original  claim  to  the  distinctions  due  ta  bnr  rank,  nav 
consulted  to  the  ^oposal  of  ministers,  that  she  slMmld 
receive  a  peenniary  compensation ;  and  her  royal:  Ugih* 
ness  was  aecordmgly  gratified  by  a  parliamentary 
grant  of  thirty-five  thousand  a  year. 

During  the .  management  of  this  strange  bnsftMSS, 
the  public  mind  was  suddenly  agitated  by  the  dKqpe* 
ment  one  night  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales, 
from  Pidl  MaU  to  Conaaught-House>  the  lamAncm 
of  bar  mother.  The  Priucess  of  Wales  being  gmatly 
•ombarrassed  by  this  proceeding  of  her  daughter,  imme* 
diately  drove  to  die  House  of  Commons,  then  sitting,  to 
consult  with  her  friends  as  to  fte  proper  course  to  be 
adapted ;  and  the  result  was,  that  at  three'  o'clocL  in 
the  monung  the  young  fiigitive  was  prevailed  npeo  to 
aecompany  her  uncle,  the  Duke  of  York,  to  Caillpn*^ 
House ;  from  whence  she  was  removed  to  Cranbemm* 
Lodge  in  Windsor  Fovest. 

Shortly  after  tins  «nplea3ant  transactiaa,  the  Pnh^ 
cess  of  Wales  quitted  the  kingdom,  and  never  sawiher 
daughter  more. 

Previous  to  this  unpleasant  occurrence,  ti»  imtperiil 
and  royal  visitors  arrived,  and  a  round  of  featinlies 
marked  thehr  stay  in  this  country.  The  Duke  of  Toik 
was  assiduous  in  his  attention  to  the  illustrious  guests^ 
whom  he  accompanied  to  Oxlbrd^  next  to  the  cvfie 
feast  ki  Guildhall,  and  lastly  to  PortsmouOi,  ynfmm  a 
grand  naval  review  astoniiAed  Frederiek  WiHiam,  and 
delighted  Alexander. 

The  emperor,  while  here,  though  highly  amnaed  with 
the  various  objects  presented  to  his  view,  paid  moat 


MBMOIR  OP  THB  DUKE  OF  YORK.      479 


regard  to  thMe  iDstitatioiis  which  were  calcidatBd  for 
the  public  beneifit. 

In  one  of  his  oonTorsations^  he  fhnuMariy  adsed  die 
Duke  of  Yoifc,  where  the  EngHsh  kept  tlieir  poor ;  as 
he  had  seen  none  of  that  class  since  he  came  into  the 
ccwnvtry. 

The  next  day^  his  royal  highness  and  Lord  Yarinouth 
took  the  emperor  to  St.  Martin's  workhoase,  with  the 
whole  eoonolny  of  which  Alexander  was  extremely 
pleased ;  but  said^  this  was  not  what  he  wanted ;  his 
cQfiosity  being  excited  to  know  where  the  poor  were 
to  be  fonnd?  On  being  infomed  that  erery  paiirti 
had  an  asylom  of  this  kind,  and  that  all  panpers  wiere 
provided  for  by  act  of  parliament,  he  raised  his  hands 
and  exclaimed,  **  It  is  no  wonder  England  is  mistress 
of  the  world." 

The  same  snmmer  the  Duke  of  York,  jvho  was  never 
mor^pleased  tiian  when  employed  in  promoting  works 
of  substantial  benevolence,  laid  the  fbnndation  stone 
of  the  Westminster  National  School  for  the  education 
of  one  thousand  children,  to  which  establishment  he 
was,  throng^  liie,  a  liberal  beneftctor. 

The  next  year  commenced  with  the  institution  of  a 
new  military  order,  grafted  upon  that  of  the  Badi,  for 
the  purpose  of  commemorating  the  auspicious  termina* 
tion  et  the  war,  and  for  rewarding  the  valour,  perse^ 
▼toance,  and  devotion  of  his  Majesty's  forces  by  sea 
and  land.  Of  this  honourable  Order,  the  Duke  ot  York 
was  nominated  Grand  Master. 

But  whfle  England  was  this  employed  in  entwining 
wreaths  of  laurel  for  the  brows  of  her  heroic  leaders> 
the  sound  of  the  clarion  was  again  heard,  calling  thm 
to  the  field  of  glory.  That  restless  spirit,  which  had 
so.  long  disturbed  Europe,  having  escaped  frem  Elba 
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and'eflected  a  landiiig  in  France,  adraneed  rapidly  to 
Paris,  and  succeeded  in  organizing  a  new  army,  to 
secure  him  on  fhe  thrc»ke  wUdi  he  had  usurped. 

As  soon  as  the  allied  powers  were  appriased  of  this 
sudden  irruption,  they  came  to  the  only  res<diition  lliat 
could  be  adopted  when  the  safety  of  all  was  i|C  «lake ; 
and  it  wais  settled  to  send  ei^ht  hundred  thousand  men 
into  the  field*  Fortunately  the  military  estabUshaMBt 
of  Britain  was  in  such  a  state  that  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington was  enabled  at  once  to  m6k0  head  i^iainst  tte 
foe ;  and  the  battle  of  Waterloo  was  the  consequence 
of  this  yigilance  and  promptitude.  ^ 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  incessant  appfieatien  of  the 
Duke  of  York  at  this  eventful  ctisis,  neither  the  Praa- 
sian  nor  the  British  commanders  tould  have  acted'  on 
the  offensive,  till  probably  it  might  have  been  loo  iate 
to  do  so  effectively.  By  sending  forth  the  military 
resources  of  the  country  immediately  and  collectively, 
the  enemy  was  met  in  such  a  manner  that  his  discern^ 
fiture  was  accomplished  before  the  Russians  or  Aus* 
trians  could  come  into  action* 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  gladly  acknowledged  this 
fact;  and,  in  consequence  of  it,  a  unanimous  vote 
passed  the  commons,  **  That  the  thanks  of  this  House 
be  given  to  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  Yoric, 
captain-general  and  commander-in*chief  of  the  British 
forces,  for  his  continual,  effectual,  and  unremitting 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  for  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty  years,  during  which  time  the  army 
has  improved  in  discipline  and  in  science  to  an  extent 
nnknown  before ;  and,  under  Providence,  risen  to  the 
height  of  military  glory/' 

Thus  the  tongue  of  malice  was  for  ever  silenced  by 
the  record  of  parliament ;  for  even  the  leaders  of  oppo^ 
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sition  were  compelled  on  this  occasion  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  public  iategrity  of  the  royal  personage 
who  had  been  treated  as  a  delinqnent.  . 

One  of  the  most  flattering  marks  of  respect  paid  to 
the  Duke  of  York  on  this  occasion^  came  from  Mr. 
Whitbxead,  who  said,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  object 
to  the  motion,  without  the  appearance  of  ingratitude, 
after  the  noble  tribute  that  had  been  rendered  to  his 
royal  highness  the  commander-in-chief,  by  the  Duke 
of  Wellington ;  and  that,  therefore,  under  such  cir- 
euoistaiiGes,  he  could  not  possibly  withhold  his  sanc- 
tion from  the  proposed  vote. 

Shortty  alter  this  signal  triompb  over  prejudice,  his 
toyal  Mghness  met  with  a  serious  accident  at  Oat- 
bhiMl9>  by  breaking  his  left  arm  between  the  shoulder 
mttA  elbow  joint :  btit  the  fracture  was  immediately  re- 
dooed,  and  he  soon  reeotered  from  its  eflects. 


3p 


48t}  MEMOIR  OP   THE   DUKB  OF   YORK. 


CHAP.  XV. 


A.  D.  1816  TO  1818. 

In  consequence  of  the  stagnation  of  trade,  and  the 
distresses  of  the  labouring  part  of  the  community,  a 
public  meeting  was  convened  to  be  held  on  the  29th 
of  July;^  1816,  at  the  London  Tavern,  The  Duke 
of  Tprk  presided  on  the  occasion,  and  the  meetii^ 
was  attended  by  the  Dukes  of  Kent  and  Cambri4ge, 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  many  other  distinguished  characters. 

In  the  midst  of  the  proceedings,  some  of  the  factious 
spirits  of  the  day  broke  into  the  room,  and  endeavourei} 
to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  ass^oibly  by  inflamin»" 
tory  speeches.  Little  notice  was  taken  of  the  iur 
truders,  and  the  business  concluded  with  the  opeu^g 
of  a  subscription,  to  which  the  Prince  Regent  <)on- 
tributed  five  hundred  pounds,  the  Queen,  the  D,uke9 
of  York  and  Cambridge^  three  hundred  poupds  each ; 
the  Princess  Charlotte,  aad  her'con3ort  Prince  Leo- 
pold,  four  hundred  pounds;  and  each  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  family  one  hundred  pounds.  The 
bank  of  England  gave  two  thousand  pounds ;  and  by 
the  donations  of  the  benevolent,  in  less  than  three 
weeks  the  subscription  amounted  to  thirty-five  thou- 
sand pounds.   / 
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This  incident,  in  the  history  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
brings  to  recoUectiou  another  instance  of  his  prompt- 
ness to  further  the  cause  of  philanthropy. 

About  the  time  that  Mr.  Percival  v/ks  assassinated, 
some  gentlemen  formed  the  design  of  procuring  a  sub- 
scription for  the  manufacturing  and  labouring  poor, 
who  were  then  in  a  state  of  great  misery. 

The  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  Freemasons'  Hall ; 
and  a  gentleman,  well  known  to  his  royal  highness, 
repaired  to  the  Horse  Guards,  but  found  that  he  was 
in  the  country  about  one  hundred  miles  distant.  An 
express  was  instantly  despatched;  when  the  Duke, 
without  loss  of  time,  hastened  up  to  London,  and 
reached  the  hall  just  in  time  to  take  the  chair.  His 
presence  essentially  aided  the  befievolent  purpose,  and 
the  contributions  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  hopes 
of  those  who  projected  the  scheme. 

On  this  occasion  the  Duke  expressed  himself  highly 
gratified,  in  having  been  able  to  forward  the  humane 
object,  adding  that  he  should  be  at  all  times  happy  in 
lending  his  assistance  towards  promoting  any  benevo- 
lent design ;  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  would  most 
readily  obey  any  call  made  upon  him  to  preside,  in 
order  to  further  the  ends  of  charity. 

The  sudden  and  melancholy  death  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales,  at  the  close  of  1817,  while  it 
placed  the  Duke  of  York  next  in  succession  to  the 
throne,  at  the  same  time  made  a  chasm  not  easy  to  be 
repaired.  On  this  account,  and  to  provide  against 
contingencies,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  form  some 
matrimonial  alliances  among  the  junior  branches  oT  the 
royal  lineage.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1818,  the 
Princess  Elizabeth  was  united  to  the  hereditary  Prince 
of  Hesse  Hombcrg.    This  ceremony  was  performed 
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with  great  solemnity  in  the  saloon  of  tbe  Queen's 
palace,  where  her  Majesty  took  her  station  in  ft  s]plen- 
dld  chair  of  state^  to^  the  left  of  the  ajtar ;  Kbile  tb^ 
different  branches  of  the  i^miily  ranged  tbems^es 
according  to  order.  The  archbishop  of  Canterbary^ 
assisted  by  the  bishop  of  London^  officiated ;  and  the 
bride  was  given  away  by  the  Duke  of  York^  the  Prince 
Regent  being  prevented  by  the  gout. 

No  application  was  made  to  parliam^t  in  favour 
of  the  royal  couple ;  but  shortly  after^  a  n^essage  wa|i 
sent  down  to  both  houses,  stating  that  a  matrimonial 
alliance  was  negociated  between  the  Duke  of  Clawnce 
and  the  Princess  of  Saxe-Meningen,  and  another  b^ 
tween  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  and  the  daughter  of  tbe 
l4andgrava  of  Hesse*  It  was,  therefore,  earnestly  re- 
eonmended  to  parliament,  to  provide  a  suitable  esta«- 
blishment  for  the  two  princes,  to  enable  them  to  8up|i«tt 
theijr  digmty  in  a  proper  style.  Considering  the  proAMe 
and  extravagant  grant  that  had  been  made  to  PriDce 
I^aopold  of  Saxe^obourg,  it  was  little  to  bave  been  ex^ 
pected  that  aiqr  opposition  would  be  made  to  the  motion 
for  increasing  tbe  incomes  of  our  own  princes  of  tb^ 
blood.  Such,  however,  was  tbe  fact ;  and  when  mfaiiB^ 
tecs*  pcojposed  an  additional  allowange  of  ten  tbdMsand 
a  year  t^  the  Anke  of  Clarence,  and  six  thousand  to  the 
Puke  of  Cambf itige,  a  majority  of  the  Houf e  of  Com^ 
mons  negatived  the  first  motion,  and  put  bofb  bmtbers 
upon  tbe  same  footing.  At  the  same  time^  a  propMt*' 
tion  to  grant  six  thousand  a  year  to  the  Puke  of  Cura^ 
berland  was  rejected  altogether. 

In  consequence  of  this  treatment,  tbe  marriago  ef 
tbe  Duke  of  Clarence  was  suspended  for  the  present^ 
though  tbe  treaty  was  soon  after  renewed,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  summer  the  nuptials  were  solomnbsed ; 


MBMOIR  OF  THB  DUKB  OF  YORK.      486 

as  w^  as  those  of  the  Duke  of  Kent  with  the  sister 
of  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Cobourg* 

The  contrast  between  the  ro.y^l  family  and  the 
senate  at  tlii«  period  was  remarkable;  for  while  the 
one  evinced  a  spirit  of  parsimony,  v^y  disgraceful  (0 
^e  representatives  of  a  great  nation,  the  princes,  who 
were  so  cruelly  treated,  appeared  particularly  oon<» 
spicuous  in  promoting  liberally  woiks  of  beneficeaoe. 

On  the  3!)th  ol*  April,  the  liondoa  Naticmal  Schools 
underwent  a  4>ublic  examination  at  the  Mansion 
House,  in  the  pres^ce  of  the  Queen,  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  scHne  other  members  of  the  royal  family. 
The  Egyptian  Hall  was  apiuropriated  to  this  iate^ 
resting  scene,  where  th^  Lord  Mayor,  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  the  bishop  of  liOndon,  and  a  great  nrnith* 
her  of  persons  of  distinction,  attended*  The  bosiness 
commenced  with  the  introduction  of  the  scholars,  of 
whom  there  were  about  tbre^  hundred  gtrls,  and  more 
than  seven  hundred  boys.  When  they  were  all 
arranged,  they  sung  a  hymn,  and  repeated  part  of  the 
churoh  service*  The  great  body  was  then  dismissed, 
and  each  d^s  was  afterwards  introduced  in  sue* 
cession.  On  a  word  being  given,  the  children  spelled 
ity  and  wrote  it  on  their  slatea.  They  perfocmed 
exercises  in  arithmetic  in  a  similar  lofaaner,  and  vead 
several  chapters  in  the  biUe.  When  .the  business,  was 
over,  the  eixaminers,  secretary*  and  olhers,  were  intro- 
daeed  to  bei  Majesty,  who  was  h%Uy  pleased  with 
the  scene  she  had  witnessed. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Free-* 
masons'  Tavern,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  sobsorip-* 
tion  in  aid  of  the  National  Schools.  It  was  attende4 
by  many  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  several  noUe- 
mm  and  gentlemen  of  the  first  consequence  iu  the 
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kingdom.  The  Duke  of  York  haying  taken  the  chair, 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  stated,  that  thene  had 
been  raised  for  this  institution,  by  public  subscrip- 
tion, the  sum  of  above  thirty-eight  thousand  pounds, 
with  which  a  central  school,  that  was  a  model  for  all 
others,  had  been  founded.  Here  four  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  forty  children  were  educated,  and  imrtrue* 
tion  given  to  above  five  hundred  masters  and  misttie^ses  • 
Out  of  this  fund,  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  schools 
received  assistance,  and  in  one  thousand,  one  hun*- 
died,  and  forty-four  branches  of  those  sdibols,  one 
iMuidred  and  sixty-five  thousand  children  were  now  re^ 
ceiving  education.  A  subscription  being  opened,  her 
Majesty  and  the  Prince  Regent  contributed  five  bun- 
dled pounds  each,  the  Duke  of  York  one  hundred 
guineas^  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Homberg  a  ¥ke 
Bum,  and  many  others  ibilowed  with  proportionable 
liberality,  making  in  the  whole  amount,  about  five 
thousand  pounds. 

On  the  6th  of  the  same  month,  tiie '  anniversary 
meeting  <tf  the  Yorkshire  Society,  for  maintaining, 
clothing,  and  educating  of  the  children  of  poor  natives 
of  tiiat  county,  resident  in  the  metropolis,  was  held 
at  the  London  Tavern.  The  Duke  of  York  was  in  the 
chair,  and  readily  acceded  to  the  request  of  becoming 
patron  of  the  institution. 

But  with  the  joy  produced  by  the  royal  carriages, 
and  the  benevolent  exercises  in  which  the  august 
family  took  so  much  delight,  much  pain  was  mingled ; 
for  though  new  relations  were  formed,  old  ones  were 
dissolving,  and  they  who  had  lived  long  together  in 
perfect  harmony,  were  about  to  be  separated  for  ever. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York 
gave   a  splendid  entertainment   to   the  whole  of  the 
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royal  family,  when,  in  the  midst  of  the  festive  scene, 
the  Queen  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  spasmodic 
affection  of  so  alanning  a  nature,  that  the  party  broke 
up  in  the  utmost  distress.  Though  her  Majesty  re- 
covered from  the  violent  attack,  it  became  evident 
that  the  system  had  sustained  an  irreparable  shock ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  no  time  was  lost  in  hasten- 
ing through  parliament  a  bill  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  regency  act  which  related  to  the  custody  of  the 
person  of  the  King.  After  providing  for  the  increase 
of  her  Majesty's  councU,  it  was  enacted,  that  in  case 
parliament  was  in  a  state  of  prorogation  at  the  period 
of  the  Queen's  demise,  it  should  be  caHed  togetiber 
within  sixty  days  from  that  period. 

Tlie  royal  invalid  soon  after  this  removed  to  K#wy 
where  she  lingered  till  Tuesday,  Xovwnber  17th,  whea 
death  closed  her  sufferings,  in  the  midst  of  her  afflicted^ 
family.  The  Prince  Regent,  and  the  Duko  of  York, 
with  the  Princesses,  were  in  constant  attondaace  uponr 
their  venerable  parent,  and  supported  her 'in  ber  last 
moments.  She  knew  them  all,  looked  on  them  witi^ 
affectiimate  regard,  and  would  have  spoken,  but  the 
power  of  speech  was-  denied,  and  she  went  off  witkoui 
a  sigh  or  a  straggle. 


■«  -I «. I 
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CHAP.  XVI. 


A.  D.  1818  to  1S30. 

I'fiotreit  <hft  gaardittMUp  of  tbe  King's  pcawn  de- 
volved by  the  Qseeti'*  death  ou  the  Bake  of  Yoik, 
in  virtue  of  a  special  act  of  pdrlianiefit  i  sttch  was  the 
vlmteDee  of  party  spirit^  that  an  oppoi^tioa  lirae  set 
tfp  against  bis  royaA  higfaness's  receiviag  the  tea  tbbiKf 
sand  a  year^  wU^  had  bees  granted  to  het  If  afesty 
for  the  like  charge.  An  anfendment  was  even  moved, 
to  redace  the  attowanee  one  half;  but  die  proposiclofi 
fg^d,  and  the  origiiMt  aiotiim  was  carried  by  a  Iaig0 
siajerity. 

TU6  oppeM&ls  of  the  grant  had  the  mtBanness  te 
demaad,  that  the  et:pense  shoold  be  defrayed  out  of  thd 
privy  purse ;  but  his  royal  highness,  with  becemu^ 
indignation,  refused  to  take  what  he  considered  to  be 
the  sacred  property  of  his  Majesty. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  important  trust,  the  Duke 
was  most  assiduous ;  but  while  executing  it,  he  met 
with  a  singular  a&cident.  In  the  act  of  opening  the 
door  of  a  room  in  Windsor  Castle,  one  of  his  spurs 
caught  the  loop  at  the  bottom  of  his  pantaloons,  which 
caused  him  to  fall,  when  be  unfortunately  broke  his 
right  arm,  as  he  formerly  had  done  the  left,  about  three 
inches  above  the  elbow  joint.  The  fracture  was  set  very 
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soon  after  the  occurrence^  by  the  attendant  siirg^oii'  of  the 
hoasehotd^  and  no  bftd  consequences  vtere  tte  result. 

The  marriage  of  the  J>iike  of  Kent  having  been  pro* 
ducAve  of  a  daughter,  the  24th  of  June  was  appointed 
for  the  christening ;  on  yiilAch  ooeaaion  the  royal  font 
of  gold  was  removed  from  the  Tower  to  Kensington 
palace,  for  the  cetebrati6n  of  the  ceremony.  The  arch'- 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  assisted  by  the  bishop  of  L6n* 
don,  officiated ;  and  the  i^yal  infkmit  wais  named  by  the 
Duke  of  York,  ais  the  nepiesentatlve  of  the  emperor  of 
Russfet— Aleitandrina  Vittoria. 
.  The  Prince  Begent,  and  nearly  M  the  iioyai'  ftmily^ 
were  present  on  t&is  joyfM  4>ceaisienr;  which  seemed  to 
pipmise  many  yean  of  onion  and  happiness.  Eate» 
however,  decided  otherwise;  and  the  same  company' 
never  again  met  together  1  The  dreltinstances  of  the- 
Duke  of  Kent  being  so  very  circuiAsciibed  as  to  rmder 
a  rigid  economy  necessary ;  he  went  to  residi^  at  8id« 
mouth  ia  l>evonsliire,  where  he  was  carried  off  sud- 
denly by  a  fever  produced  from  cold,  on  the  SM  of* 
January,  1820. 

WUle  the  preparatiotfs  weno  making  for  the  intcv- 
ment  of  ibis  junior  branch  of  the  feihily,  an  exp)resa 
arrived  early  on  the  morning  of  die  29tb  cC  Aie  same 
mmtOki  ap^rizbg  the  Duke  of  Yorls  that  a iaadden 
change  had  taken  place  iil  the  state  of  Ae  King,  and 
that  Ms  dissolution  might  hoariy  be  expectedl  His 
royal  biglmess  immediately  hastened  to  Windsor;  and 
at  tliirty-flve  minutes  past  eig^  o'clod^  the  same, 
evenings  he  witnessed  the  peaceful  departure  of  hia 
venerable  parmt  from  a  world  to  which  he  bad  been 
long  dead, — to  one  that  had  erer  been  the  goiveitiing 
pviadpie  of  his  conduct  during  the  whole  of  his  long 
attd  eventital  reign. 

3q 
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In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  good  King's  malady,  an 
experiment  was  sometimes  made  to  recall  his  recollec- 
tion, and  direct  his  attention  to  public  affairs ;  but  the 
attempt  was  soon. laid  aside,  when  it  was  found  to 
create  an  irritation  dangerous  to  his  repose. 

.  Notwithstanding  this,  his  Miyesty's  recollection  of 
past  times  was  very  exact,  and  the  occasional  sketches 
which  formed  part  of  his  soliloquies,  afforded  a  con- 
Tincing  proof  that  his  mental  powers  had  been  once 
strong  and  steady.  Clouded  as  his  intellect  was,  it 
still  retained  the  impression  of  royal  dignity,  and  never 
did  the  royal  patient  forget,  amidst  all  his  wanderings, 
that  he  had  been,  and  still  was,  a  monarch. 

At  the  funeral,  which  took  place  on  Ash  Wednesday, 
the  Duke,  of  York  officiated  as  chief  mourner ;  on  which 
occasion  he  was  observed  to  be  most  sensibly  affected ; 
and  in  his  feelings  the  whole  of  the  numerous  assem- 
blage appeared  to  sympathize. 

.  About  this  time  his  royal  highness  received  a  flatter- 
ing mark  of  ^ivic  distinction,  with  which  he  was  very 
•Auch  gratified.  This  was  a  deputation  from  the  wor- 
sWiffid  Company  Of  Drapers,  tequesting  him  to  accept 
the  freedom  of  that  corporati<m.  In  this  address  it 
was  said,  that  ^  The  Court  of  Assistants,  in  common 
with  their  countrymen,  entertained  a  high  and  grateful. 
wssme  of  the  very  important  services  rendered  by  his 
royal  hii^iAess  to  the  realm,  in  the  management  of  the 
army ;  which,  under  his  conduct,  had  attained  a  perfec- 
tion almOet  unexampled;  and  enabled  this  country, 
under  Providence,  to  contribute  most  essentially  to  the 
deliverance  of  Europe  from  evils  as  great  as  any  with 
which  the  worid  was  ever  visited.'' 

Whatever  pleasure  the  Duke  might  feel  from  such 
unbonght   testimonials   to  his   public  services,  was 
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idloyed  by  the  ferment  now  excited  to  dlstnrb  the 
peace  of  his  sovereign  and  brother. 
-  The  Queen*consort,  who  had  been  now  absent  above 
five  years,  no  sooner  received  the  intelligence  of  the 
demise  of  the  late  King,  than  she  formed  the  resolu* 
tion  of  returning  home,  and  asserting  her  claims  to 
tegal  honours.  This  was  a  painful  business  to  the 
royal  family,  and  peculiarly  embarrassing  to  minis- 
ters, who  were  obviously  taken  by  surprise. 

For  a  considerable  period  before  the  present  change, 
strange    rumours    had    been    circulated    throughout 
Europe,  concerning  the  deportment  and  connexions  of 
the  royal  wanderer.    Gr6vemment,  on  being  made  ac-^ 
quainted  with  these  unpleasant  reports,  caused  an 
Inquiry  to  be  instituted  into  the  truth  of  them ;  but 
the  result  was  kept  a  profound  secret  firom  the  public, 
till  the  sudden  resolution  of  the  Queen  rendered  soma 
measures  necessary  to  justify  the  withholding  fixxm 
her  those  marks  of  distinction,  to  which,  as  tiie  con- 
sort of  the '  King,  she  had  a  legal  claim.    When  the 
Queen  reached  St.  Omer,  near  Calais,  then,  and  not 
before,  ministers  appeared  alarmed,  and  attempted  to 
divert  her  purpose  by  overtures  of  a  pecuniary  nature, 
which  she  'spumed,  and  by  threats,  which  she  set  at 
defiance.    From  St.  Omer  she  despatched  three  letters, 
one  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  another  to  Lord  Melville, 
and  a  third  to  the  Duke  of  York.    The  first  contained 
a,  peremptory  order  that  one  of  the  palaces  should  be 
forthwith  prepared  for  her  reception;  in  the  second, 
she  called  upon  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
a  royal  yacht  to  Calais,  to  convey  her  and  her  suite  to 
England ;  and  the  last  was  a  recapitulation  ^  both 
demands,  with  a  vehement  remonstrance  against  the* 
manner  in  which  she  had  been  treated. 
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Th^^e  ?reqi]ji9itio»3  w^r^  djusrc^urded,  md  the  jQumd 
listened  to  London,  wb«re»  on  her  jBocily^l,  a  fiommii* 
mcatioa  wa9  made  to  both  houses  of  parlwpaeut,  fol- 
lowed kj  »  hody  of  paper$>  fonmng  the  ground  of  » 
proQ^cntiop  ftgainsjt  her  Majesty  for  edvltcacy. 

When  the  b^l  of  pain3  and  penalties  came  imder 
consideraUon^  and  a  call  of  thjs  House,  took  place  in 
conaequenee;  the  S«ke  of  So^aex  addre^aod  a  letter 
to  th§  Chai^ci^or,  de^iriag  to  be  ^xcnaed  ficom  attend- 
lag,  on  accQRat  of  his  coiisapgniiuty  to  the  parties. 
j:M&  apology  wa3.adiQit)^d>  and  the  p^rmiiaion  grant* 
fd.  The  Dul^e  of  Tork^  uj^on  this^  immediately  amae 
wd  A^>  that  if  one  person>  on  a  yariety  of  grounda, 
hadat^onger  daima  than  another*  to  request  leave  of 
licence  Upon  .thia  occasion,  he  nm^  that  indiyidn^ ; 
pwt  that  he  would  not  anffar  any  pavate  feeUngs  to 
dater.  him  imm  doing  hta  duty>  hojirov^  psinfid  it 
mght))e» 

.  Tp  jUtds  declAj^on  the  Dnl^  pouptuaUy  adhered; 
«nd  :fof  .which  h^  had  tho  distingoiahed  honour  of 
h§ing  noticdd  by  9oine  of  the  hired  adTocatea  of 
ff^tipn  and  Uccntioo9ne9^>  in  the  language  of  ab|iae. 
.  To  eycry  moral  mind>  how^yer,  his  conduct  in  thia 
inat^^ce  muat  bftve  appeared  in  ^  Ught  which  maiitod 
prai^e.inatead  of  reproach-  The  ca;^  was  of  a  high 
naAurCj  wA  me  that  inyolyed  interests  of  the  utmost 
moment  to  iho  national  reputation  {  indepMdent  of 
the  peace  of  the  puainoua  family  immediately  p^? 
cecned.  Under  auch  circnmstance^>  it  wpuld  h^ye 
betrayed  a  pusillanimity  in  the  Duke  of  Torl^j  in- 
Qonsistent  with  hia  known  characteib  had  bo  9bru]|k 
fcom  the  exercise  of  hia  legislatiw  functions*  on  an 
occnaion  that  so  nuiterially  affected  the  honow  of 
the  crown.    Hia  royal  highness  kn^w  what  belonged 
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to  hid  situation  too  well,  to  truckle  to  the  multitudo 
for  a  little  ephemeral  popularity;  and  his  regard  to 
truth  would  not  suffer  him  to  assume  the  pemiciomi 
disguise  of  indifference,  when  called  upon  to  act  in  a 
judicial  capacity. 

While  the  nation  was  agitated  by  this  disgusting 
investigation  into  the  conduct  of  one  female  of  the 
highest  rank;  public  sympathy  was  excited  by  the 
death  of  the  Duchess  of  York.  The  declioing  state 
of  her  royM  highnesses  health  had  long  been  a  subject 
of  fearftd  anxiety  among  her  friends  and  domestics ; 
but  within  a  few  weeks  previous  to  her  dissolution, 
nature  seemed  to  have  gained  a  triumph,  and  hope^f 
were  entertained  that  the  virulence  of  her  disease  bad 
received  an  effectual  check.  Unhappily  those  expec-' 
tations  were  Mladous ;  and  the  spaw&odic  attacL? 
to  which  she  had  been  long  sul^ect,  returned  witii 
alarming  violence. 

*  On  Tuesday  morning,  the  1st  of  Aiiguat,  ^^e  symp? 
toms  were  such,  that  an  express  was  sent  off  fron^ 
Oatlands  to  the  Duke,  who  was  then  in  town,  an4 
holding  a  levee  at  the  Horse  Guards*  His  roya| 
highness,  having  seen  all  the  gentlemen  on  his  Ijst, 
hastened  in  his  singlerhorse  chaise  tq  York  House, 
where  his  travelling  chariot  was  in  rea<|inef(s,  and  set 
off  instantly  for  Oatlands.  On  his  arrival,  he  had  the 
satisfiustion  to  find  the  Duchess  recovered  from  the 
at|ack,  and  enjoying  some  repose ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  he  Tetumed  to  London,  to  resume  his  public 
duties ;  and  on  Fdday  and  Saturday  he  was  present 
with  the  King,  at  two  grand  reviews  on  Hopnslow 
Heath. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturdfty,  hovrever,  be  received 
a  fresh  snmmops,  and  repaired  with  all  possible  de- 
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spatch  to  Oatlands,  where  be  foond  his  MniAUe  eoo* 
sort  in  the  most  dangerous  state,  and  the  spaik  of 
life  fast  declining  towards  final  extinction. 

Every  thing  that  medical  art  could  suggest,  or  dili- 
gence perforih,  to  prolong  the  vital  energies,  was  had 
recourse  to,  but  in  vain,  and  soon  after  nine  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  her  royal  highness  expired, 
in  the  presence  of  her  husband  and  attendants.  This 
event,  though  anticipated,  produced  the  strongest  sen* 
sations  of  grief  in  the  mind  of  the  Duke,  and  some 
time  elapsed  before  he  could  collect  his  spirits  suffi- 
ciently to  communicate  the  sad  intelligence  to  the 
members  of  his  family,  and  the  ministers  of  state. 

The  life  of  the  Duchess  was  marked  by  scarcely 
any  circumstances  calculated  to  bring  her  prominently 
under  public  observation.  She  mixed  very  little  in 
the  gaieties  of  fashionable  life,  nor  did  she  take  any 
part  in  the  domestic  occurrences  of  the  royal  family 
which  led  to  public  discussion  and  solicitude.  Easy 
of  access,  affable,  and  benevolent,  she  spent  her  whole 
time  in  promoting  the  comforts  and  the  happiness  of 
every  individual,  however  humble,  within  her  sphere 
of  observation. 

The  chUdren  of  the  whole  neighbourhood,  at  least 
all  who  stood  in  need  of  assistance,  were  considered 
by  the  Duchess  as  belonging  to  her  household.  They 
were  iaccordingly  clothed  and  educated  under  her  own 
immediate  inspection,  and  entirdy  at  her  expense. 
Every  Saturday  whole  troops  of  these  infants  were  to 
be  seen  crossing  the  park  in  their  simple  clean  attire, 
to  the  mansion  of  their  royal  benefactress,  from  whose 
hand  they  frequently  received  cakes  and  wine. 

As  they  grew  up,  the .  patronage  of  her  royal  high- 
ness was  still  continued ;  the  girls  being  either  put  out 
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to  service^  or  provided  for  with  suitable  employment, 
while  the  boys  were  apprenticed  at  the  charge  of  the 
Duchess,  who  also  gave  marriage  portions  to  the  de- 
serving, and  extended  her  benevolence  to  their  rising 
families.  Among  her  own  household;  not  a  servant 
was  married  without  having  a  house  furnished  by  her 
royal  highness ;  so  that  the  estate  and  vicinity  abounded 
with  cottages  tenanted  by  persons  who  had  been  do- 
mestics of  the  mansion-house.  The  Duchess  also  found- 
ed two  benefit  societies,  for  the  encouragement  of  in- 
dustrious labourers ;  one  at  Weybridge,  and  the  other 
at  Walton-upon-Thames,  both  of  which  she  not  only 
liberally  endowed  at  the  outset,  but  unceasingly  watch- 
ed their  progress  and  fostered  their  interests. 

Besides  this,  she  had  a  long  list  of  infirm  pensioners, 
of  both  sexes,  in  London,  who  received  regular  allow- 
ances, some  five,  others  ten,  and  some  even  twenty 
pounds  a  year.  The  catalogue  of  public  charities 
exhibited  also  ample  testimony  of  her  zeal  to  further 
objects  of  benevolence,  and  of  the  concern  which  she 
took  in  every  thing  calculated  to  promote  the  happi- 
ness, or  to  alleviate  the  sufferings,  of  her  fellow- 
creatures.  In  fact,  this  illustrious  princess  never  turned 
away  her  ear  from  the  prayer  of  want,  or  the  complaint 
of  misery.  On  the  contrary,  she  had  a  hand  as  open 
as  day  to  melting  charity ;  ao  that  it  might  be  truly 
said,  the  blessing  of  the  poor  and  needy  was  upon  her 
in  life,  and«that  their  tears  followed  her  to  the  grave. 
Nor  let  it  be  forgotten,  that  in  all  these  exercises 
of  humanity,  the  Duchess  met  with  the  full  and  cheer- 
ful concurrence  of  her  royal  consort ;  who  was  pleased, 
at  her  demise,  to  direct  that  all  her  charities  should  be 
regularly  continued. 

But  it  was  not  the  hnman  race  alone  that  expe-* 
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riencod  the  gx>odness  of  thts  aAiiable  lady ;  her  benefi- 
cence extended  to  the  whole  animal  creation.  Ereir 
the  rooks^  when  driven  from  the  neighbonrlng  fields, 
found  protection  on  the  royal  demeisne,  Where  they 
soon  established  an  extensive  colony. 

On  this  amiable  trait  in  the  character  of  the  Dnchess; 
the  late  Lord  Erskinie,  who  frequently  visited  her,  wrote 
the  following  liAes : — 

• 

At  Oatlandsy  where  the  buoyant  air 
Vast  crowds  of  rooks  can  scarcely  bear. 
What  verdure  paints  retoming  Spring ! 
Whatciops  suirounding  harvests  bring  I 
Yet  swarms  on  every  tree  are  found, 
Nor  hear  the  fowler's  dreaded  sound. 
And  when  the  kite's  resistless  blow 
Dashes  their  scattered  nests  below, 
Alarm'd  they  quit  the  distant  field, 
To  seek  the  park's  indulgent  shield ; 
Where,  close  in  the  o'enfaadowing  wood, 
Utey  build  new  cradles  for  their  brood, 
Secure — their  fair  protectress  nigh, 
Whose  bosom  swells  with  sympathy. 

To  the  canine  species  the  Duchess  was  remarkably 
attached ;  and  it  was  no  uncommon  things  to  see  her 
in  the  park  surrounded  by  thirty  or  forty  of  these 
sinimals  of  various  sorts,  as  English  lapdogs,  Dutch 
piigs,  and  French  barbettes.  Theli  respective  litters 
were  taken  great  care  of,  and  the  young  ones  not  un- 
frequently  boarded  out,  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  cottagers.  Nor  was  this  tenderness  confined  to 
them  while  living,  for  a  cemetery  was  actually  formed 
in  the  paik  to  receive  their  remains. 

Among  the  other  amusements  of  the  Ducheds,  ^r- 
dening  constituted  one  of  the  most  favouritfe ;  and  she 
also  took  great  delight  in  collecting  shells,  with  which 
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she  formed  one  of  the  finest  grottoes  ever  seen  in  this 
kingdom^  expending  thereon^  it  is  said,  near  twelve 
thousand  pounds. 

Some  time  before  her  death,  the  Duchess  expressed 
a  particular  desire  that  her  remains  shotlld  be  depo- 
sited, not  in  the  royal  mausoleum  at  Windsor,  but  in  a 
small  vault  which  was  prepared  by  her  own  orders  in 
the  parish  church  of  Weybridge.  The  Duke,  when 
consulted  upon  the  subject  of  the  funeral,  at  oncfe 
determined  that  the  wish  of  his  lamented  consort 
should  be  complied  with ;  and  directions  were  accord*- 
ingly  given  that  the  obsequies  should  be  performed 
as  she  had  requested,  and  that  with  as  little  ostentation 
as  possible. 

The  vault  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  church,  inune- 
diately  under  the  pew  that  was  commonly  occupied  by 
the  domestics  of  Oatlands.  The  entrance  is  on  tlie 
outside  of  the  church,  so  that  the  body  was  in  the  first 
instance  to  be  deposited  in  the  aisle  of  the  sacred 
edifice ;  and,  after  the  first  part  of  the  service,  to  be 
conveyed  outside  to  the  place  of  interment.  For  the 
convenience  of  those  who  took. part  in  the  procession, 
a  boarded  platform  was  laid  from  the  church  porch  to 
the  entrance  of  the  vault.  This  was  about  eight  feet 
wide,  and  bounded  on  each  side  by  a  rail  covered  with 
black  cloth.  Immediately  over  the  vault,  and  extend- 
ing about  twenty  feet  from  the  church  wall,  was  a 
covered  way,  which  was  also  hung  with  black. 

Adjoining  the  royal  vault  is  another,  wherein  lie 
the  remains  of  the  former  wife  of  Colonel  Bunbury,  and 
two  of  her  relatives.  This  lady,  who  had  occupied  a 
house  just  outside  the  park  at  Oatlands,  was  a  most 
intimate  and  dear  friend  of  tiie  Duchess  of  York ;  and 
it  was  settled  between  them,  that  their  mortal  relics 
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should  lie  w  near  each  other  as  pos9ib}e^  in  teatUnony 
of  the  perfect  amity  that  had  owiented  their  hearts  for 
many  years. 

On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the  rpyal  body  was  plai^ 
in  a  wooden  cq^,  whidi,  op  Wodxiesdayj  w$|s  enoloi^ed 
in  one  of  lead.  Qn  Saturday,  the  ISi^  of  4^agp^,  the 
state  coffin  arrived  at  Oatlands,  from  I^ondQii,  u^  a 
hearse  and  fi>ur.  It  was  cqveied  with  criiiispn  velvet ; 
and  the  plate  bore  this  inscription : — 

DEPOSITUM 

•      ILLUSTRI9SIM£    PRIKCIPISS£ 

FREDERICK    CHARLOTTA    ULRICA    CATHAB^NA, 

CONSORTIS    ILLUSTRISSIMI    PRINCIPIS 

FREDERICI    D£    BRUNSWICK    LUNEK BURGH, 

DUCIS    EBORACi    ET    ALBANIA, 

PRATRIS    AU6USTISSIMI,    ET    P0TENTIS8IMI    MONARCHIJE 

GEORGII   QVARTI 

DEI    GRATIA    BRITANXIARUM 

REGIS    FIDEI    DEFEM80RIBUS : 

OBIIT 

VX    DIE    AUGUSTI,    A  WO    DOM  IK  I 

MDCCCXX, 

JfiTATIS    SUA 

lb 

LIV, 

m 

On  the  13th,  after  morning  seiTic?>  p^fnons  wf^ie 
admitted  to  view  the  body  lying  in  state.  JDayligkt 
was  exchided,  and  the  dim  rays  ^f  a  km  waac  tapera^ 
placed  in  silver  sconces,  ftiatly  illumined  the  ^oomy 
scene. 

The  foot  of  the  outside  coffin  only  was  visibki,  th9 
greater  part  bmng  enshrouded  in  a  blaok  velvet  pidl. 
Qn  the  breast,  resting  on  a  velvet  cushion,  was  plaeed 
the  coronet ;  and  on  each  side,  as  w^  m  oa  the  walto 
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of  the  apartment,  weM  dHsplayed  the  ariBorial  bearings 
of  the  royal  faniUy.  At  the  head  of  the  coffin  was 
fixed  a  satin  escntcheon,  containhig  the  quarteringa 
of  the  coyal  honses  of  Great  Britain  and  Prussia ;  and 
a  still  greater  degree  of  splendour  was  thrown  upon 
the  state  room,  from  six  large  wax  candies  which 
bamed  on  each  side  of  the  coifin. 

The  formation  of  the  dimng-room  of  the  late  Dnchess 
was  npon  a  new  and  improved  arrangement,  and  the 
roof  being  gathered  np,  so  as  to  form  a  tent,  added 
considerably  to  the  monmfnl  effect.  The  fire  ladies 
who  attended  dnring  the  view  of  the  pnblic,  and  who 
felieved  each  other,  were  Lady  Anne  CnHing  Smith, 
Mrs.  Kendall,  Mrs.  Sylvester,  Mrs.  Thorley,  and  Miss 
Downard. 

It  was  at  first  arranged,  that  the  gates  of  the  park 
should  be  closed  at  four  o'clock,  and  that  no  person 
should  be  admitted  ont  of  moitraing:  as  this  rule, 
however,  could  not  be  traced  to  any  authentic  source, 
and  numb^s  came  in  colours/  tfte  sleward  gave  orders 
for  the  gates  to  be  opened  to  those  who  presented 
themselves;  saying,  he  was  sure  it  was  the  Duke's 
wish  that  aU  ranks  should  be  permitted  to  pay  the  last 
token  of  respect  to  the  defMrted  Ditehess ;  and,  in 
consequence,  erery  desefiption  of  persons  obtained 
admission  till  half-past  five. 

This  solemn  ceremony  was  repeated  the  next  day ; 
but  it  was  found  im]Nracticable  to  throw  the  doors 
open  to  the  public  aiter  one  o'clock,  as  there  were 
upwards  of  one  hundred  horses  to  arrange  for  the  pro- 
cession; and  those  only  who  came  to  attend  the  fiineral, 
with  a  few  others,  were  adaoitted  to  witness  the  most 
aifcetinf  scene  of  aB,«-*that  of  the  DAe  seated  at  the 
head  of  the  coflhi  during  the  whole  of  the  last  hour. 
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The  crowd  which  assembled  to  witness  this  soleni' 
nity,  was  immense ; .  not  only  from  the  adjacent  vil- 
lages, but  from  London ;  yet,  by  the  precautions  that 
were  adopted,  the  utmost  order  was  observed,  and  no 
accidents  happened. 

The  schools  of  girls  and  boys,  supported  by  her 
royal  highness,  the  former  consisting  of  twenty-two, 
and  the  latter  of  fourteen,  all  of  whom  appeared  in 
deep  mourning,  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  Duke, 
(except  two  who  wore  the  uniform  of  Christ's  Hospital, 
to  which  the  Duchess  had  gained  their  admission,)  were 
also  permitted  to  view  the  awful  spectacle  of  their 
benefactress  lying  in  state ;  with  which  they  appeared 
deeply  affected. 

As  the  hour  of  the  funeral  approached,  the  company 
began  to  arrive ;  and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  accom- 
panied by  Colonel  Stevenson,  alighted  at  Oatlands  at 
a  quarter  past  one  from  London,  and  Prince  Leopold 
a  few  minutes  after  from  Claremont.  The  Duke  of 
Sussex,  accompanied  by  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  came 
at  twenty  minutes  before  two  from  Kensington ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  followed  soon  after  from  St. 
James's. 

At  three  o'clock  the  Duke  of  York  rose  from  sitting 
in  state,  and  the  arrangements  were  inmiediately  made 
for  the  procession  to  move  in  the  following  order: — 

Four  Mutes  on  horseback. 
The  twenty-two  Girls  and  fourteen  Boys,  two  and  two,  headed 

by  their 
Mistress  and  Master. 
The  Duke  of  York's  State  Carriage,   drawn  by  six   beautiful 
greys,  decorated  with  black  plumes,  and  new  black  velvet  dothv 
bordered  with  fringe ;  the  hammer  cloth  of  black;  the  coscb- 
man,  postilion,  and  grooms  to  each  horse^  all  in  deep  mouni- 
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iog.  Thb  carriage  contamed  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  carrying  her 
late  royal  highne88*s  coronet  on  a  crimson  velvet  cushion,  sup- 
ported by  Colonels  Berkeley  and  Armstrong. 

The  Hearse,  with  the  VMgtiM,  WMBy»  covered  with  a  superb  Pall, 
drawn  by  the  Duchess's  six  iron  greys,  with  black  harness,  and 
ornamented  with  black  plumes,  black  rosettes  on  their  manes, 
and  each  horse  covered  with  a  new  velvet  cloth,  on  which  were 
the  coronet  and  royal  arms;  a  groom  to  each  horse;  and  the 
hearse  driven  by  the  Duchess*s  own  coacliman,  in  deep  mourn- 
ing; on  each  side  of  the  hearse  were  the  royal  arms,  and  at  the 
back  the  arms  and  initials  of  her  royal  highness;  the  bottom  of 
the  velvet  covering  being  ornamented  with  fringe,  as  also  was 
the  velvet  hammer  cloth. 

The  carriages,  containing  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the 
other  monmcrs,  then  succeeded  in  the  following  order : — 

The  First  Carriage. 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  chief  mourner,* 

accompanied  by 
His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Leopold,  and  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
as  Executors  to  the  late  Duchess. 

Second  Carriage.  Fourth  Carriage. 

Their  Royal  Highnesses:  Lady  A.  C.  Smith, 

The  Duke  of  Clarence,  Marchioness  of  Worcester, 

The  Duke  of  Sussex,  and  Miss  Fitzroy,  and 

The  Duke  of  Cambridge.  Miss  C.  Smith. 

Third  Carriage.  Fifth  Carriage. 

Pall  Bearers :  Marquis  of  Worcester, 

Sir  H.  Torrens,  Lord  Alvanley, 

Sir  H.  Calvert,  Right  Hon.  Sir  B.  BloomEeld, 

Sir  W.  Gordon,  Hon.  Colonel  Stanhope,  and 

Sir  H.  Taylor.  Colonel  Cook. 

The  remaining  nine  carriages  were  filled  with  the  medical 
attendants,  and  other  members  of  the  royal  establishments. 
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The  Dnka  of  Yoric,  on  coming  ont  of  llio  maasiaB- 
house,  burst  into  tears;  and  the  whole  of  the  royal 
Dukes,  Prince  Leopold,  the  moomers,  and  eren  Ao 
spectators,  were  mnch  affected.  The  procession  mored 
as  slow  as  the  spirit  of  the  hwses  conld  permit;  and 
the  tolling  of  the  bells  of  the  neighbouring  paiisit 
churches,  added  much  to.  the  solemnity  of  the  soene. 
A  great  number  of  persona  were  admitted  into  die 
park  as  spectators.  The  streets  of  Weybridge  were 
thronged,  and  eyen  scaffoldings  had*  been  erected  to 
be  let  out  as  seats.  The  excellent  plan  of  the  tem* 
porary  platfonn  in  the  church-yard,  leading  to  tlie 
vault,  afforded  to  many  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the 
procession  without  interruption ;  and  the  greatest  order 
and  regularity  every  where  prevailed,  through  the 
management  of  the  police. 

The  Duke  of  York,  his  royal  relatives,  and  a  few 
others,  sat  in  the  late  Duchess's  pew  on  the  south 
side  of  the  gallery,  which  was  covered  with  black 
cloth,  as  well  as  the  pulpit  and  desk;  and  on  the 
opposite  side  were  her  late  royal  highnesses  weeping 
dependants. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  remains  of  her  royal  high* 
hess  at  the  church,  they  were  received  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
-  Haultain  the  rector,  and  Sir  George  NayliMr,  Cloren* 
cieux,  king  at  arms,  acting  as  garter,  wearing  his  hat- 
band, and  bearing  bis  baton. 

A  procession  was  then  made  into  the  church,  and 
the  royal  Dakes,  and  the  other  persons  composing  the 
procession,  were  conducted  to  their  places* 

The  coiBn  was  placed  upon  tressels  near  the  altar, 
and  the  first  part  of  the  service  was  read  by  the  rector. 
The  royal  remains  were  then  carried  from  the  cfanrch 
in  the  same  order  of  proceorion  to  the  vault,  wbei«. 
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the  bnrial  office  being  concluded^  and  the  coffin  depo- 
sited. Sir  George  Naylor  proclaimed  her  royal  high- 
t  ness's  style  and  title  as  follows : — 

''Thus  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  ont 
of  this  transitory  life,  unto  his  divine  mercy,  the  late 
Most  ninstrioiis  Princess  Frederica  Charlotte  Ulrica 
Catherina,  Consort  of  the  Most  High,  Most  Mighty, 
and  Most  Dlostrious  Prince  Frederick,  Duke  of  York 
and  Albany,  next  brother  to  His  Most  Excellent  Ma- 
jesty George  the  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  iUng, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  whom  God  bless  and  preserve 
wilh  long  life,  health,  an4  hoponr,  and  all  worldly 
happiness/' 
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CHAP.  XVII. 


•   I 


A.  D.  1B20  TO  1824. 

While  the  metropolis  was  in  the  highest  state  of  ex- 
citement owing  to  the  inquiry  then  going  on  respectin|^ 
the  conduct  of  the  Queen^  an  alarm  arose  of  anoAer 
nature^  occasioned  by  a  mutinous  spirit  among  the 
military.  The  appearance  of  this  disaffection,  in  a 
quarter  so  momentous,  struck  a  panic  into  the  boarts 
of  the  loyal  part  of  the  community ;  and  made  them 
apprehensive  that  something  of  a  political  charftcter 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  insubordination.  Fortu- 
nately, however,  these  fears  proved  imaginary,  and 
were  quickly  dispersed.  The  first  battalion  o(  the 
Third  Guards,  having  ior  a  considerable  time  eojoyed 
the  advantage  of  being  on  billet,  grew  impatient  wheti 
transferred  to  the  new  barracks  in  the  King's  Mews. 

At  first  they  complained  of  the  restrictions  to  which 
they  were  subjected,  next  of  the  inadequacy  ef  thsir 
pay,  and  afterwards  of  the  hardship  of  their  duty. 
These  murmurings  went  on  till  the  evening  of  the  16th 
of  June,  when  an  open  revolt  of  the  battalion  drew 
crowds  of  the  idle  rabble  round  the  gates,  to  dispeae 
whom  the  Horse  Guairds  were  called  out ;  after  wfaifih 
external  quietness  was  restored,  though  the  banadcB 
within  still  exhibited  great  conftision.     In  the  mean 


MEMOIR  OP  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK.      50$ 

time^  the  commander-in-chief  isat  in  his  office,  and  gave 
orders  for  the  march  of  the  whole  division  to  Ports- 
mouth; and  so  well  was  the  business  arranged,  that 
the  soldiers  resisted  all  attempts  made  by  the  mob  to 
inflame  their  passions,  and  proceeded  to  the  place  of 
destination  with  the  utmost  order  and  submission. 

On  the  breaking  up  of  parliament  at  the  beginning 
of  November,  after  the  strange  abandonment  of  the 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties  against  the  Queen,  the  Duke 
of  York,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  took 
an  excursion  along  the  eastern  coast  of  the  kingdom, 
to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  shooting,  for  which  sport  both 
had  a  strong  predilection.  In  the  course  of  this  pro- 
gress they  visited  Norwich,  where  the  corporation 
entertained  them  splendidly,  and  conferred  on  the  two 
illustrious  guests  the  freedom  of  the  city. 

Among  the  parliamentary  proceedings  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  one  of  the  principal  was  the  introduction  of 
a  bill  into  the  House  of  Commons  to  remove  the  civil 
and  political  disabilities  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  This 
measure  being  carried,  on  the  third  reading,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  nineteen,  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  where'  it^ 
underwent  a  severe  contest^  and  was  finally  rejected  on 
ihe  17th  of  April,  by  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  votes 
against  one  hundred  and  twenty.  In  the  course  of  this 
debate^  the  Duke  of  York  rose,  and  said,  that  he  was 
once  compelled,  firom  filial  affection  and  duty,  to  omK>se 
a  similar  bill;  but  that  the  more  he  had  since  con- 
sidered the  subject,  the  more  strongly  was  he  con- 
vinced of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  supporting 
that  established  church  and  constituti<m  which  had 
placed  his  Majesty's  family  on  the  throne  <rf*  these 
realms.  His  royal  highness  concluded  a  short  speech^ 
with  assuring  their  lordships  that  he  was  no  friend  to 

3s 


506  MBMOIR   OP   THE   DUKE  OF   YORK. 

intolerance ;  but  diat,  so  far  to  the  contrary,  he  wished 
every  person  to  enjoy  the  free  and  fall  exercise  of  his 
religious  opinions  and  worship,  as  long  as  the  same 
were  not  dangerous  to  the  public  welfare.  On  these 
grounds  he  shonld  oppose  the  bill.  - 

At  the  Coronation,  which  took  place  on  the  19ih  of 
July,  the  manner  in  which  the  Duke  of  York  knelt 
before  the  King,  and  the  afiection  with  wUch  his 
Majesty  leaned  forward  and  embraced  him,  filled  eyery 
eye  in  the  august  assembly  with  the  glistening  drop 
of  sympathetic  joy  and  admiration. 

During  the  visit  of  the  King  to  Ireland,  the  Dake 
remained  in  London,  that,  in  case  of  any  nnpleasaat 
ocGurvmces,  he  might  be  at  hand  to  repress  disorder. 
As  it  happened,  the  measure  was  most  judicioos ;  for 
the  unexpected  death  of  the  Queen,  and  the  riotous 
spirit  of  the  populace,  on  the  removal  of  the  royal 
corpse  to  the  sea-side  for  embarkation,  r^idered  the 
utmost  vigilance  necessary  to  prevent  mischief.  That 
some  accidents  occurred,  wus  no  more  than  ndght  have 
been  anticipated  xmder  snch  circumstances ;  but  thAt 
more  disorder  did  not  prevail,  may,  in  the  main,  be 
justly  attributed  to  the  disciplined  state  of  the 
and  tbek  meritorious  forbearance  amidst  the 
by  which  tbey  were  impeded  in  the  discharge  of  Aeir 
duty,  and  the  atrocious  outrages  committed  upon  them 
by  the  lawless  populace. 

As  the  Queen  had  expressed  her  desire  to  be  buried 
at  Brunswick,  orders  were  issued  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  body  from  Brandenbucgh-House  to  Harwich,  on 
the  14tii  of  August.  This  arrangement  did  not  prove 
agreeabifi  to  some  of  her  ladies,  and  a  correspondence 
ensned  between  them  and  Ae  under  secretary  of  state, 
on  the  suhgect,  bat  the  remonstrances  were  fruitless : 
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and  then  the  letters  were  published,  doubtless  for  the 
purpose  of  infle,ming  the  public  mind  againisit  govern- 
nent.  When  the  day  of  removal  arrived^  parties  of 
soldiers  were  stationed  along  the  Kne  of  ro$^d,  to  l^eep 
order;  but  this  only  served  to  irritate  the  sovereign 
majesty  of  the  people,  and  a  contesft  ensued  about  the 
route  that  the  cavalcade  ought  to  pursue;  the  com- 
missioned authority  having  directed,  that  the  pro- 
cession should  tfike  the  new  road  by  Paddingto^, 
while  the  populace  insisted  upon  its  passing  through 
the  CSty. 

Both  sides  were  firm, — the  military  in  obedience  to 
their  superiors,  and  the  mob  in  a  desperate  resolutiop 
to  carry  their  object;  to  further  which^  they  had 
recourse  to  various  contrivances,  such  as  blocking 
up  the  streets,  tearing  up  the  pavements  on  the  roadi 
and  throwing  down  trees,  tq  prevent  horses  and  car- 
riages from  passing  along.  After  encountering  ap^ 
clearing  many  of  these  obstacles,  the  funeral  traiu 
passed  through  Hyde  Park,  and  reached  Cumberland 
Gate,  where  the  soldiers  were  assailed  with  stones 
and  missiles  of  all  kinds,  tp  such  a  degree  that  the 
riders  eould  scarcely  sit  on  their  hprses.  Thus  cir- 
cumstanced, a  contest  became  unavoidable,  and  one 
man  was  killed.  At  length  the  procession  came  tp 
Tottenham-court  Road,  and  here  the  n^ob  gained  the 
victory,  by  having  previously  choaked  up  the  carriage 
way  with  waggons,  carts,  find  other  obstructions,  ip 
such  a  manner  that  the  cavalcade  was  obliged  to  take 
another  direction^  and  to  pass  down  Drury  Lane  into  the 
City,  when  the  lord-mayor  and  city  officers  hcAded  the 
whole,  and  no  further  casualty  was  experienced.  In  the 
midst  of  this  perturbed  state  of  the  metropolis,  the 
Duke  of  York  continued  steady  at  his  post,  but  pru- 
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dtotly  without  appearing  prominent  in  snppresMig 
commotions^  which  he  rightly  judged  would  die  away 
with  the  occasion  from  whence  they  emanated*  By 
this  conduct  the  public  safety  was  effectually  seciifed> 
and  tranquillity  was  soon  restored ;  so  that  by  tfie 
time  his  Majesty  returned  from  Ireland,  the  popidaee> 
instead  of  breaking  out  into  fresh  acts  of  vkieaee^ 
haSed  his  arrival  at  Carlton-house  on  the  16th  of 
September  with  joyful  acclamations; 

After  resting  about  a  week,  the  King  set  out  for 
his  Oennan  dominions,  where  no  sovereign  had  been 
seen  for  near  seventy  years.  On  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember, his  Majesty  embarked  at  Ramsgate,  for 
Calais;  but  when  the  royal  yacht  arrived  off  that 
harbour,  it  blew  very  hard,  with  such  a  heavy  sea 
running,  that  the  waves  struck  the  vessel  on  the 
weather-side,  and  dashed  furiously  over  the  quarter 
deck.  It  was  concluded,  that  as  the  bai^  had  not 
arrived,  and  no  means  of  insuring  a  safe  landing  were 
at  hand,  they  must  stand  out  to  sea  f6r  the  night.  Upon 
hearing  this,  the  King  asked  if  these  was  no  French 
fishing-boat  near;  and  was  told  that  there  was  one 
dancing  before  the  yacht  at  that  moment,  the  people 
in  which  very  readBy  offered  their  serViees.  Sir 
Edmund  Nagle,  and  Sir  Cliarles  Paget,  both  eKpe^ 
rienced  naval  officers,  wished  to  deter  his  Majesty 
from  going;  but  he  called  to  tiie  fishermen  in  their 
own  language,  and  asked  them  if  they  could  carry 
him  safe  ashore.  They  affirmed  very  readily  that 
they  could,  upon  which,  the  King,  turning  with  a 
smile  to  his  nautical  attendants,  said,  **  Ck>me,  come^ 
I  am  quite  sure  you  don't  mind  a  ducking;"  and 
instantly  went  down  the  side;  they  following  of 
course.     The   boat    having   got   entangled  m    some 
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topes  which  were  adrift,  shipped  a  sea,  which  com- 
pletely washed  the  whole  company.  Sir  Charles 
PUget,  alarmed  for  the  King,  was  about  to  seise  the 
helm,  when  his  Majesty,  touching  his  shoiilder,  said> 
'^Be  qtnet,  my  good  friend,  leave  the  Frenchmen  to 
manage  their  own  boat  in  their  own  way,  and  I'll  be 
boond  for  them  they  will  land  us  safa''  This  they 
accordingly  did,  but  not  without  striking  three  times 
on  the  bar,  with  such  violence  that  they  were  very 
near  being  all  swamped. 

.  It  merits  relation  here,  that  his  Majesty  had  before 
evinced  similar  fortitude  and  presence  of  mind  in 
laos  return  from  Ireland.  When  the  yacht  was  endea* 
vonring  to  double  the  Land's  End,  the  wind  blew 
very  hard,  and  seemed  to  threaten  the  setting  in  of 
a  hurricane.  Sir  Charles  Paget,  upon  this,  thought 
it  his  duty  to  say,  that  he  would  not  be  answerable 
for  the  consequences  of  x>ersevering  in  attempting  to 
proceed  up  the  channel.  His  Mi^esty  in  r^ly  said, 
**  Paget,  do  nothing  but  what  is  right;  and  act 
entirely  as  you  would  do  if  I  wore  not  here.'' 
.  The  course  was  then  altered  for  Milford,  but  a 
thick  fog  came  on,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  a 
iriiip's  length ;  and  the  gale  mea&while  iiicreasing,  Sk 
Charles  again  fdt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the 
danger  in  which  he  thought  they  were.  His  Majesty 
reoeivad  the  commumcation  with  the  greatest  calm* 
ness,  and  desired  him,  as  before,  not  to  let  any 
thoughts  of  him  disturb  his  mind.  Still  the  weather 
grew  worse,  and  while  the  vessel  was  under  bare  poles, 
a  sea  struck  her  wheel,  and  unshipped  the  tiller 
ropes ;  of  which  accident.  Sir  Charles  sent  to  apprise 
his  Majesty,  who  said,  **  TcU  Paget  this,— that  I  am 
quite  satisfied  in  having  as  skilful  officers,  and  as 
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active  a  orew,  as  Butope  can  produce ;  for  tlia  rest  we 
mast  rely  upon  Providence.*' 

In  both'  cases,  the  steady  courage  of  the  Monai^li 
was  rewarded  with  success,  and  no  accideat  occnned 
to  create  distress.  From  Calais  the  King  proceeded 
through  Flanders,  with  all  despatch,  to  his  Haneverian 
dominions,  which  he  entered  on  the  8ih  of  Ootober, 
and  continued  there  till  the  30th,  when  he  set  out  on 
his  return  to  England. 

At  Rotkenkirchen  his  Majesty  was  waited  upoK 
by  a  deputation  of  the  miners  of  the  Harte  forest. 
These  deputies,  on  their  introduction,  begged  permissien 
to  present  their  Sovereign  with  a  goblet,  out  of  whiidi, 
they  said,  George  the  Second,  and  also  George  the 
Third,  had  condescended  to  drink ;  the  former  in  Hano* 
ver,  and  the  latter  in  England.  The  King  immediately 
remembered  the  circumstance  respecting  his  father, 
and  that,  when  be  was  himself  a  boy*  a  deputation 
of  the  miners  came  over  to  wait  on  the  Uing^  who 
drank  out  of  the  goblet.  At  the  present  time,  three 
of  the  miners,  who  had  been  in  England  on  that  occar 
aion»  were  brought  forward  to  his  Majesty ;  who  said, 
good  humouredly,  "  Do  you  still  frequentiy  sing  the 
song  which  you  sung  at  Windsor,  Oesterm  Abn^ 
dwar  Vetter  Michael  da  ?"  As  this  song  is  a  piOi- 
vincial  one  in  the  Hartz,  it  may  easUy  be  imafiaed 
bow  pleased  the  honest  miners  were  with  the  umA 
of  recognition. 

On  the  10th  of  August  in  the  following  year*  bis 
Majesty  made  another  progress ;  embarking  at  Green- 
wich for  Scotiand,  where  he  continued  near  three 
weeks,  and  diffused  general  joy  among  the  loyal  inhar 
bitants,  who  had  never  seen  among  them  a  sovereign 
since  the  Revolution.    At  Edinburgh,  while  the  King 
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was  thus  employed  in  imparting  and  receiving  plea- 
sure in  different  parts  of  his  dominions,  the  Dnke  of 
York  was  no  less  assiduous  in  the  improrement  of 
the  military  service.  The  result  of  his  labours  shortly 
after  appeared  in  the  establishment  of  one  uniform 
system  of  field  exercise  and  moyement  throughout 
the  army.  The  new  regulation  began  with  the  Cold- 
stream  Guards/  and  embraced  generally  the  move- 
ments and  formations  of  the  Light  Infantry  attached 
to  respective  regiments.  The  manoeuvres  being  found 
to  equal,  or  rather  surpass,  expectation  in  simplicity 
and  oderity,  a  geneial  order  was  issued  for  the  univer- 
sal adoption  of  the  new  method,  and  all  commanding 
officers  were  held  responsible  for  the  due  and  accurate 
performance  of  the  same* 

Anotiier  conoem,  upon  which  the  commander-in-chief 
was  much  occupied  for  the  benefit  of  the  army  at  this 
period,  was  that  of  digesting  a  plan  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  particular  services.  Having  com- 
pleted the  sdieme,  his  royal  highness  submitted  it  to 
his  Msgesty,  who  gave  his  sanction  to  ibe  measure ; 
and  issued  directions  for  the  institution  of  a  National 
fililitary  Record,  to  be  prepared  by  the  inspector  of 
VBgimental  colours,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
adjutant-general.  This  register  comprises  the  fol- 
lowmg  particulars : — ^1.  An  account  of  all  the  battles 
or  actions  in  which  the  troops  have  been,  or  may  be, 
engaged.  2.  Paintings  of  the  colours  and  trophies 
captured  in  the  several  engagements.  3.  The  names 
of  the  officers  killed  or  wounded  in  each  action.  4.  The 
names  of  those  officers  who,  in  consideration  of  their 
gallant  services  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  said 
engagements,  either  have  been,  or  may  be,  distinguished 
and  rewarded  with  titles,  medals,  or  other  marks  of  his 
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Majesty's  gracious  favour ;  together  with  the  names  of 
all  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  as  may 
have  especially  signalized  themselves.  .5.  A  list  of  the 
corps  engaged  in  each  action,  together  with  paintings 
of  such  badges  and  distinctions  as  his  Majesty  may 
have  been  graciously  pleased  to  authorize  to  be  borne 
on  their  standards,  colours,  and  appointment^,  in  com- 
memoration of  their  distinguished  conduct  and  signal 
intrepidity. 

But  the  attention  of  the  Duke  of  York  was  not  con- 
fined to  his  professional  pursuits,  and  to  the  important 
department  of  which  he  had  the  managem^t.  At  the 
anniversary  meeting,  this  year,  of  that  benevolent  esta- 
blishment the  Literary  Fund,  for  the.relief  of  distressed 
authors  and  their  families,  his.  royal  highness  took  the 
chair,  and,  after  a  warm  eulogium  upon  the  excdience 
of  the  institution,  he  followed  up  the  recommendation 
by  a  subscription  of  fifty  pounds. 

About  this  time  a  literary  and  scientific  estaUish- 
ment  being  founded  at  Bath,  pursuant  to  the  will  of . 
Sir  John  Ck>x  Hippisley,  the  trustees,  at  the  head  of 
whom  was  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  requested  the 
Duke  of  York  to  accept  the  office  of  patron*  His  royal 
highness  very  readily  complied,  and  at  the  same  time 
intimated  his  intention,  when  further .  acquainted  with 
the  views  and  objects  of  the  establmhment,  to  inatituta 
an  annual  premium,  to'be  appropriated  at  the  daieoUon 
of  the  managers. 
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CHAP.  XVHI. 


A.  D.  1825. 

WH  Ate  now  t&mt  to  one  of  the  hkst^  but  most  iBienst- 
mg  Gitcimutanees  te  the  public  life  of  the  illttstriotis 
svbjeet  of  tMs  memoir. 

On  the  SCh  of  Febraafy  1885,  the*  King  opened  par^ 
liament  with  a  speech,  in  which  he  tedc  a  brief  view 
of  the  slate  of  Irriand,  where,  lie  said,  oonibinationff 
existed  whose  proceedings  were  -not  oidy  inrecon- 
citable  with  the  constitation,  bat  calculated,  by  ex- 
cithsg  alarm  md  exasperating  animosittos,  to  endangef 
the  peace  df  sodety,  and  to  lelatd  the  conrse  of 
natioaal  improvement; 

fn  oomfequeoce  of  Ais  rqptfeeentatioii,  a  bill  was 
bvragfat  teto  the  Honse  of  C!ommons  immediately,  for 
the  suppressioft  of  Ae  Catholic  Associations,  whiclr 
had  aiieady  assomed  the  most  fbrmidaMe  appearance, 
and  threatened  iiie  establlshoient  of  a  power  in  that 
country,  hostile  to,  and  independent  of,  the  Protestant 
ascendancy. 

The  measure  now  adopted  by  government,  to  put 
down  all  such  confederacies,  was  not  only  resisted 
strenuously  in  its  progress  through  both  houses,  but  it 
was  encountered  by  another  bill  brought  in  on  the 
opposite  side,  having  for  its  object  the  removal  of  the 

3t 


514  MEMOIR   OP   THE   DUKE  OP   YORK. 

whole  penal  code>  and  the  admission  of  the  Romanists, 
withoiit  any  restriction  whatever,  to  seats  in  parliament 
as  well  as  in  the  cabinet.  Though  the  proposition 
was  not  new^  it  came  now  before  the  public  with  cir- 
cumstances of  a  peculiar  character;  at  a  moment 
when  it  was  proved  on  all  hands  that  the  Irish 
Catholics  were  conspiring  to  gain  by  force  a  prepon- 
derance, which  could  not  subsist  without  subverting 
the  existing  constitution. 

A  general  alarm  was  of  course  excited  among  all 
those  Protestants  who  had  not  sacrificed  their  religious 
principles  at  the  shrine  of  policy^  Numerous  petitions 
were  poured  into  both  Houses  from  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  praying  for  the  continuance  of  the 
ancient  barriers  of  church  and  state,  against  the 
encroachments  of  a  party  rootedly  inimical  to  the 
established  religion  of  these  realms. 
.  Among  the  rest,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windsor 
deemed  it  expedient  to  address  the  lojrds  upon  an  occa- 
sion which  they  conceived  to  be  of  vital  importance  to 
the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  rights  of  the  nation.  Hav- 
ing framed  their  petition,  the  venerable  body  requested 
the  Duke  of  York  to  present  it,  who  the  more  readily 
assented,  as  the  object  and  sentiments  coincided  with 
his  own  in  every  respect.  Accordingly,  on  the  25th 
of  April,  his  royal  highness  appeared  in  his  place,  and, 
rising,  thus  addressed  the  assembly : — 

'^My  Lords, — I  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition  from  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Greoige, 
Windsor,  praying  that  no  further  concession  may  be 
made  to  the  Roman  Catholics.  I  am  sure  that  any 
representation  from  so  learned  and  respectable  a  body 
will  be  received  with  the  attention  it  deserves ;  and. 
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theiefi^re^  I  should  not  have  troubled  your  lordships 
with  any  observations  in  support  of  it^  if  I  did  not  feel 
that  this  was  an  occasion  on  which  any  man  may  well 
be  permitted  to  address  your  lordships.    I  do  this  more 
readily  on  the  present  occasion^  because^  feeling  that  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  part  in  your  discussions, 
I  will  not  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  debate  on  the 
bill-to  which  the  petitioners  refer,  if  it  should  come  into 
this  house.    It  is  now  twenty-five  years  since  this 
measure  was  first  brought  into  discussion.    I  cannot 
forget  with  what  events  the  discussion  was  at  that 
time  connected.      It  was  connected  with   the  most 
serious  illness  of  one  now  no  more ;  it  was  connected 
also  with  the  temporary  removal  of  one  of  the  ablest, 
wisest,  and  honestest  ministers  that  this  country  ever 
had.    From  that  time,  when  I  gave  my  first  vote  on 
this  question,  to  the  present,  I  have  never  seen  any 
reason  to  regret  or  to  change  the  line  which  I  then 
took.    I  have  every  year  seen  more  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied with  my  decision.     When  the  question  comes 
regularly  before  your  lordships,  it  will  be  discussed 
much  more  fally  and  ably  than  I  can  do  it :  but  there 
are  two  or  three  subjects  on  which  I  am  anxious  to 
touch ;  one  is,  that  you  place  the  church  of  £ngland  in 
a  situation  in  which  no  other  Church  in  the  world  is 
placed ;  the  Roman  Catholic  will  not  allow  the  Church 
of  England  or  parliament  to  interfere  with  his  Church, 
and  yet  he  requires  you  to  allow  him  to  interfere  with 
your  Church,  and  to  legislate  for  it.    There  is  another 
subject  still  more  delicate,  on  which  I  cannot,  however, 
help  saying  a  few  words.    I  si>eak  (I  beg  to  be  under- 
stood) only  as  an  individual ;  I  desire  not  to  be  under* 
stood  as  speaking  for  any  body  else :  but  consider,  my 
lords,  the  situation  in  which  you  place  the  Sovereign. 
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By  tbe  coronation  oatb,  ihe  Sovereipi  js  boood  to 
maintain  th^  diarc)i  established,  in  her  dootij&e,  dis- 
cipHine,  a»d  rights,  inviolate.  An  act  of  parlian^it 
may  release  future  sovereigns  and  other  men  firom  this 
Qatfa,  or  from  any  other  oath  to  be  taken :  bnt  can  it 
release  an  individual  who  has  already  taken  it?  I 
speak,  I  repeat  it  again,  as  an  individual;  but  I 
^itreat  the  House  to  consider  the  situation  in  which 
the  Sovereign  is  thus  placed.  I  fed  very  strongly  on 
this  wh<4e  subject ;  I  cannot  forget  the  deep  interest 
which,  was  taken  upon  it  by  one  now  no  more ;  and  the 

long  and  unhappy  illness  in  which (here  his  royal 

highness  was  sensibly  affected.)  I  have  been  brought 
up  from  my  early  years  in  these  principles ;  and  from 
'tjie  time  when  I  began  to  reason  for  myself,  I  have 
entertain^  them  from  conviction ;  and,  in  every  situa- 
tion in  which  I  may  be  placed,  I  will  maintain  thmi : 
$0  HELP  MB  God!" 

This  speech  was  heard  with  fixed  atlention,  but 
drew  forth  no  remarks  from  any  of  the  members  of  the 
House  where  it  was  delivered.  In  the  other  branch 
q[  the  senate,  less  regard  to  decorum  was  observed, 
wd  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  evinced  their 
malignity  by  torrents  of  abuse  upon  the  illustriooa 
Puke,  for  exercising  his  undoubted  privilege  as  a  peer 
pf  parliament,  to  express  his  opinion  upon  a  questi<m 
materially  affecting  his  personal  interests,  no  less  than 
the  constitutional  liberties  of  the  country.  By  the 
people  at  large,  however,  the  manly  and  patriotic  decia* 
ration  of  his  royal  highness  was  received  with  enthu- 
siasm ;  and  thousands,  who  had  never  before  considered 
the  subject,  now  became  alive  to  the  danger  which 
threatened  the  Protestant  interest.  Innumerable  copies 
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of  the  speech  vere  carcolated  all  oyer  the  kingdom ; 
and  some  weve  printed  in  letters  of  gold  on  vefltim 
and  satin,  splendidly  ornamented , 

Addresses  were  also  voted  to  tiie  Dnke  from  several 
parishes,  societies,  and  corporations.  A  petition  pre- 
sented to  the  Lords  from  the  borongh  of  Taunton,  in 
Somersetshire,  against  the  Catholic  claims,  concluded 
in  these  terms  : — 

'<  Your  petitioners  most  gratefully  admire  the  manly,  consti- 
tutional, and  decisive  declaration  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke 
of  York,  on  so  momentous  a  proposition;  and  they  most  humbly 
and  earnestly  implore  your  lordships  to  give  your  most  unqua- 
lified opposition  to  a  measure,  which  they  conceive  so  vitally  dan- 
gerous, and  so  pregnant  with  danger/' 

At  the  close  of  the  snnun^,  the  Dnke  of  York  went 
as  usual  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  highly  esteemed  friends 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Rutland,  at  their  country 
seat.  On  this  occasion,  the  corporation  of  Cambridge 
resolved  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  shewing  their 
attachment  to  the  principles  which  his  royal  highness 
had  so  nobly  advocated,  and  pledged  himself  to  sup- 
port during  his  life. 

Accordingly,  on  Friday  the  9th  of  September,  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  other  members  of  the  corporate 
body,  set  out  for  Cheveley  park,  where  they  were 
introduced  into  the  audience  chamber,  in  which  his 
royal  highness  and  a  number  of  noble  visitors  were 
already  assembled.  The  Duke  of  Rutland  then  ad-» 
dressed  his  royal  highness  as  follows : — 

Sir. — ^The  corporatbn  of  the  loyal  and  ancient  borough  of 
Cambridge,  deeply  sensible  of  the  many  private  virtues  which 
adora  the  character  of  your  royal  highness,  and  cordially  admir- 
ing the  principles  which  have  invariably  actuated  your  public 
conduct,  more  especially  upon  that  great  question  which,  in  their 
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estimation^  involves  the  best  interests  of  that  key-stone  of  our 
glorious  constitution — the  Protestant  ascendancy  in  Church  and 
State — have  unanimously  resolved  to  tender  to  your  royal  high- 
ness a  humble  and  respectful  tribute  of  their  attachment,  devo- 
tion, and  gratitude,  by  soliciting  you  to  accept  the  freedom  of 
their  ancient  borough.  Concurring  most  fully  in  the  feelings 
and  sentiments  which  have  brought  the  corporation  of  Cam- 
bridge into  the  presence  of  your  royal  highness,  I  cannot  help 
expressing  my  satisfaction  ^at  the  present  ceremony  should 
bccur  at  a  time  when  your  royal  highness  is  permitting  me  the 
honour,  and  pride,  and  gratification,  of  exercising  towards  you 
the  duties  and  attentions  of  hospitality  at  this  place.  And  it  is 
also  partictdarly  gratifying  to  me,  that,  in  virtue  of  the  honour- 
able office  which  I  hold  as  high  steward  of  the  borough  of  Cam- 
bridge; it  should  be  my  province  to  read  to  your  royal  highness 
the  following  address,  which  I  can  assure  you  has'  been  voted 
by  acclamation: — 

"To  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  FaEDERiCK,  Duke  of  York 

and  Albany",  &c. 

"  The  loyal  and  respectful  address  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  com- 
mon councilmen,  and  burgesses,  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in 
common  hall  assembled. 

"  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 

"We,  his  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  common  councilmeu,  and  burgesses,  of  the  town  of 
Cambridge,*beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  offer  to  your  royal  high- 
ness the  tribute  of  our  sincerest  thanks  for  your  firm,  patriotic, 
and  constitutional  resistance  to  Catholic  Emancipation,  evinced 
by  your  royal  highness's  speech  upon  that  subject  in  the  House 
of  Lords. 

"We,  the  corporation  of  Cambridge,  cannot  refrain  from 
embracing  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  unalterable  attach- 
ment towards  your  royal  highness's  family,  as  likewise  to  the 
principles  of  our  happy  and  glorious  constitution  as  now  esta- 
blished in  Church  and  State;  and  we  feel  a  pride  in  asserting,  that 
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this  attachment  has  never  ceased  to  characterize  our  ancient  and 
loyal  borough. 

<'  We  have  viewed  witb  increasing  alarm  the  reiterated  efforts 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  (and  their  adherents)  to  demolish  those 

« 

barriers  which  have  been  erected  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors 
against  the  encroachments  of  Papal  power ;  we  deprecate  the 
admission  of  Roman  Catholics  into  the  legislature,  because  they 
are  the  advocates  of  principles  which,  if  carried  into  full  effect, 
would  certainly  endanger,  and  probably  subvert,  the  civil  and 
religious  institutions  of  our  country.  We  therefore  again  offer 
our  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  your  royal  highness  for 
your  firm  and  patriotic-  support  of  our  Protestant  constitution, 
and  we  eariiestly  implore  a  continuance  of  the  same  watchful 
care,  the  same  zealous  exertions,  as  the  only  means,  •  under 
Divine  Providence,  whereby  the  blessings  which  this  highly 
favoured  land  has  hitherto  enjoyed,  can  be  transmitted  unim- 
paired to  future  generations. 

*'  We  beg  to  renew  the  assurance  of  our  most  cordial  and 
respectful  attachment  towards  your  royal  highness,  and,  in  tes- 
timony thereof,  to  present  you  with  the  freedom  of  our  borough, 
your  royal  highnesses  acceptance  of  which  we  most  earnestly  and 
humbly  solicit 

'^  Given  under  our  common  seal  at  Cambridge,  this  fifth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

"  Benjamin  Cotton,  Mayor.** 

His  Grace  having  read  the  address,  the  mayor  then 
said : — 

^      "  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 

"  I  have  the  honour,  as  mayor,  and  in  the  name  of  the  alder- 
men, the  common  coimcilmen,  and  the  burgesses  of  the  borough 
of  Cambridge,  most  respectfully  to  present,  and  humbly  to  solicit, 
that  your  highness  will  graciously  condescend  to  accept  a  bur- 
gess letter  under  the  common  seal,  containing  the  freedom  of 
the  corporation,  which,  in  it  hall  very  numerously  attended  during 
the  year  of  my  worthy  predecessor  in  office,  was  unanimously 
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voled  to  your  royal  higknes^.  And  I  eamesdy  request,  sir,  diat 
your  royal  highness  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  aUow  yvmr 
tltastrions  naine  to  be  registered  as  a  burgess  of  our  ancient  and 
loyal  bomogk  Permit  me,  sir,  in  concfaisioo,  to  say,  that 
pmudly  ad  this  dby  mast  be  diitittgiiished  among  the  records  of 
oar  ancient  borough,  still  prouder  will  it  be  to  myself,  who  hate 
now  the  higfc  honour  of  addressings  and  of  offering  to  your  royal 
highness  tins  token  of  our  esteem,  giatitade,  and  veneration." 

To  wbich  his  royal  highness  was  gracioasly  pleased 
to  return  the  following  answer: — 

"  Mn  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  you  my  most 
cordial  thanks  for  the  very  flattering  proof , which  you  have  given 
me  of  your  personal  regard,  as  well  as  of  your  approbation  of 
my  conduct  during  the  last  session  of  parliament,  when  the 
Catholic  question  was  brought  into  discussion,  by  wishing  to 
enrol  my  name  upon  your  book  as  a  burgess  of  your  very  ancient 
and  loyal  borough. 

*'  Brought  up,  as  I  have  ever  been  from  my  earliest  youth,  with 
the  most  sincere  attachment  and  veneration  for  our  glorious  con- 
stitution in  Church  and  State  as  by  law  established,  and  in  sup- 
port of  which  his  Majesty's  family  was  seated  upon  the  throne 
of  these  kingdoms,  I  considered  it  as  my  duty,  when  the  attempt 
was  made  to  strike,  in  my  opinion,  at  the  very  root  of  that  con- 
stitution,, to  come  forward,  and,  as  a  peer  of  this  realm,  to  avow 
openly  and  honestly  my  sentiments. 

«<Tni]y  happy  am  I  that  those  of  the  great  majority  of  this  king- 
dom are  in  unison  with  mine,  and  especially  that  of  this  ancieBi 
borough ;  and  I  beg  to  assure  you,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
that  it  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  and  gratitude  that  I 
accept  your  offer." 

.The  corporation  then  withdrew  into  the  spiaciooa 
hall,  wheve  an  elegant  and  sumptaoua  eoUalioii  was 
Iirovidad.  Daring  the  repaat^  kb  royal  htghneaa  the 
Doke  of  Yodc,  wilb  hia  neble  host  and  riaitom,  enter- 
ed tbe  ball ;  the  0ake,  accompanied  by  hw  grace  the 
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Duchess  of  Rutland^  and  his  grade  the  Duke  of  Rat- 
land,  leading  the  Marquis  of  Granby^  followed  by  his 
grace's  family  and  visitors. 

On  passing  round  the  tables,  his  royal  highness 
again  expressed  the  gratification  he  experienced  at 
receiving  this  testimony  of  attachment  from  the  very 
respectable  corporation  of  Cambridge. 

His  royid  highness  and  noble  friends  having  retired, 
the  Mayor  rose,  and  gave  the  following  toasts : — 

'  His  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York. 
His  grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland. 
'Her  grace  die  Duchess  of  Rutland. 

The  Marquis  of  Granby,  and  Prosperity  to  the  House  of  Man- 
ners. 

The  Duchess  of  Rutland,  (who  was  standing  at  the 
door  of  the  hall)  on  hearing  the  health  of  the  Marquis 
of  Granby  given,  came  forward  to  the  end  of  the  table, 
leading  the  noble  youth  in  her  hand,  and  said, 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  honour  done  myself,  but  feel  so 
deeply  affected  by  the  emotions  inspired  by  your  kindness  to 
my  dear  boy,  that  I  cannot  resist  the  impulse  of  returning  my 
best  acknowledgments  for  this  honourable  mark  of  your  esteem; 
and  in  his  name  a  delighted  mother  entreats  your  acceptance  of 
those  grateful  thanks,  which,  as  yet,  her  son  is  unable  to  offer  on 
his  own  behalf. 

This  address  from  the  fascinating  and  highly  gifLed 
lady  of  the  mansion  was  most  gratifying  to  the  depu- 
tation, who  left  Cheveley  delighted  with  the  gracious 
condescension  and  urbanity  of  the  illustrious  object  of 
their  visit,  and  charmed  by  the  kindness  of  her  grace 
the  Duchess,  and  the  ingenuous  manner  in  which  she 
expressed  her  maternal  feelings  in  behalf  of  her  child ; 
— it  was  indeed  a  day  which  could  never  be  forgotten 

3u 
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by  those  who  participated  in  the  happiness  it  pro* 
duced. 

About  the  same  time»  the  guild  of  merchants  at 
Dublin  voted  the  freedom  of  their  body,  unth  an 
address  of  thanks  to  the  Duke  of  York,  for  ids  noble 
support  of  the  Protestant  interest,  accompanying  this 
mark  of  respect  with  a  request  that  his  rojral  highness 
would  honour  the  corporation  by  sitting  for  his  por- 
trait, to  be  placed  in  their  hall. 

The  following  address  was  also  presented  to  the 
Duke,  on  the  same  occasion,  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Albrighton,  in  the  county  of  Salop : — 

Penetrated  with  admiration  of,  and  gratitude  to^  your  royal 
highness,  as  a  defender  of  our  Protestant  constitution,  we  humbly 
offer  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks. 

When,  in  furtherance  of  the  rash  experiment  to  admit  Papists 
into  power — after  the  history  of  ages  previous  to  the  glorious 
Revolution  had  proved  the  utter  impossibility  of  their  political 
participation  with  the  Protestants  in  the  government  of  these 
realm's— we  beheld  with  regret  and  dismay  the  majority  of  our 
representatives  in  parliament  treating  the  petitions  of  a  loyd 
people  with  neglect,  not  to  say  with  ridicule  and  contempt 
When  our  hearts  sunk  within  us  to  witness  the  decision,  whicht 
as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  went  to  barter  away  our  civil  and 
religious  liberties — the  manly  avowal,  and  the  resolute  determi* 
nation  of  your  royal  highness  to  maintain  inviolate  the  principles 
which  happily  placed  the  House  of  Brunswick  on  the  throne  of 
this  kingdom,  inspired  us  with  a  confidence  and  a  courage  which 
made  us  reckless  even  of  the  consequences  which  might  have 
attended  the  passing  of  the  odious  bill  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
For,  though  no  less  bound  by  duty  than  inclination  to  observe 
every  constitutional  enactment — ^to  our  gracious  Sovereign  alone, 
professing  and  protecting  the  present  establishment  in  Church 
and  State,  our  full  and  true  allegiance  is  paramount  to  e^oy 
other  consideration. 


MBMOIR  OF  THB   DUKB  OF  YORK^  5SB 

Go  On,  then^  royal  Prince,  like  your  venerated  Bire,  in  the 
fearless  discharge  of  your  duty  to  God  and  your  country.  The 
consciousness  of  having  acted  uprightly  will  yield  a  purer  satis- 
faction than  can  spring  from  any  human  applause.  Yet,  deign 
to  accept  the  well-earned  meed  of  our  gratitude  and  regard; 
with  the  assurance,  that  though  our  subordinate  rulers,  insti- 
gated by  faction,  or  misled  by  the  plausible  theories  of  modem 
liberality,  should  attempt  to  subvert  the  present  fabric  of  our 
Protestant  rights— yet,  no  lawful  sovereign  or  prince  of  your 
royal  house,  adhering  to  the  same,  shall  ever  want  our  hands 
to  defend  and  assert  the  cause  so  dear  to  our  hearts — Protestant 
ascendancy. 

The  Rev.  J.  Dale  having  forwarded  tho  above  ad- 
dress to  the  Duke  of  York  by  the  bands  of  Sir  Herbert 
Taylor,  received  the  following  answer : — 

Horse  Guards,  June  18,  1825. 
Sir, — I  have  had  the  honour  to  submit  your  letter  of  the 
16th  inst.,  and  to  present  the  accompanying  address  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Albrighton  and  its  vicinity,  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York ;  and  I  am  directed  to  request 
that  you  will  accept  for  yourself,  and  convey  to  the  other  re- 
spectable individuals  who  have  signed  the  address,  his  royal 
highness's  best  thanks  for  .it;  and  that  you  will  assure  them 
how  sensible  he  is  of  the  friendly  terms  in  which  they  have  ex- 
pressed their  approbation  of  the  line  of  conduct  he  has  felt  it 
his  duty  to  pursue  upon  the  subject  of  the  Roman  CaUiolic 
Question. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  Taylor. 

In  addition  to  these  testimonials  of  public  approba- 
tion, the  Dnke  felt  particular  gratification  in  receiving, 
on  his  return  to  town,  an  address  from  the  respectable 
society  denominated  the  Protestant  Union. 
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According  to  a  previous  appointment,  made  by  Sir 
Herbert  Taylor,  with  the  Secretaries,  on  the  14th  of 
October,  the  Deputation,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Fancourt,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mann,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sergrove, 
and  four  other  gentlemen,  waited  on  his  Royal  High- 
ness, who  received  them  with  the  most  gracious  and 
condescending  affability.  After  the  first  introduction^ 
the  Secretaries  advanced,  bearing  the  open  Address ; 
and  having  made  their  obeisance,  Mr.  .^ledes  thus  intro- 
duced the  reading  of  the  document : — 

May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 

The  Protestants  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  so  deeply  indebted 
to  your  Royal  Highness,  as  the  illustrious  defender  of  their  best 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical^ 
that  if  there  can  be  one  method  of  expressing  their  sentiments 
more  sincerely  complimentary,  or  more  respectful,  than  another, 
it  becomes  their  bounden  duty,  as  well  as  their  delight,  to  adopt 
that  method. 

Actuated  by  this  feeling,  the  Members  of  the  Protestant  Union 
have  had  the  heartfelt  gratification  of  unanimously  voting  the 
Address  which  we  hold  in  our  hands,  and  which,  by  the  gracious 
condescension  of  your  Royal  Highness,  I  am  now  permitted  to 
have  the  honour  of  reading  in  your  Royal  Highness's  presence. 

The  Address  was  then  read  as  follows : — 

To  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  Com- 
mander-in-chief, &c.  &c.  &c. 

Sir, — We,  the  undersigned  Members  of  the  Protestant  Union, 
beg  leav^  respectfully  to  approach  your  Royal  Highness  with 
sentiments  corresponding  with  the  language  in  which  we  have 
the  honour  to  address  you. 

Under  the  auspicious  and  purely  Protestant  sway  of  the  illus- 
trious Hou;^e  of  Bnii^Bwick,  our  highly-favoured  country  has  sur- 
mounted the  a98ault8  of  foreign  and  domestic  enemies^bas  sus- 


IfBMOiR  OF  THB   DUKB  OV   YORK.  525 

tained  the  fallmg  thrones  of  Europe ; — and  amidst  the  dire  events 
that  have  agitated  her  convulsed  continent,  the  Bjitish  empire, 
rising  as  the  beacon  of  the  universe,  has  attained  to  a  pitch  of 
prosperity  and  renown  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  nations. 

For  these  important  benefits,  we  feel  ourselves  imperiously 
called  upon  to  offer  our  first  and  most  grateful  acknowledgments 
lo  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events ;  who,  in  sovereign  wisdom, 
directs  the  course  of  nations  in  the  development  of  his  inscrutable 
designs  in  providence,  and  who  has  been  pleased  not  only  to 
favour  Great  Britain  with  the  establishment  of  internal  peace, 
and  civil  and  ecclesiastical  liberty,  but  also  to  crown  her  efforts 
for  the  dissemination  of  religious  truth,  and  for  the  consolidation 
of  those  moral  and  political  principles  which  are  supereminently 
calculated  to  civilize  and  bless  mankind. 

•  While  thus  we  offer  our  humble  tribute  to  the  Great  First 
Cause  of  all  good,  we  are  not.  Sir,  we  cannot  be,  insensible  of 
our  obligations  to  the  honoured  instruments  by  whom  these 
benignant  purposes  have  been  effected.  Your  aug^t  ancestors, 
the  monarchs  of  the  present  British  dynasty,  have  invariably 
proved  themselves  the  uncompromising  guardians  of  the  civil  and 
religious  rights,  and  consequently  of  the  best  interests,  of  their 
faithful  people.  His  present  Majesty  is  the  worthy  successor, 
not  only  of  the  throne,  but  also  of  the  principles,  of  his  progeni- 
tors. Long  may  he  reign,,  to  receive  the  heart-emanating  plan* 
dits  of  his  admiring  and  affectionate  subjects,  and  to  witness, 
with  unmixed  gratification,  the  successful  efforts  of  his  Royal 
Brother,  the  next  prince  of  the  blood,  to  protect  and  perpetuate 
those  bulwarks  of  our  Protestant  constitution,  to  which,  under 
Providence,  we  are  indebted  for  the  general  prosperity  of  our 
country,  and  the  secure  and  tranquil  enjojrment  of  our  invaluable 
privileges  and  immunities  as  individuals ! 

In  the  attainment  of  this  nationally  exalted  position,  your  Royal 
Highness  has  held  a  most  prominent  station.  Great  as  was  the 
prowess  of  British  arms  in  former  days,  it  has  been  excelled  by 
the  triumphant  achievements  of  modem  times ;  and  we  cannot 
but  remember  that  the  unparalleled  victories,  which  ccmsolidated 
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the  honour  of  the  British  name,  and  restored  peace  to  the  woild, 
ifere  acquired  by  an  anny  under  the  supreme  adminiatratkm  of 
your  Royal  Highness,  whose  name  must  therefore  be  couneeted 
with  the  glory  of  your  country  in  the  records  of  the  future  his* 
torian,  as  it  is  also  entitled  to  the  unfeigned  gratulationa  of  every 
honest  Briton, — of  every  patriotic  cotemporary. 

But,  Sir,  the  external  relations  of  an  empire,  however  pros- 
perous, would  be  insufficient  to  the  Buuntenanoe  of  its  security, 
unless  accompanied  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  wise  and  salu- 
tary laws  by  which  its  internal  economy  is  regulated.     Here, 
then,  we  at  once  recognize  a  recent  act,  in  your  legislative 
capacity  as  a  peer  of  the  realm,  which  must  endear  the  name 
of  your  Royal  Highness  to  eyery  real  friend  to  his  country,  and 
to  those  liberal  establishments  and  institutions  under  which  her 
growing  prosperity  has  been  fostered  and  matured.     When  art- 
ful foes,  aided  by  well-meaning  but  mistaken  friends,  assailed 
the  bulwarks  of  our  excellent  Protestant  constitution,  and  insi- 
diously aimed  at  the  re-introduction  of  that  system  of  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  tyranny  under  which  our  since  happy  country  so 
severely  suffered  in  former  times,  your  Royal  Highness,  inherit- 
ing the  genuine  stamina  of  native  patriotism,  and  actuated  by 
the  spirit  which  animated  the  leaders  of  our  glorious  Revolutioa, 
boldly  stepped  forward,  to  head  the  efforts  of  those  noble  and 
honourable  statesmen,  whose  strenuous  exertions  in  behalf  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation,  had,  in  spite  of  contrary  apprehen- 
sions, excited  an  intense  interest,  and  an  ardent  hope  in  the 
breasts  of  British  millions.     The  truly  constitutional  sentimenis 
of  your  Royal  Highness — the  just  and  conscientions  appreciation 
of  the  solemn  compact  subsisting  between  the  King  and  his 
faithful  people— and  the  judicious  and  well-timed  interference, 
in  the  speech  delivered  by  your  Royal  Highness  on  that  critical 
and  memorable  .occasion,  exact  the  voluntary  tribute  of  unquali- 
fied approbation  and  grateful  thanks.    These  we  most  respect- 
fully tender  to  your  Royal  Highness,  for  the  essential  benefits 
thus  conferred  on  ourselves,  our  families,  and  the  United  King^ 
dom  in  general. 
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By  this  weU-timed  interpodition,  and  its  happy  results^  a 
tional  degradation  has  been  averted — the  hopes  and  expectations 
of  the  loyal,  the  liberal,  and  the  peaceable,  have  been  strength* 
ened  and  encouraged,  and  our  beloved  Sovereign  has  beeil 
relieved  from  the  liability  to  an  invidious  responsion  under  which 
he  ought  never  to  be  placed,  but  which  we  feel  assured  would 
have  been  given,  had  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary,  in  the 
'strictest  accordance  with  his  royal  engagements  on  acceding  io 
the  crown  of  these  realms.  Your  Royal  Highness  may  possibly 
meet  the  puerile  censures  of  a  few  piisguided  and  misinformed 
individuals ;  ox  may  be  subjected  to  the  indecorous  ravings  of 
the  still  fewer  factious  enemies  of  our  constitutional  establish^ 
inents,  '^of  whom  to  be  dispraised  is  no  small  praise/'  But 
your  Royal  Highness  will  stand  unmoved  under  these  ebullitions 
of  disappointed  malignancy ;  and  our  humble  but  sincete  plau^ 
dits  will  re-echo  the  voice  of  conscious  satisfaction  in  your  own 
bosom,  and  reverberate  through  the  immense  majority  of  the 
British  dominions. 

Long  may  your  Royal  Highness  live  in  the  enjoyment  of 
health,  to  aid  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  to  witness  her 
progressive  advance  in  all  the  arts  and  institutions  that  can  add 
stability,  honour,  and  dignity  to  the  British  name^ 

Your  Royal  Highness's 
Most  dutiful,  grateful,  and  obedient  Servants. 

(Signed  by  upwards  of  Sixty  Clerical  and  Lay  Members  of  the 

Union.) 

The  Address,  which  was  printed  in  gold  letters  on 
Tellum,  ornamented  with  a  rich  border,  and  emblazoned 
with  the  Arms  of  the  Royal  Duke,  was  then  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  his  royal  highness,  who  immediately 
returned  the  following  answer : — 

Gentlemen, 
In  receiving  the  Address  presented  to  me  by  you,  on  the  part 
of  the  Protestant  Union,  I  beg  to  express  to  you  how  much  I 
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am  gratified  by  the  sentiments  of  loyal  and  zealous  attachment 
and  devotion  to  his  Majesty  which  it  bi^thes,  as  well  as  flattered 
by  the  assurance,  conveyed  in  terms  so  friendly,  of  the  approba-^ 
tion  which  my  endeavours  to  discharge  my  various  duties,  during 
a  long  course  of  public  life,  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  experi- 
ence from  the  Members  of  the  Protestant  Union,  more  particu* 
laxly  with  reference  to  the  important  question  upon  which  I  waa 
induced  to  declare  my  sentiments  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  Members  of  the  Protestant  Union  cannot  appreciate  more 
strongly  than  I  do  the  blessings. of  a  free  Constitution,  which 
secures  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  general,  the  possession  of 
civil  and  religious  rights,  and  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  invalu* 
able  privileges  and  immunities  as  individuals ;  nor  can  they  feel 
more  anxious  than  I  do,  for  the  continued  peace  and  prosperity 
of  a  country,  which  has  so  well  mented  the  protection  and  sup* 
port  of  Providence,  by  the  spirit  and  steady  perseverance  with 
which  it  has  maintained  its  independence  during  the  late  arduous 
contest. 

The  deputation,  having  thus  been  honoured  with  a 
most  cordial  reception,  withdrew,  highly  gratified,  and 
indulging  the  hope  that  their  example  would  be  further 
followed,  and  that  the  principles  so  justly  inculcated 
in  the  speech  of  his  Royal  Highness,  and  so  congenial 
with  those  of  the  Protestant  Union,  would  be  acted 
upon  by  their  fellow-subjects  throughout  the 
dominions. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 


A.  b.  1825  to  1827. 

On  th6  17th  of  June,  1885,  the  amiable  and  acoom- 
l^isbed  Bochess  of  Rutland  laid  the  fonndaticm  stone 
of  York  Hoase^  in  llie  stable^yard  at  St.  James's ; 
litOe  thinking,  that  neither  she,  nor  her  illnstrioas 
fUend  for  whom  the  edifice  was  intended,  would  sea 
its  completion. 

In  the  course  of  tte  same  summer,  the  Duke  paid 
a  Tisit  to  his  grace  of  Devonshire,  at  Chatswortb, 
from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Gheveley  l^ark,  the 
hunting  seat  of  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
near  Newmarket,  where  he  remained  about  a  fort&iglit, 
and  dien  took  leave  of  his  estimaUe  ftiends,  with  the 
pleasing  hope  of  rejoining  their  agreeable  society  in 
the  winter.  The  expectation  pifoved  faBacioos,  and 
while  the  Duke  was  eB^joying  the  salubrious  air  of 
Brigfhton,  a  messenger  came  with  the  doleful  tetelli^ 
gence  of  the  death  of  the  Duchess  of  Rutland,  at  Bsl* 
voir  Castle,  on  the  28th  of  November. 

Hie  distress  of  this  melancholy  event  was  heightened 
by  its  suddenness,  and.  the  peculiarity  of  the  ciicum- 
stances  under  which  it  happened.  Her  grace  had  for 
some  time  been  incessantly  exercised  in  superintending 
and  directing  numerous  workmen,  who  were  employed 
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in  preparing  and  completing  the  splendid  decorations 
of  the  grand  drawing-room,  which  it  was  intended 
should  be  opened  for  the  first  time  on  the  Doke's 
birth-day. 

Among  the  personages  invited  and  expected  to 
honour  the  festival  with  their  presence,  were  the  Dukes 
of  York  and  Wellington ;  but  unhappily,  before  the  day 
arrived,  Belvoir  Castle,  instead  of  exhibiting  scenes  of 
joy  and  revelry,  was  filled  with  gloom  and  lamentation. 
This  excellent  lady,  who  survived  her  father,  the  Earl 
of  Carlisle,  only  three  months,  was  in  her  forty-fifth 
year,  and  it  is  recorded  as  an  extraordinary  fact,  that 
this  was  the  first  instance  of  the  death  of  a  Duchess 
of  Rutland,  for  the  long  period  of  ninety-one  years* 
She  was  married  to  the  Duke  on  the  22d  of  April, 
1799,  and  had  issue  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  soi- 
vived  her,  namely,  three  s'ons  and  four  daughters. 

Of  the  elevated  taste  of  the  Duchess  of  Rutland, 
Belvoir  Castle  will  long  remain  a  magnificent  monu- 
ment. She  was  the  presiding  genius  of  the  place,  and 
selected  all  the  plans  for  its  erection  and  embellish- 
ment ;  nor  were  her  active  and  useful  exertions  con- 
fined to  the  castle, — the  grounds,  villages,  and  roads, 
and  even  the  general  aspect  of  the  country,  all  exhi- 
bited evidences  of  her  superior  taste.  Every  sug- 
gestion, which  had  for  its  object  the  improvement  of 
this  beautiflilly  picturesque  domain,  was  adppted  with 
eagerness,  and  carried  into  effect  under  her  personal 
observation.  What  seemed  to  require  little  short  of 
a  century  to  complete,  she  brought  to  perfection  in  a 
few  years. 

Nor  was  her  grace  less  successful  in  the  elegant 
accomplishments  of  h^  sex.  Her  drawings  display. 
A  most  correct  taste;  her  poetical  genius  she  inherited 
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from  her  parents^  and  her  musical  attainments  were 
of  the  first  order.'  Indefatigable  in  whatever  could 
promote  the  general  good,  and  alive  to  the  true  inte- 
rests of \  her  country,  the  duchess  not  only  studied 
ornamental  gardening,  but  devoted  much  attention  to 
practical  agriculture. 

Her  farm,  consisting  of  above  seven  hundred  acres, 
was  a  model  of  scientific  management ;  for  which,  on 
several  occasions,  she  was  complimented  with  pre- 
miums from  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Arts  and 
Manufactures^  Notwithstanding  these  predilections 
for  a  rural  life,  the  duchess  was  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  the  English  court;  and  whenever  she 
graced  it  with  her  presence,  admiration  followed  her 
steps.  The  ease  and  dignity  of  her  deportment,  her 
refined  and  polished  address,  and  the  graceful  con- 
descension of  her  behaviour,  fascinated  all  who  ap- 
proached the  circle  in  which  she  moved.  She  married 
early  the  object  of  her  choice ;  and,  in  all  respects,  as 
a  wife  and  parent,  a  mistress  and  benefkctress,  she  set 
an  example  highly  deserving  of  imitation. 

The  death  of  this  highly  gifted  and  truly  virtuous 
lady,  operated  very  strongly  upon  the  nerves  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  had  Ibng  enjoyed  her  esteem  and 
that  of  her  noble  consort.  His  royal  highness,  how- 
ever, did  not  endeavour  to  shake  ofi*  the  sorrow  which 
he  felt,  by  seeking  amusement  or  emerging  in  business ; 
neither  was  he  content  with  sending  formal  letters  of 
condolence  to'  his  friend  in  affliction.  With  as  little 
delay  as  i>ossible,  the  Duke  hastened  from  Brighton  to 
London;  and,  after  transacting  some  indispensable 
business  at  the  Horse-Guards,  proceeded  to  Belvoir 
Castle^  ^here  he  found  his  noble  friend  immersed  in 
grief.    Hie  interview  was  of  a  nature  easier  to  be 
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coneehred  ikuk  deaoribed ;  ROf  Ooidd  My  kmgmige  do 
justice  to  the  feelings  by  wbieh  both  parlies  were 
actuated.  Here  his  royal  highness  was  aoeo  after 
joined  by  the  Duke  of  Wellingtoa^  with  the  same 
sympathizing  olyect^  thus  fulfilling  the  wise  man's 
sayings  ''that  the  heart  of  the  wise  is  in  the  house 
of  mourning ;  but  the  heart  of  fools  is  in  the  house 
of  mirth/* 

As  the  opening  of  parliamrait  rendered  the  presence 
of  the  Duke  of  York  necessary  in  town^  he  left  Belyoir 
at  the  end  of  January,  and  on  the  first  oC  the  fbUowing 
month  be  received  a  deputation  from  the  parishioners 
of  Clerkenwdl,  who  had  been  proTented  from  presenting 
their  Address  before  by  different  circumstances.  The 
deputataoBf  consisting  of  Roger  Staples  Fisher^  Esq. 
and  o4her  gmtlenen,  waited  upon  his  royal  highness, 
wben  the  Rev.  R.  Mflne,  Curate  of  the  pariah,  addressed 
the  Duke  in  the  fUlowing  speech : — 

May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness^ 
In  cousequence  of  the  noble  stand  which  your  Royal  Highness 
made,  during  the  last  session  of  Pavliament,  against  the  attempted 
encroachments  upon  th^  constitution — that  constitution  which  ia 
the  grand  palladium  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties — we  are 
deputed  to  wait  upon  your  Royal  Highness  to  express  our  grati- 
tude, and  to  assure  your  Royal  Highness  that  while  the  Bruks« 
WICK  Family  are  faithful  to  the  cause  which  placed  them  upon 
the  throne  of  these  realms,  they  will  poissess  the  warm  attachment 
of  all  who  are  worthy  of  the  Protestant  name  in  the  British 
empire,  whatever  may  be  insinuated  to  the  contrary  by  a  f^ 
individuals,  as  destitute  of  the  principles  as  unworthy  ef  the 
inheritance  whicbrwus  purchased  lor  Ihem  by  the  blood  of  their 
forefathers.  [Here  the  Rer.  Gentleman  exptained  die  eanse  ef 
the  delay  in  presenting  the  Address^  and  then  procseeded.] 
Though  we  come  from  a  Tsmcte  pari  of  the  metoepoUa*  it  afMb 
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118  DO  BBfttU  filewire  to  leflect,  thai  ive  bad  tb«  hofMHir  to  bo 
Ibe  first  piiUicly  to  expvesf  o«r  aentiments  on  .the  occaaioo^  and 
that  our  eyamplo  has  been  followed  by  many  who  occupy  moro 
important  stations.  From  the  period  alluded  to,  more  than  six 
ponth^  have  elapsed,  and  every  thing  vhich  has  occurred  since 
has  tended  only  to  heighten  qur  admiration  of  your  royal  high^ 
ness's  conduct  in  withstanding  the  weak  and  the  wicked — ^the 
policy  of  many  great  and  good  men  among  ourselves,  who  have 
got  their  minds  tainted  with  the  (teinciples  of  a  spurious  and 
dangerous  liberality,  and  the  united  efforts  of  the  emissaries  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  and  the  factious  demagogues  who  look 
ultimately  for  anarchy,  devastation,  and  plilndeN— so  that  the 
address  which  we  have  now  the  honour  to  f^esent  to  your  royal 
highness,  and  which  speaks  the  sentinients  of  the  thousands 
in  our  parish  who,  in  the  short  space  of  three  days,  signed  the 
petition  to  the  legislature,  emanates  not  only  from  the  wwfi  an4 
grateftil  feelings  excited  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  but 
fiom  the  matured  reflections  of  our  cooler  judgm^l ;  a  eircuviT 
stance  which  we  trust  wiU  not  lessen  the  expression  of  our  gra-r 
titude,  in  the  estimation  of  your  royal  hig^mess/' 

Mr.  Fisher^  the  chairman,  then  read  the  address : — 

^  To  his  Royal  ^ighneBS  the  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  &c. 
'  '<  Si]ii,^Frequent  and  precious  as  have  been  the  benefits  con- 
ferred upon  England  by  the  House  of  Brunswick;  since  the  au^>i* 
cious  era  at  which  your  ancestors  were  invited  to  the  guardian* 
ship  of  her  liberties,  no  member  of  yotir  illustrious  family  has 
ever  possessed  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  the  English  people, 
stronger  than  those  by  which  you  have  bound  your  countrymen 
in  an  everlasting  obligation. 

"  From  your  earliest  yoath  you  have  checrftilly  encoimtered 
danger  and  toil  to  advance  the  military  glory,  and  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  our  country ;  and  since  the  field  of  military  fame  has 
been  exhausted,  and  the  public  security  from  external  danger 
{d*oad  upon  an  impiegnaUe  basis  by  a  seiies  of  suocessea  to 
lAiok  youf  a4mMb}e  ««ii»diiet  of  Ihafoioe^of  ihoempiie  mainly 
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o(mtfib«ted,yoa  have  laboured  with  eqaal  zeal  to  preserve  mum- 
paired  those  essential  parts  of  the  British  GonstitiitMni  which  ate 
the  indispensable  guards  of  our  civil  and  religions  liberties. 

**  Upon  no  occasion,  however,  has  the  care  for  the  inleresta  oi 
the  people  of  Englax^,  that  has  always  characterized  your  npf9l 
line,  or  that  zealous  affection  for  your  country,  by  whidi  yoa 
individually  have  ever  been  disting^shed,  been  more  cons|^ca- 
ously  displayed  than  in  your  conduct  upon  a  late  momentous 
question,  when,  in  a  spirit  worthy  of  your  illustrious  ancestors, 
worthy  of  the  first  subject  in  Great  Britain,  and  worthy  of  the 
brother  of  the  greatest  monarch  in  Europe,  you  came  forward 
as  the  champion  of  the  Protestant  constitution,  upon  which  all 
our  public  liberties  and  our  private  happiness  depend,  and  inter- 
posed to  protect  from  violation  the  most  sacred  of  those  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown,  which,  administered  by  your  ancestors,  have 
ever  proved  the  firmest  bulwark  of  the  rights  of  the  people. 

^  Deefdy  impressed  with  the  obligadon  imposed  by  such  ser- 
vkes,  your  fellow-subjects,  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Glerkenwell,  respectfully  approach  your  Royal  Hi^i* 
ness  with  an  offering  of  their  most  grateful  thanks ;  and  humbly 
address  to  the-  throne  of  Divine  Providence  their  earnest  pcayeia 
for  the  prolongation  in  health  and  prosperity  of  the  life  oC  a 
Prince,  who,  "  in  whatever  situation  he  may  be  placed,''  wfll, 
they  are  conscious,  continue  to  be  the  faithful  guardian  of  the 
civil  and  religious  liberties  of  England/' 

To  which  his  royal  highness  was  pleased  to  reply  in 
the  following  terms : — 

<' Gentlemen, — In  returning  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
honour  you  have  done  me  in  voting  the  present  address,  I  beg 
to  assure  you  that  I  derive  great  satisfaction  from  finding  that 
my  public  conduct  has  merited  the  approbation  of  so  respectable 
a  body  of  persons  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariah  of  Cleikon^ 
weU." 

But  while  the  Doke  was  receiving  with  pleasvm 
these  tributes  of*  affection  from  tlie  pabUc,  it  b#ett&ie* 
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too  eYident  to  those  around  him^  that  bis  bodily 
powers  were  decaying.  Few  men  had  enjoyed  better 
healthy  for  a  long  coarse  of  years^  than  his  royal  high- 
ness, to  which  his  active  habits,  his  early  rising,  and 
strict  attention  to  the  business  of  his  office,  mainly 
contributed.  Yet  often,  when  the  people,  judging  from 
those  habits,  and  his  robust  appearance,  supposed  him 
to  be  in  the  enjojrment  of  perfect  spirits,  he  was  in 
great  pain,  and  suffering  under  alarming  symptoms  of 
a  most  dangerous  malady. 

For  more  than  four  years  he  laboured  under  a  spas- 
modic affection,  of  such  a  nature,  that  he  could  not 
lie  down  but  at  the  imminent  risk  of  suffocation. 
After  the  commencement  'of  this  attack,  he  never  re^ 
tired  to  rest  without  a  supply  of  anti-spasmodic  medi- 
cines by  the  side  of  his  couch^or  bed,  and  so  placed 
as  to  be  at  hand  on  an  instant.  For  many  months 
before  his  last  confinement,  he  never  entered  a  bed, 
bat  constantly  slept  in  an  easy  chair,  constructed 
purposely  for  his  accommodation.  Yet,  amidst  these 
bodily  distresses,  his  intellectual  faculties  retained  their 
fulness  of  vigour,  and  he  continued  his  official  pursuits 
with  unremitted  zeal  and  punctuality. 

Several  new  and  important  regulations,  the  result 
of  his  deliberate  reflections,  were  now  carried  into 
effect,  for  the  benefit  of  the  service.  Among  these 
chaises  wap  an  arrangement,  which  the  Duke  had 
long  meditated,  for  the  relief  of  old  lieutenants,  whose 
circumstances  alone  prevent  them  from  gaining  an 
advancement  by  purchase.  Many  difficulties  were  in 
the  way  of  this  improvement,  but,  by  perseverance  and 
discretion,  the  Duke  succeeded  in  attaining  the  object 
iq^on.  which  his  mind  ^ras  set;  and  with  its  aooom- 
plMbment  he  terminated  hte  official  life* 
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•  It  had  fbr  many  years  ten  the  fisced  praiotiM  af  the 
Duke  to  attend  sundry  anniversary  meetings  ef  oha* 
ritaUe  and  social  iastitntionB  in  the  metropolis ;  Imt 
doling  the  last  season,  he  was  obliged  to  dedine  those 
invitations,  and  in  some  instances  apcdogios  ^Nve 
publicly  issued  for  the  absence  of  his  royal  fa^|tteas» 
after  be  had  actually  consented  to  take  Ite  ckair. 
These  circumstances  excited  observation,  but  UtCle  if 
any  alarm  was  felt  by  the  public,  till  his  royal  bigb- 
ness  became  ccmfined,  and  it  could  no  h>nger  be  oon* 
creeled  that  his  disorder  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
predttde  any  substantial  hope  of  recovery* 

After  two  or  three  ranovals  for  the  benefit  of  the  air, 
the  royal  pati^it  finally  took  up  his  abode  in  the  towta- 
boose  of  fads  valued  firiend,  the  Defce  of  Rutland,  in 
Arlington-street  Hefe  he  underwent  the  operatioft  of 
tapping,  tlie  disorder  being  a  confirmed  ascites,  cm  the 
ild  of  September^  but  though  tiie  result  was  a  paslinl 
ideviatiou  of  the  constitutional  malady,  the  extreni* 
ties  sdon  after  astomed  guigrenous  ssrmptoms,  wtattdi 
were,  however,  checked  and  kept  under  by  the  vigilsait 
care  of  the  medical  attendants. 

The  Duke  bore  this  protracted  sufiering  wWi  m^ 
common  firmness  of  heart,  evtmness  of  temper^  and 
submisHveness  to  the  wiU  of  Providence*  ia  the 
midst  of  all  his  pain,  he  never  once  relaxed  ftom  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  commander-in-chief;  bat 
attended  to  the  miaatin  of  the  ofiteial  retonss  and 
appointments,  with  as  much  patience  and  Judgment  as 
he  had  ever  done  in  his  life. 

in  the  same  placid  state  of  mind,  he  read  the  iiewa» 
|>apeffs  every  day,  and  Mi  interested  in  all  that 
geteg  on,  especially  wfien  the  embaifcatlea  of 
troops  for  Portugal  took  plaM.    Ott  «Mt  iiiljeeifce 
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MiiVeraed  l?f|h  maclf  winuitieil ;  aa^  ^wimi  Mr»  Peel, 
•»  <me  ogcmIod^  9poke  of  the  high  9tate  of  the  Boldiery^ 
U^e  eoimten&nce  of  the  Duke  hrightened  ap  with  con« 
fciow  s9iiMdt0iion,  and  be  replied,  that  if  the  aroiy 
which  he  at  firet  commaaded  on  the  contment  had  been 
}u  smoh  a  eondition^  the  campaign,  in  all  probalHlity, 
wottM  have  terminated  diiFereatly  from  trhat  it  did. 

The  Kingy^urii^  the  early  pesiod  ot'  bi^  brother'^ 
Muftnemcftit^  paid  hun  sevwal  visits^  the  last  b^ng  on 
liie  SOth  of  December,  jut  a  wedL  b^ore  his  deadi* 
]£Ui$  M«Je«ty  tfaeb  took  with  him  $ame  particnlar  soup, 
0f  which  he  recollected  that  the  Duke  had  formerly 
partaken  with  pleaaore*  Ifi  hier  anxiety  tbe  King  per? 
sooally  handed  it  to  the  royal  invalid,  who  appeal^ 
much  affected  by  this  attention,  and  slightly  tasted  the 
<moe  favourite  soup. 

•  His  Majesty  was  much  shocked  at  the  al^raticp 
thtt  bad  taken  j^ace  in  his  brother's  features ;  whidi, 
as  he  afterwards  observed,  bore  an  uncommon  resem- 
J>lance  to  those  of  their  venerable  fieither  in  his  la^t 
momenta* 

After  this,  it  was  only  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  his 
medical  advisers,  that  his  Msgesty  discontinued  his 
visits  at  Rutland  House,  which  had  previously  been 
frequent.  From  that  time  messengers  were  twice  every 
day  despatched  to  Windsor,  with  an  account  of  the 
state  of  the  royal  sufferer. 

The  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Sussex  were  constant  in 
their  attendance  at  Rutland  House  to  the  last ;  and 
on  the  fatal  morning  of  the  6th  of  January,  the  latter 
arrived  as  early  as  nine  o'clock,  and  his  brother  at 
noon.  They  both  continued  with  their  illustrious  rela- 
tive till  about  an  hour  before  bis  death;  when  they 

lemoved  to  another  room. 

3y 
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His  royal  highness^  n^ho  had  only  been  able  occasioii* 
ally  to  recognize  his  friends  and  attendants,  became 
totally  insensible  about  one  o'clock;  and  though,  in 
the  coarse  of  the  afternoon,  he  once  or  twice  so  far 
recovered  as  to  appear  sensible  of  external  objects,  he 
immediately  relapsed  into  his  former  state  ot  stnpor ; 
and  continued  in  that  torpid  state  daring  ike  whole 
evening,  with  scarcely  any  change.  The  narcotics 
administered  produced  occaaionai  repose,  but  about 
nine  o'clock  the  approach  of  death  became  manifest. 
In  a  short  time,  however,  his  respiration  began  to  fiifl^ 
and  thus  life  ebbed  gradually  away  till  twenty  «>i»i»*^w 
after  nine,  when  he  breathed  his  last  without  a  gnnai 
or  convulsion. 

The  room  in  which  his  royal  highness  expired,  is  tm 
the  ground  floor,  looking  into  the  Green  Park ;  and  he 
%ad  not  been  out  of  that,  or  the  one  adjcAaing,  fotnenr 
eight  months.  The  Duke  had  cme  easy  chair  inmkg 
the  day,  GUQid  adfother  for  the  night;  both  being  made 
suitable  for* ease  in  any  position  to  whidi  the  ilhis^ 
trious  patient  mi^t  choose  to  turn. 


■  'iff    f  ^/////  „„'  ,f//ai  /£  Zil- ly«//,V  ■////!    .; 


iE3!!l 


E3r' 


ESL- 


MTTl 


MBHOIll  0>  THE   DUKB  Or   YOBK.  SSd 


CHAP.  XX. 


•  « 


Sir  Herbert  Tay lor^  the  attached  friend,  confidential 
aecretary,  and  executor  of  the  Duke  of  York,  having 
drawn  np  '^  A  Jonmal  of  Occarrences  which  took  place 
between  the  9th  of  June  1826,  and  the  15th  of  January 
1637;''  we  shall  here  insert  the  affecting  Narrative 
entire,  as  exhibiting,  in  the  most  prominent  point  of 
view,  the  estimable  character  of  the  Living  and  the 
Dead.— 

'  The  inteieat  excited  by  the  situation  of  the  late  Duke  of  York, 
and'  by  eyery  ciicumBtance  conoecVed.with  his  long,  painful^  and 
lingering  illness,  from  its  commencemeBt  until  the  £aital  hour 
which  closed  his  yaluable  existence,  has  been  so  great,  and  the 
general  feeling  which  it  produced  has  caused  so  many  particulars 
to  be  circulated,  and  receired  by  the  public  as  authentic,  for 
which  there  either  was  no  foundation,  or  at  least  very  imperfect 
foundation,  that  I  hare,  upon  due  consideration,  been  induced 
to  draw  up,  from  minutes  taken  during  this  distressing  and  trying 
period  of  my  attendance  upon  his  Royal  Highness,  a  statement, 
not  of  the  progress  of  the  disease,  or  of  the  treatment  pursued, 
but  of  such  circumstances  and  facts  as  will  shew  the  condition 
of  his  Royal  Highness's  mind  under  this  awful  visitation  of  Pro- 
vidence, wiU  do  justice  to  the  exemplary  resolution  and  pious 
resignation  with  which  he  met,  and  submitted  to  it,  and  will 
satisfy  his  attached  friends  that  his  Royal  Highness  waS|  in  every 
point  of  view,  deserving  of  the  respect  and  the  affection  which 
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haTe  90  fltrongiy  maiked  ^bek  aentimeiits  towuds  kiniy  and  of 
tbe  deep  grief  and  regret  which  his  death  has  occasioned  in  thear 
minds,  and  in  those  of  the  respectable  and  well-thinking  indi- 
vidoals  of  e^ery  class  in  this  country. 

The  state  of  his  Royal  Highnesses  health  had,  for  some  time^ 
appeared  far  from  satisfactory,  and  had  occasioned  more  or  leas 
uneasiness  to  those  about  him ;  but  the  first  indications  of  serioos 
indisposition,  such  as  to  produce  alarm,  were  upon  his  Roynl 
Highness's  return  from  Ascot  to  his  residence  in  Audley-«quare, 
on  the  9th  of  June,  1826,  and  Mr.  Macgregor,  who  then  saw 
him,  urged  him  immediately  to  send  for  Sir  Henry  Halford. 

From  that  period,  his  Royal  Highness  continued  more  or  less 
an  invalid,  and  was  occasionally  confined  to  his  house. 

Upon  the  24th  of  June  his  Royal  Highness  remored  for 
change  of  air  to  Brompton  Park,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Green* 
wood,  who  kindly  lent  it  to  him ;  and  upon  that  day  he  sent  for 
me,  and  told  me  that  he  had  been  unwell  for  some  weein,  and 
that  he  did  not  think  that  he  gained  ground :  that  he  dad  ndt 
feel  alarmed,  and  that  he  had  perfect  confidence  in  the  attention 
^Ten  to  his  case,  and  the  skill  of  his  medical  adviadn ;  bai  Ihat 
he  knew  that  they  might  entertain  appvehentionsy  which  they 
would  consider  it  &eir  professional  duty  not  to  txnimiiimucBia 
to  their  patients,  and  he  might,  therefore,  remain  igikuant  of  that 
which  ought  not  to  be  donciMdied  fh>m  hiiii,  and  which  be  trnted 
he  should  learh  without  apprehension,  although  he  did  not  deaf 
that  he  should  learn  it  with  regret    That  tfaeie  were  duths  a» 
be  performed,  and  arrangements  to  be  made,  trhich  ougfct  n&tim 
bfe  deferred  to  the  last  moment,  and  h^  fell  that  it  afis  doe  ^ 
his  character  and  station,  to  his  comfort,  and  even  to  his  fediagi 
on  this  subject,  that  he  should  not  be  td&en  by^  sui^iriaa  upon  so 
imrious  an  occasion.    He  considered  it  probaMe^  that  the  pliy* 
sicians  would  be  less  reserved  with  me  than  wiA  fahn,  and  ha 
charged  me,  if  I  iBhoHld  learn  firom  them  directlyv  or  should  faiiMiB 
reason  to  draw  such  inference  from  any  expression  that  m^^ 
drop  fh>m  Ihlem,  that  bis  situation  had  become  one  of  duig«; 
not  to  withhold  such  knowledge  from  him.    He  appealed  to  bit 
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upon  thw  ocoMMit  for  aa  act  of  MnadAipy  he  would  add»  for 
file  diflchaige  of  a  duty,  ^ich  he  claimed  ffoin  the  person  ^o 
had  been  with  hiin^  and  enjoyed  his  confidence  during  so  many 
years;  he  called  upon  me  to  promise;  that  I  would  perform  it 
whenever  the  period  should  arrive  to  which  he  alluded,  and  he 
desired  that  I  would  Ijear  m  mind,  that  he  wished  me  to  deal 
hy  him  as  he  was  certain  I  should  desii^  Undw  simBar  dronm« 
Stances,  to  be  dealt  wiih» 

I  made  the  piomis^  wkhoat  hesitation,  and  it  was  leoeived 
with  a  warm  expressien  of  thanks,  and  an  aftctionate  presiuie 
of  the  hand. 

Thb  was  repeated,  in  allusion  to  what  had  passed .  at  a  later 
period  of  the  day,  when  he  got  into  hk  carriage  to  }gb  to  Broihp- 
ton,  and  he  then  said  that  he  felt  relieved  from  gnedt  imiMminfus 
byihe  promise  I  had  given  him* 

His  Royid  Highness  removed  to  Brighten  on  the  14di  of  An* 
gust,  for  the  benefit  of  further  change  of  air;  and  I  lemit  ftom 
Mr.  Mtacgiegor,  (m  llie  17tfa  of  that  moniii,  that  a  change  had 
taken  place  in  his  general  state,  and  that  symptoms  had  apfeaied 
which  rendered  hie  sitaaek>n  one  of  danger^ 

The  distressing  information  was  confioned  to  me  fh>m  pther 
quarters,  aikd  I  determined  inmtedtately  tb  go  to  Brighton,  and 
to  discharge  my  duty,  but  to  be  guided  in  the  chaiaeter.aiid 
extent  of  the  disclosure  by  such  further  cmomunicatioa  as  might 
be  made  to  me  by  his  Royal  Highnesa's  medical  attendants,  of 
the  nature  and  pressure  of  the  dtUiger*  I  pleaded  business  rei» 
during  personal'  communioation  neoessary.for  my  visit  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  and  I  went  to  Brighton  on  the  I9th  of  Augusl 
Upon  ihy  arrival,  I  leaint  from  Mr.  Macgi^or  that  a  fttvourdble 
change  had  taken  ptaoe,  that  his  Bjoyal  Hi^mesa  had  gained 
strength,  and  that  the  most  alarming  symptoms  had,  in  a  great 
measure,  subsided ;  that  his  Ro^al  Highnesa'h  situation  mig^t, 
tberefoie,  be  consideied  far  more  encoui^kging  than  when  he 
wtote  to  me,  biit  that  it  was  impossible  to  consider  it  free  ftom 
danger,  although  that  danger  had  ceased  to  be  immediatB,  «ftd 
akbovgh  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  the  cause  of  alarm 
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might  be  removed.  He  added,  tliat>  from  oheervaftioM  wUoh 
his  Royal  Highness  had  made  to  himself,  he  was-  eontinoed  1 
would  find  him  prepaied  for  any  oommunic^fioQ  I  mig^  feel. it 
my  duty  to  make  to  him,  and  that,  under  all  circumacai|oei»  JL 
must  exercise  my  discretion. 

I  then  saw  the  Duke  of  York,  who  entered  fully  into  his  aitw* 
tion,  and  tokl  me,  that,  although  much  better  then,, ^ad  he 
believed  going  on  well,  he  had  reason  to  think,  from. the  maMier 
and  looks  of  his  medical  attendants,  that  they  had  been  ahime^t 
and  felt  much,  greater  uneasmess  than  they  had  ezpieased,  oc 
might  fed  at  liberty  to  express,  and  he  wished  to  know  wbeijt  I 
had  learnt 

I  did  not  disguise  from  him,  that,  bearing  in  mind  the  eog^tg^ 
ment  I  had  contracted,  I  had  determined  to  go  to  Brighton  in 
consequence  of  the  accounts  I  had  received  on  the  17th,  wkidi 
had  alarmed  me,  but  that  I  was  happy  to  find  on  my  acriva)* 
that  his  ^  Royal  Highness's  state  had  since  been  improviiig,  aa^ 
that  much  of  the  uneasiness  which  ihea  prevailed  had  been 
removed ;  at  the  same  time,  it  was  my  duty  to  confirm  the  -iqe 
pression  which  he  appeared  himself  to  have  received,  tb^  bis 
complaint  had  assumed  a  mora  seoous  character,  although  gta4 
confidence  appeared  to  be  felt,  that  the  enrtmordinary  repiMirces 
of  his  constitution,  and  the  strength  he  had  gained  sineai  )uti 
removal  to  Brighton,  would  enable  him  to  struggle  suoeeipf|dly 
with  the  disorder.  **  Then/'  said  he, ''  I  was  not  mistaken  ii^  oag; 
suspicions,  and  my  case  is  not  wholly  free  fiem  dangers  bttt'f 
depend  upon  your  honour,  and  you  tell  me  theie  is.  moiae  •  !• 
hope  than  to  fear.''  r-r. 

I  assured  him  that  such  was  deekledly  the  impression  I.  ba4 
received  from  what  Mr.  Macgoegor  had  said  to  me*  Ha.tba|||ed 
me,  and  pix)ceeded  to  look  over  and  give4MelJon»  upoi^  VMM 
oflBcial  papers  with  his  usual  attention  and  aocnraey.  -.  i  :  -.  ^  .r 

He  saw  Mr.  Macgiegor  the  same  evei^y  and  qftOitiqiMrt 
him ;  and  he  told  me  on  the  following  day,  that  Jl^*  Mikqg^MWl 
had  answered  h|m.vefyiairly»  and  ^  eoffim^dji^  t«Aad 
said  to  him,  as  did  $ir.  Matthew  Tierney  later  m,^^  Qvi 
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HiAt  same  ^y  be  told  me  that  he  felt  stronger,  that  hb  mind 
was  relieved  by  what  bad  passed,  as  beknew  he  should  not  be 
deoemd  or  left  to  form  bis  own  conjectures;  and  draw  his  own 
<y)ndiUMniSy  from  the  lookil  and  manner  of  his  medical  attendants 
and  others  about  him ;  and  that  be  had  not  for  months  slept  so 
won  air  the  pi«ceding  night. 

I  repeated  to  him,  that  I  had  come  to  Brighton  under  con- 
siderable alarm,  and  tiiat  I  should  leave  it  very  much  relieved. 
Ris  Royal  Highness  was  cheerful ;  and  I  beard  from  Mr.  Mac- 
giegor  and  others  that  be  continued  so  during  the  following  days. 
Indeed,  he  wrote  to  me  himself  in  very  good  spirits,  and  assured 
me  of  the  comfort  and  relief  he  had  derived  from  the  proof 
aAivded  to  him  that  he  would  be  fairly  dealt  with. 

His  Royal  Highness  returned  from  Brighton  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  26th  of  August,  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  house,  in  Ar- 
lington-street, having  come  in  five  hours  and  a  half.  He  did 
tfOt  seem  much  fatigued;  looked  well  in  the  countenance,  and 
oonversed  cheerfully  with  Sir  Henry  Torrens  and  roe,  who  were 
in  waiting  to  receive  him. 

He  afterwards  tdd  me  that  his  strength,  sleep,  atid  appetite 
bad  anqpvoved,  but  that  the  medicines  he  bad  taken  had  c^sed 
to  have  the'desired  effect  in  checking  the  progress  of  the  main 
diaotder,  and  that  b^  had  therefore  returned  to  town  earlier  than 
Had  been  intended,  in  order,  as  be  understood,  to  try  some 
change  of  treatment,  which  be  apprehended  might  be  tapping. 
Hus  was  an  uni^easant  bearing,  though  it  did  not  alarm  him. 
He  was  detenmned  to  keep  up  his  spirits ;  he  kn^w  his  situation 
was  a  serious  one,  but  be  had  no  doubt,  please  God,  he  should 
recover^  ftougb  'be  feared  bis  recovery  would  be  a  work  of  time. 

In  the  course  of  oonvenati^,  I  told-  him  that  I  understood 
8S]^  Henry  HallMd  would  be  m  town  on  the  following  day,  and 
did  not  mean  to  reCom  to  the  country.  Heobserved  it  was  very 
kind  of  him,  but  immediately  added,  ''  By  the  bye,  not  a  very 
|«od>  sign  either." 

•"  R0  then  ptoeeedfid  very  quietly  to  ofBeial  business,  but  Mr. 
M Acgregor  coming  in,  he,  m  the  most  c$iai  and  collected  man* 
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jier,  qibestiotai  bim  before:  me,  revy  cIoMly»  M  Id  kii  8trt6, 
begmaiiig  by  thede  woi^/^^Tdi  ti»|  boneitty,  do  y»v 
me  m  danger?**  <^Not  in  tmsedtate  danger,''  mm  tbe 
^  But/'  said  hift  Royal  Highness,  '^yon  do  consider  ny 
to  be  one  not  free  fkom  dangerr  Mr.  Macgregor  ad8iJtted:it 
to  be  by  no  means  free  from  danger,. b»t  pioceaded  to  atate  the 
grounds  ivhich  justified  his  medical  attendaatf  in  indol^Big 
bopes  that  his-  Royal  Highness  mig^t  look  forwiodito  a  fiuiote- 
able  issue.  -   ;  - 

Mr.  M«egx^gor's  ansi^  produced  fardiec  qiMHtiokis,  aU  pat 
t(4|h  a  yiesr  to  obtain  poeitm  and  acourate  infonnflNliou  to  %»ilie 
extent  of  danger;  and  he  coiiolided  by  flianking  lli«  Macgtegor 
for  the  fair  manner  in  wbUk  he  bad  met  them,  aiad  by  «^yiag^ 
^l  luufw  now.whal;  I  wished  to  know,  and  I  shaU  be  aM«  to 
govern  myself  by  that  knowledge."  Duni^g  thia  whole  of  this 
eeiii^ersation,  Whidi  was  of  soitae  lenglh,  his  maon^  waa  finn 
and  collected,  though  very  serious ;  histoice  fuse  fnam  f^tntiasi : 
his  queMions  were  put  .quietly,  at  interv&ds^  as  if  wall  joansid^nd» 
by  a  man  who  was  d^ermined  to  asceiCaia  bis  own  aituatioA; 
and  his  \voids  wetfe  meaauied. 

He  afterwards  desiied  toe  to  repeat  what  Mri  Mttsgnegor  had 
mjl,  asr  I  undefslood  il,  thUI  he  might  be  satitfedlm  bfiAra$$, 
mistaken  hiapi*  I  did  so,  and  he  olw^E^ibalhealso.hesd  ip 
understood  him,  bu^  that  he  did  npt  9Mg^  from  k  tb^  hi^^tfl^ 
was  hopeless,  which  impression  I  cotifirmed.  He  e^ptefuwd  9P 
earnest  hope  that  the  gym^ifin  of  Um  diswder  wans  MtCpne^ 
ndly  known  Off  talM  ixf. 

I  have'  been  thus  pi^rtiaular  in  the  atataiieiNl  of  what  pfMed 
upon  these  three  occasions,  to  shew  how  aoXiiHis  hi^.Qijjnl 
Highness  wes  aOt  ta'be  kepti  if^.thailadK^w  £pacb»%  hofmet 
the  con^munkfttion  of  tho  emIaniQe  ef  dhnger».AAd.iabPiio,e)lii^ 
ahew  that  he  waa  e^  appeiaed  o£  hie  enlkal  atate*  f com  iOie 
oootemplatiea  pf  ^juoh  h^  at 'no  timd.sfar«Hk,  iMiottgh.M  WM 
at  all  times  anxious  to  conceal  from  the  genertility  of  those  whp 
apprqadiod  kigUf  tiNltlio  did  not  took  jprwarfd  with  wudimioighod 
confidence  to  a  favouAhle  issue. 
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.  On  the  foUowiBg  day,  Sundayy  the  27th  of  August,  his  Royal 
liighnesfl  again  spoke  to  me  very  quietly,  in  regard  to  his  situa- 
tion,  and  told  me  that  although  not  alarmed,  and  although  he 
had  heafd  nothing  that  should  shake  his  hopes  of  ultiiaate 
redote^y  he  could  not  conceal  from  hhnself  that  his  situation 
called  for  serious  contemplation.  Whatever  might  he  the  result, 
tjbm  muU  heJtime  finr  certain  arrangements  and  the  settlement 
of  his  afiiure,  hut  there  was  one  duty  he  did  wish  not  to  defier; 
he  felt,  indeed,  that  it  ought  not  to  he  deferred  until  it  should 
seem  to  be  imposed  by  a  oonviction  of  immediate  danger,  and 
resorted  to  when  hope  had  ceased  to  exist  He  had,  therefore, 
determined  to  take  the  Sacrament  upon  an  early  day,  and  to 
cequest  his  fiiend  the  Bishop  of  London  to  administer  it  to  him ; 
but  h^  was  anxious  that  this  should  not  be  known,  as  the  alarm 
would  be  sounded,  and  various  interpretations  would  be  put  upon 
an  act,  which  was  one-of  duty,  resorted  to  on  principie,  and  not 
jgrom  apfiff^ension  or  afiectation ;  he  therefore  direeled  me  to 
see  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  to  request  him  to  come,  to  htm 
on  the  following  Tuesday  at  twelve.  He  desired  that  I  would 
explain  to  him  his  desire  that  the  attendance  should  be  quiet, 
and  should  not  excite  observation ;  that  h^  wi^ed  the  service 
to  be  simfdy  that  of  the  Communion,  as  he  did  not  now  apply 
lo  him  for  his  attendanoe  as  upon  a  sick  person.  He  also 
dettied  me  to  be  present,  and  to  take  the  Sacrament  with 
him. 

He  told  me  that  he  had  well  considered  of  this  act.  He  was 
sure,  that,  under  any  drcumstanees,  it  would  tend  to  his  satis- 
faction, comfort,  and  relief,  and  that,  he  ought  not  to  post* 
pone  it. 

I  went  to  the.  Bishop  of  London  (at  FUham,)  who  received 
the  eommunieation  with  gieat  emotioni  and  spoke  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  exemplary  feeling  which  had  dictaled  his  Royal 
Highnesses  wish,  and  smd  that  he  would  come  quietly  to  Ailhi^- 
ton-street  on  Tuesday,  at  twdve,  withewi  rdm,  (as  upoBordtnaiy 
(Occasions,)  and  withoiltDOtiee  to  any  one^  and  I  engaged  to  h«fe 
all  prepared. 

3z 
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I  returfaed  to  Ailrngton-Btreet  to  iafdim  hblU>yBl  HigWtes, 
tfid  it  was  agreed  that  his  ttmoit,  Batchelor,  slKNikl  alone  ba 
apprized  of  the  ^toUioiiy  awi  that  I  shotdd  take  care  to  kaep 
/others  out  of  the  way.  His  Royal  Highness  again  said,  Aat  hft 
should  derive  great  comfort  from  thus  early  disdiaiging  his 
duty.  He  also  gave  me  instructions  to  dear  his  diaweia  m 
Audley-squaie  of  papers,  and  to  bring  them  away,  and  seal  up 
those  of  a  private  nature.  He  said  he  should  hy  degrees  look 
them  over,  and  attend  to  otiier  natters ;  but  repeatedly  assured 
me,  that  all  this  was  done  and  thought  of  widiout  any  appM»> 
faensionof  a  fatal  issue  of  his  border,  and  that  he  was  confident 

he  should  recover.  ' 

The  Princess  Sophia  (who  usually  came  every  day  at  two 
o'clock)  had  been  with  him,  and  I  asked  bun  whelher  she  waa 
aware  of  his  situation.  He  said  he  bdieved  not,  at  least  he  said 
nothing  to  alarm  her;  possibly,  however,  die  might  be,  to  a 
certain  extent,and  he  had^hereftne  said  nothing  to  undeceive  her. 

^Vhen  I  saw  Batchdor,  I  learnt  from  hkn,  (what  I  had  never 
premusly  known,)  that  his  Royal  Highness,  when  he  did  not  go 
to  tthusoh,  never  missed  devoting  some  time  to  his  ptay^s,  whidi 
he  read  to  himself,  in  general  eariy,  that  he  might  not  b^ 
disturbed,'  but  if  disturbed  in  the  morning,  fai  the  afternoon  or 
evening ;  and  ^et  when'  tmrdliiig  on  Sunday,  he  always  todk 
a  Bible  andiPrayeT'  Book  in  the  carriagie,  and  was  very  pal^^cu* 
lar  as  to  their  being  placed  within  his  immediate  reach ;  and 
tet  although  Jie  did  not  object  to  a  travelling  companion  on 
other  days,  nottung  annoyed  hte  mone  then  ady  «Me  proposilig 
to  be  his  companion  on  a  Simday; 

His  Royal  Highness  saw  Sir  Henry  Halford  on  ^at  day,  and 
questioned  him  very  closely  as  to  his  situation.  Sir  Henry  told 
sae  that  he  had  answered  his  questions  &irly,  and  that  he  had 
found  his  Roysi  Highness  in  an  exoeHent  stale  cf  mind,  and 
that  he  ooald  not  aoAeientfy  adnuM  the  resolution  and  com* 
poaure  with  which  he  soaght  for  information,  and  dwelt  upon 
thft  qaestien  of  danger.  He  observed,  that  there  was feo^tt*- 
culty  in  dealing  with  such  a  patient. 
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Boyal  HiglmesB  told  ifle  afterwards,  that  Sic  Henrj 
H[alford*8  coov^niatioii  had  oonfirmed  the  impiession  he  had 
ceceived  from  what  Mr.  Macgregor  had  Mid>  and  he  expressed 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  with  it* 

His  Royal  Highness  continued  in  good  spirits^  and  in  the 
same  ooitaposed  state  of  mind  on  the  28th  and  29th. 

On  the  latter  day  the  Bishop  of  Londcm  came  at  a  little  heibre 
twehre,  and  his  Royal  Hig^iess  was  alone  with  him  for  a  short 
time»  after  which  I  was  called  in,  and  his  Lordship  administered 
the  sacrasaent  to  us. 

'  Th^  Duke's  deportment  was  serious  as  became  the  oecasioB, 
but  firm  and  4^ite  free  from  agitation  He  did  net  appeal 
nervous  or  affected^  although  he  must  ha^e  pereeived  that 
iMither  the. Bishop  nor  I  was  free  from  either  feeling. 

The  Bishop  of  London  told  me  afterwaidsy  that  nothing  couh) 
be  mcxre  dorrect  and  satisfactory  than  all  his  Royal  Hig^knesiv 
had  said  to  him,  when  they  were  alone;  and  th%t  his  state  of 
mind  was  that  in  which  he  would  wish,  under  such  eireumstanees^ 
ta  find  that  of  any  person  in  iN4i06e  welfare  he  felt  interested. 

When  I  returned  to  the  Duke  of  York,  he  appeal  mone 
affected,  and  he  asvuied  me  that  he  feh  a  comfort  aad.relief 
which  he  could  not  describe,  and  that  whatever  might  be  die 
^sue  of  hifl  iUoesS)  be  had  done  what  he  ought  to  do^  That^he 
could  now  Intend  to  otiier  natters  withjncreaaed  composme. 

In  the  aftemboui  when  I  saw  him  again^  he  expressed  to  me 
iow  much  he  had  been  phased  with  the  Bishoprof  London's 
BAfId  and  eiEieoufagii:^  discowrse. 

lliat  he  had  stated  to  his  Lordship  unreservedly,  that  he 
knew  his  situation  to  be  a  very  setibus,  though'  he  trusted  not  a 
hopeVess  Ofie,  but  that  he  did  not  choose  to  postpcme  a  duty 
frhch  he  conceived  ought  to  be  perfonoed  while  he  yti»s  in  the 
CuU  possessioD  of  his  faculties,  which  might  yield  to  dlBeaiie 
soouer.than  he  was  ^wase  of.  That  he  hadt  in  the  cemseof  hS$ 
liffif  faced  death  in  vnrious  shapes,  and  wa»  now  doomed  to  view 
its  Q|if«coach  in  a  sloonr  and  lingeruig  foim«  That  be  did  noft 
deny,  that  he  should  resign  his  exiften^widi  se^iret^  thoqgk  he 
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fek  no  alarm ;  he  admitted  that  his  life  had  not  beaa  pOK^lkat 
there  had  been  much  in  his  course  he  wished  had  -been  oikeii> 
irise.  He  had  not  thought  so  seriously  on  somesablecta  as  hm 
might  have  done,  still  he  had  endeavoured  to  discharge  In 
public  duties  correctly.  He  had  forborne  from  B^uringior 
deceiving  any  one,  and  he  felt  in  peace  and  charity  'with  all. 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  hoped  he  might  look  with  ccm^ 
fidence  to  mercy,  through  Uie  merits  of  his  Redeemer,  aad  he 
had  appeared  to  him  (the  Bishop)  on  this  occasion,  not  only  to> 
receive  the  confession  of  his  unworthiness,  but  to  administer  thsd 
cdmfort  which  his  situation  required.  That  his  rehanoe  and  hts 
faith  in  the  Christian  religion  were  firm  and  decided,  and  that 
his  adherence  to  the  pure  doctrine  professed  and  establiAiMl  in 
Mb  country,  was  unshaken  as  it  had  ever  been,  lliat,  as  'he 
had  declared  these  sentiments  in  a  political  discussbn  of  die 
qifestion,  he  was  anxious  that  it  should  be  undentood,  and  thai 
the  Bishop  of  London  should  be  enabled  to  state  hereafter,  if  the 
occasion  should  call  for  it,  that  those  sentiments  were  not  pro* 
fessed  in  a  political  sense,  and  firom  prejudice  and  party  feelieg^ 
btit'Qiey  were  firmly  fixed  in  his  mind,  and  were  the  r^oltof 
due  consideration  and  conviction,  and  produced  by  %n  eamesfc 
iK)Kcftudel  fb)r  the  continued  V^elfare  of  his  country. 

After  saying  this,  his  Royal  Highness  told  mis  that  he  ftdt  ^my 
comfbrtkble,  and  diat  if  at  should  please  God  to  reMore  hiaiVifi 
health,  he  was  sure  he  ^ould  be  a  better  man  ever  aftbr.^  '  ^ 
considered  this  trial  as  a  mercy,  for  which  he  ought  't»  ftel 
grateful;  it  afforded  him  time  for  serious  reflectioii>,'  «ad- he 
trusted  the  time  would  not  be  ill  applii^.  He  thesi  entered  into 
some  questions  of  military  buiimess  with  greM  odni|iosilie.-         * 

His  Royal  Highness  underwent  the  operatSbh  oC  tapping'  on 
the  afternoon  of  tiie  3d  of  September.  It  w(bs  perfoRncd  b^ 
Mr.  Macgregor,  and  it  Was  borne  by  hiK  Royal  HighMsi  MnA 
the  same  resolution  and  quiet  composure  whieh  had  marfasil  Mb 
conduct  under  every  Mage  of  his  illness.  Colonel  Stephenson  uM 
!  tew  him'  soon  aft^.  We  fduikd  him  a  Utile  exhausted^  hm 
cheerful,  tod  quite  ffee  from  nerrous  agitation. 
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About  tUs  period,  he  recetved  the  commufiicatioQ  of  the 
iklH  of  Sit  Hany  Calvert,  by  which  he  was  much  aflfected, 
and  he'obsenred  that  he  had  deeply  to  deplore  the  lose  of  an 
qM  and  attached  friend,  and  a  religious  and  good  man. 
'■  For  some  days  after  the  operation,  he  w$»  very  weak,  and  his 
left  leg.  was  in  a  state  which  occasioBed  serious  uneasiness,  nor 
was  the-  i^pearance  of  the  other  leg  satislactory.  On  the  10th, 
ha  eiBamined  the  contents  of  some  private  boces,  and  desired 
Aat  they  might  be  left  in  his  room,  but  considered  as  consigned 
ta  my  charge.  His  situation  gave  his  medical  attendants 
serious  uneasmessy  and  his  Royal  Highness  was  perfectly  sensi- 
Ue  of  it,  nor  ilideed  did  I  disguise  it  ftom  him,  when  he 
questioned  me. 

'  Between  the  12tfa  and  the  18th,  his  Royal  Highness  gained 
strength,  and  his  appetite  and  sleep  improved,  but  the  stat^  of 
his  legscdntinued  unsatis&ctory.  On  the  19th,  he  b^gan  ^(gaui 
to  take  bis  airings,  but  the  improvement  had.  not  been  sucfi  aa 
ta;indueehis  medical  attendants  to  consider  his  state  otbermat^ 
thaa  very  critical.  He  continued  to  take  daily  airings  until 
the  16tb  of  Octob^.  During  this  interval,  he  ndljed  occasn 
siomlly,  and  his  general  health  ai^ared,  at  times,  Xp  ba 
improving,  notwithstanding  the  state  of  the. legsy  which, becane 
gradually  more  unsattsfectory,  andoftep  occasioned  exoniciating 
pain  thveug^ut  great  part  of  the  day.  His  Royal  Highness 
tequently  spoke  to  me  of  his  own  situation  and  feeliiigs,  more 
aspeoially  on  the  22d  of  September}  when  he  told  me  he  did  his 
best  to  subaiit.!irith  pajkieaca  and  resignation:-  tkat  he  tried  to 
teepuphis  8pirita;<he  met  his*  friends  cfaeerfully,  endeavoured 
to  go  correctly ithreugh  what  he  had*  to  do,  and  to  occv^y  him- 
self at  other  times  with,  readiog;  'but  whqn  left  JLo  his  own 
Ihon^tsy  when,  he  went  to  ^d.and  lay  awake,  the  situation  was 
net  agBseaUe  ;.the  omlemflation  of.  one's  end,  not  to  be  ^o|et 
at  onoe,  nor  within  a  shoit  given  period,  but  protract^  possibly 
ifor  mopMths,  required  a  struggle,  and  tried  tone's  j3esoliition*<  But, 
rafter  all,  he  did  npt  know,  that  he  regretted  it,  o^  that  I^ie  ^g^t- 
ted  that  time  was  given  to  .him.ivhiGhihpd  tusned  bis  nwd  to 
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tenons  leflectioui  and  which  he  ^ras  certain  had  be«n  yevy  iMOe- 
fk:ial  to  hun.  If  it  should  (dease  God  that  he  should  leoofei^ 
he  would  become  a  better  man;  if  he  did  not  recovery  he  wonU 
have  to  thank  God  for  the  time  afibided  for  leflectioD. 

I  have  noticed  what  passed  on  this  day,  to  shew  that  Us 
feelings  had  undergone  no  diange. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  Mr.  Macgiegor  desifed  tlMt  I  shoaU 
convey  to  his' Royal  Highness  hiawish  that  he  would,  allow  hina 
to  call  in  Sir  Astley  Cooper;  that  I  would  state  that  he  hadno 
reason  to  doubt  his  Royal  Highness's  confidence,  but  ttiat  a 
heavy  responsibility  was  thrown  upon  him,  and  that  it  mi|^|  ba 
satisfactory  to  his  Royal  Hi^^mtss :  it  doubtless  would  be  to 
himself  to  resort  to  further  aid  and  advice,  as  the  state  of  tba 
1^  had  unfortunately  formed  so  prominent  a  featore  of  the 
case ;  at  the  same  time  he  was  persuaded  that  Sir  Aslky  Ooopet 
would  concur  in  all  that  he  had  done.  When  I  mentioned  it  to 
his  Royal  Highness,  he  objected,  and  assured  me  that  he  waa 
perfectly  satisfied  with  Mr.  Mai^regor^s  skill  and  attention,  and 
that  he  would  not,  upon  any  account,  appear,  to  shew  a  doubt 
wbidi  he  had  never  felt,  nor  hurt  Bftr.  Macgiegor*s  feelings,  i 
assured  him  that  Mr.  Mai^regor  was  perfectly  sensible  of  thiat 
but  that  he  owed  it  to  his  own  feefings,  and  to  his  character  aa 
a  professional  man,  to  make  this  request.  His.  Royal  Highnfaa 
Iben  objected  to  the  effect  it  might  produce  upon  the  pnblic,  to 
its  getting  into  die  naw^iapen,  &c.  I  observed  that  messuiaa 
might  be  taken  to  prevent  this,  and  he  finaBy  agrned  to  Mr« 
Macgregor  speaking  to  Sir  H«  Halfoid,  and  settling  it  with  bin. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  attended  according^  on  the  17th,  and  oqih 
tinned  to  do  so  during  the  remainder  of  his  Royal  Highnosa'Sa 
illness.  Notwithstanding  every  piecautioa,  it  was  imposaiUe  to 
prevent  it  being  soon  noticed  in  the  papers,  and  when  his  Royal 
Highness  learnt  this,  he  observed,  that  his  chief  motive  far  wisk* 
ing  it  concealed  ^iras,  the  i^prehension  that  it  mif^  eadto 
unnecessary  alarm,  wluch,  as  connected  with  his  station  and 
situation,  might  embarrass  the  Govemmmt,  and  possiUy  influenoa 
the  puUic  funds.    It.  coukl  nU  afiact  him  p^raooally* 
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'  Hk  lUfyttl  lUghneas's  state  flttctaated  again  between  thtft 
fmoA  and  liie  Cth  of  NoyeinbeT^  when  diere  was  a  marked 
hnprofremefkt  in  the  conditi<ni  of  the  legs,  which  continued 
nntil  the  SOth,  when  they  again  assumed  an  unfavourable 
ttfipearaBcey  wliidi  was  the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  his  Royal 
Higfaness's  strength  and  constitutional  powers  had  been  giving 
Way,  hia  appetite  and  kleep  began  to  fail,  and  the  increasing 
•vil  was  therefore  to  be  met  by*  impaired  resource. 

Towards  the,  beginning  of  December  his  Royal  Highness 
again  rallied,  so  fkr  as  tite  legs  were  concerned,  but  his  frame 
and  his  constitution  had  evidently  become  weaker,  and  his 
Royal  Highness  himself  expressed  his  apprehensions  diat  Us 
strength  would  not  carry  him  through  the  protracted  struggle. 

Between  ^  8th  ahd  17th  of  December  there  was  again  a 
SHisilile  improvement  in  the  legs,  which  might  have  raised 
the  hopes  of  his  Royal  Higlmess's  attendants,  if  the  return 
of  strength  had  kept  paoe  with  it;  but  he  wai  visibly  losing 
stieng^  and  substance,  and  on  the  SOth  the  legs  i^esumed 
the  appearance  of  mortification  to  an  alarming  'extent,  and 
the  medical  attendants  agreed  that  hn  situation  had  become 
very  critical. 

Their  apprehensions  wen  still  farther  excited  on  the  S2ndt 
liii  appetite  had  totally  lyied  him,  and  other  symptoms  were 
equally  unfavourable.  Still  he  kept  up  his  spirits,  and  akhoo^ 
iby  IsAguage  was  any  thing  but  enoouraging,  he  appmgred  to 
fmA  sailgaine  Af  recovery*  This  impression  was  not  justified 
by  the  optttvon  '«f  the  medieal  attendahts,  and  I  became  very 
amtibus  Aat  his  Royal  Highness  should- be  ihade  aware  of  the 
laoreaaed  danger*  of  his  sltnatiott.  I  urged  tliis  p<^t  inih  Sir 
Henry  HaHbrd  and  Sir  Aetiey  Cooper;  assured  them  that  they 
mistook  his  Royal  Highness's  character,  if  they  apprehended 
any  91  eflfect  from  the  disclosure,  and  represented  that  it  was 
dne  to  his  character,  and  to  his  wish,  to  disdiaxge  the  duties 
whieh  he  stHl  had  to  perform,  in  the  course  oT  die  day  Oktif 
yielded  to  my  representations,  and  authorised  me  to  avail 
myself  of  any  openbg  whk)h  his  Royal  Highness  might  giVe 
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ine,  to  make  him  i^siisible  of  the  incieaaed  aiudeCy  and  ahnn 
which  I  had  obierved  in  his  j^yncians.  I  was  to  use  my 
discretion  as  to  the  mode,  the  natiire,  and  the  extent .  d  the 
disclosure ;  it  would  probably  produce  reference  to  them»  and 
ibey  would  then  confirm  the  impression  conveyed  by  me. 

I  saw  his  Royal  Highness  at  five  o'clock^  when  I  took  my 
official  papers  to  him.  He  gave  me  the  desired  opportonity 
atonce^  by  asking  what  the  doctors  said  of  him.  His  servant 
being,  in  the  room,  I  gave  no  immediate  answer,  and  he 
waited  quietly  until  he  had  left  the  room,  and  then  repealed 
the  question. 

I  spoke  to  him  as  had  been  agreed  with  Sir  Hemry  Halfanlt 
adding  that  my  o^u  anxiety,  and  ,the  uneasiness  I  had  already 
expressed  to  him,  had  led  me  to  watch  the  physiciansy  and  to 
endeavour  to  extract  from  them  what  their  real  <^inion  was, 
but  that  they  were  cautions,  and  were  evidently.  unwUliog  to 
authorize  me  to  express  their  alarm.  I  could  not,  however, 
forget  his  Royal  Higfaness's  appeal  to  me  in  Audky-equare, 
nor  the  pledge  I  had  given  him ;  that  I  knew  his  Royal 
Highness  did  not  wish  to  be  taken  by  surprise ;  and  theiefora 
I  considered  it  my  duty  to  disclose  to  hha  the  uneasiness  I  felt. 
He  list^ed  with  composure,  and  without  betraying  any 
agitatkm;  but  asked  me  whether  the  danger  was  immediate, 
whether  it  was  a  question  of  ^yi  ? 

I  repeated,  that  I  was  not  authorised  to  say  so,  and  I 
trusted  it  was  not.  •  He  said^ — ''God's  will  be  done;  I  am 
not  afraid  of  dying,  I  trust  I  have  done  my  duty(  I  haw 
endeavoured  to  do  so.  I  know  that  my  faults  have  been 
many,  but  God  is  merdfiil;  his  ways  are  inscrutable;  I  bow 
with  submission  to  his  will  I  have  at  least  not  to  repnadi 
myself  with  not  having  done  all  I  could  to  avert  this  erisia : 
but  I  own  it  has  come  upon  me  by  surprise.  I  knew  that  my 
case  had  not  ceased  to  be  fiee  firom  danger;  I  have  always 
been  tddso,  but  I  did  not  suspect  iamMdiaie  danger,  and, 
had  I  been  a  timid  or  a  nervous  man,  the  eflGact  might  hava 
been  trying,     t  trust  I  have  received  this  eommanicatioa  with 
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beeofliiflg  reeolwtidD;*'  I  ofeeerted^  diat  I  had  not  for  many 
4^^  'liMii  hit  Royiil  HiglitiMs  more  Iree  ftom.nervoiit  agitatioDi 
and  that  I  bad  not  been  disappointed  in  my  expedaitiony  that 
he  mould  bear  thia  eommmiication  aa  he  did  that  which  I 
had  been  called  upon  to  malse  to  him  at  Brighftoo.-  He 
detimd  me  to  feel  hia  paUa,  irhich  waa  iom,  b«t  eren 
«ad  iteady. 

i'  He  then  put  Tarioaa  queatkma  to  me,  irilli  a  view  to  aaeeptain 
the  ca«8ea  of  what  he  ooaakleved  so  tfvddon  a  chan^  in  hia 
atalle.  I  aocoimted  €m  it,  by  what  I  had  leanit  horn  the 
physicians,  and  ended  by  repeating  that  I  had  felt  k  my 
duty,  howeter  paiBM,  to  apeak  out.  Ha  thanked  me,  gave 
me  hia  hand,  fAd  said,  i  had  acted  as  I  ought,  and  as  he 
0Kpecledv  bat  he  pneased  ne  again  to  state  ^'wkat  was  th0 
eKIsnt  of  Ae  danger,  and  >«i^ether  immBdimte  ?'*  I  Bepeated» 
that  I  had  been  asenred  ^t  it  waa  not  laMuedia^  ^  Whether 
hia  «ase  was  n^tbovt  hope  of  veeovery?^  I  gaw  fio  decided 
answer,  but  said,  that  I  could  not  extract  from  the  physieiana 
wf  ^tttive  opiiMon^  but  that  theh*  language  waa  not  enoou* 
ta^mg^  He  said,  ''I  uaderstaad  yout  I  nay  go  on  £ar  pi 
ahdct  lime,  b«t  may  end  rapidly  s  GM'a  will  ba  diMae,  I  tm 
TCsignad.''  He  than  called  for  hia  official  {Nipers,  aad  tran»» 
acted  hia  busineas  with  compoauva  and  his  usual  jftltealikin. 
He  aA^nrward  resumed  the  previous  paiafnd  subjeet  i  spoke 
lo  'him  about  hia  pfwale  papen,  aad  ha  ooofinned  some  of 
ika  diraoiiooa  pfeviously  giAwn  to  aae  upon  that  subject.  He 
4lien  spoka  most  ifindly,  took  me  again  by  the  iiand,  and  saki, 
''Thank  you,  God  bleui  you.''  f  had  hitherto  suc(«ie4ed  m 
ooBtrolling  my  laelbigs,  knk  I  could  do  ao  no  loagart  and  I 
tell  die  vaora. 

I  leanit  hem  his  aei>fMt  Batohaior,  that  after  I  left  his 
Royal  Highness,  he  had  desired  him  to  coUaot  and  p^y  some 
amoll  biUa;  that  ha  began  to  wiite  aome  memoranda^  ai^ 
sfppeiUBd  very  aelkms,  bat  quite  (rea  f«tm  agitation..  His 
iiio^l  Higlmesa  afterwards  had  some  serious  copversation 
with  Sir  Henry  Halford;    who   did  not    disguise    (KQtfi   hiaa 
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the  uneasine^  he  felt,  but  did  not  admit  that  his  case  had 
become  hopeless.  He  had  found  him  perfectly  cafan  and 
composed. 

His  Royal  Highness  secit  for  me  again,  and  repeated  to  me 
very  correctly  what  Sir  Henry  Halford  had  said  to  him ;  he 
afterwards  saw  Ck)lonel  Stephenson,  who  told  me  that  he  had 
conversed  with  him  very  quietly  upon  indiiFerent  subjects,  and 
that,  from  his  manner,  he  could  not  have  suspected  that  any 
thing  could  have  occurred  to  disturb  Aim.. 

He  passed  a  good  night,  and  appeared  better  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  He. saw  the  adjutant^general  and  quarter-master- 
general  early,  and  gave  his  directions  to  them  with  his  usual 
accuracy.  I  saw  him  soon  after,  and  he  told  me  that  iie  had 
passed  a  good  night,  had  rather  more  appetite,  and  was  more 
free  from  pain ;  that  this  was  satisfactory  for  the  moment,  but 
whether  of  any  ultimate  avail,  a  higher  Power  would  decide. 

The  physicians  told  me  there  was  no  improvement  in  his 
situation. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  I  submitted  to  him  the  official 
papers,  and  took  his  ples^ure  upon  some  general  military 
arrangements,  into  which  he  entered  with  interest ;  but  in  the 
afternoon  he  became  very  languid  and  nervous,  though  he 
rallied  again  towards  the  evoung. 

On  the  following  day,  the  24th  of  December,  he  appeared 
better,  and  in  good  spirits,  though  incapable  of  much  exertion. 

On  the  25th  he  was  weaker,  having  had  a  very  indifferent 
night.  He  saw  the  Duke  of  Wellington  early  in  the  day. 
The  physicians  told  me,  that  his  Royal  Highnesses  state  was 
becoming  daily  more  critical,  and  that  it  was  desirable  that  I 
should  avail  myself  of  any  opportunity  which  might  offer,  of 
drawing  his  Royal  Highnesses  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
settling  his  affairs.  I  embraced  it  that  very  day,  and  pro- 
posed to  him  to  send  fqr  his  solicitor,  Mr.  Parkinson,  to 
which  he  agreed,  and  I  appointed  him  at  ten  o'clock  on  the 
following  day ;  he  afterwards  went  through  his  official  business 
very  quietly. 
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His  Royal  Highness  saw  Mr.  Parkinson  on  the  26th,  and  signed 
his  will,  after  which  he  shook  hands  with  him,  as  if  taking  final 
leave  of  him.  He  afterwards  saw  the  Bishop  of  London,  who 
had  at  all  times  free  admission  to  his  Royal  Highness^  and  had 
had  frequent  conversations  with  him  in  the  course  of  his  illness ; 
and  the  result  of  this  interview  was,  that  his  Royal  Highness 
should  take  the  sacrament  on  the  28th,  which  his  Royal  Highness 
mentioned  to  me  afterwards,  adding,  that  he  meant  to  ask  the 
Princess  Sophia  to  take  it  with  him.  I  saw  him  again  in  the 
evening,  and  he  appeared  very  cheerful.  On  the  27th  he  ap- 
peared better  eariy  in  the  day,  but  became  more  weak  and  lan- 
guid afterwards.  He  saw  Mr.  Peel,  who  told  me  he  had  been 
much  shocked  by  his  Royal  Highness's  altered  appearance.  The 
Duke,  however,  spoke  to  me  of  himself  in  a  more  sanguine  tone 
than  usual. 

His  Majesty  came  to  his  Ro]^  Highness  in  the  afternoon,  and 
found  him  very  weak  and  languid,  but  he  rallied  in  the  evening, 
and  looked  over  his- official  papers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  his  Royal  Highness  appeared  very 
weak,  and  had  some  attacks  of  nervous  faintness;  which,  together 
with  other  unfavourable  symptoms,  satisfied  the  physicians  that 
the  danger  was  becoming  more  imminent  The  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don came  at  twelve,  and  desired  that  three  persons  should  assist 
at  the  holy  ceremony;  and  proposed  that  Sir  Henry  Halford  and 
I  should  be  added  to  the  Princess  Sophia,  which  was  mentioned 
to  his  Royal  Highness,  who  readily  agreed.  Upon  this  occasion 
he  came  publicly,  and  put  on  his  robes;  his  Royal  Highness  was 
quite  composed,  and  nothing  could  exceed  his  pious  attention 
and  calm  devotion  throughout  the  solemn  ceremony.  He  re- 
peated the  prayers,  and  made  the  responses,  in  a  firm  voice. 
Part  of  the  prayers  for  the  sick  were  read;  but  the  service  was, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Sir  Henry  Halford,  the  short  service.  The 
Bishop  was  very  much  affected,  particularly  when  pronouncing 
the  concluding  blessing.  The  Princess  Sophia  supported  herself 
wonderfully  throughout  the  trying  scene,  and  the  Duke  was 
c^uite  free  from  agitation.     After  the  service  was  over,  he  kissed 
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hifl  siater,  and  shook  hands  uoet  aftolkMiAtdy  with  the  Biabop, 
Sir  Heary  Halford^  aad  vm,  thaakiBg  ui^  as  if  takinf^  leave  of  att. 

^i9  Royal  HighneM  seiit  for  nnie  a^aid  in  the  aftertiOOD»  and 
Went  through  dome  bfiicial  busineMy  to  whidi  he  appeared  quite 
equal.  Hd  expressed  gr^at  satisfactioii  at  having  takeii  the 
sacraanettt^  and  told  ide  that  the  PrulcesA  Sophia  had  stayed 
with  hiAi,  and  home  tip  to  the  last  moment  He  then  Aaked 
me  whether  his  physicians  thought  much  wotse  of  him ;  he  leaily 
felt  better*  I  repliedi  they  considered  his  situation  as  having  be- 
come more  doubtful  thaa  it  bad  been^  but  that  they  had  not  at 
any  time  Authorized  me  to  ^ay  his  case  was  hopeleBS.  He  ob- 
served that  he  thought  it  was  Wrong  to  abandon  hope,  or  to  de- 
spair, but)  setting  aside  that  feelihgt  he  was  resigned  to  Qod^ 
will.  He  asked  whetbsir  I  had  imy  tnoie  papers  requtrihg  6oIk 
sideration,  as  he  felt  quite  as  equal  to  business  as  he  had  beea 
for  two  or  three  months  pdst,  and  he  wished  none  to  be  inter- 
rupted  or  snspeftdidd. 

He  afterwards  saw  Mr.  GreviUe,  who  found  him  ve^  cheeifuL 

He  sent  for  roe  agtin  belweeli  eight  and  nine,  and  I  stayed 
with  him  aiktil  ten.  He  appealed  weak  and  uacbmfortlMe^ 
though  not  pOsitivtely  in  pain.  At  ten^  he  laid  he  diould  like  to 
go  to  bed,  but  the  Usual  hoUr  hltd  not  arrived^  and  he  woidd  wait 
for  Bir  Heury  Halford.  I  peiftulided  hiin  to  go  to  bed  at  ono6 
This  was  the  first  night  that  he  had  anticipated  the  uiual  hour, 
and  the  medieol  attendants  ascribed  it  to  increasing  wisakness, 
against  whioh  he  had  hitherto  contended.  All  agit^ed  tlMit  he 
might  linger  on  a  few  days,  unless  an  attack  of  nervous  Mntness 
should  carry  him  off  suddenly. 

On  the  following  day,  the  29th,  his  Royal  Highness^  after  piao 
ing  a  tolerable  night,  appeared  better.  He  had  taken  some 
nourishment,  and  his  pulse  was  steady.  He  sent  forme  soon 
after  ten,  and  spdce  very  serioosly  of  his  situation,  but  withont 
alarm  or  agitation.  He  appeared  very  desirotts  of  extracting 
very  direct  and  unreserved  answers;  often  fixed  his  eye  upon 
me,  as  if  to  search  my  thoughts^  and  made  me  change  my  posi* 
tion,  that  he  might  see  me  better.     I  appeared  not  to  notice  this, 
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but  \uft  np  tbe  conVeitiitioa  for  wn  bour  aod  a  half^  on  ▼arious 
sobjecto  of  bUakiea^  &<%  This  tfu^ceeded,  and  be  gradually  be* 
came  more  at  hia  ease.  He  was  qaite  equal  to  any  exertion  of 
mind.  Whea  Sir  H.  Halford  Came^  he  announced  to  bis  Roj^id 
Highness  the  King's  intention  to  pay  him  a  visit  on  that  day^  and 
bis  Royal  Highness  dressed  and  shaved  himself  which  he  had 
not  been  aUe  to  do  on  the  preaeding  day. 

The  phyaiciaas  told  me  that  the  state  of  the  legs  had  beeomis 
more  unfavouraUe^  His  Royal  Harness  saw  the  Adjutant- 
Geneial  and  Quafter-Master-Generalf  and  tnasacted  businesfl 
with  them  as  ^ual. 

His  Majesty  cariae  at  two,  and  stayed  an  hour  with  hk  Royal 
Highness.  His  Majesty  thought  hika  looking  belter  and  stronger 
than  on  the  37th,  but  this  was  the  last  lime  he  saw  him,  his 
Majesty's  own  indisposition  harin^J^sappcHnted  his  anaioas  wish 
to  have  come  again  to  him. 

His  Royal  Highness  sent  for  me  et  five>  and  went  through  his 
usual  offieial  biisiness  with  me,  after  which  he  appeared  tked 
and  exhausted,  and,  indeed,  he  had  previoualy  retired  to.  his  bed-* 
room. 

He  tfterwards  saw  Cotonel  Ste]^iensoii|  who  found  him  in  the 
same  weak  and  exhausted  state. 

Towards  nine  he  sent  for  me  again,  and  I  fomid  him  much 
oppressed^  and  breathing  short,*and  in  genend  nnaUe  to  nmse 
himself.  He  dismissed  me  after  a  short  tim<^  wishing  me  a  good 
night,  but  between  ten  and  eleven  he  sent  for  me  agjein;  I  fomd 
him  dozing,  and  when  he  roused  himself  he  complained  of  inward 
pain,  asked  me  how  late  I  should  stay  in  the  house,  (he  was  not 
aware  that  I  had  slept  in  it  for  several  nights^)  and  again  wished 
me  good  ntght 

He  called  for  Sir  H.  HaUord,  Mr.  MacgregOT)  and.Mr.  Simp- 
son, repeatedly  in  the  same  maaaeriand  after  wishing  them  good 
■i^t*  Some  time  after«  he  agam  sent  for  Mr.  Macgiegor,  who 
found  him  in  one  of  his  attacks  of  nervous  faintness.  Mr.  Mac- 
giegor  gave  him  some  laudanum^  anc  after  some  time  he  became 
more  composed,  and  fell  e^eep. 
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I  learnt  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  from  Mr.  Macgregor, 
that  his  Royal  Highness  had  had  some  sleep  at  intervals,  bat 
that  he  appeared  much  weaker,  and  that  there  were  other  indi- 
cations of  increasing  danger.  His  Royal  Highness  had  deter- 
mined not  to  quit  his  bed-room. 

He  sent  for  me  at  half-past  ten,  and  I  remained  with  him  for 
more  than  an  hour,  until  Sir  H.  Halford  came.  I  was  extremdy 
shocked  at  the  extraordinary  change  which  had  taken  place  in 
one  night,  or  rather  since  the  preceding  morning  at  the  same 
hour.  He  appeared  extremely  feeble,  and  under  great  uneasiness 
from  pain,  but  otherwise  composed ;  and  although  suffering  so 
much,  he  uttered  no  complaint*  He  asked  me  when  I  liad 
come,  and  I  told  him  I  had  slept  in  the  house.  He  dkl  not 
seem  surprised  or  displeased,  but  said  he  concluded  that  he  was 
considered  much  worse,  for  Mr.  Macgr^;or  had  been  three  times 
to  see  him  in  the  night,  but  that  he  fdt  quite  equal  to  business- 
I,  therefore,  brought  forward  a  few  subjects,  and  received  his 
▼ery  clear  instructions,  though  his  voice  had  become  so  feeble 
that  I  could  with  difficulty  hear  him. 

His  Royal  Highness  saw  the  Dukes  of  Claroice  and  Sussex, 
and  Sir  W.  Knighton,  who  was  going  to  Windsor,  and  through 
whom  he  sent  an  affectionate  message  to  the  King.  To  the 
Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Sussex  he  spoke  cheerfully  on  the  state 
of  Portugal,  and  other  matters  of  public  interest  The  Piincess 
Sophia  was  also  with  him  for  a  considerable  time. 

Between  nme  and  ten  he  expressed  a  wish  to  see  Colonel 
Stephenson  and  me,  and  we  went  to  hhn,  but  he  sakl  little,  and 
wished  us  good  night. 

He  passed  a  restless  night,  and  appeared  much  weaker  on  the 
following  mommg,  (the  31st  Dec.)  but  continued  perfectly  sen- 
sible, took  nourishment  when  offered  to  him,  but  shewed  no 
inclination  to  speak,  unless  spoken  to.  His  medical  attendants 
apprehended,  from  the  increased  weakness,  the  rapid  approach 
of  dissolution.  I  went  to  him  by  desire  of  the  physicians  between 
one  and  two.  He  took  my  hand,  and  received  me  most  kindly. 
He  said,  ^*  Here  I  am ;  I  feel  weaker,  but  not  worse,  and  I  do 
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not  suffer  pain."  He  moved  his  lips  occasionally,  bat  I  could  not 
distinguish  what  he  said ;  he  appeared  quite  sensible,  very  com- 
posed, and  twice  looked  at  me,  the  first  time  seriously,  the  second 
time  with  a  placid,  almost  a  cheerful  smile ;  and  I  came  away 
perfectly  satisfied  that  his  mind  was  free  from  anxiety  and  unea- 
siness. The  Princess  Sophia  came  in,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  roused  himself  when  she  was  announced,  was  very  striking. 
Her  Royal  Highness  staid  with  him  about  twenty  minutes.  He 
continued  very  quiet  throughout  the  rest  of  the  day;  and  at 
half^past  seven  desired  Sir  A.  Cooper,  who  was  goii^  to  Wind- 
sor, to  give  his  affectionate  duty  to  the  King,  and  to  tell  him  he 
was  very  comfortaUe. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  I  learnt  that  his  Royal  Highness  had 
passed  a  very  quiet  night,  with  four  hours'  good  sleep,  and  that 
no  material  change  had  taken  place  in  his  state ;  that  he  con- 
tinued perfectly  sensible,  took  sufficient  nourishment,  and  spoke 
whenever  roused ;  nor  were  the  legs  in  a  worse  state ;  on  the 
contrary,  their  appearance  had  become  more  favourable. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  physicians  thought  he  might  linger  on 
longer  than  they  had  expected,  such  was  the  CKtraordinary 
resistance  which  his  oonstitution  opposed  to  the  progress  of  the 
disease.  The  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Sussex  again  saw  him 
and  he  received  them  affectionately,  but  did  not  speak,  and  they 
left  him  immediately.  The  Princess  Sophia  then  went  to  him : 
he  kissed  her,  and  said—''  God  bless  you,  my  dear  love— to- 
morrow, to-morrow,**  and  she  left  him.  He  continued  in  the 
same  quiet  and  composed  state  throughout  the  day,  and  occa- 
sionally told  his  medical  attendants  that  he  felt  no  pain,  and  was 
very  comfortable.    I  did  not  see  him. 

The  report  on  the  following  morning,  the  2d  of  January,  was, 
that  the  night  had  been  quiet,  and  that  he  continued  free  from 
pain,  and  perfectly  sensible,  though  he  seldom  spoke.  Soon 
after  nine  he  had  a  shivering  attack,  which  was  very  alanning, 
and  his  pulse  was  hardly  perceptible,  but  he  rallied.  He  had 
been  moved  nearer  to  the  window,  was  quite  himself,  and  asked 
whether  the  day  was  not  a  fiost,  which  was  the  case.   He  became 
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slightly  delirioud  at  dO  miniit^  past  one,  and  other  symptMas 
Kad  become  more  alanqing.  Stitl  be  wasquite  sensible  «t  inlcff- 
valfi.  The  Prineess  Sophia  was  vnth  him  for  a  short  time,  ao^ 
be  knew  her. 

The  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Sussex,  who  came  in  the  aller- 
noon,  did  not  see  him.  His  Royal  Highness  oontiniied  neaily 
in  ike  same  state,  except  that  his  pulse  had  been  gndnaUy 
lowering,  and  his  brealliiag  becoming  very  short,  and  his  8itD»- 
tioB  appeared  so  critical,  that  I  and  other  attendants  in  die 
bouse  determined  not  to  take  off  our  dothes.  Ihe  street 
crowded  with  people  tbronghont  the  day,  sot  i^paiendy 
bled  from  curiosity,  but  from  anxiety,  extremely  qmet,  and  hardly 
speaking,  except  to  inquire,  in  a  subdued  voiee,  what  was  the 
state  of  his  Royal  Highness. 

I  learnt  at  six  on  the  following  morning,  (the  3d,)  from 
Mr.  Maogvegor,  that,  notwithstanding  a  msdess  and  uacomfeit- 
«Ale  night,  his  Royal  Highness  had  raiUed,  and  appeared  tlMn 
stronger,  more  indiaed  to  talk,  a»d  to  take  qouriskment,  Umoi 
lie  bad  been  on  the  preceding  day,  and  liiat  it  was  impossQile  to 
caksulale  when  the  crisis  would  arrire.  His  puke  had  also 
tiecome  more  steady.  TKeodher  medical  attendants  oonfinaed 
lliis  at  a  late  hour,  and  obser^,  that  hts  Ro]!*!  HigkaesA 
esteaetdinary  powers  of  coBStituyon  and  tenacity  of  Itfe  defied 
att  'Caieulalion.  The  Prmeess  Sophia  being  unwdH,  coukl  «0t 
Gome  -Ms  day;  the  IKikes  :of  Clarence  and  Sussex  eame  at  twehre, 
and  stayed  until  she,  but  did  not  see  ifaek  broUier. 

Sir  HmUam  Kttighton,  lumng  oome  fnm  Windsor,  and  keiag 
fMuned  to  his  Royal  Hif^ess,  he  desired  to  see  him,  that  ke 
might  inquire  after  the  King,  and  vequested  kkn  to  assure  his 
Majesty  of  his  afiectioaate  duty. 

Towards  the  evening  his  Royal  Higkaets  i^wed  symptsaM 
«f  streng&y  and  the  physiciaas  reported  to  his  If^esty  that  he 
continued  in  tke  same  state,  without  appearaaee  of  immediaie 
dissolution,  but  wfthout  hope.  Between  tea  and  tmtife  he  was 
iwry  quiet,  and  inclined  to  sleep. 

The  assemblage  of  people  in  Artingtoa-stiieet  was  tke  same  as 
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•B  the  preoedmg  day;  then  was  the  iane  propiiaty  of  cob- 
dad,  the  taiae  maaifeacaiicMi  of  aflectioaate  mteieit,  fxae  ftoui 
eunoerty. 

Hie  Royal  HighneM  paMed  a  Tcvy  mtleM  aiglit,  with  oeea- 
nonal  attads  of  famtaeta  and  ipesm.  Hie  breatbiat  had  he- 
oome  moie  difficult,  bit  ptdee  auire  feeble  and  imgular,  bat  yet 
these  weia  no  symptoms  of  rapidly  appioaching  dissofaitioa. 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  had  sat  up  with  hiai,  to  relieve  Mr.  Macgxegor; 
and  when  the  latter  west  to  his  Royal  Hif^mess,  be  desired  hia» 
to  thank  him,  and  say  he  was  very  kind* 

Shofftly  after  he  saw  some  one  near  hint,  and  Mr.  Madgreger 
told  him  it  was  Mr.  Simpson ;  and  his  Roysl  Highness  said^ 
<<  Mr.  Simpson  is  a  good  man."  He  took  some  shg^  noarUh- 
ment  oocasionally,  and  towards  ten  o'doqk  he  had  a  serioaa 
sttadL  of  faintness,  daring  wUeh  his  poise  was  hardly  pseoeptaUe^ 
hot  he  rallied  again.  Sir  Wnu  Knighton  saw  his  Roya^  Highnees^ 
but  he  did  not  speak  ta  him. 

Betwam  one  and  two,  Mr.  Macgregor  came  to  tell  me  that 
his  Royal  Highness  had  named  me  frequently,  and  at  last  made 
them  aaderstand  that  he  wished  to  see  me.  I  immediatdy  went 
So  him.  I  found  him  dmadfaUy  changed,  very  fiseUe,  much 
oppressed,  and  evideaSly  ifnaible  to  distmgaish  objects  dearly. 
Batchelor  named  me  to  him,  and  I  sat  down  close  by  his.n^U 
side.  He  looked  at  see  with  a  kind  smSe,  took  me  by  the  hand, 
aadltohihimlhadaotlefktbe  house  since  I  had  last  seen 
him.  He  asked  me  with  difficulty,  and  m  a  famt,  though  steadf 
▼oice,  whether  Colonel  Stephenson  was  in  the  ho«ee«  I  Said  hd 
was,  and  asked  whether  hrwisbed  to  see  him;  he aoddcd assent^ 
and  i  immediatsly  sent  for  hhn.  Colonel  Stephenson  went  to 
his  left  skk;  but,  as  his  Royid  Hij^OKSs  codd  net  see  him,  I 
beckoned  to  him  to  come  to  the  right  side,  and  I  moved  back, 
so  as  to  enable  him  to  come  cloee  ap,  wUiiB  I  soppoited  hie 
Royal  Highness,  by  placing  my  hand  agaiuBt  the  piHoW^  behind 
ysback.  He  Hhen  gave  hie  hand  to  Colonel  Stephenson*  After 
some  interval,  daring  which  his  Royal  Highness  beeathed  With 
great  difficulty,  and  was  very  faint,  and  during  wfaiefa  Batehdor 

4b 
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bathed  his  temples  with  Cologne  water,  he  collected  hisstrengtb, 
and  said  in  a  steady,  fiim  tone  of  votoe,  but  so  low  as  to  be  haidly 
audible  to  Colonel  Stephenson,  whose  head  was  further  jemoTed 
than  .mine,  ''I  am  now  dying/'  .After  this  he  droppedxbis  bead, 
and  his  lips  moved  for  about  a  minute,^  as  if  in  prayer.  -.  He  then 
looked  at  us  again,  and  appeared  to  wish  to  speak,  but.an  attack 
of  faintness  came  on,  and  his  respiration  was  so.difficuU»  and  he 
seemed  so  weak  and  exhausted,  that  I  thought  he  was  dying,  and 
expressed  that  apprehension  to  Colonel  Stephenscm,  who  partook 
of  it  Batchelor  bathed  his  temples  again,  and  he  rallied,  after 
which  ;he  ^ain  took  Colonel  Stephenson's  hand,  and  nodded  to 
Batchelor,  who  told  us  he  meant  we  should  leave  him. 

'  The  scene  was  most  affecting  and  trying,  but  yet  in  same  re- 
spects  satisfactory,  as  it  shewed  that  he  was  perfectly  aware  of 
his  situation,  and  we  concluded  that  he  had  seen  us^togetfaer,  as 
being  his  executors,  and  meant  to  take  leave  of  us.  I  heard 
afterwards  that  he  had  appeared  much  exhausted  by  the  'ofibrt, 
but  ^subsequently  toc^  some  chicken  broth,  and  became  .com- 
posed, without  having  ^ny  return  of  faintness. .  Towards  the 
evening,  he  rallied  again,  and  had  some  sound  and  comfintable 
sleep,  and  his  attendants  separated  .under  the  ;impressioD  that 
his  Royal  Highness's  life  would  be  prolonged  at  least  another 
night.  .... 

In  the  course  of  the  night  he  had  so  serious  an  attadc  of  faint- 
ness, that  Mr.  Jtf  acgregor  thought  he  would  not  have  recovered 
from  it,  but  he  rallied  again  towards  the  morning  of  the  5th,  and 
had  taken  some  nourishment.  The  breathing  had,  however,  be- 
come extremely  difficult  About  eleven,  Mr.  Simpson  came  to 
me  to  say  that  the  symptoms  of  approaching  death  liad  ocmie  on, 
and  that  the  medical  attendants  wished  me  to.be  in  the  room  ad- 
joining to  that  in  which  his  Royal  Highness  lay.  I  bcou^t  in  the 
Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Sussex,  and  Colonel  Stephenson^  and  we 
continded  in  the  room,  expecting  every  moment  to  be  called  in 
by  the  medical  attendants  (who  were  all  with  his  Royal  Hi^mess) 
to  4itn^s8  his  death.  Sir  Henry  Halford  came  to  us  occasibnally, 
and  stated  that  his  royal  highness's  pulse  was  hardly  perceptible. 
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his  extremities  were  cold,  he  was  speechless,  and  had  with 

• 

difficulty  ''swallowed  a  little  milk  'and  ram,  but  nevertheless 
appeared  to  retain  his  senses.  Of  this,  indeed/  he  gave  proof  at 
twelve,  for  Mr.  Macgregor  came  in  to  say  that  his  Royal  Highness 
had  insisted  on  having  his  legs  dressed  (which  they  naturally 
wished  to  avoid  at  such  a  period,)  for  he  had  looked  at  him 
several  times,  had  pointed  at  the  clock,  then  at  his  legs,  and  had 
pushed  off  the  covering,  thus  shewing  his  determination  to  go 
through  all  that  wa^  required  to  the  last  moment.  When  he 
found  that  he  was  understood,  and  that  Mr.  Macgregor  was  pre- 
paring for  the  dressing,  he  signified  his  thanks  to  him  with  a 
kind  smile,  threw  back  his  head,  and  hardly  noticed  any  thing 
afterwards. 

The  pulse  became  more  feeble,  the  attacks  of  faintness  more 
frequent,  but  his  Royal  Higtmess  struggled  on,  and  between  eight 
and  nine  this  state  appeared  so  likely  to  last  for  some  hours,  that 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  was  persuaded  to  go  home,  and  I  returned 
to  my  room  to  answer  some  inquiries.  At  twenty  minutes  past 
nme,  Colonel  Stephenson  called  me  out,  and  told  me  that  he  was 
in  the  last  agonies.  I  hastened  down,  but  my  dear  master  had 
expired  belbie  I  could  reach  his  room,  and  I  had  the  comfort  of 
learning  that  he  had  ex|»red  without  any  struggle  or  apparent 
pain.  His  countenance  indeed  confirmed  this,  it  was  as  calm  as 
possible,  and  qiute  free  from  any  distortion,  indeed  it  ahniost 
looked  as  if  he  had  died  with  a  smile  upon  it. 
-  The  medical  attendants,  the  Didce  of  Sussex,  Batchelor,  and 
another  servant,  were  in  the  room,  looking  at  him  in  silence,  and 
with  countenances  strongly  expressive  of  their  feelings. 
'  Such  was  the  end  of  this  amiable,  kind,  and  excellent  man, 
after  a  long  and  painful  struggle,  borne  with  exemplary  resolu- 
tion and  resignation;  and  I  am  confident,  that  the  details  into 
which  Ihave  entered,  of  the  last  circumstances  of  that  struggle 
will  not  prove  uninteielting  to  those  who  were  sincerely  attached 
to  htm. 


MM  MBMQIR  OF  THS   DVKK  OP   YORK. 

I  feol  that  I  owe  H  to  hie  B^dl  Highaett')  cbAncter»  le  «dd 
wm  general  obs^rvalioiii,  w)iicb  may  serve  to  plaee  h  in  its 
true  light,  and  to  oenfirm  the  opinipn  of  thoae  who  view  hie  low 
M  a  natiopal  calamity. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that  from  the  moment  that  I 
had  received  the  alarming  report  from  Brighton,  I  ceaaed  to 
entertain  any  sangume  hopes  of  his  Royal  Highqess'a  recofwy, 
and  that  my  expectations  of  it  became  gradually  more  fatat, 
although  they  varied  occasi<maUy>  as  the  symptoms  of  the  die* 
Older  fluctuated. 

This  impreMtcNi  led  to  my  keeping  the  minutes,  ftom  v^tiA  I 
have  »tr%eled  the  jE^rsgomg  statement,  my  ol^eet  in  so  domg 
being  that  1  might  be  better  able,  from  such  accurate  SQiiiee»  to 
do  jiwtiee  to  his  Reyal  Higfaness's  character  and  sentimenta. 

Th^  30th  of  Pecember  was  the  last  day  on  which  I  aubmittej 
my  popern,  and  he  waa  then  equid  to  any  buaiiieaB;  for  altlK>i^ 
Kis  «tate  vimd  in  the  coume  of  the  day,  y^  there  weea  honit 
when  phyeieal  causes,  or  the  effect  of  medicine,  did  not  mteifM 
with  tbe  «lear  appUcatio^  of  the  powers  of  the  mind. 
.  It  has  been  already  ^hewn  by  the  detail^  I  have  piodiMed» 
Aat  ataMSt  to  the  latent  hour»  faia  Royal  H^gjhoess  waa  anziooa  lo 
diaeharge  his  official  duties ;  and  the  interest  he  tack  in  them 
. vaa  at  no  time  weakened  hj  the  pressure  of  bodily  disease  or 
jpain.  In  further  pioef  of  4us»  I  may  staite»  that  on  Saluiday, 
the  9th  of  December,  {  received  from  liosd  Bsd&uml  at  Uaoflion, 
aasret  isMUmdiona  impectinf  the  foree  to  Irr  jnTtpared  for  em* 
ImiiQ^im  for  Portugal,  and  that  I  communioated  them  in  the 
same  evening  lo  his  Roycd  Highnesa.  Ho  waa  then  in  gnnt 
pain,  hat  he  beoame  indiAirent  to  bodily  sufinic:^  and  imme- 
diately draw  iqpi  the  kesds  of  the  mlifaiy  aamngement,  <wUdk 
paper,  m  his  evn  writiniT'  I  «ow  pomwb)  from  wUeh  wm  framed 
dataOsd  initiiictiena  approfed  t»y  himi  on  the  fidiowing  (tay,  and 
imuod  on  Monday*  the  1  )th  ef  December. 

This  measure  naturally  produced  the  necessity  of  other  amngo- 
ments  connected  with  hcmia  sendee,  and  the  adjutant-general 
and  the  quarter-master-general  will  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion. 
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that  these  were  eateied  into^  and  directed  by  hhn  with  the  same 
btelligeiioe  and  attentkm  which  he  had  manifested  on  pienous 
eoeasianB ;  when»  we  are  bound  to  state,  that  every  azrangement 
was  made  by  him»  and  that  the  execution  of  the  details  was  alone 
left  tons. 

It  may  not  be  irrelevant  here  to  observci  that  this  had  at  all 
times  been  the  case;  his  Royal  Highness  had  been  at  the  head  of 
the  army  more  than  thirty-two  years;  during  that  period  varioos 
officers  were  successively  employed  by  him  in  the  situations  of 
military  secretary,  and  at  the  heads  of  departments  at  ^e  Hone 
Guasds ;  and  they  possessed  his  c(mfidencey  and  exerted  them- 
selves leakmsly.  But  the  merit  of  rescuing  the  army  from  its 
impaired  condition,  of  improving,  estaUishing,  and  maintaining 
its  system;  of  introducing  that  administration  of  it,  in  principle 
and  in  every  detail,  which  has  raised  the  character  of  the  British 
service,  and  prunoted  its  efficiency,  belongs  exclusively  to  his 
late  Royal  Highness.  The  work  was  progressive,  but  his  atten- 
tion to  it,  his  able  superintendence  of  it,  were  nmstant.  He 
guided  and  Aected  the  labours  of  those  subordinate  to  him ; 
their  task  was  executive..  He  gave  the  impulse  to  the  whole 
machinery,  and  kept  the  wheeb  in  motion;  and  to  him,  I  repeat 
it,  the  credit  was  due. 

An  arrangement  for  the  promotion  of  the  old  subalterns  of  the 
army  had  k»g  been  the  okgect  of  his  aoUckude,  but  it  was  one 
ef  difficult  accomplishment,  as  it  was  underatood  that  no  measure 
entailing  extiaerdinary  dwige  on  the  puUie  would  be  adniitted« 
Hence  the  delay  in  taringiBg  it  forward;  hot  his  R<^  Highness 
entered  into  every  detail  of  it  on  the  26tfa  of  December,  and  ^ 
King  having  paid  him  a  visk  on  die  d7tli^  he  ordered  me  to 
submit  it  to  his  Mi^eaty  on  that  dvy,  when  it  oblaintd  the  roytd 
signature;  sod  the  conununicatwn  of  hia  Majesty's  giacions 
appvohalion  of  thia  arrangement  was  received  by  his  Rnyal  High* 
ness  with  a  warm  expression  of  satia&ction* 

Of  the  resolution  and  resignation  with  which  his  Royal  H^- 
nssa  siriNnitled  to  protracted  eonfinemwit  and  a  painful  diaosder, 
wsf  rtatament  oAis  ample  proof;  bat  I  hava  not  stated,  that 
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doling  all' this  period^  during' this  serious  trial,  his  excellent 
temper  and  kind  dispositionto  all  who  approached  him,  continued 
unimpaired.  I  appeal  to  his  medical  attendants,  I  appeal  to  his 
servants,  to  those  who  transacted  business  with  him,  official"  or 
personal,  whether  at  any  time  he  betrayed  a  symptom  of  irrita- 
bility, whether  a  sharp  word  escaped  him,  whether  a  murmur  or 
complaint  was  uttered.  Every  attention,  from  whatever  quarter, 
was  kindly  received,  and  grateAdly  acknowledged.  Great  anxiety 
was  shewn  by  him  to  avoid  giving  trouble ;  and  at  the  latter 
periods  of  his  illness,  that  which  seemed,  to  distress  him. most, 
was  his  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  requesting  others  to  do 
for  him  that  which  he  had  ceased  to  be  able  to  do  for  himsdf:. 

Of  the  kind  attention  of  his  medical  attendants,  and  their 
anxiety  to  afford  to  htm  the  utmost  benefit  of  their  skill,-  he 
expressed  himself  most  sensible.  And  it  is  due  to  them  to  say, 
that  if  he  had  been  their  nearest  and  dearest  relative,  they  would 
not  have  devoted  their  time,  care,  and  attrition-  to  him  .with 
more  affectionate  seal  than  they  did.  Nor  did  he  ever  betray 
any  want  of  confidence  in  their  skill,  or  the  least  desire  to  resort 
to  other  advice.  i 

.  I  must  add,  that  I  can  positively  state,  having  been  admitted 
freely  to  their  consultations,  that  no  difference  of  opinion  pre- 
vailed among  them ;  they  acted  together,  cordially,  and  their 
only  object  seemed  to  be  the  welftire  of  their  illustrious  patient. 
:  During  the  progress  of  his  illness,  his  Royal  Highness  received 
the  most  endearing  and  affectionate  attention  from  the  King, 
and  from  his  brothers  and  sisters;  and  they  never  failed  to  be 
acknowledged  with  satisfaction  and  with  gratitude :  the  Princess 
Sophia  especially,  whose  near  residence  admitted  of  more  fine- 
quent  intercourse,  never  missed  coming  to  him  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  imless  prevented  by  indisposition ;  and  I  have  already 
stated  that  her  royal  highness,  by  his  desire,  took  the  sacrament 
with  him  on  the  28th.  of  December. 

The  visits  of  his  Royal  Higfaness*s  numerous  and  attached 
friends  .were .  frequent,  and  they  were  invariably  •  received :  with 
satisfaction,  and  with-an  expression  of  his  sense  of  their  attention. 
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Upon  these  occasions  he  exerted  himself  to  meet  them  cheer- 
fully, and  to  suppress  the  expression  of  pain  or  bodily  uneasiness, 
and  they  often  left  him  with  the  belief  that  he  was  free  from 
bothy  although  this  had  by  no  means  been  the  case. 

Nor  did  his  Royal  Highnesses  bodily  suffering,  or  the  contem- 
plation of  his  critical  state,  diminish,  in  any  degpree,  the  interest 
which  he  had  ever  taken  in  the  state  of  public  affairs,  and  in  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  country.  These  were  at  all  times 
uppermost  in  his  mind,  and  I  am  convinced  that  they  often 
engaged  it  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  did  his  own  situation. 
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i*HB  ROYAL  OBSEQUIBS. 

It  being  intended  that  the  corpse  of  the  Doke  of 
Tork  shoald  lie  in  state  two  days  pievious  to  the 
funeral ;  the  cotEai  with  the  royal  remains  was  con- 
veyed at  midnight  on  Wednesday  the  17ih,  to  St. 
James's  Palace.  On  Thursday  the  privil^^e  of 
entrance  through  the  Stable  Yard  by  tickets  lasted 
till  eleven,  when  the  public  admission  took  place 
through  the  second  front  gate  of  the  Palace.'  The 
crowd  having  passed  along  a  covered  way  across 
the  yard,  entered  through  the  new  staircase  leading 
to  the  state  apartment.  This  was  hung  with  black, 
and  the  landing-places  were  railed  off^  to  prevent 
disorder.^  At  eight  o'clock  the  Grenadiers  mounted 
as  a  guard  of  honour,  and  at  the  same  time  another 
guard  from  the  Lancers  took  their-  station.  A  strong 
detachment  of  police  was  also  in  attendance,  aided 
by  a  body  of  constables.  The  Lancers  did  duty 
outside,  as  the  Grenadiers  did  within;  while  the 
Teomen  of  the  Guard  were  arranged  in  two  divisions 
in  the  new  gallery  and  armoury  room.  The  corps 
of  Gentlemen  Pensioners  also  gave  their  attendance 
on  this  occasion,  though  commonly  they  only  are 
called  upon  to  be  present  at  the  funeral  of  the  king 
or  queen. 
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The  state-room  had  its  black  cloth  so  fitted  up  as 

*liA  too.  while  along  the  sides. 
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The  state-room  had  its  black  cloth  so  fitted  up  as 
to  resemble  a  tent  at  the  top,  while  along  the  sides, 
scutcheons  were  arranged  with  silver  sconces.  The 
coflSn  was  placed  on  a  platform,  having  a  velvet  pall 
thrown  over  it,  and  three  scutcheons  on  each  sideu 
At  the  head  on  a  velvet  cnshion  was  the  royal 
coronet ;  below  on  another  cushion  the  baton  of  a 
Field  Marshal.  Three  large  wax  candles  burned 
on  each  side.  The  inscription  on  the  plate  is  as 
follows : — 

DEPOSITUM 

ILLUSTRISSIMI    PRINCIPIS 

F  R^E  D  B  R  I  C  I.    . 

DE    BRUNSWICK    LUKENBUROH, 

DUCIS    EBORACI    £T    ALBANIA, 

COMITIS    VLSTERIA, 

NOBILISSIMI    0RDINI8    PERISCELIDIS, 

ET 
HONORATIS9.    ORDIN.    MILKTAR.    DB    BALNEO 

EQUITIS  ; 
TRATRIS   AUGU3TISSIMI    ET   POTENTISSIMI 

MONARCB£ 

GEORGII   QUARTI, 

DEI    GRATIA    BRITANNIARUM    REOI8 

riDEI    DEFENSOBIS, 

REGIS    HANOYERX,    &C, 

•BUT   QVINTO    DIE   JAKUAHII, 

ANNO    DOMINI    MDCCCXXVII. 

JETATIS    SVS,    LXIT. 

General  Upton  took  his  station  at  the  head  of  the 
coflEui,  supported  by  colonel  Sir  Henry  Cook  on  the 
right,  and  Colonel  Armstrong  on  the  left.  In  the 
ftoQt  w^re  J.  Hawker,  Esq.  Richmond   Herald,  and 

4c 
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C.  O.  Totmg,  Eiq.  YiHrk  Herald.  On  each  tide  tt^m 
HiTte  gentleiDeii  hoMinip  bettncti:  viz^  of  Albsny^ 
Wilte  Horse  of  Hanover,  F»hxm  nnd  FeMstteckt 
White  KoB«y  the  crest  of  the  late  Dtd^e ;  and  one  nC 
tte  Afins  of  his  Royal  Highness*  There  were  alno 
two  ^ntlemen  uaherity  and  two  gentlnieh  of  the  priv^ 
ehambnr.  On  each  side  welM  six  grenadiera,  having 
Ihetr  aauskets  reversed,  and  leaning  on  the  Mutt  «■& 
Tbone  Who  passed  by  the  solemn  speciade  aovad 
along  as  in  a  procession ;  the  strictest  silence  betag 
observed  throughout.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  attend- 
ants were  relieved,  and  the  same  order  was  repeated 
every  two  hours. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Satntday  morning,  the  various 
streets  of  the  metropolis  leading  to  Pail-Mall  were 
crowded  with  passengers ;  and  the  windows  of  many 
houses  were  filled  with  spectators  in  mourning.  At 
half  past  siK  a  party  of  LanCers  inarched  into  the 
area  in  front  of  the  Palace,  to  preserve  order,  and 
within  an  hour  the  private  carriage  of  the  deceased 
Duke,  drawn  by  six  dark  grey  horses,  came  out  of  the 
Park,  and  entered  the  yard.  Soon  afterwards  the 
hearse,  covered  with  escutcheons,  proceeded  in  the 
same  direction ;  taking  its  station  as  near  as  possible 
to  the  staircase.  Across  the  court  yard,  a  party  of 
the  Foot  Guards  stood  drawn  up  two  deep,  a  party 
of  the  Yeomen  being  j^aced  between  them  and  the 
hearse.  As  soon  an  th#  oofKn  was  hroaght  down,  the 
Yeomen  reversed  tiieir  pnrtnans,  and  the  Guards 
their  arms.  The  coffin  was  then  placed  in  the  hearse, 
the  door  closed,  and  exacdy  as  the  dock  strnck 
eighty  the  procession  began  to  move*  by  the  Mail- 
borough  Gate,  into  St.  James's  Park.  About  twelTo 
mourners  on  horseback,  «m1  as  many  marshal^ 
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oit  foolp  wmt  firtt;  tken  fottoweA  geTcw^  oe^choito 
Moyeykig  tba  doniMttes,  pagM  of  tbe  J>ttk^,  bui 
pnvi^to  chiHdain>  laejica}  atteodaAts,  seiocetaiia^i 
•quienries,  ludefi  d«  camp,  and  the  heraldic  oiBcers« 
AAar  tU«  oamo  a  troop  of  lafe  Guards^  with  their 
tvoids  rev^wed  under  their  right  arms.  Havii^ 
foroied  in  the  centiie  of  St.  /ame^'s  street^  they  halted 
to  wait  the  approach  of  the  Duke's  private  earriaft 
and  the  hearse  As  soon  as  the  latter  entered  tbi 
street,  the  Lancers  reveiBed  their  lances,  and  k^t 
them  so  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  After  the  heara^ 
which  was  flanked  on  each  side  by  ten  Yeomen,  had 
taken  its  place,  the  two  squadrons  of  Life  GuajrdA 
IsU  into  the  i«ar,  and  were  wcceeded  by  the  Lancer^. 
Th^  carriages  of  tibe  royal  faniily  then  followed  in 
the  order  of  their  rank;  and  by  their  side  walked 
mourners  with  truncriieons.  In  this  manner  the  traip 
proceeded  up  6t,  James's  Street,  and  at  a  little  after 
nine  passed  through  Kensington,  where  the  crowds 
wave  knmense.  When  the  procession  reached  UqIt 
land^heuse,  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  and  a  detach*' 
meat  of  the  I^uioers,  quitted  it,  and  returned  to  towiu 
Frcin  hence  to  Hammersmith,  the  windows  of  ihf 
houses  were  thronged,  and  all  the  shops  closely 
shut.  The  eigns  of  many  of  the  public  houses  werf 
isoverad  with  crape,  and  one  of  the  signs  had  a  flag 
anspended  by  a  line  across  the  street,  in  the  eentre 
of  which    was   insciibed  in   large  letters,—*''  Qua 

NATIOII'B  HOPJB,  THB  FaTHUR  op  THB  AflMY." 

About  two  o'clock  the  cavalcade  halted  at  Cra^r 
ford  Bridge.  Here  the  moarners  alighted  to  obtain 
refreshment,  and  the  procession  was  joined  by  another 
IMtfty  of  troops.  Ailer  an  interval  of  about  two  hours, 
.the  whole  again  formed  in  order,  and  began  to  move. 
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ftill  preceded  and  fdlowed  by  a  large  body  of  spec-^ 
fators^  some  on  horseback,  others  in  carriages,  and 
vast  numbers  on  foot.  Soon  after  passing  through 
Cohibrook,  night  set  in,  on  which  every  fourth  soldier 
lighted  a  torch.  The  cavalcade  now  presented  a  more 
striking  appearance  than  it  had  done  at  any  period 
of  the  day,  for  the  glare  of  the  torches,  reflected  upon 
the  dress  and  arms  of  the  military,  had  a  novel  and 
solemn  effect*  In  this  way,  the  procession  passed 
through  Datchet,  and  a  little  before  eight  reached 
Frogmore,  where  it  was  joined  by  the  royal  dukes, 
and  the  members  of  the  household.  From  Frogmoie 
to  the  Castle  the  road  was  lined  with  soldiers,  many 
of  whom  carried  torches.  The  arrangements  for  the 
funeral  within  the  Chapel  consisted  in  the  section  of 
a  <;overed  porch  lined  with  black  cloth,  projecting 
from  the  south  aisle  to  the  pavement  of  the  court  In 
the  lower  ward.  At  this  entrance  the  coffin  vms 
received,  and  a  flooring  covered  with  black  was  laid 
down,  to  make  a  gradual  ascent  from  the  pavement 
to  the  door  of  the  Chapel.  From  this  door  a  flooring 
was  also  laid  the  whole  length  of  the  south  aisle,  in 
the  form  of  an  inclined  plane,  and  enclosed  with 
railing  about  four  feet  high ;  the  whole  covered  with 
black  cloth.  The  whole  breadth  of  the  nave  was 
enclosed,  and  rows  of  steps  were  erected  along  the 
north  aisle,  for  the  acconmiodation  of  several  hun- 
dreds who  were  admitted  by  tickets.  The  opening 
in  the  floor  in  front  of  the  altar,  which  leads  to  the 
subterraneous  passage  of  the  royal  vault,  was  not 
concealed ;  but  lined  in  every  part  with  black  cloth, 
so  as  to  give  it  an  appearance  of  greater  depth  than 
it  really  is.  Some  seats  erected  a  few.paces  behind 
this    opening,    and    at    right    angles    with    it,  were 
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designed  for  the  foreign  ambassadors  and  other 
persons  of  distinction.  Three  arm-chairs  were  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  vault  for  the  chief  moamers.  Soon 
after  seven  o*cIock  a  movement  was  observable  near 
the  door  ot  the  south  aisle,  and  a  bustle  ensued,  occa- 
sioned by  the  entrance  of  the  principal  personages 
belonging  to  the  royal  household,  in  full  court  mourn- 
ing, wearing  broad  silk  scarfs,  and  the  grooms  of 
the  bedchamber,  having  white  satin  bows  on  their  left 
shoulders.  At  twenty  minutes  before  nine  o'clock  the 
hearse  was  drawn  up  to  the  porch  of  the  south  aisle, 
where  the  marshalmen,  servants,  &c.  filed  off,  to 
enclose  a  passage.  Ten  Yeomen  then  took  out  the 
coffin,  and  the  mourners  fell  into  the  rear,  while  it 
was  borne  to  the  funeral  car  which  moved  on  to 
the  chapel;  where  it  was  received  by  the  Dean  of 
Windsor,  the  prebendaries,  and  canons.  All  the  choir 
now  joined  in  singing  the  celebrated  burial  service  of 
Croft  and  Purcell,  while  the  organ  fiHed  the  sacred 
edifice  with  its  solemn  tones.  The  procession,  slowly 
led  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  passed  down  the  south 
aisle,  and  up  the  nave  in  the  following  order : — 

Poor  Knights  of  Windsor. 

Pages  of  the  Royal  Family. 

Pages  of  the  King. 

Pages  of  the  late  Duke. 

Solicitor  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Apothecary  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Surgeons  to  the  Duke. 

Physicians  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Deputies  of  the  Corporation  of  Windsor. 

The  Curate  of  Windsor,  and  Vicar  of  Windsor. 

Private  Chaplain  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Chaplain  General  to  Uie  Army. 
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rie9  4o  tke  lale  Duke  as 

£(|a6cri98  to  the  Royal  ^Family. 

AMistant  Q«art0r-Ma0ter«Qenanil,  aod  Ad^utint-Ganezal. 

Aidea^e-Camp  to  bia  Majesty. 

Aide$-de^amp  to  his  late  Royal  Highness. 

Deputy-Quarter-Master-General,  and  Adjutant  General. 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  Governor  of  the  Royal 

Chelsea  College.  Military  College. 

Quarter-Master-General.  .  Adjutant-General. 

Equerries  to  the  King. 

Clerk-Marshal,  and  First  Equerry  to  the  King. 

Equerries  to  his  late  Royal  Highness. 

Grooms  of  the  Bedchamher  to  the  King. 

Master  of  the  Robes. 

Pursuivants. 

Solicitor^jSensral.  Attomey-Geoeral. 

CompteoUer  of  the  Hoosehokl.       Treasurer  of  Che  Housoheld. 

Heralds. 

Keeper  of  bis  Majesty's  Privy  Puree. 

Judge  Marshal  of  the  Forces. 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  of  ihe  Common  Pleas. 

The  Vice  ChanceUor. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench. 

Paymaster-General  of  the  Forces. 

Lords  of  the  Bedchamber. 

Secretary  at  War. 

Bishop  of  Landaflf.      Biflb<^  of  Lincoln.     Sishop  of  Exeter. 

Bishop  of  Sahsbury .  Bishop  of  London.      Bishop  of  Winchester. 

Beralds. 
The  Hanoverian  Minister. 
Archbishop  of  York.  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Norroy  King  at  Anns. 
Chaplain  of  the  Yeomen  of        Chaplain  of  the  Band  of  Pen- 
the  Guard.  sioQers. 
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Mtsfcer  of  Uie  Horse.  Groooi  of  tho  Stole. 

The  Lord  Steward  of  the  Household  attended  hf 
the  Deputy  Comptroller. 

Choir  of  Windsor. 
Prebendaries  of  Windsor. 
Dean  of  Windsor, 
rhe  Banner  of  Albany.  The  Banner  of  Hanoyer. 
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The 
'Banner 
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and 
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Colonel  s 

in  the  ^ 

Army. 


The 

Banner 

of  the 

Crest 

of  his  late 

Royal 


The  Baton 

of  his  Royal  Highness 

as  Field-Marshal, 

borne  by 

Earl  Harcourt. 
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The 
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Majesty. 
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The 

Banner 

of  the 

Arms 

• 

of  his  late 
Royal 

HiCblMSV 

borne  by  a 

Colonel 

in  the 

Army. 


The  Cari  Macahal  of  England. 

Ike  VieB  TheLoid 

Ohwiw  iliin     Chambeikin 
«f  hit  of  kis 

Majeety^a  Majesty's 

MA.        Household. 


A  Geatleman 

Usher  of  the 

Privy  Chamber 

to- his 

Majesty. 
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Supporters  of  the 

Canopy: 

Marquis  of 

Anglesea, 

Lord  Howden, 

H 

O 

Supporters  of  the 

Canopy: 

Generals  Earls 

Cathcart, 

Ludlow, 

Lotd  HUU 
and 

• 

Lord  Lynedoch. 

Rosslyn, 

and 
Cavan. 

Supporters  of  the 
Pall:  ' 

n 

Supporters  of  the 
Pall: 

The  Dukes  of 

n 

The  Dukes  of 

Beaufort, 
Dorset, 

H 

Wellington, 
Northumberland 

and 

and 

:  Rutland. 

Covered  w 

Newcastle, 
ith  a  hlack  velvet  Pall, 
adorned  with 

eight  Escutcheons  of  the  Arms  of  his  late  Royal  Highness, 

attended  by  ten  Yeomen  of  the  Guard 

under  a  canopy  of  black  velvet. 

A  Gentleman  Garter,  Prmcipal  A  Gentleman 

Assistant  King  at  Arms.  xABsistant. 

The  Chief  Mourner 

His  Rci3^1' Highness  the  Duke  of  CLAaENCs, 
,     in  a  long  black  cloak,  with  the 
A  Marquis.  Star  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter         A  Marquis 

embroidered  thereon. 

Trainbearers :  two  Marquises. 

Eight  Earls,  assistants  to  the  Chief  Mourner. 

Their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Dukes  of  Sussex,  and  Gloucester, 

in  long  black  cloaks,  their  trains  borne  by  two  gentlemen  of  the 

household. 

The  two  Ejcecutors  of  his  late  Royal  Highness: 

Sir  H.. Taylor  and  Colonel  Stephenson. 

<;  His  Majesty's  Ministers. 

The  personal  Friends  of  his  late  Royal  Highness. 

Peers,  Privy  CounseUors,  and  others.  . 
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On  the  arrival  of  the  procession  within  the  choir,  the  car  was 
wheeled  upon  the  platform,  and  the  coronet,  baton,  and  cushions 
were  placed  on  the  coffin. 

The  Earl  of  Harcourt  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  coffin  opposite 
the  chief  mourner.  The  Lord  Chamberlain  was  in  the  same 
position.  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  supported  the  pail  first 
on  the  left  hand,  retained  his  place  with  his  companions. 

The  six  banners  were  arranged  between  the  coffin  and  altar. 
The  bishops  took  their  seats  in  the  stalls  near  the  east  end;  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Grarter  sat  in  their  appropriate  seats.  The  re- 
maining stalls  were  occupied  by  the  Ministers  of  State,  and  other 
persons  of  distinction.  A  vast  number  of  peers  and  private 
friends  of  the  deceased,  followed  the  body  into  the  choir,  where,  as 
the  procession  entered,  the  vocalists  chanted  the  proper  psalms. 
During  this  part  of  the  service,  the  bier  was  propelled  towards 
the  entrance  of  the  vault,  and  the  chief  mourner  and  others  took 
their  stations  m  their  appointed*  places. 

The  Dean  t^en  read  the  funeral-  lessoit,  after  which  the  beautiful 
Anthem  by  Kent,  from  the  55th  Psalm,  was  sung,  having  been 
selected  by  the  King  for  the  purpose.  His  Majesty  also  caused 
part  of  Handers  Anthem,  composed  for  the  funeral  of  Queea 
Carc^ine,  to  be  sung,  and  certainly  nothing  could  be  more  suit- 
able.    The  words  are  these : — 

"  When  the  ear  heard  him,  then  it  blessed  him ;  and  when  (he  eye  saw 
him,  it  gave  witness  of  him. 

"  He  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  the  fatherless,  and  him  that  had  none 
to  help  him.  Kindness,  meekness,  and  comfort  were  in  his  tongue.  If 
there  was  any  virtue,  and  if  diere  was  any  praise,  he  thoa^t  on  those 

things. 

^  His  body  is  buried  in  peace. 

«  Bat  his  name  liveth  evermore.    Amen.'' 

Towards  the  conclusion'  of  the  prayers,  the  coffin  was,  by  the 
operation  of  the  machinery  m  the  womb  of  the  vault,  gpradually 
towered  into  the  aperture,  and,  as  the  earth  was  cast  upon  it, 
the  Dean  proceeded  with  the  remaining  part  of  the  service. 
Sir  George  Naylor,  Garter  Kmg  at  Arms,  Uien  proclaimed  the 
style  ana  titles  of  the  deceased  Duke  in  the  usual  form,  and  at 
eleven  o'clock  the  company  slowly  retired. 


4d 
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CHAP.  XXII. 


PUBLIC   TESTIMONIES. 

On  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  York,  varions  snnnises 
were  formed  respecting  the  nomination  of  a  successor. 
While  some  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  plan  simi- 
lar to  that  which  for  a  century  or  more  had  been  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  the  admiralty,  and  others  expected 
to  see  the  place  filled  by  a  prince  of  the  blood  royal, 
his  Majesty,  ever  attentive  to  the  public  welfare,  be- 
stowed the  vacant  situation  upon  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, as  the  only  person  in  the  kingdom  likely  to  con- 
tinue beneficially  the  excellent  system  that  had  so 
judiciously  been  organized  and  conducted  by  the  late 
illustrious  commander-in-chief.  This  appointment, 
therefore,  was  the  most  honourable  testimony  that 
could  well  be  paid  to  the  merits  of  the  deceased ;  and, 
as  such,  it  was  generally  considered,  not  only  by  the 
army,  but  by  the  nation  at  large ;  and  the  noble  per* 
sonage  himself,  upon  whom  the  distinction  fell,  was  so 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  its  importance,  that  he  said, 
*'  he  would  not  remove  a  cap  or  feather  that  had  been 
placed  any  where  by  his  predecessor." 

On  the  part  of  the  Sovereign,  nothing  could  more 
strongly  express  his  feelings  than  the  Greneral  Orders 
which  he  caused  to  be  issued. — 
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"  Horse-Guards,  J  anuary  23d,  1 827 ." 
''The  last  duties  having  been  paid  to  the  remains  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Commander-in-chief,  the  King  deems  it  right  to 
convey  to  the  Army  a  melancholy  satisfaction  which  his  Majesty 
derives  from  the  deep  feeling  of  grief  manifested  by  every  class 
of  the  military  profession,  in  common  with  his  people  at  large, 
under  the  great  calamity  with  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty 
to  afflict  the  nation  and  his  Majesty, — a  calamity  which  has 
deprived  the  crown  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  and  distin- 
guished servants,  and  his  Majesty  of  a  beloved  and  affectionate 
Brother. 

**  The  King  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  pre- 
eminent merits  of  the  late  Duke  of  York ;  his  Majesty  knows 
that  these  are  impressed  and  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  his 
Majesty's  soldiers.  His  Majesty  desires  that  it  may  merely  be 
observed,  that  the  able  administration  of  the  command  held  by 
his  royal  highness  for  a  long  series  of  years,  his  assiduous  atten- 
tion to  the  welfare  of  the  soldier,  his  unremitting  exertions  to 
inculcate  the  true  principles  of  order  and  discipline,  his  discern- 
ment in  bringing  merit  to  the  notice  of  the  Crown,  and  the  just 
impartiality  with  which  he  applied  the  honour  of  the  service, 
have  combined  to  produce  results  that  identify  the  army  as  a 
profession  with  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  this  great  country, 
and  which  will  cause  his  virtues  and  services  to  be  in  the  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  latest  posterity. 

*<The  King  feels,  that  under  the  present  afflicting  circum- 
stances, his  Majesty  cannot  more  effectually  supply  the  loss 
which  the  nation  and  the  army  have  sustained,  than  by  appoint- 
ing to  the  chief  command  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  Field-Marshal 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  great  and  distinguished 
general  who  has  so  oflen  led  the  armies  of  the  nation  to  victory 
and  glory,  and  whose  high  military  renown  is  blended  with  the 
history  of  Europe.*' 

"  By  his  Majesty's  Command,*' 

"  HeKHY  ToilUENJ*," 

"Arlj.-Gen;' 
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The  jEoeliBg  of  the  Anoy  09  ibis  melancholy  dcpriva- 
tum,  may  ki  part  he  estkMted  from  the  foUowiDg  paper 
of  the  Ufiited  Senrice  Clab,  4rawii  ap  the  day  afcer 
the  demise  of  the  eommander^in-duef :— * 

*'  We,  the  aadersigned  members  of  the  United  Service 
Clnby  feeling  most  deeply  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
nation,  and  by  ns,  by  the  lamented  deadi  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Duke  of  York,  and  being  most  anxious  to 
perpetuate  to  posterity  the  profound  respect  and  esteem 
in  which  we  hold  his  memory,  propose  a  voluntary 
subscription  to  be  entered  into,  to  defray  the  expense 
of  erecting  a  Marble  Statue,  to  be  presented  to  th^ 
United  Service  Club,  and  to  be  placed  in  the  new  Club*- 
•  house,  i^boui  to  be  built,  as  9k  mark  of  the  hi^h  respect 
whicb  we  entertaiu  of  (he  late  illustrioa^  and  much 
esteeioed  CpmmauderHQ^chief ;  and  in  order  to  afford 
every  i^ember  the  gratification  of  sharing  in  this  mark 
of  respect^  it  is  requested  thi^t  no  larger  sum  than  two 
guineas  shall  be  subscribed  by  any  one  member/' 

This  proposid  was  received,  as  might  be  expected, 
with  eagerness ;  and  soon  after  a  similar  measure  was 
adopted  at  Edinburgh,  by  the  Caledonian  United  Scr- 
vice  Club,  the  members  of  which  entered  into  a  sub- 
scription to  place  a  marble  Bust  of  the  Duke  in  one  of 
their  rooms. 

These  proposals  led  the  way  to  a  plan  of  a  more 
extensive  nature ;  and  accordingly  a  general  meeting 
of  the  friends  of  the  Duke  of  York  was  held  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Royal  Union  Asociation  in  London,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  National  Monument  to  the 
late  commander-in-chief.  On  the  9th  of  February,  the 
Provisional  Committee  appointed  to  manage  the  sub- 
scriptions met  at  the  same  place,  when  letters  from 
numerous   noblemen  were   read,   expressive   of   their 
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Appnibatioii  of  the  aeasare,  cad  deMitng  to  paiticipate 
in  its  promotioii.  It  was  thea  resolved,  that  the  work 
shall  be  exeetited  by  British  artists,  under  the  saper- 
inteodeace  of  a  select  cosunittee,  to  be  appointed  bjr 
tiiie  subscribers.  Arrangements  being  made,  a  genersd 
jn^itatioii  was  drawn  up 'to  the  friends  of  the  under«- 
taking,  caHing  upon  them  to  hold  meetings  in  various 
places  in  aid  of  the  subscriptioD,  and,  with  a  view  to 
render  die  conceni  truly  national,  it  was  finally  settled 
that  the  subscriptions  should  be  unlimited. 

On  the  26tfa  of  the  same  month,  a  public  meeting 
was  held  at  Free-Masons'  TaToni,  when  the  I^uke 
of  Wdlington  took  tiie  chair,  assisted  by  a  great  num<- 
ber  of  military  gentlemeii.  On  that  occasion  various 
rescdutions  were  entered  into,  and  since  then  the  sul>- 
scription  list  has  gone  on  prosperously,  the  amount  nl 
present  being  above  thirteen  thousand  poonds. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  his  address  from  the  chair,  at  the 
commencemeBt  of  the  business,  said, 

We  all  witnessed  the  anxiety  of  the  patioii  daring  the  lon^  and  paii^ 
ful  illness  of  the  Duke  of  York.  We  likewise  wito^sed  the  sincere  gcief 
of  the  public,  when  the  lamentable  event,  which  has  given  occasion  to 
tituB  meeting,  occurred.  His  Royal  Highness  had,  l^  a  long  pexiod  of 
senrice,  established  himself  in  the  respect  and  regaxd  of  the  people.  Some 
who  have  had  the  honour  of  his  Royal  I  lioness's  acquaintance  and  estc(*ni, 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  friend  endeared  to  thefr  merooiy  by  many 
pleasing  recollections;  while  the  public  at  laige  lament  the  loss  of  a 
prince,  who,  on  account  of,  his  pubhc  viitues,  his  justice,  and  steadiness  of 
character,  afforded  them  the  best  hope,  in  case  it  faiad  pleased  Provi- 
dence to  have  deprived  us  of  his  most  gracious  Majesty.  Under  tlicse 
circumstances,  it  is  not  extraordinaiy,  it  is  not  astoni^ing,  that  many  men 
should  feel  an  anxiety  to  testify  their  grief  and  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  hid 
Royal  Highness,  as  well  as  their  respect  for  his  memory,  in  a  manner 
that  will,  in  some  degree,  convey  to  postenty  the  high  honour  which  his 
contemporaries  feel,  in  consequence  of  his  private  and  public  virtues,  but 
above  all,  in  consideration  of  the  services  wnich  he  pertormod  during  the 
thirty-two  years  which  he  commanded  the  army,  twenty  of  which  the  country 
was  involved  in  a  war  of  unexampled  difficulty  and  exertion.  There  are 
some  topics  connected  with  his  Royal  Highness,  of  which  I  feel  I  am  morfe 
entitled  than  any  other  man  to  give  my  testimony.  One  of  these  is,  that 
during  the  long  period  of  illness  under  which  his  Royal  Ilighne^  laboured, 
he  performed  every  one  of  hiR  duties  to  liie  utrnr>4  drt:iil,  -.ind  ha^  traius- 
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ferred  over  to  liis  successor  the  aimy  in  the  highest  state  of  disctpUne^otder^ 
and  efficiency.  In  addition  to  this,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  during 
the  services  which  I  had  the  honour  of  perfonnmg  in  the  course  of  that  war, 
I  was  uniformly  excited,  isncouraged,  and  supported  by  his  Royal  Highneas. 
I  beg  to  add,  that  I  never  recommended  any  officer  on  any  occasion  for  his 
exertions  in  the  field  to  his  Royal  Highness,  without  that  officer  being  in 
some  way  or  other  rewarded.  I  will  not  detain  you  any  longer  with  otoer- 
vations  of  mine,  but  will  proceed  to  read  the  resolutions  which  I  have  tiie 
honour  to  propose  for  your  approbation.  But,  before  I  do  that,  I  will  say, 
that  there  never  was  a  character,  in  this  or  any  other  country,  who  merited 
better  than  his  Royal  Iligiiness,  that  his  name  should  be  transmitted  to 
posterity  with  respect  and  admiration. 

Immediately  on  the  re-*assembling  of  parliament^ 
addresses  of  condolence  were  presented  to  his  Majesty 
by  both  houses,  on  the  lamented  death  of  the  Duke  of 
York.  The  former  was  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool, who  in  a  neat  speech  recapitulated  the  most  pro- 
minent public  virtues  of  his  royal  highness,  and  at  the 
same  time  touched  delicately  upon  his  amiable  private 
qualities. 

In  the  Commons,  Mr.  Peel  entered  more  at  large 
into  the  public  services  of  the  Duke,  upon  whom  he 
bestowed  a  handdome  eulogium  for  his  uniform  kind- 
ness, urbanity,  and  unimpeachable  impartiality  towards 
all  men,  in  the  administration  of  his  oflSce.  In  conclu- 
sion, Mr.  Peel  called  upon  the  House  to  express  its 
sympathy  with  the  sorrows  of  him  who  had  lost  the 
companion  of  his  infancy — the  partner  of  his  youthful 
sports  and  studies — and  the  steady  friend  of  his  whole 
life.  At  the  same  time,  the  minister  desired  the  House 
of  Commons  to  mark  their  estimation  of  the  illustrious 
person  they  had  lost,  of  him  who  had  toiled  for  years 
zealously  and  successfully  in  the  public  service,  dur- 
ing which  long  period,  he  had  never  broken  a  pro- 
mise, never  resented  a  personal  injury,  nor  ever  de- 
serted a  friend. 

It  was  gratifying  to  observe  the  unanimity  which 
prevailed  in  both  assemblies  on  this  ucra^siou ;  but 
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particularly  in  the  lower  house  of  parliament^  where 
some  of  the  members^  who  at  former  times  had  in- 
sulted decency  by  thdr  virulence  against  the  Duke, 
were  now  compelled,, by  the  force  of  truth,  to  join  in 
praising  his  public  integrity  and  private  worth. 

In  this,  however,  they  only  echoed  the  national 
voice,  for  so  deeply  was  the  public  mind  impressed 
with  a  conviction  of  the  merits  of  the  illustrious  de- 
ceased, that  the  day  of  his  funeral  was  observed 
throughout  the  kingdom  as  one  of  universal  mourning. 
In  and  about  the  metropolis  business  was  every  where 
suspended,  and  in  several .  churches  funeral  sermons 
were  preached.  Among  these  marks  of  religious  re- 
spect, we  cannot  omit  the  tribute  paid  to  the  memory 
of  the  Duke  by  the  parish  of  Islington.  Notice  having 
been  given  that  there  would  be  divine  service  and  a 
sermon,  the  church  was  filled  in  the  morning  by  a 
most  respectable  congregation,  all  in  mourning,  who 
were  summoned  to  the  house  of  prayer  by  a  peal  of 
muffled  bells.  After  the  regular  service  of  the  day 
had  been  read  by  the  senior  curate,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  vicar,  ascended  the  pulpit,  and  delivered  an 
eloquent  sermon  on  1  Ck>r.  xv.  96.  **  The  last  enemy 
that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death/' 

Having  in  the  first  division  of  his  discourse  consi- 
dered the  circumstances  which  render  death  terrible, 
the  reverend  preacher  proceeded  to  shew  how  this 
enemy  is  destroyed  by  the  Redeemer.  The  sermon 
concluded  with  a  just  and  elegant  eulogy  upon  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  was  portrayed  as  the  soldier's 
friend,  and  the  friend  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless. 
An  allusion  was  made  to  those  points  in  which  the 
character  :0f  the  late  Monarch,  and  that  of  his  lamented 
son,  coincided,  particularly  in  the  conscientious  and 
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maaly  defence  of  th#  PyotaMnH;  pifiitiples^  afan#t 
the  eBcrooeittlients  <if  Papery* 

At  Windsor^  on  the  Moniing  of  tbe  fiiMTal,  tliera 
was  service  im  the  p»rish  chorch,  and  an  appropitate 
sermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  Grossett,  the  vicar, 
from  Deuteronomy  xxxii.  39.  ''Oh!  that  they  were 
wise,  thai  they  understood  this,  that  they  weold  con- 
sider their  latter  end." 

On  Sunday,  die  14th  of  January,  a  sermon  was 
preached  al  the  Cavalry  Barracks,  before  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  Life  Guards,  by  W.  W.  Dakins,  DJD.,  pre- 
centor of  the  coUegiate  cborch  of  St.  Peter,  West>- 
mmster:  and  on  the  Soaday  following,  the  same  ser- 
mon was  repeated  at  the  Abbey.  In  this  disconrse, 
from  Psalm  xxxix.  5.  *'  Behold,  thou  hast  made  my 
days  as  a  hand-breadth,  and  my  age  is  as  nothing 
before  thee;"  the  reverend  preacher,  who  was. closely 
connected .  with  the  Dufce  of  York,  as  his  domestic 
chaiplain,.  near  thirty  yiears,  touched  very  feelingly  the 
character  of  his  iUustrioos  patron. 

Aftor  a  gsneral  view  of  hi»  pmfessioAal  exceUeiice, 
partiettlar  notice  waa  taken  of  two  dtftiingnishofd  ami 
perauifieiit  features,,  by  wUdi,  acr  il  were,  tho'  dead,  the 
royal  Duke  will  ever  Hvoanri  speak  to*  edify  postiorilyA 

The  first  alhides  U^  Attt  noble  institiatien  the  Jilli- 
taiy  Coll^,  founded,  enlltrged,  and  carried  on  ander 
his  own  guidance  and  government ;  which  has  supplied 
the  Army  of  the  empire  with-  the  previous  knowledge 
of  military  science,  and'  with  taieal  to  dii^t  arid  com*- 
mattd ;  an  institution  that  affords  the  aspirant  to  mnf* 
tary  fame  a  course  of  preparatory  instruction  con- 
sistent with  the  acquirements  of  a  soldier,  in  order  to 
render  him  an  omatnent  to  his  professtcm,  and  an 
honour  to  bis  country. — 
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<< Wifldcnn  is  power;  strength  is  derived  from  the  skilftil  appli- 
catioD  of  talent,  so  disciplined  and  matured  by  prudence  and 
infonnattOR,  as  to  orercome  difficulty  in  the  time  of  danger. 
Ample  demonstration  of  the  former  was  given,  when  the  latter 
was  requited ;  and  the  effect  produced  by  the  consummate  exer- 
cise of  all,  has  produced,  in  our  time,  peace  and  security ;  and 
with  these,  that  national  hnportance  which  is  the  result  of  well- 
directed  exertion.  Men  are  trained  for  action  by  their  acquire- 
ments in  the  various  paths  of  requisite  knowledge;  and  he,  whose 
mind  has  been  enlarged  in  early  life  by  rule  and  application, 
must,  in  the  pursuit  which  is  the  prevailing  object  of  his  choice 
and  ambition,  be  best  prepared  for  the  exercise  of  his  ability. 

"  This  consideration  had  its  due  weight ;  and  our  late  revered 
and  beloved  commander-in-chief  was  well  convinced,  that  in 
founding  an  institution  for  the  promotion  of  Military  Science,  he 
acted  in  conformity  with  sound  policy  and  judgment,  and  with 
his  own  just  conceptions  of  foresight,  prudence,  and  duty ;  and 
that  what  he  did,  in  this  respect,  was  adapted  to  furnish  the 
forces  of  his  Majesty's  empire  not  only  with  'm«i  of  renown,' 
but  with  leaders  possessed  of  suitable  acquirements  commen- 
surate with  their  determination,  valour,  and  loyalty. 

"  Upon  another  work,  it  will  be  proper  to  dwell  a  little  more 
at  length :  as  it  is  a  subject  that  not  only  comes  home  to  every 
man's  heart  and  bosom,  but  appFies  most  forcibly  to  tha  ranks 
of  the  army.  This  is  the  RoYAt  AsYiint,  which  receives, 
footers,  feeds,  clothes,  educates,  and  provides  for  the  helpless 
offspring  of  the  brave  soldier,  who  has  fought,  and  bled,  and 
died  in  the  cause  of  his  comitry. 

**  That  truly  benevolent  and  charitable  establishment  was  also 
the  work  of  him  who  is  now  no  more !  How  often,  with  fond 
delight  and  amiable  condescension,  that  marked  his  character^ 
did  he  visit,  watch  over,  and,  in  due  time,  provide  for,  the  multi^ 
tude  of  little  ones,  whose  natural  protectors  had  been  taken  from 
them ;  and  who,  but  for  his  powerfiil  and  precious  interference  iu 
their  behalf,  would  have  been  left  destitute,  and  might  have 
pined  away  in  poverty,  wretchedness,  and  ruin ! 

4£ 
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''Well  and  truly  has  the  late  royal  commander-in-chief  been 
called  *  the  Soldier's  Friend/  He  was  his  friend,  in  making  his 
life  respectable  and  happy,  comfortable  and  honouraUe.  He 
was  his  friend,  in  giving  encouragement  to  merit,  and  in  promot- 
ing his  advancement.  He  was  his  friend,  in  relieving  his  family 
when  overtaken  by  distress ;  and  he  was  his  friend*  in  affording 
assistance  to  the  widow,  and  protection  to  the  children,  when  tlie 
soldier  himself  was  taken  from  them ;— one  thousand  boys,  the 
greater  part  of  them  orphans,  are  now  at  the  Royal  Military 
Asylum ;  four  hundred  females  at  a  Branch  Establishment ;  and 
durmg  the  miseries  of  the  war,  there  were,  at  one  time,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  mfants  at  the  breast,  which  were  taken  care 
of  and  sustained  in  the  arms  of  charity! 

''Such  a  friend  was  our  late  commander-in-K:hief.  Affable, 
gracious,  and  condescending  in  his  deportment ;  peaceable  and 
forgiving;  totally  devoid  of  resentment  against  any  one  who 
might  have  opposed  him,  and  of  so  generous  a  character  and 
of  such  elevation  of  mind,  that  he  regarded  his  adversary  in  a 
favourable  light,  provided  it  was  evident  that  he  acted  from  pure 
motives  and  disinterested  principles.  No  one  returned  from  his 
presence  under  any  impression  but  that  of  satisfaction.  If  he 
attended  to  the  claims  of  the  highest  military  applicant,  his 
royal  highness  never  omitted  to  answer  the  petition  addressed  to 
him  by  the  private  soldier,  or  that  of  the  widow  in  behalf  of  her 
children,  or  of  the  orphan  that  cried  imto  him.*' 

The  following  "character  of  the  Duke  of  York"  is  from  the 
pen  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

In  the  person  of  his  Royal  Highness,  we  may  justly  say,  "  There  has 
fallen  tills  day  in  our  Israel,  a  prince  and  a  great  man/'  He  has  from  an 
eaiiy  period  of  his  manhood,  peribrmed  a  most  important  pait  in  public 
life.  In  the  earlv  wars  of  the  French  Revolution,  he  commanded  the 
British  forces  on  the  continent ;  and  although  we  claim  not  for  his  memoiy 
the  admiration  due  to  the  rare  and  high  gif&  which  in  our  latter  times  must 
combine  to  form  a  militarv  genius  of  the  first  order,  yet  it  has  never  been 
disputed,  t^at  in  the  field  his  Royal  Highness  displayed  intelligence,  mili- 
tary skill,  and  his  family  attribute,  the  most  unalterable  courage.  He  had 
also  the  universal  testimony  of  the  army  for  his  efforts  to  lessen  the  distresses 
of  the  privates,  during  the  horrors  of  an  unsuccessful  campaign,  in  which 
he  acquired,  and  kept  to  his  death,  the  epithet  of  The  Soldier's  Friend. 

But  it  is  not  on  account  of  these  early  services,  that  we  now,  as  boldly 
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as  our  poor  voice  may,  venture  to  bring  fomurd  the  late  Duke  of  York's 
claims  to  the  perpetual  gratitude  of  his  country.  It  is  as  the  reformer  and 
regenerator  of  tlie  British  army,  which  he  brought  from  a  state  neariy  allied 
to  general  contempt,  to  such  a  pitch  of  excellence^  that  we  may,^thout 
hesitation,  claim  for  them  an  equali^  with,  if  not  a  superiority  over,  any 
troops  in  Europe.  The  Duke  of  York  had  the  firmness  to  look  into  and 
eitamine  the  causes,  which  ever  since  the  American  war,  though  arising  out 
of  circumstances  existing  long  before,  had  gone  as  far  to  destroy  the  cha- 
racter of  the  British  army,  as  the  natural  gooid  materials  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed would  permit.  Trie  heart  must  have  been  bold  that  did  not  despair 
at  the  sight  of  such  an  Augean  stable.  t 

In  the  first  place,  our  system  of  purchasing  commissions^tself  an  evil 
in  a  military  |K>int  of  view,  and  yet  indispensable  to^the  fifeedom  of  the 
country — had  been  stretched  so  fiir  as  to  open  the.  way  to  every  sort  of 
abuse.  No  science  was  required,  no  service,  no  previous  experience  what- 
soever ;  tile  boy,  let  loose  from  school  the  last  week,  might  in  the  course  of 
a  month  be  a  field  officer,  if  his  friends  were  disposed  to  be  liberal  of 
money  and  influence.  Others  there  were,  against  whom  there  could  be  no 
complaint  for  want  of  length  of  service,  although  it  might  be  difficult  to  see 
how  their  experience  was  improved  by  it.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  a 
commission  to  be  obtained  for  a  child  in  the  cradle ;  and  when  he  came 
from  college,  the  fortunate  youth  was  at  least  a  lieutenant  of  some  standing 
by  dint  of  fiiir  promotion.  To  sum  up  this  catalogue  of  abuses,  oommis* 
sions  were  in  some  instances  bestowed  upon  young  ladies,  when  pensions 
could  not  be  had.  We  know  one  fair  dame  who  drew  the  pay  of  a  cap- 
tain in  the  Dragoons,  and  vna  probably^not  mudi  less  fit  for  the  service  than 
some  who  did  actual  duty ;  for  no  knowledge  of  any  kind  was  demanded 
from  the  young  officers.  If  they  desired  to  improve  themselves  in  the  ele- 
mentary parts  of  their  mofession,  there  was  no  means  open  either  of  direc. 
tion  or  of  instraction.  But  as  a  zeal  for  knowledge  rarely  exists  where  its 
attainment  brings  no  credit  or  advantase,  the  gay  young  men  who  adopted 
the  militaxy  profession,  were  easily  led  into  the  &shion  of  thinking,  that  it 
was  pedantiy  to  be  master  even  of  the  routine  of  the  exercise  which  they 
were  obliged  to  perform.  An  intelligent  sergeant  whispered  fiom  time  'to 
time  the  word  of  command,  which  his  captain  would  have  been  ashamed  to 
have  known  without  prompting,  and  thus  the  duty  of  the  field-day  was 
huddled  over  rather  tlian  performed.  It  was  natural,  under  such  circum- 
stances, that  the  pleasures  of  the  mess,  or  of  the  card  or  billiard  table, 
should  occupy  too  much  of  the  leisure  of  those  who  had  so  few  duties  to 
perform,  and  that  extravagance,  with  all  its  disreputable  consequences, 
should  be  the  characteristic  of  many;  while  others,  despairing  of  promotion, 
which  could  only  be  acquired  by  money  or  influence,  sunk  into  mere 
machines,  performing,  without  hope  or  heart,  a  task  which  they  had  learned 
by  rote. 

To  this  state  of  things,  by  a  succession  of  well-considered  and  effectual 
regulations,  the  Duke  of  York  put  a  stop  with  a  firm  yet  gentle  hand. 
Terms  of  service  were  fixed  for  eveiy  rank,  and  neither  influence  nor  money 
was  permitted  to  force  any  individual  forward,  until  he  had  served  the 
necesary  time  in  the  present  grade  which  he  held.  No  rank  short  of  that 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  no  courage  and  determination  inferior  to  that  of  his 
Royal  Highness,  could  have  accomplished  a  change  so  important  to  the 
service,  but  which  yet  was  so  unfavourable  to  the  wesJthy  and  to  the  power- 
ful, whose  children  and  proteges  had  formerly  found  a  brief  way  to  promo- 
tion.   Thus  a  protection  was  afforded  to  those  officers  who  could  only  hope 
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to  rise  by  merit  aind  length  of  service ;  while  at  the  maae  time^  the  yoom; 
aspiraot  was  compelled  to  dischaige  the  duties  of  a  subaltenii  bdfore  attain- 
iDg  the  higher  cominissions. 

In  other  respects,  the  influence  of  the  oomiiiaiider-ixif-chief  was  found  lo 
have  the  same  gradual  and  melioniting  influence.  Tbe  vicissitudies  of  real 
service^  and  the  emeigencies  to  which  individuals  are  exposed,  began  to  render 
ignorance  un&shionable,  as  it  was  speedily  found  that  mere  valour,  however 
fiery,  was  unable  on  such  occasions  for  the  extrication  of  those  eogaged  in 
them ;  and  that  they  who  knew  flieir  duty  and  dischuged  k,  were  not  only 
most  secure  of  victory  and  safety  in  action,  but  most  distinguished  ai  head- 
quarters, and  most  certain  of  promotion.  Thus  a  taste  for  studying  mathe- 
matics, and  calculatioBS  appU^ble  to  war,  was'gradually  mtroduoed  into  the 
army,  and  carried  by  some  officers  to  a  great  length;  while  a  perfeet 
acquaintance  vrifli  the  routine  of  the  field-^y  was  positively  demanded  from 
every  oflicer  in  the  senrice,  as  an  indispensable  qualifloation. 

His  Royal  Highness  also  introduced  a  species  of  moral  discipline  among 
flie  officers  of  our  army,  which  had  the  highest  consequences  oo  their  cha* 
racter.  Persons  of  the  old  sdiool  of  Captain  Plume  and  Captain  Braien, 
men  who  swore  hard,  drank  deep,  bilked  tradesmen,  and  plucked  pigeons, 
were  no  longer  allowed  to  arrogate  a  character  which  they  ooold  only  sup- 
port by  deep  oaths  and  ready  swords.  If  the  tradesman  whose  bill  was 
unpaid  by  an  officer,  thought  proptf  to  apply  to  the  Uoise  Guards,  the 
debtor  received  a  letter  from  head-ouarters,  requiring  to  know  if  fliere  enisled 
any  objections  to  the  account,  and  fiuling  in  his  rendering  a  satiafiictQrf 
answer,  he  was  put  on  stoppages  until  thue  creditor^ls  demand  was  satisfied. 
Repeated  applications  of  this  kind .  might  endanger  the  officer's  oomm»- 
sion,  which  was  then  sold  for  the  pujrment  of  his  credilors.  Other  didi»> 
quencies  were  at  the  same  time  adverted  to ;  and  without  maintaaBing'  an 
inquisitorial  strictness  over  the  officers,  or  taking  too  dose  inspeotioD  of  the 
mere  gaieties  and  follies  of  youth,  a  oomplaint  of  any  kina,  implying^  a 
departure  from  the  character  of  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  was 
instantly  inquired  into  by  the  eommander-in-ohief,  and  the  delinquent  ceo* 
sured  or  punished  as  the  case  seemed  to  reouire.  The  privale  toldien 
equally  engaged  the  attention  of  his  Royal  Hignness. 

In  the  course  of  his  superintendence  of  tl^  army,  a  militaiy  dns,  Ike 
most  absurd  in  Europe,  was  altered  for  one  easy  and  ^omfoitable  for  ths 
men,  aiid  suitable  to  the  hardships  they  are  exposed  to  in  aelual  tervioe. 
The  severe  and  vexatious  rvdes  exacted  about  tymg  of  hair,  and  other  trifling 
^nctilios,  were  abolished,  and  strict  eleanKness  was  substituted  for  a  Hot- 
tentot head-dress  of  taUow  and  floor.  Hie  pay  of  the  sokiier  was  augnMnted^ 
while  care  was  taken  that  it  should  be  expended  in  bettering  Us  eomfoits. 
The  slimiest  complaint  on  the  part  of  a  sentinel  was  as  vegoMy  inquirecl 
into,  as  if  it  had  been  preferred  by  a  general  ofiker.  Lastly,  flie  use  of  the 
cane  was  entirely  prohibited ;  and  even  corporal  poniahments,  by  the  aes- 
tence  of  a  court-martial,  have  been  moderated. 

If,  therefore,  vse  find  in  the  rooderu  British  officer  a  move  regular  eownrs^ 
of  study,,  a  deeper  acquaintance  vrith  the  prindptes  of  his  prolinBOtt,  and  a 
greater  love  for  its  exertions,— if  we  fiaa  the  privale  sentnel  disduoge  faia 
duty  with  a  mind  unembittered  by  petty  vexatioDs  and  regimentat  exadionSy 
conscious  of  immunity  from  capncious  violence^  and  knowng  where  to 
appeal  if  he  sustains  mjury, — if  we  find  in  all  ranks  of  the  anny,  a  love  of 
the  profession,  and  a  capacity  of  matching  themselves  wijh  the  finest  troops 
which  Europe  ever  produced, -~to  the  memofy  of  tlie  Duke  of  York  we  owe 
t\m  change. 
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Thft  means  of  improviog  the  tactics  o£  the  anny  did  not  escape  his  Royal 
Iliglmeas's  care  ana  attentioD.  Fonnerly,  eveiy  commanding  officer  m»- 
nceuTied  his  regiment  after  his  own  fiishion ;  and  if  a  brigade  of  tioops  were 
brought  together,  it  was  donditfiil  whether  tbmr  could  execute  any  combined 
movement,  and  almost  certain  that  they  ooold  not  pecform  the  various  parts 
pf  it  on  the  same  pnndple.  This  was  remedied  by  the  legulations  compiled 
by  the  late  Sir  David  Dundasy  and  which  obtained  the  ganction  of  his  Itoyal 
iligbness. 

.  We  can  but  notice  the  Duke's  establishment  near  Chelsea,  for  the 
orphans  of  soldien,  the  cleanlinesB  and  discipline  of  vHiich  are  a  model  for 
such  institutions ;  and  the  Royal  Military  College  at  SandhuKBt,  vthae  every 
species  of  scientific  instmction  is  afiRxded  to  those  officers  whom  it  is  desir- 
able to  qualify  for  the  staff.  The  exceMent  officers  who  have  been  fonned 
in  this  iutittttion,  are  the  best  fledge  of  what  is  due  to  the  founder;  and 
we  repeat,  that  if  the  British  'Soldier  meets  the  foe,  not  only  with  equal 
courage,  Imt  with  equal  readiness  and  focility^  of  manoeivne*^  the  Bntish 
officer  brings  against  his  scientific  antagonist  not  only  his  own  good  heart 
and  hand,  Uit  an  improved  and  enligfatoied  knowledge  of  his  profeasioo — 
to  tlie  memmy  of  the  Duke  of  Yoik  me  anny  and  the  ooontiy  owe  ih/em^ 
.  The  character  of  his  Royal  H^;fane9B  was  admirably  adapted  to  the  task 
of  this  extended  refonnationy  in  a  branch  of  the  pubhc  seivioe  on  which  the 
safety  of  England  abselulely  depended.  Without  poMenng  any  briUianqy, 
his  judgment,  dear  aw)  steady,  was  inflexibly  guided  by  honour  and  prin- 
ciple. No  solicitations  could  make  him  promise  what  it  woukl  have  Men 
JnconsiMent  with  those  principles  to  gnmt;  uot  conki  any  dicnmstanoes 
induce  him  to  break  or  ehide  the  promise  which  he  had  onoe  given.  At 
the  same  time^  his  feelings^  humane  and  kindly,  were,  on  all  poBsible  ooca- 
siona,  accewthie  to  the  daims  of  compassian :  and  there  oeouind  but  nre 
instances  of  a  wife  widowed,  or  a  femily^Rndered  oipbans,  by  the  death 
of  a  meritorious  officer,  witboot  semethiog  being  done  to  render  their  cala- 
mities  more  toleniUe. 

As  a  statesman,  the  Duke  of  Yoric,  from  his  eariiest  lypaarance  in  public 
life^  was  guided  l^  the  opmkms  of  Mr.  Pitt.  But  two  dreumstances  are 
worthy  of  remark :  first,  that  his  Roysl  Higfaneai  never  pennitled  the  con* 
sideration  of  poUtics  to  inftpenoe  him  m  his  department  of  coanmander^in- 
chief,  but  gave  a&ke^  to  Whig  as  to  Toiy,  the  prefermeot  their  seiviee  or 
their  talents  deserved :  secondly,  in  attaching  himself  to  the  party  whose 
ol^ect  is  sappcaed  to  be  lo  strengthen  the  crown,  his  Royal  Highness  would 
have  been  the  last  man  to  invade^  in  the  slightest  degree^  the  rights  of  the 
people,  Ibe  fofiowing  snecdola  ma^  be  relied  upon : — ^At  the  tid>le  of  the 
commander'in-chief,  not  many  yeaa  sioDe,  a  young  officer  entered  into  a 
dispute  with  a  Uentenent-ooloDd,  upon  the  point  to  which  milicaiy  obedi. 
ence  ought  lo  be  carried.  ^  If  the  cammaiideM»<chicC  said  the  younger 
officer,  *'  should  order  me  to  do  a  thing  which  I  knew  to  be  civilly  ifle^, 
I  would  not  scruple  to  obey  him,  and  consider  myself  as  relieved  fiom  all 
responsibility  by  the  commands  of  my  superior.''^— '' So  would  not  I,^ 
retuined  the  cofonel,  *'  I  should  rather  prefer  the  risk  of  being  shot  for  dis- 
obedience by  my  commanding  officer,  than  be  hanged  for  transgressing  the 
laws  of  my  countiy."  ^'  You  have  answered  like  yoursd^''  said  his  Royal 
Highness,  whose  attention  had  been  attracted  by  the  vivaciW  of  the  debate ; 
<'  acd  the  officer  would  deserve  both  to  be  shot  and  hanged  that  should  act 
otherwise.  I  tnist  all  British  officers  would  be  as  unwillinff  to  execute  an 
illegal  mandate,  as,  I  tnist,  the  commander-in-chief  would  be  incapable 
of  iasuing  otie/' 
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The  religion  of  the  Duke  of  Yoik  was  ginoeie,  and  he  was  particnlariy 
attached  to  the  Church  of  England.  In  this  he  strongly  resembled  h» 
father ;  like  whom  he  entertained  a  conscientious  sense  or  the  obl^alioDs 
of  the  coronation  oath,  which  prevented  him  from  acquiescing  in  the  furilier 
relaxation  of  the  laws  against  Catholics. 

In  his  person  and  countenance  the  Duke  was  laige>  stout,  and  manly ; 
he  spoke  rather  with  some  of  the  indistinctness  of  utterance  peculiar  to  his 
father,  than  with  the  precision  of  enunciation  which  distinguishes  his  royal 
Brother.  Indeed,  his  Royal  Highness  resembled  his  late  Majesty  perhaps 
the  most  of  any  of  Geotge  the  Third's  descendants. 

We  would  here  gladly  conclude  the  subject ;  but,  to  complete  a  portrait^ 
the  shades  as  well  as  Uie  lights  must  be  inserted ;  and  in  their  foibles  as 
well  as  their  gpod  qualities,  princes  are  the  property  of  histoiy.    Occupied 

Scrpetuallv  with  omcith  duty,  >nduch,  to  the  last  period  of  his  life,  h» 
ischarged  with  the  utmost  punctuality,  the  Duke  of  Yoik  was  peculiariy 
negligent  of  his  own  a£&irs,  and  the  embarrassoients  which  arose  m  conse- 
quence, were  considerably  increased  by  an  impmdent  passion  for  the  tutf 
and  for  deep  play.  Those  unhappy  propensities  eihausted  the  fonds  witfi 
which  the  nation  supphed  h'un  liberally,  and  sometimes  produced  extremis 
ties  which  must  have  been  painful  to  a  man  of  temper  so  hooourabie. 
The  exalted  height  of  his  laok,  which  renders  it  doubtless  more  difficult  to 
look  into  and  regulate  domestic  expenditure,  together  with  the  imposing^ 
duties  of  his  office,  may  be  admittea  as  alleviations,  bat  not  apofogies,  for 
this  imprudence. 

A  cnminal  passion  of  another  nature,  proved,  at  one  part  of  his  life,  yety 
injurious  to  his  character ;  and  had  tde  efiect  of  driving  him  for  a  Atnt 
time  from  public  life.  But  he  was  soon  welcomed  bade,  and  in  that  high 
command  his  Rx>yal  Highness  continued  to  manage  our  military  affiiirs. 
During  the  last  years  of  the  most  momentous  war  that  ever  was  waged,  he 
prepared  the  moat  splendid  victories  our  annals  can  boast,  by  an  unceasmg 
attention  to  the  character  and  talents  of  the  officers  and  the  comfoirts  of  the 
men.  Trained  under  a  system  so  admirable,  our  army  seemed  to  increase 
in  efficacy,  power,  and  munbexs,  in  proportion  to  the  increasing  occasion 
which  the  public  had  for  their  services.  Nor  is  it  a  less  praise,  that  when 
men  so  disciplined  returned  from  scenes  of  battle,  ravaged  coantiies,  and 
stormed  cities,  they  reassumed  the  habits  of  private  life  as  if  they  had  never 
left  them.  This  superintending  care,  if  not  the  most  gaudy,-  is  amongst  the 
most  enduring  flowers  which  will  bloom  over  the  Duke  of  Yoik's  tomb. 
It  gave  eneigy  to  Britain  in  war,  and  strength  to  her  in  peace.  It  combined 
tranquillity  with  triumph,  and  morahty  with  the  habits  of  a  miUtafy  lil^ 
If  our  soldiers  have  been  found  invincible  in  battle,  and  meritorioas  in 
peaceful  society  when  restored  to  its  bosom,  let  no  Briton  forget  that  this  is 
owing  to  the  paternal  care  of  him  (o  whose  memory  we  here  ofi^  an  mt- 
perfect  tribute. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 


CHARACTERISTIC   ANECDOTES. 

In  a  letter  descriptive  of  the  Coronation,  by  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
is  the  following  enaracteristic  sketch  of  one  of  the  most  touching 
incidents  of  that  most  magnificent  spectacle : — 

^'  It  was  peculiaily  delightful  to  see  the  King  receive  from  the  Royal 
Brethren,  but  in  particular  the  Duke  of  York;  the  iratemal  kiss,  in  which, 
they  acknowl^dgea  their  Sovereign.  There  was  4in  honest  tenderness,  an 
affectionate  and  sincere  reverence,  in  the  embrace  interchanged  between  the 
Duke  of  Yoik  and  bis  Majesty,  that  approaclied  almoift  to  a  caress,  and 
impressed  all  present  with  the  electrical  conviction  that  the  nearest  to  the 
throne  in  blood  was  the  nearest  also  in  affection.  I  never  heard  plaudits 
given  more  from  the  heart  than  those  that  were  thundered  upon  tlie  Royal 
Brethren  when  they  were  thus  pressed  to  each  other's  bosoms— it  was  an 
emotion  of  natural  kindness,  which,  bursting  out  amidst  ceremonial  grandeur, 
found  an  answer  in  every  British  heart.'' 

A  respectable  clergyman  who  had  long  laboured  in  his  profession,  being 
far  advanced  in  years,  and  having  a  very  small  income,  witti  a  large  family, 
was  induced  by  some  accounts  which  he  had  heard  of  the  great  benevo- 
lence of  the  Duke  of  York,  to  apply  to  his  Royal  Highness  for  a  commission 
for  his  second  son,  a  promising  young  man  who  wished  to  serve  his  king 
and  country  in  the  army.  He  mentioned  to  some  of  his  friends  the  inten- 
tion he  had  of  making  tlie  application ;  but  was  told  that  it  must  be  in  vain, 
as  several  instances  had  recenUy  occurred  of  refusals  being  returned  to  solici- 
tations for  commissions,  though  made  by  persons  possessed  of  political 
interest.  The  clergyman  said  that,  notwithstaixlmg,  he  would  tiy  his  chance. 
He  did  so,  and  sent  a  letter  to  the  Duke,  with  certifkales  of  his  circum- 
stances and  character.  By  the  return  of  post  he  received  an  answer,  signi- 
fying that  his  son  should  have  a  commission;  and  accordingly,  in  the 
ensuing  Gazette^  the  young  man's  name  appeared  in  the  list  of  militaiy 
appointments. 

The  following  circumstance  was  related  at. a  meeting  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Association,  just  after  the  death  of  the  Duke : — Mr.  M'Dermot,  a 
gentleman  of  that  persuasion,  and  who  had  formerly  been  in  the  army, 
wrote  to  his  Royal  Highness,  stating  that  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  times 
he  was  much  reduced  in  his  fortune,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  assist  his  two 
sons  who  wished  very  much  to  enter  the  service.  By  return  of  post  he 
received  a  letter,  stating  that  an  inquiiy  should  be  made  into  his  case ; 
which  promise  was  fulfilled,  and  the  two  young  gentlemen  were  forthwith 
appointed. 

A  young  officer  named  Drew,  who  had  served  during  a  great  part  of  the 
Peninsular  war,  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left  arm  in  the  hame  of  Sala- 
manca, for  which  he  was  invaUded  with  the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant.  Not 
being  one  of  those  who  love  inglorious  ease,  soon  aner  his  letum  to  England 
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he  made  several  ineffectual  appUcatioiis  to  be  pHused  on  aetii^  ietvice. 
Chance  unexpectedly  brought  nim  under  the  notice  of  the  Duke  of  Yo^, 
and  eventually  led  to  the  accomplisiiment  of  his  hopes.  As,  Mr.  Drew  ww 
riding  one  morning  through  the  park,  he  perceived  the  Ommmnder-in-chieff 
coming  towaxds  liim ;  when  immediately,  though  mounted  on  a  mettlesome 
animal,  he  placed  the  reins  in  his  mouth,  took  off  his  hat,  and  graoefoUy 
saluted  his  Royal  Highness,  who  wta  so  struck  with  his  &ie  appeanmoe, 
tliat  he  dirked  one  of  his  officers  to  inquire  the  gentleman's  name.  "Hie 
card  of  Lieutenant  Drew  was  returned ;  and,  by  the  Duke's  desire,  die 
young  soldier  was  commanded  to  attend  the  next  mlKtaiy  levee:  ABset  « 
formal  introduction,  his  Hoyal  Highness  entered  fiuniliaiiy  into  conveBation 
With  Mr.  Drew,  and,  finally,  inquired  whether  he  was  satisfied'  witb  His 
sitttatioii.  IHe  lieutenant  aihBitted  that  the  remttneration  was  mote  tfiMt 
equal  to  his  deserts,  but  hinted  that  he  had  an  ann  left,  capable  of  wieMlnfK 
a  sword  in  the  defence  of  his  king  and  countiy,  and  that  he  would  be  ^ad 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  evincing  his  loyalty.  Tlie  Duke  made  no  re^y^ 
but  in  the  next  Gazette  Mr.  Drew  was  gazetted  to  a  company  in  the  84th 
foot. 

As  a  proof  of  tiie  Duke's  attention  to  the  oflkprmg  of  old  sokiien,  n 
young  gentleman  being  anxious  to  enter  the  army,  laid  befbie  his  Royal 
Highness  the  commissions  of  his  ancestors,  signed  by  King  Charles  I.  and  11. 
William  HI.  Queen  Anne,-  King  George  I.  and  II.  and  one  given  to  his 
great-gnmdftfther  on  the  field  at  the  battle  of  Aghrira,  signed  by  General 
Umkell  in  1691.  The  Duke  immediately  appointed  him  to  an  ensigncy ; 
and  the  young  officer  joined  his  regiment  m  the  Pisninsula,  Vlioe  he  Was 
severely  wounded  in  two  battles. 

Several  years  ago,  when  the  Duke  of  York  was  at  Oadands,  he  observed 
the  housekeeper  turning  away  a  poor  woman  from  the  door  with  unnsuaf 
asperity.  The  curiosity  of  Yas  Royal  Highness  being  excited  hy  the  manner 
ofhis  servant,  he  asked  her  the  reason  ^  such  behaviour,  and  received  for 
diwwer,  that  **  the  woman  was  only  a  soldier's  wife  who  had  been  begging  V* 
**Asoldier'swiffe!*'  rejoined  the  Duke,  "and  pray  what  is  your  mistress 
but  a  toldie^s  wife?*  call  tiie  poor  creature  back,  aijd  give  her  some  reliefT^ 
•  The  following  anecdote  is  a  proof  of  the  retentiveness  ofhis  memory,  as 
well  as  of  the  goodness  of  his  heart  t — ^ffis  Royal  Highness  being  on  a  visit 
at  Apelhorpe,  the  seat  of  file  Eari  of  Westmoreland,  a  basket  of  fjgs  x(ii^ 
sent  thither  by  a  gentteman  who  knew  that  his  lordsh!^  had  none  growiAg'  in 
his  gardens.  Tht  messenger,  on  approaching  the  house/ passed  by  the  Duke 
of  York,  who  immediatefy  stoppw  and  said,  **  I  know  you,  my  man.*' 
**  Yes ;''  said  the  servant,  <*  and  I  know  your  Royal  Highness,  for  I  was 
your  orderly  ip  Flanders."  "  Good  fellow,"  added  the  Diuce,  *'  I  remember 
you.  Call  upon  me  to-morrow.'*  Hie  veteran  did  so,  and  the  Duke 
receiYed  him  with  cordiality,  gave  him  three  gtiineas,  and  sent  him  a:way 
delighted. 

About  the  year  1810  his  Royal  Highness  was  reviewing,  in  company 
with  his  present  Majesty,  tfie  troops  of  &e  eastern  district,  on  Lexden  Iicatli 
near  Colchester,  when  the  Prince,  obseiving  a  very  old  soldier  mounted  ou 
an  aged  hack,  wished  to  know  who  he  was.  The  Commander-in-^hief  re- 
plied, **Oh,  it  is  Andrews,  Ae  oldest  soldier  in  the  army,  haWng  served  in 
three  reigns,  and  is  now  on  half  pay.  An  aide-de-camp  was  despatched' 
for  the  veteran's  attendance,  and  a  conversation  ensued,  of  which  me  fbl« 
lowing  is  a  part: — ^**How  old  are  you,  Andrews,  and  how  long  liave  vou 
been  in  the  servicer  said  the  Duke,  "Why,  your  Royal  Highness,  I  am 
now  ninety,  and  have  been  in  the  service  about  seventy  years.*    The  Duke 
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Meing  thai  be,  was  drened  in  an  old  ain^  id  tepmnaalSy  asked  how  long  he 
migfat  have  had  them  t  '^  Whjr,  your  Royal  Highness,  about  forty  years.'' 
On  thia  the  Dnke^  taking  up  the  skirt  of  the  coat^  temaskcd  that  such  cloth 
Waa  not  made  now-a-days.  **  No ;''  replied  the  Telaian,  **  nor  such  men 
•itfaest''  Hie  ittert  so  pleased  the  Duke  and  his  Brother,  that  the  soldier 
wss  fiom  that  time  placed  on  fiiU  pay,  to  make  the  remainder  of  his  days 
comintahle.  He  daied  at  fits  advanoed  age  of  ninety-seven,  and  was  butied 
m  te  cbMcehyard  of  St»  Mary's,  Cokrhester. 

We  hare  recorded  the  cool  valour  of  the  Duke  of  York  when  he  stood 
the  file  of  Colonel  Lenox;  but  we  should  have  related  the  fact,  ^t  Lord 
Wiaebelaaa  and  the  Colonel  both  had  their  baggage  packed  up,  and  the 
carriage  ready  to  leave  the  kingdom,  in  case  the  rencounter  had  proved 
t9$aL  Neither  the  Duke  of  Yoik  nor  Lord  Rawdon,  however,  adopted  any 
OMaame  of  the  aort 

In  die  year  17$^,  their  Eo^  Higbnesses  the  Duke  and  Buebess  of  Yoik 
spent  a  great  part  of  the  season  at  Bath,  wheee  a  rmoeiioiy  was  formed 
under  their  special  patronage,  for  the ,  purpose  of  afforoing  to  all  persons, 
and  more  paiticulariy  foreign  emigrants  in  ^istrosed  circiimstances,  the 
OMaaaof  seUing  to  advantage  the  ptodnctiona  of  their  ingenufty  and  industry. 
The  preaenoe  Mtd  example  of  their  Boyal  Higbneases,  on  this  occasion,  had 
a  cooaideiable  eiEbd  in  piomoting  the  benevolent  object 

His  Royal  Hig^mess  was  a  keen  sportsman,  and  even  inhis  last  iUness 
be  took  a  pleasure  in  conversing  upon  the  subject.  In  the  season  of  lg23-4, 
be  was.in  vigorous  health,  and  extremdy  fortunate  in  all  Ins  Shootiqg  paitieS| 
particulBriy  on  Satuiday,' the  24th  of  Januafy,  of  the. latter  year,  at  Uie  seat 
ef  the  Earl  of  Verulam,  in  Hertfordshire,  where  the  Duke  killed  ninehr-eight 
phflBtMis,  beskies  otfaergame.  He  cbntittoed  the  spOii  till  dark, and  after- 
wards dined  with  the  Estrl  and  Countess,  stopped  to  an  evening  party,  and 
b^ween  one  and  two  o'clock  set  off  for  London,  whoe  he  arived  uiout  four, 
and  attended  the  (Atafel  royal  a  Sunday  noon. 

A  shprt  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  his  fotal  iUneaS)  the  Duke 
was  ynet  by  three  young  ladies  as  he  was  walking  into  St.  James's  Park  at  the 
entranoe  of  the  Stableb-yaid;  who  present^  a  letter  to  bin,  which  he  leoeived 
with  his  usual  afiabilily.  Hi^  Royal  Higimeari  opened  the  letter  and  lead  if, 
and  afier  asking  them  a  few  qpettiona,  desired  them  to  call  on  him  the  fol- 
k%wing  day  at  the  Horse  Ouards.  Die  young  ladies  were  the  daughters  of  an 
g^Soer  who  had  been  killed  in  battle,  and  conoocpicnfly  they  enjoyed  small 
pensions^  but  which  were  to  cease  on  their  respective  marriages.  As  one  of 
them  was  about  to  enter  into  that  state,  she  desired  that  her  pension  idiaht 
be  transferred  to  her  sisters ;  to  which  the  Duke  kindly  consented,  and  it 
was  promptly  settled  when  they  called  the  nex)  day. 

Tne  Duke  of  Yoi^  was  inattentive  to  his  pecuniary  af&irs,  in  consequence 
of  whichf  he  fell  into  many  difficulties,  and  in  4ome  instadeea  his  name 
stood  deep  on  tradesmen's  bodes,  l^is  was  the  case  particulariy  with 
Messn.  Rundell  and  Bridge^  the  silversmitl^  and  jewrilen,  on  Lodgate 
HiU.  His  Royal  Highness  calling  one  day  at  the  shop,  was  wailed  upon, 
in  the  absence,  of  Mr.  Bridge,  by  the  principal,  when  the  Duke,  among 
other  things^  said,  '<Mr.  Rundell,  you  must  be  very  rich.'*  The  old  gen- 
tleman replied,  ^  Bless  your  Royal  Highness,  quite  the  contrary :  noU>dy 
thinks  of  paying  us  what  they  owe,  whidfi  keeps  us  poor :  but  if  we  could 
get  in  our  just  d^ts^  we  rai^t  be  rich."  The  Doke  made  no  answer;  but 
put  down  a  gold  box  be  had  been  viewing,  and,  after  desirinff  that  Mr. 
Bridge  would  call  upon  him,  went  away.  1&  next  day  a  chede  for  live 
bombed  poimds  was  sent,  with  an  order  to  place  it  to  his  account.    This  90 
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ple&aed  Rondelly  that  he  exclaimed,  he  Icnew  Mr.  Bridge  cofM  make  people 
pay  if  he  would  only  speak  out  as  plainly  as  he  did. 

To  the  town  of  Brignton  his  Royal  Highness  was  a  frequent  tisilor;  and 
during  his  occasional  residence  there,  he  gave  the  inhabitants  almwiaiM 
opportunities  of  witnessing  his  mode  of  life,  and  of  appreciating  the  eno^ 
lence  of  his  diqiosition.  Among  the  shops  that  he  frequented  wasiha  •f 
a  respectable  linen  diaper,  to  whom  he  proved  ^  steady  friend.  Aft  one 
time  the  Duke  made  a  purehase  of  some  hnoi  for  shiits,  and  as  he  w^s 
about  to  depazt,  the  tmdesman  offered  to  get  them  made.  lUs,  hofwever, 
his  Royal  Highness  declined,  saying,  ^  One  of  my  serfanfis  is  lately  dead, 
and  has  left  a  poor  widow,  to  whom  the  making  of  these  diiits  willbe  mi 
object.''  «i 

Whenever  the  weather  permitted,  the  Chain  Pier  was  a  ^vourite  oieifca 
nade  to  his  Royal  Higlmess.    Here  in  plain  dress  he  genetaUywalkea  alone, 
making  bis  observations  on  whatever  passed.    He  would  often  enMr  mto 
conveisation  with  the  fishermen  on  their  success,  while  leaning  over  the  ndb 
that  ftont  the  sea. 

About  fourteen  yeais  ago,  a  fisherman  lurring  met  with  some  severe  teem, 
which  reduoed  him  to  the  utmost  want,  the  svmpflrtfay  of  ihe  inhabitants  wts 
excited  so  far,  that  a  subscription  was  entered  into  for  his  relief.  This  cir- 
cumstance gave  rise  to  an  institution  to  provide  against  similar  disvters, 
under  the  denomination  of  the  "  Brighton  Fishermen's  Association.''  Of 
this  laudable  establishment,  his  present  Majesty  condescended  to  become 
the  patron ;  and  at  the  first  meetmg  the  Dukeof  Yorii  took  the  chair.  "Die 
objects  embraced  were  to  administer  assistance  to  all  subscribing  membas 
in  cases  of  sickness,  to  make  an  allowance  to  widows  and  fiimilies,  to  relief 
superannuated  members,  and  lo  afibrd  compensation  to  others  for  knaes  SM- 
tained  in  the  exercise  of  their  calling. 

Not  far  from  Brighton  lives  an  old  soldier,  generally  known  by  the  fltme 
of  Corporal  Stanes.  He  b  now  between  sixty  and  seventy  yean  of  age, 
has  seen  mnch  service,  and  is  neariy  a  cripple.  His  miserable  hut,  ^vhMi 
stands  by  the  side  of  an  old  wall,  is  coverea  with  pieces  of  tarpauUng,  but 
destitute  of  a  window,-  and  not  impernoos  to  the  wet.  Within,  it  eidubito 
every  appearance  of  wvetdiednesB;  and  the  whole  is  little  more  than  niite 
feet  square,  one  half  of  which  is  occupied  by  his  bed.  He  has,  howcrar, 
contrived  to  make  the  most  of  his  room,  as  part  of  the  space  under  lb*  bed 
is  turned  into  •  hen.coop,  and  the  remainder  fo  uses  no  less  nectmuf. 
Just  without  the  door  is  a  mtle  dog,  which,  acting  as  a  sentinel  aNvs^s^oii 
duty,  hsU  a  kennel  provided  for  his  aocommodation.  Coatigaous-to  the 
entrance  into  the  hut  is  a  little  place,  about  twke  the  siae  of  the  dwcllia^, 
that  might  have  been  convert  into  a  garden,  if  the  oocimant's  taste  had 
been  so  disposed.  Instead  of  this,  hovrever,  he  has  turned  the  spot  into  a 
fortification,  in  humble  imitation  of  Poet  BayaXf  in  Jamaica.  Tneeatsraal 
fence  consists  of  a  few  short  stakes,  driven  into  the  ground  for  Aesuiiport  e( 
others  in  a  transverse  direction.  Within  this  epdoeure  are  stsftioned  atveiii 
wooden  images,  to  represent  soldiers,  vrhite'  fipom  the  erabrasore,  mioBle 
cannon  peep  out  in  various  direotions,  made  of  old  candlesliclBi  or 
broken  gun  barrels.  In  some  parts  are  flagstafis  with  odours,  and  in 
comer  is  Lord  Nelson's  image  lying  in  state.  On  poblic  d^  the 
discharges  royal  salutes,  the  old,  governor  actually  expeodin^  twen^shfllHigjS 
a  year  in  ammunition,  to  shew  his  loyalty.  The  ENdce  of  Yoik,  aMiniwI 
by  this  curiosity,  paid  the  Corporal  sevesal  visits,  in  the  couiae  of  whsch  be 
convened  very  freelv  with  the  vetenm  upon  his  foitifiaatieo,  aa  weQ  as 
penonal  history ;  and  though  his  stay  in  genecal  was  short,  he  never  left  ibe 
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awttlid  without  giving  him  cause  to  praise  his  Ubetality.  The  old  man  says^ 
the  Duke  was  tfie  best  friend  the  soldiers  ever  had,  as  he  always  curbed 
the  undue  eierdsc  of  delegated  power,  and  shielded  the  helpless  from  the 
aitogance  of  authority.  On  one  occasion  the  pensioners  having  displeased 
themiperintendanty  had  their  pay  reduced,  which  privation  they  sufiered  for 
a  oonaderable  time  without  redress.  At  length,  the  Duke  of  York  was 
msuit  acquainted  with  their  situation ;  on  which  an  immediate  inquiry  took 
place^  the  pay  was  restored,  and  all  tlie  aneais  were  paid  up.  Tlie  last 
time  the  Duke  visited  the  corporal  he  told  him  to  make  himself  easy,  for 
that  he  should  never  want ;  but  shortly  after  he  was  taken  ill,  and  his  death 
-fmt  an  end  to  the  veteian*s  hopes.  On  this  event,  the  old  man  put  hn 
garrison  into  mourning  with  pieces  of  black  crape,  and  he  also  obtained  an 
ijaage  lo  represent  his  patron  lying  in  state,  unaer  a  canopy  decorated  widi 
sable  horK-nair,  blaek  feathers,  and  other  insignia  of  woe.  But  the  late 
Coramaadei^in-Chief  was  not  the  only  royal  personage  who  honoured  the 
'  oorpoml  with  his  presence.  His  Majesty,  when  prince  regent,  attended  by 
several  officers,  once  called  to  see  the  old  man  and  his  flnlaficatioii.  ^Ihe 
Prince  and  his  company  were  much  amused,  and  his  Royal  Highness,  at 
pmting,  gave  the  worn-out  soldier  full  permission  to  visit  the  kitchen  at  the 
Pavilion,  wlMmever  he  pleased. 

The  following  interesting  narrative  appeared  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine  for  last  February : — 

Passmg  over  the  Guadasama  mountains,  seven  leagues  north  of  Madrid, 
mk  the  13th  October,,  1809,  accompanied  by  some  British  officers  of  the 
Guards^  about  80  British  soldiers,  and  several  Spaniards,  the  whole  con- 
foyed  by  a  stxong  escort  of  French  troops,  cavid^  and  infimtry,  I  perceived 
in  the  centre  of  the  escort  a  veiy  interesting  looking  child,  appaiei^y  seven 
years  old,  sitting  with  a  Spanish  female  in  a  kind  of  cait.  flie  appearance 
of  the  boy  indicated  that  he  was  not  a  native  of  a  southern  dimale :  this, 
loi^elher  with  a  naivete  and  plajfohiess  in  his  manner,  uodnoed  me  to  addsess 
him*  I  aeeordingly  spoke  to  him  in  Spanish,  to  which  he  made  a  suitable 
reply;  and  to  my  no  small  surprise,  immediately  after,  he  addressed  me  in 
Eofi^ish.  Having  inquired  of  the  female  (who  appeared  to  have  the  boy 
uncwr  her  care)  wbeie  he  had  learned  to  speak  the  Elfish  language,  she 
veplied  that  the  boy  was  bom  in  Scotland,  that  his  father,  who  had  been  a 
sergeant  in  the  42a  regiment,  had  served  the  year  before  in  the  British 
army  under  Sir  JohiflVloora,  and  was  killed  at  the  baHle  in  front  of  Co- 
nmna ;  previous  to  which,  on  the  retreat  of  the  British  troops  from  Lugo, 
the  motlier,  together  with  the  boy,  was  left  behind^  sick,  in  the  hospital  at 
-Lugo;  that  she  fell  a  victim  to  disease,  and  her  child  was  found  in  the 
hoBpitel,  in  an  abMldoned,  wretched  condition,  by  the  French  oflficer  of 
•  GBvahy,  who  at  that  moment  commanded  the  cavadry  that  conveyed  us  on 
«ur  way  to  France.  When  an  opportunity  offered,  I  introduced  the  subject 
to  the  French  eommandant,  who  corroboiated  the  stoiy  related  by  the 
Spanish  lady,  who  it  tuned  out  was  his  chifere  amie.  I  then  mentioned  the 
eirGmnstanoe  to  tbe  British  officer,  vrho,  as  well  as  myself,  conjoimly  endea- 
>«ouBed  to  nievail  on  the  French  officer  to  give  up  the  dnld  to  his  natoral 
luulactuis,  bat  all  our  arguments  and  entreaties  were  in  vain,  for  he  was  so 
mndi  attached  to  the  boy,  that  he  would  not  part  widi  him  on  any  account. 

At  this  period,  independent  of  his  histoiy,  the  manners  of  the  diild  were 
exfinemdy  interesting,  and  he  coidd  spieak  fbur  1angna$i;es  with  no  small 
degree  ef  fUmcy.  French,  he  acquired  from  die  French  officer ;  German, 
frohi  the  afBoer%  servant,  who  happened  to  be  of  tlie  Saion  coatingent ; 
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Spoiusby  from  the  fsmtAe,  who  eotaid  not  vpak  a  wacd  of  Fftoeh;  anid  -fas 
slill  retaiaed  a  knowledge  of  his  native  tongue.  We  joaraey^  togetbriv 
tfaiee  weeks  kmger  towards  the  French  fiontiery  and  on  oar  ttrivid  at  Tekomi 
30  miles  south  of  Baycmie,  the  French  commandant  reoaved  ordcis  to 
conduct  the  Spanish  prisoneis  oi  war  to  the  ibitress  of  Fampelana,  while 
the.'  British  wounded,  who  feU  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  m  the  koa|iiui 
after  the  battle  of  Talavera,  were  ordered  to  prosecute  tiheir  msmii.lo  Frstee ; 
bat  (as  I  wipa  subsequently  informed)  the  road  JEo  Panipduna  being  inter- 
cepted by  the  Spanish  OueriUas»  it  was  neoeasaiy'that  the  French  offieer 
should  restore  the  communicaition  at  the  head  of  a  large  foroe^  la  Ihe 
mean  time  he  left  his  establishment  at  Tolosa,  until  it  woidd  be'piudent  to 
Older  it  to  reioin  him ;  hut  the  Spanish  My  (on  acoeimt  of  living  with  a 
French  o6Soer)  dreaded  the  resentment  of  her  countrymen  so  mndi,  that  in 
a-  few  days  after  the  departure  of  ^  Frendi  officer,  she  tied,  and  descM«4 
(he  child  in  her  charge.  * 

About  a  raenth  sater  4iis  period,  Captain,  now  Major  H  ■»  of  the 
23d  Qmgoonsy  whose  wounds  did  not  permit  him  to  accompany  as  froai 
Madrid^  hi  paning  throng  Tolosa  on  his  wavto  Venkm^  aociaentaHy  heard 
that  there  was  an  £ngli&  boy  in  en  abanaonedl  Ibitoni  oondition  in  -ibm 
town.  He  immediately  took  die  child  andi§r  his  proleotiony  and  having 
heard  at  Orleans  that  I  had  received  a  pasusport  to  retnm  to  Eaglaqdr  a<D^ 
being  anxious  that  I  should  convey  some  letters  to  his  family,  ventured 
to  proceed  to  Paris;  here  I  recognized  my  btde  travellmg  companion^ 
who  recollected  me  immediately.  In  a  few  days  I  prevaileid  on  Captain 
H  to  allow  me  to  take  the  boy  to  Enp^and ;  and  naving  presentea  my 
little  proteg^  at  the  Bureau  de  Guenre,  his  manners  and  h^toiy  soon  ob- 
lainea  permission  for  him  to  return  hoflBOb 

Previous  to  leaving  the  French  metropolis,  Captain  H gave  me  a 

letter,  addressed  tjo  ins  royal  highness  tne  Duke  of  York,  the  founder  of 
the  MUttaiy  Asylum,  end  anotter  letter  to  te  Marquis  of  Hnntfey,  colond 
of  the.  iregiment  in  whiob  4he  bo/s  father  had  served*  On  ray  arritai^  iir 
I^oi^cs  { .  lort'  90  (inie  in  delivering  these  lette9%  and  soon  after  waa(i»-> 
99tW  with  the  child)  honnnred  by  an  inleiview  with  his  royal  higjbM«e» 
who  yf^s  very  much  pleased  with  the  boy,  took  him  in  his  aims,  aod^spoka 
to  him  in  French  and  Qennan,  to  which  the  little  fellow  made  suitable 
answers.  His  rpyal  hi^mess  was  pleased  to  make  eveiy  necessary  anange- 
ment  for  tlie  boy's  admission  into  me  Royal  ^CAitaxy  Asylum,  Chelsea,  vndi 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  Lord  Hun^,  on  receipt  of  Capodn  H/s1etter» 
immediately  wrote  4o  the  oelonel  of  the  1st  battalion  49d  legimeot,  then 
quartered  at  Canterbury,  to  meke  inquny  if  :the  diikl  had  ai^  friends  living 
in  Scotland.  i' 

In  a  few  days  after,  (it  being  necessary  to  procure  the  Marquis  of  Hunt* 
ley's  signature  to  some  papers,  previous  to  the  boy's  admission  into  the 
asylum,)  I,  together  with  my  UtUe  proteg^,  was  proceeding  to  Richmond- 
House'  for  that  purpose,  whoi,  on  our  arrival  in  Cnaring  Cross,  I  perceived  a 
soldier^  in  the  Higtiland  unifoim,  waUcing  leisurely  stent  one  imndred  yards 
befoce  me.  I  soon  overtook  this  man,  who  happened  to  serve  m  the  4^ 
regiment,  and  bavii^  inqvind  of  hun  if  hehaa  beenacqaafatfed'  witfi  Sev^ 
geant  M'CuUum  of  lus  regiment,  who  was  killed  the  year  befiire  at  Coranna, 
he  answered,  *^  Sir,  I  did  not  know  any  man  of  that  name  vrfm  was  killed, 
but  will  yon  be  so-good  as  tot^H  me  Why  you  have  asked  me  that  question  T' 
*^  Because,  said  I,  pointiai?  out  to  him  the  boy,  that  is  his  child,  whom  I 
first  feand  ^  Spain.''*-^  Oh  t  sir,*^  said  he,  <iiishii«  over  t<>  the  boy,)  ^  he 
is  my  chiki ;  James,  don^  you  know  me  V*    The  scene  thet  took  plice  can 
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be  mfife  ea«i^  imagiftw^  than  4ewhbed — aUeination  x>f  joy  and  giie^  coniW 
Wit»  and  despwdency,  depictod  id  the  opimleoancey  and  eviiuied  in  the 
maooer  of  diis  aoldiery  on  the  sudden  disoorezy  of  his  long  lost  obiid,  and 
OR  his.  being  ^unultaneously  made  aoquainled  with  the  death  <of  his  «n/e« 
I  .must  f»iak»  it  affeiBted  me  so  much»  thai  (as  well  to  vepiess  my  feeUngs, 
aa  to  avoid  t^e  crowd  that  .eoUected  around  us  in  the  street)  I  was  oblig^ 
to  ralireinto  the  next  shop  that  presented  itself.  In  a  abort  time-we  pro- 
ceeded tpgether  to  Eichmond  House ;  wherei  after  hafing  praaented  my 
protig^  to  Jjosid  HunUey,  I  jelatsd  to  his  lovd^p  the  discovevy  I  bad  just 
madoi  and  Ihe  jextraordimiy  circumstaaue  attending  it..  Ontheaoidier  bemg 
bfom^  foiwardy  he  deliv^sd  a  letter,  to  hard.  HuBtley  firbm  Colonel  Stir* 
Ungy  tiiien  commanding  the  Ist  battalion  42d  regiment,  atCanterbiil^yix^h 
stated,  that  be  was  happy  to  inform  his  lordship,  that  the  man  aUndsd  to  in 
his  h)9l3hip*s  letter^  relative  to  an  orphan  boy  of  the  regiment,  was  severely 
wounded  al  Corunna,  (but  not  killed,)  and  was  the  bearer  of  his  letterv  and 
he  had  sent  the  man  to  tpwn  without  making  bim  acquainted  with  the 
objieot  of  his  jounaey. 

It  then  .appeared  that  this  soldier  was  in  (he  aet  of  nrooaediog  to  Rich* 
mond  House  with  this  letter  to  Lord  Huntley^  wben  I  aocidcntBUy  M  in 
^Ih  him.  .  In  a  few  dnys  after,  the  boy  was  aulmitted  into  Ihe  Royal 
tary  Asylum,  where  he  now  is* — {Marih  10.) 


CONCLUSION. 


The  Will  of  his  late  Royal  Highness,  dated  December  26,  J  826^ 
w^  pi;oyed  on  the  3d  of  February,  when  the  peraoQal  estatc^.wM' 
swoni  under  £180,000;  the  duty  upon  vrhich  was  remu 
ted  by  the  Lords  of  the  Tneasury,  fortlve  benefit  of  the  creditors. 
The  tentament  oommences  with  the  Dulte's  most  anxious  hope 
that  his  property  would  supply  a  fund  more  than  sufficient  to 
pay  his  debts.  For  this  purpose,  he  gives  the  whole  of  his  real 
and  personal  estate  to  Sir  H.  Taylor  and  Colonel  Stephenson^ 
has  executorsi  in  tcust,  to  discharge  all  just  daiosB  theraon,  and 
to  payth^  residue^  if  any,  to  the  sister  of  his  Royal  HighnesSy 
lleie  PnioeflB  Sophia.  To.fuliU  the  destve  of  the  ilhistrious  tes^ 
tator,  the  utmost  expedition  was  used  in  the  disposal  of  the  pro-^ 
partly. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  the  whole  of  the  stud  was  hrought 
to  the  hammer  by  the  Tattersals ;  when  the  horses,  carriagesi 
w^  doga  produced  ^804.  On  the  2 1 st  of  the  same  month,  and 
three  following  days,  the  wines,  china,  linen,  and  fumitare  were 
sold  by  Mr.  Chrisde,  and  realized  upwards  of  £6000. 

There  was  a  gnat  cofupetitioa  for  a  travcUing  diesaingHsase,  used  by  the 
illustrious  owneir  during  the  Holland  campaign,'  which  was  ultimatdy 
knocked  down  for  twenty-one  gainaas  and  a  haif.  One  of  the  dafleffeat 
invalid  chairs  in  which  his  late  {Icigfal  Uighaeas  had  occasionally  ctposed 
during  his  la^t^iUnessrWas  sold,  after  a  apiiiled'^eompflftition«  tar  twenty-eight 
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guineas  and  a  hal£.  A  plaipJookmg  chair,  deaeribad  aa  ^  .Pimanpaiiii.V 
chair,  in  the  catalogue,  was  knocked  down  at  seven  pounds  and  a  caaivi. 
A  card-box,  of  ela3x>rate  and  delicately  carved  ivory,  with  the  royal  dneal 
arms  upon  the  top,  and  five  other  boxes,  each  with  the  coronet,  and  coar- 
taining  eleven  dozens  of  pearl  counters,  with  the  anna  engmved,  and  giasi 
shade,  sold  for  twenty-aeven  guineas  and  a  half. 

The  sale  of  plate  took  place  March  19 — ^22,  whai  the  most  prominaiit 
articles  were  sold  as  follows : — A  magnificent  cistern,  18|  inches  in  diaanHer, 
the  neck  and  lip  enwieathed  with  viq^s  in  fiuit,  and  the  hattdle  fennatf  of 
two  figures  of  Tritons  bending  over  the  hm,  and  looking  in.  On  the  ooCr 
side,  combats  of  Roman  galleys,  with  numerous  figures  veiy  raiiitedly  de- 
signed. This  bowl  was  said  by  Mr.  Christie  to  have  cost  his  ttoyal  Uiigli* 
ness  £1500,  and  produced  only  £446. 

«  A  magnificent  candelabniro,  made  by  Lewis,  of  St  James's  atim,  for  the 
centre  of  a  table,  representing  Hercules  attacking  the  Hydra,  and  suRoandad 
by.  its  nine  heads,  which  b^  as  many  nosles  for  lights*  Hylas,  the  oom- 
panion  of  Hercules,  is  represented  in  the  act  of  searing  a  neck  of  the  monalar 
below.  Tiie  candelabrum  is  supported  on  a  mass  of  iocfc<waik,  about  Iks 
base  of  whidi  are  vancnis  reptiles.  Weight  1 144  ocs.  5dwts.  and  feesacnlicp, 
said  Mr.  Christie,  was  here  '^indeed  great.'' •  There  ia  only  one  dupUcaSaof 
this  in  England.    Tios  was  knocked  down  for  6a.  an  ounce. 

A  grand  praefericulum,  with  scalloped  neck,  and  lip,  snppotted  by  ttm 
aa^rrs  seatea  upon  the  shoulder,  the  handle  foimed  of  a  aai^,  laamiug  two 
inmnt  xifyis  entwined,  from  the  folds  of  a  dragon.  The  ovifofm  body  •( 
the  vase,  covered  with  a  spirited  relief,  leprasenting  one  of  the  battlies  cf 
Alexander.  A  griffin  supports  the  bowl  of  the  vase,  and  upon  the  taJkofped 
foot  the  arms  of  France  are  thrice  repeated.  Tlu»  noble  piece  of  plate  is 
23  inches  high  to  the  top  of  the  handle;  the  weight  220o».  13  dsvla. 
This  was  likewise  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and  was  purehased  by  a  geofdeman 
named  Thomaji^  as  well  as  the  oon^Mmion  pnenriculnm,  at  ids.  Odi  per 

ounce. 

A  large  silyec-gilt  dish,  for  the  sideboard,  25  inches  long.-  In  Ihe  eeutoe 
is  a  Roman  triumph,  setting  out  from  a  mined  city,  composed  of  nmllitBdca 
of  figures,  some  of  them  wholly  detached  from  tlie  ground  of  the  disk ;  the 
bonier  is  embellished  with  pastoral  figures,  after  Jordaens,  whicfa  are  Toy 
richly  and  beautifully  chased ;  weight  130  oe.  15dwts.  Great  oompetilion 
was  mamfested  .for  this  and  the  foUowtng  lot,  a  shnilar  dish,  the  ona  of 
which  brought  one  guinea  an  ounce,  and  the  bther  uguinea  and  npenoe. 

A  small  circular  waiter  of  solid  gold,  formed  of  gold  bazea,  praseotad 
with  the  freedoQi  of  different  cities,  the  amis  of  all  wkich  me  anoordiDgly 
engraven  within  a  border  of  oak  leaves,  with  the  royal  arms  in  die' centre; 
a  frieze  of  oak  leaves  and  acorns  beautifiilly  chased  upon  the  border  ;  weight 
41  ozs.  11  dwts.  knocked  down  at  £4. 10s.  an.  ounce* 

An  inkstand,  (a  birth-day  present  from  ene  of  the  Princesses,)  with  a 
finely  modelled  figure  of  a  female,  in  mat  gold,  kneeling  while  she  aHachea 
a  wreath  to  an  Ionic  coltunn  of  burnished  gokl,  having  within  t^  wiuttJk 
the  inscription  ^*  Vous  la  roeritec,'"  was  purchased  for  a  mansber  of  the 
Royal  Family,  at  12s.  6d.  an  ounce. .  « 

Tlie  shield  of  Achilles,  designed  by  Flaiman,  produced  1000  gnkieaa. 

A  beautifiil  tazza,  by  Lewis,  within  it  a  combat  of  cavalry  in  relief  and 
on  it  a  broad  fiiitze  of  masks  and  trophies,  in  cinque-cento  taste,  flold  for 
£t.  lOs.  6d.  per  ounce,  about  56.  an  ounce  more  than  its  cost  pruse. 

A  pair  of  ridi  tazzas,  cUso  by  Lewis,  of  exquisite  designs  and  worianan- 
^'^  sliip,  sold  for  278.  an  oMBce.     In  one  of  them,  the  slate  of  mankuid  ia 
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repiMeMd  at  belbie  the  flood|  and  an  allusion  to  die  catastrophe  by  water, 
in-  fine  relief,  and  on  die  outside — Faith,  Hope,  and  Chanty,  in  three 
compaitnoients  with  trophies.  Tlie  stem  of  vase  snape,  supported  by  termini. 
in  fine  cinque-cento  taste.  Fjgues  playing  upon  musical  instruments  and 
trophies,  are  apon  the  foot.  The  other  cup  represents  the  story  of  Lot  ai>d 
his  Daughters,  and  the  destruction  of  Soaom  by  fire.  Tlie  exterior  stem 
and  foot  are  embeltished  with  similar  ornaments.  The  weight  49  ozs. 
JOdwts. 

'  Hie  third  Sale  by  Mr.  Christie,  took  place  March  27 — 30.  Tlie  pro. 
psity  sold,  consisted  of  jewelleiy,  fire^ums,  &c. 

A  beantifiil  inkstand  silver^lt,  manufactured  by  Mr.  Lewis,  the  cover 
fonnad  of  a  fignre  of  a  bagpiper  with  his  dog,  and  other  animals,  finely 
chased,  sold,  after  much  competition,  for  £17. 

A  coronatioD  spoon,  of  curious  design,  and  exquisite  chasing,  set  with 
peu;^  and  imitations  of  coloured  stones,  obtained  23  guineas. 

A  female  figure  in  a  court  dress,  finely  chased,  be^ng  a  cup  upon  her 
head,  the  inside  gflt,  the  drapeiy  of  the  ^;ure  forming  a  dritiking  vessel — 
knocked  down  at  30s.  an  ounce. 

A  pair  of  snufi*  or  patch  boxes,  with  combats  of  cavalry,  in  high  relief^ 
iipon  the  lids,  and  other  chasings.  This  lot  fetched  the  high  price  of 
i*l.  58.  an  ounce!  It  was  originally  purchased,  we  understand,  from 
Mr.  Lewis,  by  his  late  Royal  Higfanen,  at  25s.  per  ounce. 

« A  magnificent  gold  seal,  the  handle  composea  of  a  block  of  lapis  lazoK, 
with  the  royal  aims  engraved  upon  a  Brazil  pink  topaz,  of  imparaUeled 
iize  and  beanty,  was  puroiaMd  for  his  Majesty  at  102  guineas. 
.  An  cortremely  curious  tnassive  gold  ring,  with  the  arras  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Soots,  having  ^so  the  monogram  of  Queen  Mary,  and  the  crown,  engraved 
onthe  back  of  the  gold  setting — sold  at  14  guineas.. 

A  ciyilal  cup,  b^utxfiilly  engraved  with  foKage,  mounted  upon  a  stem  and 
foot  of  copper,  covered  with  curious  enamelling :  undemeatti,  widi  a  coat 
of  arms  engraved,  is  the  following  inscription : — '^  Ce  petit  religyier  a  Ui 
rewiarepMr  J,  Pierre  de  Cden^  Cammanieur  de  Chevreu  f*  withm  the  cup  is 
n  gold  «oin<  of  Louis  XIIL    It  brought  £5. 15s. 

A  beautifiii  shield  of  semi-transparent  buflalo's  hide,  with  a  device  and 
fix  bosses  of  silver  gilt,  and  a  cushion  within,  with  silver  rings.  It  formerly 
belonged  lo  Vizir  Ali--4old  for  6  guineas. 

•  A  most  interesting  Oriental  suit  of  armour,  formed  of  four  plates  of  bufl^^s 
hide,  covered  with  Arabic  inscriptions  in  gold  charectefs,  connected  by  a 
tiuck  quilting  of  black  velvet  ornamented  with  gilt  studs,  and  lined  with 
splendid  furniture,  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Meyrick.  It  was  erroneously 
csdled  Japanese,  and  obtained  a  price  trifling  compared  with  its  curiosity. 
■  A  lap-dog,  formed  of  a  pearl  ;^the  head,  legs,  and  tail^  of  eiuunel,  set  with 
coloured  stones,  16  guineas. 

A  silvef^mowoted  double  gun,  by  Boulet,  which  formeriy  belonged  to  the 
Bmpcior  Napoleon,  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Bridge,  believed  for  his 
Mtteaty,  for  me  sum  of  100  guineas. 

A  mahogany  tiaveUtng  dressing  case,  with  silver-gilt  implements,  contain* 
ing  a  pot  lor  hot  water,  with  finely  chased  firieze,  and  a  beautiftil  goblet, 
vrithavast  variety  of  splendid  silver-gilt  articles;  weight  of  silver  86  ox. 
113  guineas. 

On  the  &h  and  7th  of  April,  were  sold  the  Duke's  Parisian  fiimiture 
poroelaioy  a  few  drawings  and  miniatures,  tiiree  cabinelBof  condiology,  and 
the  foniinire;  all  of  which  fetched  good  prices. — ^Ihe  library,  consisting  of 
45|000  volumes,  has  since  been  sold  by  Mr.  Sotheby. 
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HaTifig  brought  this  Memoir  to  a  clow^  it  may  not  he  unin- 
teresting to  take  a  anmmary  view  of  the  present  state  of  the 
line  of  Succession^  which  stands  as  follows : — 

I. — His  Royal  Highness  William  Ileniy  Duke  of  CUueoce^  and  LonI 
High  Admiral  of  England^  was  bom  August  21 ,  1765 ;  a^d  ramied  July 
13, 1818,  to  the  Princess  Adelaide  of  Saxe  Meineogen^  by  whom  be  has  do 
living  issue. 

II.— Her  Royal  HishnesB  VictoriOy  daughter  of  Bdwaxd  the  late  Duke 
of  Rent,  (yiho  died  Januaiy  23, 1820,)  by  the  Princess  Vidmi  of  Sese 
Cobourgi  bom  at  Kensington  Palace,  May  24, 181 9. 

lU. — ^His  Royal  Higfanes  Erpest  Duke  o(  Gumberiand,  bom  June  5, 
1771 ;  hiarried  in  1815  the  Princess  Frederica  of  MecUeabazjgjh  StrditZy  by 
whom  be  has  issue 

IV.— Prince  Georae,  bom  at  Berlin,  May  27, 1819. 
'V. — His  Roysd  Highness  Augustus  Fiedenck  Duke  of  Suaaex,  bom 
Januaiy  27, 1773 ;  married  at  £U)me,  and  again  at  St  Geoige's  Chaccfa, 
Hanover-Square,  to  Lady  Augusta  Murray,i  daughter  of  the  iSud  of  Dun« 
more ;  which  union,  although  productive  of  iasne^  (a  son  and  a  dnoghler,) 
was  rendered  null  and  void  by  a  decision  of  the  Ecclesiartical  Cooit  The 
roairiaoe,  however  illegal  as  affecting  the  snooession  to  the  British  cniwn»  is 
so  far  binding  upon  the  respective  parties  as  to  prevent  them  from  fimmng 
any  other  nuptial  contract,  nor  is  it  any  bar  to  the  succession  of  the  male 
issue  to  the  ttirone  of  Hanover. 

VI. — ^His  Royal  Highness  Adolpfaus  Fiederick  Duke  of  Cambridoe,  bom 
Febmaiy  24,  1774;  married  June  1,  1818,  to  the  Princess  of  Btesse, 
dauditer  of  the  Landgrave  Frederick,  by  whom  lie  has  issue 

Vil. — Prince  Geoige,  bom  at  Hanover,  March  26,  1819:  and, 
Vltt.  a  Princess,  bom  there  July  19, 1822. 

IX. — Chark>tte  Ai^^usta  Matilda,  Princess  Royal  of  England  and  Queen 
Dowager  of  Wirtemberg,  bom  September  29,  1766;  and  manied  at 
St.  James*s  in  1797.    She  has  no  chi)dii^. 

X. — Her  Royal  Itighness  the  Princess  Augusta  Sophia,  bom  November 
8,  1768.  y 

XI.— Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Eliiabeth,  bom  May  22, 1770; 
and  married  April  7, 1818,  to  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse  Hombmg. 

XII. — ^Her  Koyal  Highness  Princen  Maiy,  bom  April  25,  1776;  mar- 
ried tQ  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  July  22»  1816 ;  but  wrtbout  issae. 

XIII.-^Her  Royal  Highn^  the  Princess  Sophia,  ham  Neferabcer  3, 
1777. 

XIV.--His  Highness  William  Duke  of  Gkucester,  son  of  his  late  Royal 
Highness  William  Henxy  Duke  of  Gloucester,,  by  the  Countess  Dowagtt  of 
Waldegrave,  bom  at  Rome,  Januaiy  15, 1776. 

XV.^Her  Highness  the  Princess  Sophia,  daughter  of  the  ktfe  Duke 
and  Duehess  of  Gloucester,  born  in  London,  May  24, 1773. 

Such  is  d)e  stale  of  the  Succession  in  £ngland|  without  takinj^  a  view  of 
the  collateral  branches  descended  from  the  alliances  that  have,  at  varkMis 
periods,  been  fomed  with  the  Houses  of  Brunswidc,  Denmaik,  Oiange, 
fiesse,  and  Prussia. 
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